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ikarb magoi errores nifi ex magnis ingeniis prodi^ra. 

PETAARCli^ 



^ Who is free from love ? 



All fpace he aduates like almighty Jove ! 

He haunts us waking, haunts us in our dreams. 

With vigorous flight burfts thro' the cottage window : 

If we feek fhelter from his perfecution 

In the remoteft corner of a foreft. 

We there elude not his purfuit -, for there 

With eagle wing he overtakes his prey. • 
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TO 



SOAME JENYNS, Esq. 



S IR, 



You have done me great honour 
in permitting me to addrefs to you 
this Life of Petrarch. It is a 
very fincere, though inadequate, 
acknowledgment for the pleafure 
and improvement I have received 
from your converfation, and the 
many elegant and philofophical pro- 
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du£lions with which you have en- 
riched the public* 



I am. Sir, 



With the greateft refpe<Stj 



ff 

Your moft obligee^ 



and obedient fervanf^ 



Feb. 8th, 1775. 



SUSANNA DOBSON. 
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1 H E fourtecntli century, in which flourilhed 
the celebrated poet whofe life and fortunes are 
the fubjed: of the following pages, may be con- 
fidered in a very important light as introduAory 
to the clearer and brighter periods that fol- 
lowed. 

In this age many diicov.eries were made, and 
ufeful arts eftabliflied. The manners and cuf- 
toms of all Europe from this time began to 
wear a different afpe6i: ; and from contefts and 
diforders arofe the ineftimable bleffing of li- 
berty, to the kind influence of which many 
ftates owe their prefent flourifliing fituation, 
whofe fubje(5ls were formerly flaves. Italy, 
the country which gave birth to Petrarch, was 
at this time rich and powerful, and fuperior to 
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all Others in the beauties of nature and the 
improvements of art : and it was juft riling out 
of the darknefs of fiiperftition j for the homage 

paid to the ckurch in the thirteenth century 
was carried to fo high a pitth, that when car- 
dinals and prelates appeared, perfons of the firft 
rank wcljt before them to keep off the crowd. 

This blind devotion began to decreafe in this 
a^ ; though by degrees fcarcely pereeptibk, as 
the Roman potrtiff ftill retakwd his power, and 
prefided at tb« hehn of all pubKc aiJairs. 

But fialy, though lupexior to the reft oT 
Busppe iri her attainments> and many other 
advantages, was at this period a fcene of mifexy 
and devaftation. This delightful country wa* 
torn to pieces by the fury of civil difcord ;, it 
became a prey to the faftions of the Guelphs 
and the Gibbelines, which arofe partly from 
the quarrels between the popes and the empe- 
rors, andr partly from ftruggles occafioned by 
the love of liberty. As the emperor had not 
paiTed the* Alps for fixty years, moft of the 
cities revolted from the empire, while they 
continued to be opprefled by petty tyrants, or 



to opprefs others whom they had fconqticred ; 
and, carelefs both of the intercfts of thfc pdpe, 
and the emperor which they had pretended to 

iupport, thought only of aggrandifing themh 
icivesy and expelling their enemies. At the 
fathe time, the exiled of all parties waited a 

» 

favourable occafion of revenge, and of over- 
whelming, even with the ruin of their cottntry^ 
tho^ who h^ oppofed them. The increafe 
p£ thefe deiblating eyils may in a great meafurc 
te afcribed to pope Clement V, who from 
the love of his i^ative couiitry had tranflate4 
the holy fee to France, Rome in particidar 
fufFered greatly by the abfence of its governor; 
the ufurpers who invaded it in this abandoned 
flate caring little for the unavailing thunders 
launched ^t them from Avignon. 

Such a fituation of public affairs feemed little 
favourable to the reftoration of letters. We 
expeft the feeds of knowledge and learning to 
flourifh oixly in profperous feafons, and under 
the (hade of tranquillity. Neverthelefs it was 
IQ th? bofom of dif^ord, and ^midft th? found 
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of arms, that they were feen to revivc"^ and 
fpring up together. 

' I will not pretend to trace all the circurri- 
ftances that contributed to this happy event : 

' " , * ' ' * • • 

I will only add, that more was due to the aH- 
lities of thofe great men, who at that time en- 
lightened Italy, and among whonx Petrarch 
held the firft rank, than has by fome been At- 
tributed to them. Had it not been for their 
fine genius, the world would probably liare 
continued miich longer buried in darknefs, as 

the valuable art of^rinting was not discovered 
till two centuries after this, and manufcripts of 
any worth were (hut up in the cloifters. 

To Petrarch wc are indebted for many of 
thefe manufcripts ; with infinite pains and dif- 
ficulty he colle<3:ed and caufed them to be 
copied, and by his labours, and thofe of his 
contemporaries, the way was opened for the 

reception of thofe works which the Greeks 
» ■ - * 

about a century after this, brought with theni 

into Italy. 

Jt would be unjuft not to name fome of 



PREFACE. IX 

tiiofe icamed men who engaged with Petrarch 
in this arduous undertakings and who, whik 
nobles and peafants were deftroying one ano- 
ther, helped to lay the foundation on which 
the fuperftru6hire of fcience was built. Among 
thefe was Brunetto Latini, a very great man^ 
though Uttie known in the prcfent age; he 
taught Aetork:, eloquence, and philofophy. 

Dante, his difcipte, profited by his leflbns, 
and compofed that whimfical poem called the 
Comedia, full of fublime ideas, cutting flrokes 
of fatire, and natural beauties, which make it 
read to this day with admiration, notwith- 
ftanding many defe<Sts chargeable on the age 
in which it was writteij. 

Cimabue and Giotto revived the animated 
art of painting, and drew piAures of extraor- 
dinary merit : a celebrated piece of thefe maf- 
ters, now in the Vatican, is a St. Peter walking 
on the water. 

John Villani, the famous hiftorian, gave to 
pofterity the fafts that paffed under his know- 
ledge, with a fidelity and candour which ought 
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to k^rc ferFCfi 9& a model to all fijc(j€c4i#g 
hiftoriaas. 

Eichard de Buiy of J^ijgland, in the hc^ia- 
jiing, aad Malphigi of Florence, in the latty 
^nd ^f .this jc^tuiy, ought alfo to bpjpaQer. 
tioned ; but a^ they arp, with Boccace aiwJ ie- 
veral others, mtroduced i^ the Mowmg im^ 
mpirs, ^yhich comprchasd .many of the grfiat/ 
ch^Tdk&cfs, th^t flpujciflio^, ^nd the partietilari 
^yjsijt^ that paffed. in thi^ perickl, I will ^j 
jBbdd ^rth^i: in this view of the revival of letters, 
that the twa j&imqus En^ilh poets, Gower ^d. 
JDhaucer;, were, alfo contemporaries with Fet 

■^ • - 

trarch. The merit of the former is little, -^ 
known. The various beauties intei^erfcd 'm 
th^ .^y^orks of Chaucer, and particularly the 
^afterly ikrgk^s of chara<9:er w^ find in iherOj, 
thoofgh ofefc^r^ by an obfol^te language, and > 
minced with inany blemiihes, fliew the powers 
of a f\nc imagination, great depth of know- i 
Iedg^,\ai\(i4thatrpqr41^ conception of meii and: t 
manners, ^hiph is the fiireft mark of an ele- 
vated genii;^, ^The piftu^e he h^s givea ms of 
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4jK>!le times is indeed fo animated, that we fccm 
a<9:ually to coaverfe with his charaAers, and 
are pkafed to confider men like ourfclves, even 
ilf &c niccft refemblances, under the different 
civctunftances of an age fo very remote. 

^hc above remarks may ferve to illuftrate 
tfa^^cliara<^r of Petrarch, fo extraordinary fosr 
th^t ,tima^ and fo very interefting even in the 
pceie^t. To render it the more fo, I have 
pmttted fome tedious and minute difcufSons, 
ivhich appeared to me as. barren of inftruc^ioa 
as lieftitute of amufcment j and all thofe pri- 
vate oWervations of my author (except that on 
the Decameron) which feem to be fuggefted to 
pyery thinking reader by the fe(3:s themfelvcs. 
And with flill niore reafon I have avoided 
jpYcry reflexion that arqie in my own n^Iitd, oil 
the reading and tranflating thefe mencK)irs, txr 
cept a few remarks with refpe^S: to the cha- 
raAers of Pctr-^rch ^nd Laura, particularly at 
|;he clcrfe of their lives^ which I thought myfelf 
pbliged to make. 

And I have the rather guarded againft all 
fuch prolix and intrufivc digreflions, that I 
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might have room to dwell minutely upon 
every part of Petrarch's private chara<fter, and 
his admirable letters, thus to exhibit him en- 
circled with his friends, and in the familiOT 
circumftances of life. It is in thefe fituations 
the heart difclofe^ itfelf without difguife or 
referve ; all its intricacies are laid open, and 
we are enabled to form a true judgment of itis 
charaftcr: an obje<jl which, next to the great 
-Author of nature, is certainly the mofl impoar- 
-tant to contemplate, as a warning, or as a 
paiitem to the human mind. 

And perhaps few characters have fet in-ra 
ilronget ' Irght the advantage of well-regulated 
.difpofitions than that of Petrarch*s, from the 
contraft we behold in one particular of his life, 
^nd. the extren;ie mifery he fufFered from tl^c 
indulgence of an afFeftlon, vsrhicb, though up- 
,ble and delightful when juftly placed, becomes 
a reproach and a torment to its pofleffor, 
whenever dircfted to an inaproper objeft^ For, 
let us not deceive ourfelvcs or others ; though 
(from the charaAer of Laura) they are acquit-- 
cd.o.f all guilt in their perfonal intercourfe. 
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yet/ as flie was a married woman, it is not poA* 
fible, on the principles of religion and morality, 
to clear them from that juft cenfure which is 
due to. every defc<R:ion of the- mind from thofe 
laws which are the foundation of order and 
peace ;in civil fociety, and which arc ftamped 
ivith the facred mark of divine authority; 

In this particular of his charafter, therefore, 
it' IS fincerely hoped that Petrarch willfervcas 
u warning/to thofe unhappy minds whq, pstr- 
taking of the fame feelings under the like. oil-, 
cumftances, but not yet fuffering his mrfery, 
may 'be led, by the contemplation of Ity 'by a 
generous regard to the honour of human 'tf a- 
tiire, ^ad by a view to the approbation of that 
^1- feeing Judge who penetrates ' the ^rhoft 
fetrct' recefles of the heart, to chfeck'eve?y 
uiihkppy inclination in its birth, and dcftfroy, 
while yet in their power, the feeds of 'thoic 
paiiions which may oth^rwife deftroy^'thcfii/ 

As to the cavils or cenfiires of thoie who, 
incapable of tcnderriefs themfelvcs, can neither 
enjoy the view of it when prefentcd in its 
IJ^oft perfeft form, nor pity its lufFerings when. 



as in this work, they appear tmhappily in* 
dalged beyond the bonads of judgmenst and 
tranquillity; to fuch minds I make no, ad-* 
drefs ; . well convinced, that as no callous heart 
can, enjoy, neither will it ever be in danger of 
being mifled by the example of JE^trarch, in this 
tender but unfortunate circumft^ncc of hifi. 
iCliarajfter. 

T[:o liifceptible and feeling minds alone Per? 

^rarch will be ever dear. Such, vhile they 

i'" ''''•.' , . 

nc^ret his failings and confider them as warn? 
lijigs to thpmfelves, will love his virtues • and^ 
touched by the glowing piety and hcartfek 
lx)Btritioa which.often imprefled his ibul, wiU 
fufdeijtly ,d?fire to partake with him in thofe 
pathetic .and iiiblime rcilcdrlions wiiich are 
produced i^ grateful and affedionate hearts^ 
pn reviewing their own live^, and (^ontem*; 
plating the works of <jod. 

It . is too worthy of our notice here to be 

omitted, that a man who was the firft genjus of 

the age, i;i which he lived, and whofe fociety 

was fought and delighj:ed in by perfons of the 

5 
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kighe(i: rank and learning, thought it no dero^ 
gation to his talents or poHtenefs to introduce 
&cred and moral obiervations both In his let- 
ters and converjTation. ' ; ' 

There is ilill another Tiew in which thefe 
memoirs will, I truft, be uleflil and intercfting 
to tte world ; I nifean in the piifturc they fo 
affe<9:ingly exhibit to mortals of the variation oJf 
the human mind, and €he viciilitudes 6( health 
M fortune, to which, in th. pr.fent Ate, 
beings like ourfelves are liable in every rank 
Stnd profeffion of life ; an obje<fl fo juftly 
bunibling to the pride, and touching to the 
Iieart of man, whch he beholds, not in tame 
precept f hut lively mage, the nothingncls of all 
things hcrie, and is led thereby not to* rtft'his 
view- on this little point of time^^'btit' tb"^if^ 

tend itlfar beyond, and (if f may be allowed to 
to cxpreis myielf ) to join the line ojf^tife to the 
Itne of immortality . 

As Ine memoirs from which 1 colledled this 
work were voluminous and expennve, and no 
uie 'of retrarcii, nor any tranrfation from his 



'^\: 



writings, has ever appeared in Englilh, L was 
induced to venture this abridged tranilation.i . 
- It is taken from a French compilation oiiht. 
life and writings of Petrarch, colicAed from^ 
his Latin and Italian works, from thofe of cont 
temporary writer?, at^ fome private, oiams^ 
fcripts .granted to the author by the Abbe Baxi*i 
■4int 5 from the regifters of the ibver<eign pon,- 
tifFs, who were feated at Avignon, corr^rqunir 
cated to him by cardinal Torrigiani ; and from 
the archives of the houfe of Sade prcfer^xd 
there, in which is Laura's contraft of her mar* 

ri?tgc, and her will. , . . . 

From thefe fources, fbme of which were 

• • ■ » « 

not obtained by the former biographers of Pe- 
trarch, who, many of them, wxre alfo too pe- 
dantic and fond of allegory to write fimple 
fadls, the author of thefe memoirs was enabled 
to give a more authentic life of Petrarch than 
had ever appeared before. Froni Petrarch's 
letters alfo in manufcript, .a copy of which was 
granted to the author from the royal library 
at Paris, he obtained many rich materials for 
this work. ' To thele,* fays he, ' was I chiefly 
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cdtached. The friehdltiips of Petrarch were 
temkr as well as Ibciable ; he had a heart that 
delisted to expand, and to thoie he loved he 
opened its moft fecret folds with picaiurc' 
Thefe memoirs have been fpoken of with* the 
efteenor they deferve, and only charged with 
being rather tedious ; but in truth this was 
not fo eafy for a writer to avoid, who had 
Blany fa<fts to fettle, as for thofe who fhould 
undertake to colle<fl frofti thefe facfts. 

In my endeavour to be lefs minute, I wifh 
I may n6t have failed in the fpirit of the Wort, 
which 1 undertook chiefly with a vieW to the 
amufement of the Engliih reader ; and, con- 
iidered in this light, it will, I doubt not, meet 
with all the candour it will require. I received 
fo much pleafure from the perufal of it, inde- 
pendent of the beautiful Ibnnets, that I was de- 
iirous of communicating the fame fatisfacftion 
to thofe who might choofe to partake of it un- 
der this difadvantage. 

As I did not think myfelf by any means ca- 
pable of transfufing the fpirit and elegance of 
the fbnnets into any Englifli tranflation, I have 



only inferted a few lines from fomt of tb^^ m 
they were niccef&fily conneifted with the ftib* 
je<S, fuch as appeared from their fentiiMitts 
hcit able to bear a profe caetamorphods, i^ight 
iervc to enlircr^ the circumftances to whk4 
ibey ce£er^ ot illtiftrate thecharaid^r of Petiaidy^ 
where they particulagrly mark the delrcacf $ni 
juftncfe of his Sentiments* If any readers of the 

Latin and Italian works of Petrarch ihould coixh 
defcend to look into this tranflation, they wiH 
not, I hope, be difpkafed with this prefmfap- 
t)<m^. or with the great imperfefti<Mks they wiB 
difcoTef through the wholc^ of the wotek; . 
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1 kE family of Petrarch was originally of Flo- 
irence, where his anceftors had diftinguiihed 
themielves by their probity, and held employ- 
ments of truf): and honoul:. Garzo his grand- 
father was a notary, a profeliion in higher re- 
pute at that time than the present. He was a 
man univerially refpedled for his candour and 
the integri^ of his manners. He had an ex- 
cellent natural imderftanding, and was con- 
iiilted as an oracle not only on affairs that re- 
lated to his bi^nefs, but on the fublimeft 
iubje£b, Philofophers and learned men dif- 
dained not to apply to him ; and, though he 
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had never ftudied, they admired in his ahfwer& 
the fagacity of his underftanding and the rec- 
titude of his heart* -After having pafled one 
hundred and four years in innocence and go(!>d 
works, Garzo died, like Plato, on the day of 
his birth, and in the iame bed in which he was 
born. He had long before prcdiAed the time 
of his death, which reiembled a fwcet and 
peaceful fleep. Thus Jhe weiit to reft in the 
bofbm of his family, without pain or in^ 
quietude, difcourling of God and virtue. 

1300. He left three fbns, on^ of whom was 
the father of our Petrarch, and engaged in the 
fame employment with his anceftors. He had 
a fuperior genius and underftanding, which 
would have carried him through every iiifficid- 
ty to a much higher poft, had fortune fcoond&i 
his talents, and permitted him to give «h<tm 
full fcope. As he w^as atftive and pi-udent, be 
was'intnrfted by the republic with fevcral im* 
portant commiffions, and would have been ap- 
pointed to higher offices, had he not been the 
viftim of a faftion which caufed him, together 
with Dante (who bitterly refents this treat* 
ment in his v/orks) to be baniihed,'and to pay 
a conliderable fine. * 

Petrarco, thus expelled his native city. 
Went to Arez:io in Tufcany, where he hired a 
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houft, and waited for fome favourable period 
to return to Florence. 

1304, At the time of Petrarch's birth, hi» 
lather was expofing his life, without fucoeis, 
to regain his patrimony ; and his mother rifk-» 
kg hers to bring a fon into the world. The 
phyficians and midwives thought her dead for 
fbme time ; at laft, however, the child ap- 
peared, and was baptifed by the name of Fran- 
cis, and, according to the cuftom there, called 
Francis Petrarco, or Petrarch, The pretext for 
his faither's exile being perfonal, the party 
which governed Florence permitted the return 
of his wife, and Ihe chofe to retire tp a little 
eftate of her hufband's, at Anciie, in the valley 
of Arno, fourteen miles from Florence. She 
took the child with her, who was then only 
ikven Qionths old; and in paffing the river 
Almo he was near loflng his life. His mother 
had intrufted him to the care of a lufly man, 
who fearing his little body might be injured, 
•held him lapped up in a cloth hung at the end 
of a great ftick ; as we fee Metabus in the 
Min&id carry his daughter Camilla. In paffing 
the river his horfe fell down, and the man's 
e^gemefs to lave the child had like to hive de- 
ftroyed them both. 
, 1 3 1 1 . Petrarch was brought up by his 
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ftiothet at Ancift till he was feven years old/ 
Petrarco, his father, went from place to place 
to 'gain a maintenance, and when Jfortuiie gave 
him the Joppbftnnity came iccretly to vifit hi^ 
wife. She had two fons befide Petrarch : the 
one,.dicd young ; . the other, called Gerard, was 
bred up with his brother. 
• 13 13. Petrarco after this, lofilig all hopea of 
being, re-eftabliftied at Florence,, refolyed to 
abaiidpn a countiy ruined by war, and governed 
by his ienemies.' He went to Avignon, a city 
of France between Lyons and Marfcilles, fitii- 
ated on the banks of the Rhone, where aGaicon 
pope had fixed the Roman fee. All thofe Ita- 
lians who were' difeontented with their prefent 
fortunes, or defirous of gaining better, repaired 
in crowds to this city. Petraxco embarked 
w^ith his wife and children at L^horn, in the 
roiigheft feafon of the year ; . he arrived fafely at 
Genpa, but. in the paflage to Marfcilles {o fu- 
rious a tempeft arole, ' that they were fliijp- 
Ivrecked in fight of the port: however, T)y 
lingular good fortune, not a foul periihed. 

The prince, who w^^s lord of Avignon at this 

time> was Charles II. king of Naples, whofe 

fon Robert proved fo great a friend to learning 

and to Petrarch. 

. The tranflation of the holy fee from Rome 
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to Avigrioh was a Iburce of infinite diftrels to 

the. Italians.'' Italy was full of difcbrd:- the 

Romans difputed with the popc.tKe fover^igiitjr 

of ; Rome : he projc6led a niew cnifade ;• and 

founded his refufal of returning to Rorixe on 

this ground, that at Avignon he could more 

efFeAually profecute this holy defign. The 

French on their fide complained, that the court 

of Rome, had changed their manners, and, in 

the room of.fimplicity, had introduced luxury, 

murder, and 'every vice. Avignon- was. no 

doubt well fituated for the eftaHilhment . of. a 

court ; it was in the bdfom of France, ^nd, 

with rcjjpeift tp Europe, the centre of pubJi? 

ufFairs,:and h^ always been the afylum of 

the ibvefeign* pontiffs during their misfor- 

tui)jes. [ Its vicinity to Marleille3, a pprt of the 

^Mediterranean, [ afforded an eafy intercourl^ 

with Rqme, which they might revifit at pk^r 

fixxc. , The climate is fine, the air'whplefome, 

the. eoiintry beautiful, and abounding wi^h 

e,wry' thing which can cpntribute to the plenty 

and delight of life. But the Italians, ^nd par^ 

tigularly Petrarph, looked upon it with difr 

ferent eyes ;- ^nd th^ir prejudices in favour of 

their rifttive country, fb magnificently di^inf 

guilfaed both by nature and art, led them ;^q 

^cfpife every thing they faw beyond the Alpg^ I 
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Among others who came to fettle at Avigilon, 
WBS a Genoefe called Settimo, who brdught 
thither his wife, and a fbn of the fame age with 
Petrarch. The parents became acquainted, and 
the children formed an union which was indif- 
ibluble. This friend of Petrarch was called Gui 
Settima 

The amazing refort of ftrangcrs to this fmalt 
city, made accommodations Tcry dear, axid not 
eafy to be obtained : this determined fcvcral 
pcrfons to fix themfclves in the neighbouring 
towns, among whom were Petrarco and Setti* 
mo ; and they gave the preference to Carpeft- 
tras, a pleafant town four leagues from Avig- 
non. Petrarch fome time after, in a letter 
written to a friend, thanks God for this tranqtiil 
fltuation, where he had time to fuck in that 
nourilhment which prepares the mind for more 
foUd food. 

1 3 1 4. At this time a Tufean, whofe name 
was Convenole, quitted Pifa> where he had kept 
ti grammar fchool, and came to fettle af Car- 
pentras. Petrarch had been under his care 
when he was eight years df age. He was now 
very old ; a fimple honeft man, who, though 
fie had taught rhetoric and grammar for (ixty 
y€aii5,.pofleflcd only the theory of his profeffion. 
He fometimes however thought of compofing, 

3 
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but icarcely. .ha4 he eoncciyed the plan and 
written the preface, when he changed his de-. 
iign and bq^n another work, Petrarch conw 
pares him to the ilone which iharp^n^ knives, 
but is dull itielf. It was from thiB mailer 
however he received the firft leflbns in poetry. 
Cardinal Colonna, afterwards the great patron 
<£ Petrarch, loved to difcourfc with his fchool- 
ma&er, whofe Simplicity amufed him. He faid 
to^bim>one day, * You have had dodlors, ab- 
bes, bifliops, a cardinal, for your fcholars ! You 
loved them all ! Among fo many great perfbns, 
was there any place in your heart for our 
Petrarch V The good old man could not refrain 
from tears at this queftion ; declaring always; 
in a moft folemn manner, that, of all the fcho- 
lars be ever had, Petrarch was the youth he. 
moft tenderly loved. 

A little time after Petrarch had refumed his 
iludies under this mafter, Clement V. came to 
Carpentras with a great number of cardinals : 
the air of Avignon did not agree with him ; or 
the inquietude of his mind occafioned by ill 
health would not fufFer him to reft in any 
place. The change, however, was not iiic- 
ceisfiil ; on which he refblved to go to Bour- 
deaux, to try his native air ; but was obliged to 
ilop at a village ntear Avignon, where he died* 
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There was a great oppofition^ intercfts in the 
conclave, and difputes and quarrels arofc be^ 
tween the Italians and Gafco«« about a new 
pope. Thefe tumults, and thcKobfequics of 
Clement, were amufing objedsf^to Petrarch, 
now ten years old ; at a riper age they would 
have penetrated him with the moft lively grief/ 
Dante, whom we may confidcr as the foreran- 
ner of Petrarch, wrote on this.occaiion a fine 
letter to the dilperfed cardinals ; in wirtch hc^ 
exhorts them to reunite immediately, to ft<^ 
this anarchy fo fatal to the church, and to 
bring back the holy fee to Rome. 

13 1 7. After the departure of the cardinals, 
Carpentras enjoyed tranquillity : Petrarch pro- 
fited by it, gave himfelf entirely to ftudy, knd 
made aftonifliing progrefs. In the courfe of 
five years he learned as much grammar, rheto- 
ric, and logic, as can be taught in fchools to 
thpfe of his age. 

The father of Petrarch and the uncle of Gui 
Settimo, having engaged to go together to the 
celebrated fountain of Vauclufe, their children 
were defirous of acconipanying them ; a cu- 
riofity veiy natural to perfons of their age. 
The mother of Petrarch coniented to it with 
difficulty : Ihe joined to the timidity of her fex 
that anxiety which is produced by extreme ten- 
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demcis ; the Icaft thing alarmed her, and at 
that time the fliorteft journeys were not taken 
-mlliout dan«jr. But how could Ihe refift 
the rcquefts and cafcfles of a beloved child ! At 
laft Ihc ciojiji^licd, and they fet out for this re- 
.tr^U:. No fooiier were they arrived at the 
fountain, tJtan Petrarch, enraptured with the 
charms of this wonderfiil Iblitude, felt an emo- 
tlom which made him cry out, * Here is a fitua- 
tion/ wiich fiiits me marvcUoufly ! Was I 
li^after.of this place, I Ihould prefer it to the 
Gtlt& ' cities !' Thefe lively impreffiohs wercr 
afterwards transfiifed through many of Pe- 
trSfeh's , works ; and have immortalifed thij^ 
beauties of Vauclufe, 

A mind likfc Petrarch's could not be con- 
fined in the narrow path of ftudy which was 
followed in that age; he fbon left his fchool- 
fellows far behind in the career of learning, 
Profper and the fables of Efop were the only 
books the niafters gave their fcholars to teach 
them the Latin : and while they were tortur- 
ing their brains to undcrftand thefe, Petrarch, 
to whom they were only a paftime, already 
devoured the works of Cicero, which he had 
found among his father's books, who loved 

and reverenced that celebrated writer. And 

» 

though he could not penetrate his deep 
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thoiights, he tailed the harmony of his Iw-^ 
guage^ compared with which the ftyle of 
crcry other author was to him difcofdant. In 
ihort^^ he conceived fuch a paffion for thefe 
writings, that he would have ilripped himielf 
of all he had to pi^rchaie them. 

13 1 8. The time however came when his 
father thought it ncceffary to feck an eftabliih- 
ment for his fon* Science and letters were 
held in contempt even at Avignon, though the 
jeiidencc of the moft polite and witty court 
in Eurc^e* Law was the only ftudy which 
led to fortune, and Petrarco, obferving the ta- 
lents of his Ion, hoped he would make a figure 
in this profeffion, and fcnt him, not yet four-* 
teen years of age, to ftudy at Montpellier ; a 
town finely fituated for health and plealiire, 
with a univcrfity famous for the ikill of its pro- 
feffors, both in phyfic and law. The Roman 
law had teen taught there from the twelfth 
century. Petrarch ftudied here four years ; 
but it was fo ipuch loft time, for he could not 
be brought to fiiic his attention on luch dry iub- 
je<fts : * I could not/ fays he, ^ deprave my mind 
by fuch a fyftem of chicanery as the prefent 
forms of law exhibit/ 

Petrarco, perceiving his flow progrefs, fcnt 
him to Bologna, a place of ft ill higheyr renown 
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for peiibns of this profeffion ; but he iuccceded 
no better there than at Montpellicr. What a 
grief to Pctrarco to find that, inftead of ap-?. 
plying to the law, his fon pafled whole days 
in reading ancient authors, and above all 
the poets, with whom he was infatuated ! He 
took a journey to Bologna, to remedy if poffi^ 
ble this evil, which he apprehended would be 
{o fatal to his fon. Petrarch, who did not ex- 
ped his father, ran to hide the manufcripts of 
Cicero, Virgil, and fome other poets, of whofc 
works he had formed a little library ; depriving 
himfelf of every other enjoyment to become 
mailer of thele treafures, Petrarco, having dii^ 
covered the place in which they were con- 
cealed, took them out before his face, and 
caft them all into the fire, Petrarch in an 
agony of defpair cried out, as if he himlclf 
had' been precipitated into the flames, which 
he law devouring what was moft dear to his 
imagination. Petrarco, who was a good man, 
moved by the lamentations of a beloved child, 
{hatched Cicero and Virgil out of the fire half 
burnt ; and holding the poet in one hand, an4 
the orator in the other, he prefented them to 
Petrarch, faying, ^ Take them, my fon ! here 
is Virgil, who fhall confole you for what 
you have loft ; here is Cicero, who Ihall pre* 



tZ THE I.IFE OF BOOK 

10 

pare you for the ftudy of the laws/ Pe- 
trarch was touched with fo much goodneis, 
and would if poffible have gratified fo kind a 
father; but nature was always ftroiiger tlji^tt 
his endeavours. 

By accident he met with two of the beft 
poets of that time among the prof^ffors at Bo- 
logna ; Cino de Piftoyc, who read the code, 
and Cecco de Afoli, who taught philofophy and 
aftrology. Cino had three difciples who have 
done him honour, Petrarch, Boccace, and fifear- 
tholi. Thefe poets foon diicovered the talents 
and the tafte for poetry which Petrarch pofJ- 
feffed; and, inftead of oppofing, they cultivatpd 
the latter, ai>d affifted their young dilciple in 
the purfuit of it. His xiefire of knowing every 
thing was infatiaWe^ the fureft mark of fuperio? 
genius in youth. 

1324. At this time he received a letter ftom 
Avignon, informing him of the death of hh 
mother. Petrarch fays, * She was a woman of 
rare merit ; and though ycry handfome, and 
living where much corruption of -manners took 
place, not only her virtue ha^d nevei^ fwcrvcd, 

• • • • 

but even calumny had never reached heri She 
poffefled a folid and rational piety, which ftie 
fliewed in attending to the duties • of her fta- 
tioT\, and the care of her houfe.' Petrarco, 



• 

«• 
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Yi^'d had always lived with her iri the moft 
perfeA union, felt his lofs to be irreparable: 
ke 'was affefted wfth it in fo lively ^ manner* 
tjtet -' hfe rlinguifhed from that time, and, not 
bluing able to furvivc ib dear a companion, died 
the year after, 13 ^^5, As foon as Petrarch re- 
cei\fed this melancholy news, he quitted Bo- 
logna with his brother Gerard : and they we^t 
to * Avignon to colle<S what their parents had 
left them; and to put their affairs in order, 

' Thefef two orphans, without proteftion and 
experience, were much embarraflfed in a city 
which they fcarcely knew, having only jpa£kd 
through it occafionally ; and where now neither 
parents nor friends remained. Their domeftic 
affairs were in the greateft difordcr, arijQng from 
the.villany of thofe to whom Petrarco had 
given them in truft, and who had appropriated 
moft of the effeAs to themfelves. * To their 
ignorance, however,' fays Petrarch^ ' I owed 
d matiufcript of Cicero ; it was the moft prc- 
ck>us effeft my father had left nae/ Their pror 
pterty being thus alienated, they had recourfc 

to the prieft^s habit, as the likelieft road to fuc- 

» * 

eels. . 

This indifferent lituation of affairs did not 
prevent Petrarch from a good work. Conve- 
nole, his old fchoolmafter, had given up his 
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Ichool, and dragged but a languifliing life at 
Avignon, overwhelmed with age and poverty* 
Petrarco had affifted him during his life, and 
Petrarch was now the Ible refource of this poor 
old man. He nevcr'failedto fuccour him in 
his need; and when he had no money (which' 
was often the cafe) he carried his benevolence 
fb faf, as to lend him his books to pttwti. 
This cxquifite charity proved an irreparable 
lofs to the republic of letters ; for among th^fk 
books were two rare manufcripts of Cicero, in 
which was his treatife upon glory. Petrarch 
alked him feme time after where he had 
placed them, deligning to redeem them him- 
felf. The old man„ afhamed of what he hail 
done, anfwered only with tears. Petrarch of- 
fered him money to recover them. ' Ah !' re- 
plied he, ' what an affront are you putting upon 
me I* Petrarch, to humour his delicacy, went 
no further. Some time after, Convenole weiit 
from Avignon to Prato, his native village, 
where he died : and the manufcripts could 
never be recovered. Petrarch drew up his epi- 
taph, at the requeft of his countrymen. 

1326. The licentioufnefs of luch a city as 
Avignon was very dangerous for a youth of 
Petrarch's free difpofitions and lively paffions; 
he was now twenty-two years of age : he lived 



however withTiis brother in the ftri<ftcil union; 
their taftes, defires, and projects, were nearly 
(fee fame. Inclination led them to frequent 
puWic places, and the aflemblies of the ladies ; 
arid'thtf ftate of their finances put them under 
the difagreeable neceffity of making their court 
to perfbns in favour. A confidcrable part of 
t\^^4ay Was often employed in dreffing, and 
in all thofe minute particulars which arc re- 
quifite to a polifhed exterior. In a letter, 
which Petrarch wrote to his brother, he lays^ 
* RccoUeA the time when we wore white ha- 
bits, on which the leaft fpot or a plait ill placed 
would have been a fubjecft of grief ; when our 
flioes were fo tight we fufFercd martyrdom in 
them : when we walked in the ibrcets, whajt 
care to avoid the puffs of wind that would 
have difordered our hair, and the iplaihes of 
water that would have tarnifhed the glofs of 
our clothes.' A young man fo employed could 
have but little leifure: that little however was 
devoted to ftudy, and counterbalanced his de- 
votion to the gaieties of the world- 

The fcarceneis of books rendered it dif- 
ficult for Petrarch to fatisfy his defire of know- 
ledge ; the manufcripts of Latin authors of the 
Auguftan age were fcarce, and of the Greek 
authors there were only bad tranflations, which 
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v^ere exceedingly dear ; for thofe who pofTcfled 
them kept them Ihut up as a treafure. By 
courage, patience, and addrefs, he often lur- 
mounted thefe obftacles : and it is to him we 
are indebted for many ancient authors which 
had been loft, had he not colleAed them with 
infinite la^ur. Copies were taken in his pre- 
fence, and fometimes he tranlcribed them 
himfelf, being out of patience with the tedi- 
oufnefs and blunders of the writers he em- 
ployed. 

Nothing was more eafy than to err in this 
road of genius into which Petrarch was en- 
tered. He ftood in need of an enlightened 
guide ; and he had the happinefs to find fuch 
a diredor in John of Florence, canon of Pifa,. 
a man refpeded for his age and the gravity of 
his manners. He had been fifty years in the 
office of apoftolic writer, which, though a la- 
borious employment, did not hinder him from 
improving his underftanding, by the ftudy of 
the ancient authors. He had behaved, in a 
ftormy and corrupt court, with fuch fteady 
virtue as to acquire great reputation. His 
converfation was agreeable, and he was fought 
by all for his eloquence and wit. - Petrarch felt 
of what confequence it was to pleafe a man of 
fuch merit. Their country was the bond that 
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umt£;4 them, if we believe Petrarch^ .Whofe 
inodefty gave this reaibn for the afiedlion he 
was received with by this holy father. * I have 
felt/ fays he, 'in the courfc of my life, that the 
ilrongpft of all bonds vsrith good men is the lovt 
of their eountry, and hatred of it with the 
wicked/ It was no wonder John of Florence 
t||^k a delight in fiich a young mail as PbtratdiL 
He looked upon him as his own ion. Not 
content with direAing him in his ilu4ies, fat 
watered into all the particulars of his life, tO' 
lifted him with his advice, and conibled him in 
his troubles. He exhorted him to virtue and 
the love of God ; and praifed him in all pkces 
with that warmth which friendship alone can 
inspire. 

Petrarch, in return for all this goodnefi^ 
placed 9n entire and unreferved confidence in 
hts guide* He delighted to unboibm himftlf 
Co his fiither ; to confefs to him his chagrins { 
and to acknowledge his faiilt^. After qtdttsng 
htfn^ he looked into his own heart ; he felt it 
more tranquil, more infpired with the love of 
(hidy, mote difpoied to virtue. ' One day/ 
iays he, ^ I went to my father, in one of thoie 
de%nidtng moods which fomctimea take hold 
of me. He received me \^nth his ufual kindne% 

VOL. I. c 



l8 TH£)LIF£tOF »00K 

^' Wh^'is the'marttfcr vrith youf ' ^iai^i**^' 
;** You fccm thoughtful, and I amdemV^fedji^^ 
ibmething has not befallen you;" ^"^ You are nc^ ^ 
iwikaktvii my father/' f«€pikd I ; " but it is nd^^ 
thingfuew ; my old'eotes op^ds rfie j yi3fu4tio#^'^ 
thdm } my hctet hUs ti^rtr been hid frorii yi5\iiA ^ 
hoped to have r^cn above the cirowd, abd^ a^ ^ 
mated by your lovey to have -arrivcHJ 4t^^drti«<-' * 

ththg great. Yott have oftdn told^ nae I tti(»al4^ 
be obliged to anfwer bef6re <5od^ for ^ thef tM^t^^ ^ 
which I negkdedfta eultivati. "■' Wiiht'fdvhm^^ 
citemerits, I applied myfelf with ardour *6 
itudy, and fufiered not a mbment to-be loft. 
Yet' after' alH have done to kndW fomcthiii^/' 
I find I know nothing.- Shall I <iu4t4ftiid)^^- 
Shall I enter into another courfe ? Maw pWf - 
on nie^toy father* Draw me out of tlw^drfcad-^^^^ 
ful flBte I am fallen into." In fayii^g this/ 1'^ 
buriik' ihto tca<i?s. *' Ceafe to afflift youttfetf, tiigr " 
child/' ((aid<he ; '^y(mr condition isnotfe tmfl 4f J 
it appeal^ to you» You knew nothing at flhd' 
time you? thought yourfelf wife : and .you h*i3c > 
made ^ ^eat ftep towards kno\?v^^ledgc ia^iiilw t 

covering your ignorance. Theyeilas^oiiqowtdh* 
and you tierW'fte thofe errors of thei^u*!, wWcJrd 
an exacfeof prcfiimption had formerly hid frorn : 
your fiy«6. : In proportion ,ass wc afce«4 *Hf^Q? • 
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vatfid place^ we difcovcr many tkings wc didiibt 
fufp(e<ft before. Launch out into the iea^ aad 
tlie further you adve^nc^, the inore will you be 
copviriced of its irnnacn;fity, an«l of 'the nece^ 

^itycpf Arvcflclit^ iMrfdferve)yQUiOi:i that clement* : 
Fpllqw the.rqad you. have. jCnt^red by iuy adn. 
Yu;e» and be . perfuaded that . God will never 
abandon yofu« «Tho£b diibrders are the mo£t . 
fajtajj, whpre thf; evil h not perccivpd : to know r 
th@.4i^ea£^:is.th{s.|ii^,ftep towards a. cune/* :: 
Th^ w^rd^^ like an oracje,. re-eftabliihed my., 

^et]::^c;h tells us that his mind, like hw 
body, expelled in adivity rather than, ftrei^thj / 
anc^rip uprightnefe rather thaniblidity. M^s^ -^ 
pbij|p^{^y and poetry were his chief delight ;; - 
heiloved alio the ftudy of antiquity, to whi^h 
h^ y^as the more inclined from anavcriion to 
the rage in which he lived. He loved hiilosy^ i 
but he could not bear the diicord which reigh*^ 
ed/tamong hiilorians« In doubtful pacts, he \ 
detonnined by the probalility of the fads, and : 
th^reputation of the authors. He applied him^ 
feJEto pkilofophy^ without eipoufing any 'feiSt'; 
bobuaie he found no fyftem which was fatis^o^ 
toiy* ^ Move truth/ iays he, ^ and nol Ib&i* I 
am Ibnrietimes a peripatetic, a ftoic, or an aca*- 
demician, and often none of them; but-r- 

c 2 
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ALWAY5 A CHRISTIABT, To philofop^liZe IS 

to love wifdom ; and the true wifdom is Jeius 
Chrift. Let us read the hiftoriani, the poets-, 
and the philofophers ; but let us hare in our 
hearts the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, in which 
alone is perfcift wifdom and perfect happi- 
nefs/ It were to be wiflied that thoie who 
have devoted thcmfelvcs to letters had alwajsf 
followed this rule. 

The time that Petrarch gave up to fludy re- 
tarded the progrtfs of his fortune ; he had ate 
yet no patrons who could make him indepen- 
dents It was neceflary therefore to feek Ibme 
more profitable Situation ; and one prelented 
Jtfclf beyond his utmoft hopes. He had feeri 
at Bologna James Colonna ;. but, though they 
purfued the fame ftudies, and were often to- 
gether in the fame fchools, they form:ed at that 
time no" union. It is wonderful that two 
youiig fnen of fuch fimilar difpoiitionsi and 
whom nature feemed to have united^ fhould at 
that time Ihew fo little afFp<5^idrt for each 
other. James Colonna. who remained at Bq- 
logna to finifh the fludy of the law a$ter Pe- 
trarch quitted that place, returned to Avignon 
fbon after. He difcovered Petrarch in the Gon-» 
fufion of that tumultuous court ; aad^ h^ipg 
informed himfelf more particularly about hirn^t 
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he conf^fTedy that his countenance had always 
pleafed him, and he foon admitted him into 
his familiar fricndftiip. ' To judge of Petrarch'^ 
happincis, we muft give the picture he has 
hiihlelf drawn of James Colonna. 

* He was/ fays he, ' of all men one of the moft 
amiable ; he had a noHe and agreeable coun-' 
tenancc ; and a majeftic air, which announced 
a perfon of dignity. He was eafy in fociety ; 
gay in converfation ; and grave, when luch a 
deportment was proper. ♦le was tender and 
dtitilfial to his parents, generous and faithful to 
his friends, and affable and liberal to all the 
world. Notwithftanding his great nartie, and 
greater talents, he appeared always humble 
ina inodcft, and, with a very diftitiguiflied 
figure, his manners were irreproachable. No 
one could refift his eloquence. It might b^ 
fold, he held the hearts of men in his hand. 
Full of capdour and frankneft, his letters, his ^ 
converfation, discovered to his friends all the 
movemicnts of his ibul. He was bom in Prance, 
du|-ing the refidence of his father in that coun- 
try. Nature gave him a tafte for the fciences^ 
which he had highly cultivated^ but princir 
pafly thofe relative to the ecclefiafHcal ftatc. 
He had read the fathers, as fitr sis they could 
t)C read itj an age when mariuifcripts w^ere rare ; 
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and he' gave the preference to St. Jerome/ 
This often engaged him in disputes with Pe- 
trarch, who was partial to St. Anguftin. A 
man who had fb much underilanding and dii^ 
cemment, loon difcovercd the merits of Pe- 
trarch ; Who on his part coniidered it as a.'fin- 
gular happineis to have acquired the proteSion 
and favour of fuch a Meca^as. :. 

• 

James Colonna was defirous of profesaAing 
to his parents lb amiable a friend. One braiich 
of his family was j^ablilhed at Avignon, and 
were the greateft ornaments of the court of 
Rome. 

In the quarrels of Italy they had been great 
fufFerers; and there is a fine pailage related of 
Stephen, an anceftor of this Q)lonna. When 
^n the heat of battle, and oppreffed with num- 
.bers, one g( his friends, terrified with the peril 
in which he faw him, ran to his aid, crying 
out, * Stephen ! where is your fortrcls ?' ' Here 
.it is/ he replied with a fmile, laying his hand 
upon his heart. And in faft, he had not at 
that time a fingle houfe left: Boniface had 
taken all, 

Petrarch fpeaks with the greateft freedom 
of this pope. * We ought not,* fays he, ' to of- 
fend the vicar of God, but Boniface had too 
free a tongue, and too bitter a fpirit, for a fuc- 
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iCffffw of Chrkft / This, .. among other free things, 

he wrote in a letter addrefled to one of the 

. ilibfequent popes. Benedi<^ XL revoked the 

' i&iitencc againft the Colooui^s ; and Celment V. 

^^ftored : the hat to the twa cardinals, Jsune^ 

and Peter Colonna, at the iblicitation of the 
ixkha^ of 4^gl^nd and France. From the line 

9f Stephen Colonna aroie the illufbrious fa<p. 
;2 nnoj^,^ which ivviU fo often appear in a very in-p-. 
li >tmitilizig light in the coUri^ of thefe niemQirSf 
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1337- V^E att now tb cntttr upon a vei^y* 
ititerefting part of the life of Petrarch. Abottt 
this time he feltJ the firft emotions of that a^- 
detit5 ttendef , and conftant paffion> which wa^' 
ever after engraved upon his heart. The name:^ ' 
of Petrarch and Laura can never be feparated. 

Petrarch had received from nature a very 
dangerous prefent; his figure was fo diftifi- 

guiflied, as to attract univerlal admiration^ 
He appears in his portraits with large and 
manly features, eyes fuU of fire, a blooming 
comple]Lion, and a countenance that belpoke 
all the genius and fancy which Ihone forth in 
his works. In the flower of his youth the 
beauties of his perfon were fo very ftriking, 
that wherever he appeared he was the objeift of 
attention. He pofiTeiTed an underftanding ac-» 
tive ar&d penetrating, a brilliant wit, and a fin© 
imagin£|tion. His heart was candid and'be«»' 
nevoknt, fufceptible of the moft lively affec- 
tion*, and infpired with the nobleft fentimentft 
of Kberalitjr. 



II. PETRARCH* i^ 

But his failings muil not be concealed^ His 
temper was on fome occalSons violent, and his 
paffions hcadftrong and unruly. A warmth of 
conftitution hurried him into irregularities, 
which were followed with repentance and re- 
morfe. ' I can aver/ fays he, * that from the 
bottom of my foul I deteft fuch fcenes.* And 
in another place, ' I fometimes afted with free^ 
dona, becauie love had not yet become an in* 
habitant of my breaft,' No eiTential reproach 
however could be c^ on his manners till after 
the twenty-third year of his age. The fear 
of God, the thoughts of death> the love of 
virtue, and thoie principles of religion whicH . 
were incidcated by his mother, preiervedhinn 
from the furrounding temptations of his earlier 
life. 

After his return from Bologna, he paiTed n 
whole ijcar among the numerous beauties, of 
Avignon, in a i%ate of calm indilSerence* Some 
of Ihefe bo^uties were ambitipus to make a^ 
tonqildft of fb accomplilhed a youdi. Thdr- 
attentions hoiwever were only matter of amufe^ 
ment; they .never reached his heart: and h€h 
was at this time, to uie his own words, ' a^ 
free and wild as an untamed flag/ But aks ^ 
the moment was fail approaching, when thi$ 
boftftcd liberty was to be at an end. * hoyt^ 



\ 
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fey 5 he, ' obfcrving. that his former arroWiS.had 
glanced over my heart, called to his aid a lady 
againll whofe power neither wit^ ftrength^ nor 
bcftuty^' were of the Icaft aTaiL' : ' u : ; ' 

On Sunday in the hciy week^ . at fix iatjbe 
mortting^ the time of niatins, Petrarch goitig 
to the church of the mtonaftery of St- Glaife> 
fewa young lady, wlu>fe charms inftantly fixed 
his attei^tion. She was drefTed ia green,, snd 

' her gown W3^ embfmdefbd with violetsj^ He^r 
lace, her air, her gait, were fomething more 
than mortal. Her peribn was delicate, her 
eyes tender and fparkling, and her eyebrow^ 
i)ilack a» ebony. Golden locks waved over/ jber 
jfcotijders whiter than fnow ; and the ringlets 
\srere interwoven by the fingers of love.: Her 
neck was well formed, and her complexion 
animated by the tints. of nature^ which* ,^t 
vainly attempts to imitate. When ihe opened 
her mouth, you perceived the beauty of peaarla 
and the iwcetnefs of rofes. She was full, of 
gn^ccs. Nothing was fo foft as her lookg^ lb 
mcideft as her carriage, ib touching as ,the 
ibund of her voice. An air of gaiety and ten* 
4crhefs breathed around her, hut fo pure and 
happily tempered, as to infpire every beholder 
with the fentiments of virtue : for Ihe • was 

. chafte as the fpangled dew-drop of the jnomv 
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' 'Such/ fays Petrarch, ^^wzs the amiable J^aura/ 
and he adds : 

' Till this moment I was a ftranger to love ; 
but its brighteft flame was now lighted up in 
ray ^ foul. . Honotir, virtue, and the graces; a 

. thmi&nd attraftions, a thoufand amiafade con-^ 

. ifferfations— thcfc, O love. ! are thy tender ties ! 
Tfefeare the nets in which thou haft caught 

- me. How :was it poffible for me to avoid this 

^ llbyrinth ? a labyrinth from which I fhall never 
cfcapew' 

In another fonnet ; ' Hitherto I feared not 
love. My afFe(9ions, cold as ice, formed around 
•itty heart a cryftal rampart. Tears, were ilran- 
gfers' to my eyes ; my fleep was undifturbed ; 
arid I law with aftonilhment' iri others, what I 

' had never experienced in myfelf. Such have 

• I befell ! Alas ! what am I now ?' 

" ; ^'« Nature'formed you,Yays Petrarch,^ the moft 
ftriking model of her own power. When I 
firft beheld you, what emotions ! Nothing can 
efface the imprcffion you then made. When 
I begin to ling of Laiura, my ipirits are chilled : 
when I open my lips, my voice falters and* 
ftops. Whkt powens of harmony can equal 
luch a lubjedl ?' 

Various have been the opinions concerning 
Laulra. From a comparative view of theiu 
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with the few particulars to be found of her 
private life, coUefted from the archives of the 
houie of Sade, and frofti the writings of Pe- 
trarch, it appears Ihe was the daughter of Andii 
bett de Noves, a chevalier, and that her mo* 
thct's liame was Ermeffenda. The houfe of 
Noves held the firft rank at Noves, a tov^^n of 
iProvcnce, two leagues from Avignon, and 
Laura had a houfe in that city, where fhe pafled 
a part of the year. Her father left her a hand- 
fbme dowry on her marriage, which was made 
by her mother when fiie was very young with 
Hugues de Sade, whofe family was originally 
of Avignon, and who held the firft officer 
there* 

From the whole behaviour of Laura, joined 
to thefe and other fafts on record, as we flxal! 
hereafter fee, concerning her family, it is clear*- 
!y proved fhe was a married womstn when Pe- 
trarch firft met with her at the church of the 
monaftery of St. Claire* Had it not been {b^ 
there feems little reufon for her aiifterity or his 
remorfe, which arofe from the indulgence of a 
paflion too violent (as he owns in his dialogue 
Vvith St. Auguftin) to he caufed by a pure 
firtfedlion of mind; ^s fome authors have re?- 
preieoted it : one in particular, vho fays th9,t 
^he pope, from his high cfteem aind lov? of Pq- 

a 



11. iPEtRARCttr Zg 

trarch^ offered his holding certain offices in the 
church, in conjunftion with his marriage with 
La^ra ; which Petrarch refufed, faying that his 
affedion would be iidlied by the conjugal tie. 
One remark alone is fiifficient to invalidate 
this author s authority. He fays, that it was 
Urban V. who would have granted this licenic 
to Petrarch, and Urban was not cle<5ted pope 
till after the death of Laura. 

An old pifturc of Laura was brought in 1 642 
to cardinal Barberini, which had a long time 
been preferved in the houfe of Sade at Avig- 
non ; and Richard de Sade, then biihop of 
Cavaillon, whofc authority in this matter was 
•undeniable, proved that this Laura of the houfe 
of Sade was the Laura of Petrarch : and that 
all the accounts of her as an allegorical perfbn, 
or of her being at Vauclufe as the miftrcfs of 
Pqtrarch, were the invention of romancers, 
who drew from nothing lefs than fafts, and 
mixed allegory with every thing; and who 
upon examination are found to be as ill in- 
formed in many other material circumftances 
concerning Petrarch as in this refped:ing 

Laura. 

• * ■ -• • • •' 

As fo much has been fald on this fubje^ by 
different authors of the life of Petrarch, it 

* 4 1 . fc 

feemed neceflary to notice it, and mention the 
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Bxxdidrkj an which the>fa<^ reft celative 'fo>tfae -* 
xaacruage and family of Laura J And this^htit.i 
cau^ us to digtcfs too lot^ from out hiifa>i:l)zV' ^ 
tO'Which we will now return^ ■ . ^ , » 

4 James C<>lonna> 4ho fsiendi of Fctrarcb^ kadrt 
nobly diftinguifiied bi^ibif iti a difpute bb^^ 
tween the emperor and thfe pope, and hadciMj|i> ? 
cxpofed' his life to die fury o£ the emp,e«)?s 
troops which furromnded him, while he wisP^ 
thecfnly man who ventured to read th^ p^eV^ 
bull to a thousand peribns *aflen3kyed ; ^ftd> 3 
after this he boldly faid> ^ I oppofe ^LcwJsi of ^ 
Bavaria; and maintain that pope John^XXIL: 
is the catholic and legitimate pope ; and tha*'!> 
he who calls himfelf emperor, is not fo/* JsfiPt 
one replied 5 aiid this adventurous ftep pitrpfelilv.' 
fiiccefsful. , i^ (i.;[: 

^33^' The biihopric of Lombes becdming 1^ 
vacant, John XXII. gave it, with a di{]pkn^^ 
fation on account of age, to JamejiColonna^' 
a fmail recompenfe for fb great a fervicfc^ If ^ 
the dignity was above his years, its fituation in- 
a rude village was little fuitable to hi^ raa^k'; - 
however, he determined to go and4ake^po£»ii: 
feffion. Thid prelate was extremely fond of * 
Petrarch's fociety, and aiked him to accoimpmy < 
him. ' He defired me to do that as a favcmri! : 
fays Petrarch, * which he might have command 



zdrftcati Im fvBpcticfnty <iind the . a&endesicy lie 
Ji«d oveir me/ lafhtenced by the fimn^i at** 
43u:^meikt tx>^tlm frieBd, Petmrebinnikl i>ut refiufe 
him anything : bcfidc*^ be badu cwioiky whidi 
made ttaiadhng vory •goMabkii cfpecid^ly iiik- 
fudri ibirktyi a»dfh^ «^eptfd.jff«h,joy thi^ pr^i . 

Tt^iy^f* QHt 'm ISSf^i. to go Jfrom Avignoin . 
tojt^^^mh^ : T^y:^4v?;'ft4JLangucdoc; palled 
Mty&^lilpr, whiere, ?:ptr^rch ha4 Awiicd ; IS^r 
bcmne^ which Cicero callqd the buiw^k pj^ ^ 
the Ronj^in empire, and the model of Hoinf 
itfeif^ to Thonlou^, >vheve they fpent fom^ 
daysi;^ for th« love of fciencp and letters ren- 
dey«!& it worthy the curiofity of the bjiliop and ; . 

oflFetrarcb* Martial caUs it the. Rom^n P^IU* 

* • » ' 

dium from its taAe for the polite arts ; .^uio^. 
nish the famous poet of the forth centut}^, 
was bfo^ht up <there. Provincial pQetr};.>vas., 
mQr«i^!Ciiiti;r|iti?d. in Languedo? %h^^ f^ ^tl^ 
ot\^T provipces ; and Thouloufe lya^ confid^^^* 
cdna^t.the ppn9ip^ ftat of th« Mufes.^ Jt waf^ 
in tiu3. refj4eQce 9.t Thouloufe, ^rid |n.<j^fconjf, . 
that>v^^tmr€h became acquainted with the 
wofkj.ipf fame of their fampu3 poets, froia 
whanif he is thought to have gathered taany 

J»i ^J^jgir ^ rout hc^p^i Thoulpuie to . Lombcs, 



wid^idrcadful roads. 37hr£la]ation.4il.tfa6P«owii, 
^Mid th<^ pk«iufc»«ili *fiirekxl, did not rcatm- 

rrTdttty, and voy ill buStj the codrtfty' 4l**it 

t j&yvimfirttitfiil, and void of all 'pft>i|>®ft/ • #lie 

charafters, cuftoms, and converfatkm ^><llie 

r iiibabi tai il g. like their climat^/iaiTccJia'dis riogh, 

f, 5Hd;haTdencd : nothing eo«M be ih'bpfdf^to 

-libc - Italian manhefs. Petrarch cd^fldndr^- 

concile himfelf to them ; and, besfidcs thilf^he 

-beaded tiic continual thunders this ctotinfly is 

-f^bjtd: to, and which arc octafiblied^-bj^^'lile 

: aeighbouring mountains, colIe6Hng *alm«(ft^iSi-^ 

- ititerrupted ftorms. A fine field of fAiaflirttry 

this for Ishe bilhop, who loved railkry; ftnd-^Miko 

oftea bahtetcd Petrarch for his d^teay; 

though in fed he was aftonlflicfd to -M&^fo 

much courage, ftrcngth, and patience, 'iii a 

young man foftened by the polite arts. 'Hfr*wa^ 

f^cafant alfo upon fome grey hairs* which' af)- 

pcafcd already, though he was fcartc twenty* 

. five years old. To this raiHery Petiidrch iA^ 

^cred, * It confoles me that I have tiffs* ^in 

common with the greateft men of antiquity, 

C^far, Virgil, X^qmitian, &c.* Petrarch fbux\d 



immmv iti: tkeiwimfion of tjie bi^p of Lorn- 
ilii^^tiftfteietstKOonipenie &rwfaat the rade- 
die dimsle aiid < tlie inte^ntatRi^ xraufed 
&l9er. AaftMUi^ the ^fMct&tis i^hoWi kis 
Intfliiijk^ «od «bG^ ail, "tiie t^sMSbct of 
<2Qi(H«8» attached to kim, liMSf^ wi^ie 
itsi^ "wiiOB^ oiirv^fming poet diftingcdlflied :£rcmi 
Ikfe reft^ oad mth whom he fofxncd a taadar 

TiwS^was Ldlo, the fon of Peter St^ha- 
iH,,#iSiiiiaQaii geodeitiati, whofe &miif iad Jbeen 
filwii|r$ .IMttaphed to that of Coionha* Betmarch 
Ap^oi him, ' Hits ^utxiily is Roman and noUe, 
ibttl^ nuidem of igin ; his cluua<%6r, howei^r^ 
iflA mitmcf of thinking, is that of ancient 
.Ibowe* He is more ennobled by his iirte^s 
Aai^ Itos biith; nature has endued him With 

^ " » 

iHiiij^jkalettts ivhich he has cultivated aridper-^ 
k^^(iA:hj ibidy: he is prudent,' induftridus-, 
di^;t«et^ md faithful/ So i^aiciy goddiqda* 
lities rendered him extremely dear to all' the 
.Cplo|in$s* Old Stephen Colonna looked upon 
htni ^ hi^ fbn ; his childreti, as their brother : 
9jfi^ he WAS attached in a particuiar manner to 
tde b^l^p of Lcmibes. He nvas much grven to 
.ftftdj from Ws youth ; but, afterwards, the un- 
f^llkd ijate of liis country inclined him to take 
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his fidelity; d?t4^ri^i(^,PietTOrc;h^to. giyq kwk. 

near, BjmT . Ic. P^e, ip; a, liitUe cauRtgrr fitwtfteit 
the hank3 of the Bhine, botweei;^ Birajb^ An&\w 
paiet of Holland called Compigne. ,< F^trdn^lperilYi 
roipciJl to the pl^pe of bf^ ,>irt)i, cajl? ,idiMiJ^ 

Barl?ai:iai»,. • I ^w^as.aflwwibqd/ .ft)f?,^^/ltft.|^ 
ia thi5 Ba^bariaji^ a culdvatcid m;od^.p9^if^#e^^ 
fjywtpefs, and the xnoftagBecgible talei^s^ ,;. 1^ 
makes gpod; v^rfeji and bpcrfe^ in,ipyfif»; ,^jfj 
ipiagination is lively, his conyerfajtipn, j^h^f^ujj 
and ea/y. To. this be joins ^ jredittj^^f^fi^flj 
fee^gth of fpul, which rendeiP him c^q^ 
beftowing the beft a^dvice/ Th^ fprf^Htj^jpf . 
his manner^^, his modefly, ajad an ecy^^^1y-)9^ 
temper which nothing could diftuij^3^| ^5?f 1 . 
mined Petrarch to give him ti^ j^ia^j^^^j^f ^o-? 

crate^. , , ^,.^. rtd,^, bfn.. 

, With thcfe, three friends, Lelius,, jSocjj^^,^ 
and the bilhop, Petrarch p.afled, a^^elifi^^i^^ 
fH«^mer J / almpft; fays ^, ' a^^^^^ipj^p^^^^^^^ 
cannot^' he continues afterw;at4s4 * rg<:^lla^^f9|:^^ 
paffed fc) agreeably, without ^ rcgrstti[;i|^ .^jj, 
thqfe were the rnoft dclightfvU da^s,of,ipyvJi&^y 



< • 



\ r »■ / ' 



ftbjb ft dhofen foeiety lirats- a full compen&tion 
fe*« r^dthg" iti • this Gafcon village, and could 
atehfe Goriibie the for the abfciicc of Laura/ 

One efihis griat-*plea!ftirei "v*tfe to fee the 
yti/tai^^dAo in' hkkfjfi^ lA the 

floi^fer'^dP^fe age, atiid' Vrith ah' aif of youth 
wHidh^ptotoifed-iidthing feriteus, he acquitted 
hihalfel^^%kh a grrftity and cxaftnefs' that 
\*vMikf i^ave^beieil admired in an old pontiff. 
W«6ett^fee'¥J)dke-to^Mi pfco{^le, or to his deVgy, 
he^^ifil^d-^^ahtl triiprciltid their foulsVifrom 
tilted dcHeacibd of a Ro^an court, he had paiTed 
into the'Tyr6nean deferts, without fliewlng 
by his* aii^ and '.manner tharlie had changed 
W8*clih?rite.' His countenance was always gay 
atod'tefcine, his humour always equal ; andlii 

ittle* time he fo entirely changed the face of 
tfcfe countty, that this part of Gafcotiy appeared 
afitflteltaly. 

A ^ cofrei|x)ndence alfo between the bifhop 
and John Andre, the famous profeiTor of the 
canon law at Bologna, contributed very much 
ed^th^^ ahulfertieht of Petrarch, during his re- 
fidenilAi ktriiOrtiSes. This man, fo celebrated in 
hiV'^^'aj^6, and fd little known at prefent, 
wb dSfe'ply verfcd in the civil law, but very 
fup^HSciariii all other knowledge; rieverthelefs, 
by a pervcrienefs of nature not uncommon, he 
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In: his fdiool, inftcad of keeping within ^hls 
iubjed:, h0 i^(^cd to 4^lp his fcbol^rs with 

f. vain rPa?a^^3>Q^oW^^99^. ^ ^^P^^A^l^J^^ 
q;npljfti5s^ ,^9Jl>Li^hf^e , t)ilps ^pn^ l^<^^^»f^9£ 
4}uaiq)ted wtir. Hi3:, fch^j^irs^,, whq |;pe^^^ ^ 
Jefs than* hp^id^ admired Jiia ntem^ry^ aiid 
j[X)niidercd him ^s a prodigy' of. learning. The 
Jitters which; Andi;Q. wj:p^^,,to^,;th^^^ 
t'Ojnbes, the moft loy^d of hJ3 , dif(jip^s, were 
ia ^he ,tailc of pedantry and fai|e eru^^ticou 
In theiXk he plac^es Plato and Cicer9 in thesr^nk 
^f poets, aijd makes Ennins and Statius cjoVcm- 
.porari^g^ , 5!hp bifliop amufed hipifelf^ >vitih 
theiji. ^nd 4efired Petrarch to write;^ thp^ an- 
j(\>^ecS5^ XJhie reputation of John Andr? ^W nQ,t 
impoie upon , Petrarch ; the jud^eht, vith 
Uf^iob he, had ftudied enabled hirp tp height* 
en and fet off the errors and , ajia^hrghifins 
,with which Jthe profeflbr's letter? w^^e^ 
and he acquitted himfelf in a Ycry; a^|ful^^4 
ingenious manner. , ,, ^^ i,obi\^.^ 

^,,,^tfr.ha:^ing p^fl^^aU. thg •:^np^ej;,p^ a 
4)34, of .thi^ aiftumn iUt ]pQipJ^fs.^;^tl^ (^ftP 
^^paqq^.b^c^ tp;AyigQw tq %^4>f^^fathi?r,<,:^Jlia 

was: ipQii ,Mpc.^ed ther^.; ftq^V. Ifftl/tM^ iJc 
brppght^ Petrarch with hijfn* md.^i^(mt^ him 
Qn.Jjis,- arrival to thecwdinal hia ]>r9^^4^ 



m/n ^^i^o^m- ke''lo%d= ahd' ■ei^eemed, and AVtth- 
out wiom -hV- cbtilA nbt live, '-^ai^inal' Co- 
I'^l^ilfead' neit?hei'=tK^^ ait fetlfe tftaniflerc-df 

m^^&M>Wk ^B ; -'«i4%ft5ift*^^afy' tb^nVe 

•PofM^'"af WsliMtftfiFVlnkl J^is'Uffi ^s- iii- 
nUent-^ntf 'iJur^, (itt^ 'Be' WaS^^ii^dMgcnt-'tb 
ii(38^Si-^?^^ V'iitfc^i^ftT f?ohi'4vrHich' ttic ■^^- 
nSnVo'^''HW'o^^h'^ihtf''hka- kept hifti'Trfe^ 
He Ipoke to princes, and ,*tven to the pope 
himfelf, with a liberty and franknei^s "Which 
gave Ixim during his whole hfe' the grcatteft 
credit! and'authority. A friend ot letters 'an& 
or ^lie" fciencc's, it was his pl'cafuriJ' to Srihg 
fdgjSikci then of all cotrritries, who hail wit 
aii^ kndw1«dge ; and their conVefiStion "was 
T^ifegPeafeft delight. He knew little of i^c- 
1frar<^ ;^iy\ii, from the advantageous things the 
Bimp'^O^'Lombes faid of him, he ytV'hlnS a 
S/i1?y iim(!i i^fceptioh, aAd infifted op hi$ coming 
to reiide at his houfe. ' ' 

'' ^i'^a^i^bif Avignon had given to the'car- 
«t(fe^ fifi^hi^iMfi'anti that of his hcAifehofd, a 
4^ge%^<; Whfeie the city hotel ^nd a part of 
iHe mottali^eiy of St. Bburence wow ftands^ ' 
'"'^"i Wil^ a happifidV' fo^ me/ fays P?t*arch, 
'f tlP^'U^ihdrifo' fuperibr in every refped, * never 
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fufFered me to feci that fuperionty t Hfe ibe» 
haved to me like a father ; a father did I fay, 
like a tender and indulgent brother: ai?d: .1 
Hved in hishoufe. witirthe^iainr^afe'ab l^toiild 
.have done in.m^ owni*> i i Undimbtedly tshas )wras 
thie very fi,tii«itipn j for/ Fdtrlm^ ; ; lione ' o&iaid 
ib peifeAIy fuit a maizi^ of hia jta^eii. Itiivws 
the rendezvoiiis of ail thofe flirangciis diflbii- 
gutflied for their tfdents • and learnings > \^ho^ 
thet ooutt of Rome dreiw tO' AVigAOfififi / Tidie 
'*'• 3vas much impiovement in thefe >fc)ci(tti(t^9 
whfire ' they realbned on all iubjcfts with* an 
agreeable and becoming, freedom j. This !was 
^^uc pf , tht fources from whc^ace Petraoich 
.4re>?^ that;. prodigious variety of knowk^e, ilb 
ailonilhing in the age he lived in, andrfo very 
^fHcult to acquire. In thefe aiTembliesheihtr- 
ca^(M acqu;ainted with, the mon of .learning /of 
all. cpiuntri^s, and correfppnded witib: inahyiof 
thpm evj^r after. ,:;, • m' 

1 33 1 . One of thefe was Riohard pfi Ruty? 9? 
Augeyyil^y the wifeft manajt this J^^me.mi^Pg^ 
Und, who came to -^vignon ip tfeis-yepr^ iHe 
w^ fent thither by Edwaf)4.n^'bifLPS3^ihand 
his.king. , Edward wrote a-let<st*P the:p©pc, 
recomnpiending to him in, p^i<3nWrriliphMdit)f 
Bjury, and Anthony of Bei^nejs^ whom he had 
fent with an fmbaffy tq his court. The pope. 
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fldt MoWiug 1 where he ihouid • find f oom tx> 
.]pd^Itfteie>ambailk<imrd> asi became di^i^ dig* 
Inifa}iy> ddared tfce;g7^tidima&3r of' the kntghts 
Hi£oSt]i Jbbat<)ik«id)hiiilJ^«MiK.io^^ gib|i^id- 
^6»tdQ# tjibu) (6cNibnidbdeiT]r// • > It ^ is probaible' ehe 
iioKidvem^ithbieiii^iry i^i tbjMtUfy this priiice 
?w*bi thof^pcfffor the TiDlctil? part he hdd 

tatfth iaributtmgup in a caftle his mother !&-> 
ffedl*rq|fJl!400e4.)ffltndi'i33hprifomng Mbrtiiacr, 
*^Tfavo»rifee: of/th* ,i|w4en>. r JRachandi of > Bufy 

h)9ibjia>(pienimg wit^ 9 cultivated nndoiAandfiig, 

andiiid!»/ea^;ilcfire .after. cvMjr kind of iniDW^-* 
lodge ;i inothiaag cotild fatisfy 1 this : ard<>ur> 410 
nobftaaife cadd ftop its progreii* ' He had giVen 

>him&M'4flp« to ihidy from his youth. Ht* g€- 
^jiiti^'lhi^w light on the darkeft, ai$d bk^pene-i 

tuiaooii fathomed the deep^^ iubjefts, -Ho 
^iva^^paffionatdy fond of book«; and kbimr^d 
i<all(»bi5i Uife .t<^ co\liSf&[ the iargeft ' library at 

that time in Europe. A mart of liich roerft, 
-<jm5lj#d 0iitiiiter* andt fb\^oHNte-of tb^ kixig of 

j^^teftd,' \iras received with every nkit of 

ttftinTfti^n w the foeiety of cardinal Cblonrta. 
^ni»p(4^«tchrtv^i^lh[appyto mite hiinfelf to fo 
-]pM«^t>iiifo}«ofe^^ from whom he migbtreceivo 
'aiitiah^£3tli»«.tion^^ • dlJ)eci4Uy cm the ftifajedfe of 
f^Mlcidnr«<biftoiy'An4lg«ogr4phyi which hfe Was 

^«(n >|kdHicali*ly <hidj4ng. Tbefe two men. 
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of {Fhukf: i^ks idrfk«l(lb/bi3rrftnfijrmcdiobiboMi^ 
by vtiifj^cibnte p4«)d>wMcdi ddjl^ iHodA goDgnmo) 

told^ B^tS3£ch he n;^ r9<mrft9!4iii^>^s^t(r^SOq^; 
he , ^ip^i^pfidl rhome for an eck^fcii&mG^t dllr.l^ 
thwi^ f^^jjcj^^. , Hisilay at AvigwWHWflSi i^rfesbrh 
EdyW^.;w^q pould wt do A?rithoiU:rbiffi,r>ffii5V I 
caU^^ihw^llv^JEnglaBdfQon after. Oi^fci^ffbt:.! 
tuij;^^jh<:;4pQi(fcflfed all thccoajBdenecand^^VjCjufff^i 
of ,l)b. raafter^ who firft made him^ hi^opf iofr jn 
Duj^apv^^cl^ncellor the year fpllowin^fthflft^B 
l^ig)MJwA«^>; a»4 {)lciiipotentis^iy forr af .-tf^afejYo j 
of pf^e^i^tb- France* . • , »-.^ ». ^ . ii ^mi^ 

IiM9hfivd>.Qf Biary did iti Eiiglaiul>wfaat 9G%yi 
trarab^didjtU his life in /France^ Italy> andrfjiev4irti> 
mafir^HiMe 'gAve^anuch, pf kis^; attethEion^ijamt^j^I 
fpcifkcsigreat parb.oft his foriiunfe,^ to«iH£c0vif j^i' 
the.3flPiami^r>pteiofi;adctctit axitJibrsi, and lia^mn 
them copied unde* his- ic(imedi^te'^ifn^€ifti<»y7 
Riohkrdym a^^4teat»fe li^ \vmte > on the^'tcn^ 
andfchauzcrofd^aokd^ jrdlg1;c»>th^i^ipei^iblbnii4 » ! 



peiicift he 9^a^'^/td fbirm Mkfaiilcitf Ilbfai^;; 
no^thildbidiikgi^he made ilfcuof 'the ^uth^rit^ 
whiahQiikljdignabj: ^di&imi^^ 
praaiMd(liidbidnrTJiciflXxriith>to hci/WflU 

ol^Qd>Ji9q\ii^ltbtdonipaA hkrdofigh^^tiRld^iifn^^'^ 
forfflijgcKB^ j&at site dfit&AGfwk "stndit UebireV^'^^^ 

fipom his labours : he had them compCtfbil'f^ '^ 
the>)&rr^ilbift&(fe Aft, )$8riTl^ded thbt; wl%6^ 
thduttnDT^kKtgiih>fli«lreferTtW5 lftAg«UPg6S)^^dKfl oj 

cfpeeaMy>A»<3^fek?;ii«;v«^as i^|)offibWt(>uh^ii^^- ^ 

ftafia t%fc?^fi!ftd^tes of eithei- the ancient Ilea- ^ 
therii©iileHrtf»aA.Witcfs. And/ fpc&tirig^<^'^ 
Fraftfeette^tiiiy^^dofer, he fays, ^^ Thci fupefii^ '^- 
fcicfl*eSi4i€Qiegfe^ed m F^fanee, \TiS. ife^ife?!'^ " 
Ktltf/fe.^tt^A'^^aiigulflimg ftate;' ' Ptefafeffl^^lirf* ^ 
noHoth^iC^^^lh^s of feeing this gfiikP^mifii 
ag^ft5l:rbd«g^^bffent when he was>ferit^rf*ir'ffei: 
coflrdB'^rtibaffy t^ the court d£ AvigiifcW;*a¥%Hte*" 
time the war between Fran<Je^ahrf ®hgJ*a3 ^'^ 
begaft terihrdakbut; and Ridiard's^'iiiifnetidai 
zShktsc)^^ . hisf anf\\^ring the i ktitebs^ of ^ 
PetmscbnctiiiMiied^uit 1345 ; aiid/his cfakra^er ^^ 
haarixm&iinloi^edrTUpaii IrorQ thc^gfeat in^poM^ • 
aneet^af bofe mikxn^liti&dy and ti^r gseat mtfo; 
it ^«Yi»ifeiS-*0r<h0[k6raod^ .world.: 
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QiylliQftI Colojot^ had not only; a<ita£be^afd]>;M 
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ilbU . of the truth and. candour of hia 'ibul ;< ^md 

ibcwed him a confidesice an^ distinction QEr 

t^cmely flattering to the felf-love ci our yo{mt|^ 

poet. Tla^«" w^S/^ ,|;rc?(^ quarrel in %h^j cftt^ 

dinafs houfehold,{which(.wa$ carried i^^lai^lj;^ 

thej cam&rto arms. The cardinal wifhf^^N^ 

know the bottom. of this affair ^^ndj^th^tfh^ 

might be able to'ad .with}uftii^e^-h<f vJ^flsifth]!^^ 
5^11 hi? people, aQjl,QbKged tt^^i toj^^^^-^ 

thcf gpfpelS' th^t. they would dppl^ffv t^fee^^c^ 
trathi^ Every one vrithput exceptipn yi^ 
obliged to fubmit to this determinatioifti; cweA 
Agopit, bifhop of Luaa> th«\hr(M:her Bfiib^e 
cardinal^ wd£ not cxcufcd* Petrarch.'f3€tibitA 
Ittg himfelflj-in his turn, to take thcrio^h^^ llhe 
eardinaJ ibnt the book, and iatd, ^ Obf asriito 
you^ Petrarch, your word is fuificientl' ') JFhft 
Athenians behared in the fame mancki^'to JXte^ 
nocratcs the philofophcr. . r. < -/ncJi/. 

There Eved with the cardinal fevcral of -his 
Iktcktheis, who had devoted themfdves to tile 
chur<!:h ; arid they all feenicd to dtfpatt with 
feaeh other- ' who Ihouid • Ihc w the » iseriderefi? aif- 
fcftian »to Petrarch; An nandk aWb 6if th^ Cfiri^ 
dinal' delighted infimtely in tha(t Iot^ tof kn^^W'* 
ledge and taftc for converfation he perceived' tfk 
Jmn. He was called Jean de St» Vit ; hc^traa 
lord o£ <jcnfahO) and n^aintain^ed the fiegc of 
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vhfepi 'againft the army of cruiaders fcnt tliere 
by Bdniface VIII ; arid being conftramed to 
itlf tender the place, he- rambled^ ilp and do wit 
th^ Wdfld to avoid &i&' fifty of Bbniface, tli^ 
i«<)ft 'revengeful of "men.' He travelled into 
*fferfiai ^ Arabia, and Egypt", '^t Ulft, tired bF 
living this wandering life, he came back t6 en-i 
5^ the fweets of ' repofe in the houfe of tTic 
«W^ ^feitdinals, James and Peter Colonna, one 
'<)>rHv!i6#e* wa^ his uncle, tbe other his brother! 
To a 'ffilhd lively and judicious, Jean de St 
Vit' joined a gi^eat variety of knowledge, ac- 
quired in hi^ travels, which rendered his coii- 
MnAtkpKas ufeful as it was agreeable. 
•> in^'oidiffipate the chagrins of this good old 
jsBian> Pettmfch wrote a comedy in Latin vbrfc, 
called Philologia, which fome yearsajfter he 
^^prafledr probably with fome rcafon, as the 
fubjeft of univerfal learning fcertis an improper 
one fot the nature of comedy : but the motive 
iot his writing it ought not to tmdergo thi 
4faine fat«> • Petrarch did not long enjoy the fb- 
4ipt^ ^»Jean de Stw Vit : this old man, alihoft 
bUnd^^and Hl^rafied^ iwith the gout,' had a reft* 
leflwefe )of mihd which did not permit him to 
reitiaiain- the'^feme place; and a kcenneisi of 
tempdr w^hich ^rcw upon him very powerful 
tnemk^ in! the court of Rbpie. They ihvel^he4 
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againft him with fury ; and, notwithftahdm^ 
his namcy and the grqat crcidit of hJL§ j^amily^ 
they got him exiled to, Italy, his native couii&y. 
Though he might prpbicLbly \vifli tp revliif Raty 
and llome, he 'was chagrined to do it in this 
rhanrier, and fubmit to the triuroph ofnis'encr 
fnies. It was with tincerc regret he duittqa 
his friends at Avignon, and above aU'liis dear 
rctra;rch. tie wrote irequently to him to' ex- 
fefs his concern for the reparation,' ^Ac^'A 
great impatience for having been detained m^ 
unfavourable winds from his place Qf dcftii^a- 
tion. Petrarch anfwered thefe letters, fijll of 
iplecti and weaknefs, in the tone of a philbu>ii- 
phcir atid mafter who reproves his difcipfeV^^wl 
ire aftonilhcd that a young man of a fVee attil 
g^Bant difpoiition ihould addrefs' an did liM, 
of the houfe of Colonna in fuch terms* PSi 
trsfrch felt the impropriety, and therefbire dmi^i 
* Be not x)fFended at the contrail of mjr 'H% 
lind i^y kffons : forget who it ^ th^tadVH^Ik 
you, ' HftVe not you fometimcs fcen a phyficiUrii 
f&\e anxl wafted by a difeafe whith hidTcflflSa 
Wl his art,- cure another, tliongh Ije'cdtilk riU 
healhimfelf?' • - - -^ - ^-''M 

'The concern of the Colonnas for th'e lofi^'bV 
this- frieted was fucceeded by the gteateft '^df 
on the arrival of Stephen Colonna at Avigiib^, 



that ere4t mab^ fo famous for his courage and 
i^eiour^es m the cruel extremities to which the 
r^ie of Boniface had reduced him. The trou- 
HeSrOf ,Rome. virhich ftill continued^ drew hiiji 
this year to the court of the pope, with whom 
he camye to concert the means of re*eltabhlh* 

TJiivr ^*.}. .*!. .... i -J , * ■• r . /.'. * * 

inff peace m his country; and with joy fcizeq 
this occ^fipn of again feeing a part of his fa^ 
mlly. * FetrarcK longed impatiently to Itnow 4 
hero qtt whoni lie had conceived the higheft 
idea trom the voice of rame% It has been faid* 
that^ heroes loie their confequence when view-' 
ediua familiar light: but the preience of 
Stephen Colpnn^ only ferved to,;nq'eaf^ .trh^ 
j^^ira^ion ^nd^ rcfpe^ of Petrarch^ v(hp f9Qa 
f^J^nuj9i^4 himfelf into his heaut. ^Xhi^ g^y 
ftj^d ^ff^Hc old man enjoyed the "fiyc of J^er 
t^ajprch'^ , iniagination, and was much 'amufed 
,>«rf)^ lug^j jCuriofity and inquiries.; 'BfuA.th^ 
y^fjlej:][|. loyp J^etr^ch had for Rome, whif?h:^jt|ie 
?*^4Hi^ ^ft Livy had, confirmed into: a, fort ;i]^ 
Mpfe^K^ contrii)uted moft of aU to f^ftjen the 
J^4^ t^i,a;t{i}nit;ed him with Stephen Goiontia). 
^f^ ^t^^t^ tjo <;pnverfe with Petrarcti on? this 
fubje<S, to fpeak of the grandeur of ancient 
JEiorpo, wbeT^ he held the^ firft rank, and to* ex-* 
p^l^i^ tp him the* auguft and precious tnpnu^ 
Q?i^^t,s yif\^cYs {till fubfifted. , 
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Stephen Colonnk d'»d not mak^^^ oblong ftaff 
lit this court ; his love of his countiy, and ^h^ 
affairs^ recalled him dfoon after to RofiM^ • He: 
had brought with him to Avignon Agapit-hisr 
gjrandifon^ defigned* for the eccl^aftical #ate^ 
td have him ^brought up under the in%fe<Siciri:' 
o£ the cardinal and biftiop his uncle. Thc& 
prdates joined with the father in • intreatki^ 
Petrarch to undertake hh educatioit. As^ 4ife- 
waa fond of liberty above all thiilgs, he^^^^ 
much difinclined to this office ; but' hi%^oWi^lL4 
tk>n to friends, who had overwhelmed^'^ iytirif^ 
with favours, left him not the liberty of a rc**l 
fuiaL This young man did not fecond hls^^iii^ 
deavouiB^ or anfwer his great name. -It ftLiM 
be. aHowed, that Petrarch's violent attachraeM^ 
to Lmira, which was now extremely incteafedi^ 
teiideaxd him not very equal to fuch a thai*ge.^ 
To thiM interefting part of his life it Is ndW- 
high tipie to return. » ^ * n>/n 

He fay^^ -^ I run everywhere after liaurk,^ 
but flue filed from me as Daphne fled^rfefti' 
Apollo.* ' In the fonncts of Petrarch cQneemiiiig 
Laura there is a perptual allufion to th^ laiirel^ 
and Daphne. She was the daughter df^^^hb^ 
rivir Peneus^ tljie gods changed her iti^ a 
laurel, to flielter her from the purfoit of Ajtol- 
la, who ran after her along the bAiiks of* tUin 
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rif^^^nh JSin^ . jqw c^niidt be my wife then/ 
ikid h^. ' y9u. fliall at leafl bo my laurel :' and 
fi^Ub tJba^vtiinetfa^lauTel^tree w^s coufecrated 
tQff:hft6,gQd.< 

- ofi^ifttbfi laurel b?AfegTC?>nfci5reted; to Apollo*. 
^he6«ffeiitl]ii3 g@d;.i?f poetrjirf ,they-Afterward« 
c^lPJVtft^d th^: poets With it; Love had h 
%#jg^y/ji^ifed in the foul of Petrarch the idea 
offjLji^ijra ^dtjthc iwrel, from ^^ romantic iro-. 
j^piji^j^ .allftwabl^. to . the pqeta, that, on , tier 
fyjftfiWi P^ I Pytfeag^^as, he fuppofed the fcal . of 
Q^ini;^, who was changed into the laurel, bad 
pafle4 icM:o the body of Laura after a long fiio 
<^i&Qi),c|f tranfmigrations. Indeed love affo^ 
4fl^fi4 i^^e id^a of Laura with every thing h^ 
f^jx l|§.,pould not behold the la3urel>withc)ut 
ti)a^lQ)prj^j and he planted it in every placet 
I^Sti^BWH^t viF^nt often and featcd himfelf at tfae 
faQtioFone' of thofe trees on the fide x>f .a 
river, a place where Laura frequently paffi^dr 
l^^i,i4tuftti<m WPS ; delightful ; it was/ Jier^ia- 
v^^ji^^ke.'jVH^lk^ .5 When Ihe was not there uher** 
f§lfjn^v#lty thing, around prefentcd her image 
tpjiil^tssfichj: rand, his poetical raptures: re-; 
kifl^^d. 1.,: . r :, 

.; ^ Qn thi^ bank, and under the fhcltcr of this^ 
cl^^jpiilg tree, I fmg with tranlports jthc praifcs 
of;|jfaura. The .gentle murmurs of the ftreara 
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accompany my tender iighs; fAmt 
fiiade tempers the ardonu: of my paffiictt : tlMsfe 
alone are the obje^ whtch have pownr to ot^ 
lievc my foul.' 

FMtafv^ dotwitibmdHig the £w6t^^0S/l^'ihA 
mkierment from the Ba^birai agitatkyeis ^C a IM^ 
dcr kwfc when the ob}e<ft is rarely pleiiM^ ytt 
owns that Laura behaved to him widi l^KSA^ 
ndk fo lofig as he concealed the paffiof^ iimM 
WM MKToring in his bofbm ; but wlMa^ flite 
difcovered it^ and that he was captivated wifiii 
her diarms> fhe treated him with naen fe^ 
rerity* Not that he had dared as yet to osm^ 
Ms hk p^on ; lo^tt like his i» not OL^Mi *f 
dcdMiitio<i» but it is sts impoffible to likk k» 
power as to expreii its force. L^ui% pw- 
ceivmg that Betrarch followed her every wfaiaM;^ 
folicitoufly avoided him ; and when by acei^ 
dent they met in public, if he Come up to 
her^ &e left the place immedialel^. fh* 
tender looks he caft upon her determined bdr 
never to appear in his prefence witb^it a r&l ; 
and if by rare accident it was not ov^ h<^ 
face, as foon as fhe faw Petrarch Ihe madi^ 
hafte and covered herfelf. Many and laiweiMH 
able were his complaints againft this cruel vml^ 
which hid from his view fuch admirable bc«tt* 
tics. Thefe rigours in the condud: of JLaortT 






Bi^rarch iiill mb» timid tiian before ; 

i^Amagh b& was alwajrs extremely fo— a ftrong 

^'^wtmssi^mf' ^ true lav€. Dialled by the Tuftre 

of her beauty, and the magnificence of her 

ivore~Dri her beSd * filvei* <5tSronet, 

ap her liair with fen^ts'oF^^^^ (a 
'^ftfod^^a^is: magnificence for tliAt tiAiiS) fterrified 
ilfc^\\iiKh the feverity of hei- looks> he.hatd not 
;^ fpeaic to her. v^ Ah^i' faid he to 

me^iiay/ Mwks i ^ t& - fea •- ilie Ititftte of 

^AmCe2imii^h^i4:ywr/c%£tk^ thofe 

•|^Wwilocik»v' changed to filv€r;.rthc flowears 

fMfitid-on that comfdexion Ikded away^; was 

' I ttid&fir^I^atnft withbi]^.her garla«d^ i«i|baatl£er 

f^naimifttmtd robe, I feel I ihotild be "^mim cotl- 

fgc^Mi I (houid fpeak.6f my fiiffeiings^^^ 

^asH^eftce, and perhaps f fhouI(i not theft tte 

fifafo^ her fighs/ 

^'^^ ^etamky though treated with fdrnitichfo- 
^M^ty, w^^KCrt: di^eartened. Occupied doil- 
Alnltilfpii^h the pieaiing hope of feeing hiS bd- 
MfitdMcbfsB:, to whofe hou& it do^ not' appear 
inkym^ fkh time admitted^he vmnt to alt the 
"SeiSm^kL^ and/ was in every place -where ladi^ 
itff MmIiIi Hi T mi f'l ijip r i hr rl among thbiSb beaip- 
4ies^ iii4u». ornamented the cil^ o£ Avignon^ li&e 
aiin«fti9ij»wisi&the mididk of a ;parterre, ec^ipi^ 
ifil^aU tdbe4:^4^hvks lu&re. and the bri^t» 

VOL. I. E ' 
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nefs of its colours. What a delight to Vif^ 
trarch to enjoy fo lovely a iight ! tlis affc<5li6ti 
increaled ; he applauded himifelf for fo excels 
lent a choice ; nothing appeared to him lb ho- 
nourable as ' his iattachmcnt to Laura. TlW 
relpe<5l he had f6r her, the admiration' that' tl^t 
virtue inlpired, led him to felf-refleftion,' and 
to difengage himfelf from fbme connexioits 
. little to his honour or advantage. '' -^ ^ 

' I blefs the happy moment,' fays Pe^rar&h> 
' that dii*e(3:ed my heart to Laura. Sba led 
me to fee the path of virtue, t6 detach' my 
"heart from bafb and groveling ob}e<fts : from 
her I afti infpired with that celdftial flftme 
Hv'hicJh 'raifes my foul to ^hfeaven, and dirc4fts it 
'to the Supreme Caiife, as the only foiHfce - tf 
hippificrfs.* 

At this time, a lady who h&d heard of Pe- 
tratrch*s reputation, confulted him on a fiil^ei^ 
in w^ich he was much interefted. She m<M 
an Italian; her frither was a man of wit and 
merit, atid had given his daughter an edu- 
cation fuperior to what was ufually l>dk)Wied 
oh young women at that time* Froai h^ 
earlieft years flie was infpired by the Miife$. 
The people of the world made a joke of har, 
jind faid, ^ The bufmefs of a woman is to fc^ 
aiwi ipin; ceafc to afpirc after the poeiic 
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tewf el I l^y jiow^ yojw: pen, aad tajkc up tljj? 
ucg^le^^nd diftafF-' Thefe wc^ds difcpuraged 
hjEi?^;, ((he was tc^mptie^ to renounce poetry, jet 
jcettldxiot.deterii^e withpi;it reludlance; In thi| 
35jlf(|atiddftji Ojie ^ddreflied J^erfclf tp. Pe.trai;^:^ in ^ 
j>9f cfb. : thp fov(e of \!^hich 13 as foUo^ws : 
« < Q tjbo\i ! who by a noble ^ight hs^ft arriv^ 
jfQ;<3g^ at the i\mviiit of Parnaffus, te\l mf 
.what part ought! to a6l? I would fain livf 
^16^ I ain .^ad : and th^ Mufes q^n alone give 
knt the life I defire. Do you advife me to der 
vgte jaayfelf to them, or to refume roy dprnei^ic 
/employment^, And Ihteld myielf from the qqnr 
4i(ire> of vulgar minds^ -who permit not our {g^ 

^60 >;aif^ire after tjie crowns of laurel or cjf 

.'toyrtlev?' 

rPeljrarch replied .thus : 

> Jdlenefe and the pleafures of the table Jiav^e 
(^niihed all the virtues; the whole .worid is 
*56hfijiged ; we have»now no light tp dired: ovjr 
-^Ay> ,the nian infpired by^the Ji(Iufcs is.pqintejd 
-8rt^; t^ Tile populace, who thii\k of nothic^ 
4>irtidyandag.tteir,intereft, fay, ".Qfwhftt.wi^ 

J»tk cfowns of Ijaurcl or myrtle ?" Philofopl^ 
. b^Bandoned, and goes quite naked. .0 tl^qvul 
^wtipm Heaven has endxied with jslxi amfftble 
4Qvi,{\^ npt dilhcartcncd by fuch advice ! Jfol- 
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low the path you have enteted, though it febii^ 
little frequented/ '• 

1332. In this year John of Luxembfttifgi 
king of Bohemia, came to Avignon %6'/ii*fi«ft 
with the pope in fubjedihg all Italy; cf v/hidl 
in part he had already niade himfelf myife^aj 
The fear of thefe powers in uniori, dM 'whitt 
the popes had for two centuries viinly ^tft^ 
tempted; it united the Guclphs and Hhtf^^ 
belines to defend their coiintry. RbbSert, Itlti^ 
of Naples, of whom we fliall h^ve m^th^ t6 
fay hereafter, was the chief of the ' Giielplh 
party, and joined with many ' other IteHaA 
princes againft the king of Bohemia; and'*he 
emperor of Germany alfb raifed up enemies 
who difconcerted this prince's proje6fe, an$ 
obliged him to return and defend his own king- 
dom. He left the command of his army to 
his fon Charles, a prince fixteen years old, Whb 
had been brought up at Paris, and promifed 
the greateft things : we Ihall find him, wheh 
emperor, honouring Petrarch with fmgubr 
marks of favour. After the king of Bohenfii^ 
had eftablifhed peace in his kingdoni, he cirae 
to Avignon, where he pdTcd fifteen days in fe- 
cret conferences with the pope, from whentee 
' he went to Paris to aik afitftance of Philip dc 
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Vdois, with whom he contrafted a new al- 
liance by the marriage of his daughter with 
{^jlipr & : cldeft ibr^ Soon after which he re- 
^HJ^fS^d JtaJy with the cppftable, of France and 
(fegdflpwerofttbe Frcach nobility. This re- 
ddj^t^ii the alvm of the It^lians^ and the grief 
C^^fBctwrch, who idolized his native country, 
a^^d ^r^nibled Icfl: it Ihould come under the 
()^99^i^}Qi|.of ilavps^ for thus he called the French 
ai»d4 the Gfefipiians. Things turned out however 
v^rjf^di^rcntly froip wha( was expefted, and 
4l^]A^ians gained a complete viftory, not- 
wjthftanding the great valour of the French no- 
bility*,. 

^ .Petrarch at this time formed a defign of 
1:»veU^;ig ; he wilhed to follow the example of 
Uijflesj^ Lycurgus, Solon, Plato, and Pythago- 
ras, r- fle thought with Homer, that it was the 
bfcfl: ^tetn for forming youth ; and, to \i^e hb 
^dtyfir;vvor4^^ that ^ we muft expel ignorance by 
•thez/exeittifeof the mind and of th<i body.' |t 
TTwa$ nbt eafy for him to obtain the pcrmiflion 
:5of : MsHpatrcms^ The biihop of Lombes pro- 
^pofed dlfe^)t<> g^^ io Rome : fbme family affairs 
required his, prefence, and Petrarch was to fol^ 
^loW'^him. ^ This journey was the objeft of his 
hioft ardent wifli, but he was dcfirous firft to 
furvey France and Germany, where he flattered 
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hihifelf witli finding taany good manufcirrpts' of 
ancient authors. 'The prelate, who woiiW i^ot 
go fo Rome \^ith6ut him, had the kindncfsfto 
afTtire him he ^vould Ivail for his return; dn4 
thfey difed many tedrs dn this reparation; ' * 

Petrarch could never have refolved to leivo 
Avignon, had he experienced kinder treatnieiit 
Jrorni Latira : but (he had forbade him cv^^t to 
fee or to fpfeak to her. Scarcely ht^wiver ^Was 
he jgot oiit of the city, when he repented ^Hie; 
ftep he had lakeh : for hfe felt he Cotild not Htc 
Without Laura> and he was almoft determined 
lb return immediately ; At laft he took eooragCj^ 
and continued his route. ' 

Cardinal Goloriiiia defined Petranch to (end 
hirifi a veVy exaft account of all h^ (aw and 
h'eard, and to giVe hlin without ornament ot 
cai-e all that carnfe iilto his mind. Only two of 
Ihe'fe letters remain : Petrarch confeflts tJiat,, 
fluflied on by the ardour of yotith> he: made 
mis journey with tdo much ptecipitationv and 
therefore iSi^ fey^ things in the mamter he 
'Ought. They (hfeW, howteVer, the pen of a 
feafter, com^arexi Witii th'e wtitings 04' this pe- 
lAod '; and dS:t a^ follbws : 

'I rah oVfei: Ff&ACty without iny 4:)tiffitie^ 
%here, frotai tfce mrerc imjiulfe of tmrtofitf. I 
have ^eeh the famous xrs^ital of tht Gauls^i 

3 



^ /v^^ch boafts i^ had Julius Caefar for its founder. 

•.When i firft entered this city, my feehngs 

jm^^cY^ry like thofe of Apuileius, when he en- 

itgre^.for the firft time into Hypate, a city of 

Theflaly fulji of magfcians, of whom he had 

• h^id many wonders. I pafled fbme time 

rtfefi^j» eager 1;q fee and ki^ow every thing; o,c- 

tcupied ii> diftingiiifliing right and wrong, and 

Goftf^^/iij^ck with aftonifijment and admiration. 

oWh^ the days were not long enough, I em- 

pil?y^4 i^ P^t of the night in refeairches con- 

^erfiif^g the fabulous pr true origin of this mpch 

■) f<iioe4 place, Paris is without doubt ^ grea^ 

pity, but much below the reputation th? 

r;.J?reiich have given it: for rny oyvn p^t, f 

\fitavp pot any where met with fb nafty a place, 

' ^ffzppX Avignon. When I left Paris, I took 

.., the route of Flanders and Brabant, where the 

jfaieopfe are employjcd in tapcftry and woollen 

:,5yprk$. I flaall only fpeak of the principal 

iQM^ns, and thofe in which I have obferved any 

;thipg remarkable. Ghent is one of the largeft 

jcitie?^ in Flanders ; it bpafts alfo of having Ju^ 

i^iua Caefar for its founder, 

' Liege is confideT^ble from its wealth and 
. tj^ ijjuniJbier of its .clergy : as I had heard there 
TY^e, fome gopd majaufcripts to be niet with, I 
thcfe. I^ it not fmgular that in fq 
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celcfbrated a city I could hardly find ink. 
enough to copy two orations of Cicero ? and 
what I did meet with was yellow as fafFfon.' 

"^ Aix la Chapellc is a famous city ; it 
was here Charlemagne eftablifhed this feat of 
his empire: he caufed a temple to be built> 
wherein is his maufoleum, which thcfe barba- • 
rous people revere. Near this city was a 
marfli, which he delighted in, where hd >built^' 
on piles of wood, a palace and a church which, 
coft immenfe lums. Here he ended his life^ 
and in this place is the temple where he was 
buried- He ordered that his fucceflbrs ihould 
be crowned here, a praAlce ftill obferved. I 
have profited from this fituation by ufing the 
bath: tlie waters have the fame degree of heat* 
as thofe at Bois, and have very nearly the fame 
effects. 

' From Aix la Chapelle I went to Cologne, 
a city celebrated for the beauty of its fituation 
on the banks of the Rhine, and for the number 
of its inhabitants ; I was furprifed to find fo 
much urbanity in a city of barbarians, fuch ho- 
neft countenances in the men, and fo cxad: a 
tieatnefs in the women, I got there in the 
evening. How aftonifhed was I to find friends 
I had never feen ; and whom I owed to a falfc 
reputation, rather than real merit. You will 
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be iurprifed that under this part of heaven one 
ihould find fouls inff^ed by the Mufes ; I do 
not fay that there are Virgils, but I have met 
^wth fcveral Ovids. This poet was right when 
he faid, at the end of his Metamorphofes, that 
he* ihould be read with pleafure wherever the 
Koman name was known. 

^ The fun was declining : and fcarcely was T 
alighted^ when thefc unknown friends brought 
me" to' the^ banks of the Rhine, to amufe me 
with a^eftacle which is exhibited every year 
on the fame day, and on the fame place* They 
cdndu<fted me to a little hill, from whence I 
could difcover all that paffed along the river% 
An innumerable company of women covered its 
banks : their air, their faces, their drefs, fbrudk 
inc; No one who had a heart at liberty could 
bave defended himfelf from the impreffion of 
love : alas ! mine was far from a flate of frec- 
donl. In the midfl of the vaft crowd this light 
had drawn together, I was fiirprifed to find 
neitiber tumult nor confufion ; a great joy ap- 
peared without licentioufnefs. How pleafant 
was it to behold thefe women ; their heads 
crowned with flowers, their fleeves tucked up 
above their elbows, with a Iprightly air advanc- 
ing to wafh their hands and arms in the river. 
They pronounced fomcthing in their language 
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which appeared pleafing, but I did not under- 
ftand it- Happily I found an interpreter at 
hand : I defircd one who came with me to qic- : 
pl^n to mc this ceremony. He told mc it wa$ 
Hn ancient opinion fpread among the people,, 
and particularly the women, that this luftration 
M^as neceffary to remove all the calamities witl^ 
which human beings are threatened in the 
tourfc of the year ; and when this was ddhe, 
they had nothing to fear till the following y^^ar, 
zt which time th^ ceremony muft be renewed. 
^' Happy/' replied I, ** the people who inhabit thq 
borders of the Rhine, lince this riyer runs aWay 
with all their Jniferies- How happy ihould W^ 
Ife in Italy, if the Tiber and the Po po(fefled 
ihc feme virtue ! Yo^ embark your misfortunes 
' ©n the Rhine, which carries them to the Ei^g-r 
iilh ; we ^auld willingly rp^ke the ^me pre- 
f^nt to the Africans and to Haves, if our rivera 
would he burdened with the load." After a 
^eat deaJI of laughing, the cer^niony coiiciu^ed^ 
-end wie retired* 

^ I wa« five or fix days m thia city, remarking 
its. aintiquities and wonders. I came next tp^ 
f^yons, whijch is a Roman colony more ancient 
than Cblogup ; there we law two jioted rivers^ 
tive lUioiae raad the S^onje, unite their waters to 
filaxry ti^tn with' the gr^jgjer ?jxpe.4ition i^ta ojiy 
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i€|Ei« They niB t^ethcr to waih the bank$ dk 
tlwt city, whtirc the Roman pontiff holds in 
his ham} the whole human race, 

' When I arrived here this .njqrning, I found 
ft xnitn of yovir retinue, who informed m? pf 
jrow.brother'^ departure for jRomq. This news, 
which I did not expe6l> has niade me feel for 
the firft time the fatigue of my journqy. I 
Hlk^ reft here fome time, and wait till the 
.pQat heats are a. little abated. I wrife to }?ou 
in l^ hurry, becaufe I wifh to take the oppor- 
tumty. <)f a courier who is going from hence to 
ia&)rm. you where I am. I write toypur bro'^- 
thet* to compJain of his having left, me in the 
lur^h^ He was formerly my guide ; I would 
4)OW call him, if I dared> my deferter. Have 
Jtfee goodness to forward this letter to him a« 

ibonjfts poffible.' 

. In this relation of Petrarch's journey we fe© 
that the inhabitants of nK)dern as well as joi 
Itndfent Rome confidered all the people beypn4 
the Alps as barbarians. And he adds in a poft^ 
^jfiptio the cardinal : 

r ^ ? J hate feen fine things, it mufi: be allowcdii 
in^tibie cpudc of my joun^y ; I have examine4 
th^ mfanfier s a|:)d the cultoms of the countries 
ihr^H^gh which I haye paiffed; I have com^ 
|ia^ ^them wkh cmt^ and found nothing 
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•which gave me caufe to repent that I was borgt 
in Itsdy : on the contrary, the more I truvdU 
the more I love and admire my own coijatry/'t 
. Petrarch departed Irom Cologne the laift jj^jf 
6f June ; he went td Lyons, where he 4efi^»^<l 
to embaifk on tie Rhone to 'return to Ai^gnoi^^ 
In this route he was fo incomnaoded with h^t 
and duft, that he feveral times wifliod for tho 
ibows of the Alps,, and the ice of the Rhine, 0f 
which Virgil fpeaks in hisk* tenflh £clpgue^ 
Nbverthelefs he paffed through a great 'p^tt of 
thC" foreft of Ardenne> which contained aj that 
time the greateft part of Flanders. JMofOHa 
dared' tb pafe this foreft without a gua^dxit 
was full of thieves and banditti, who fet theil^ 
felVes in ambufcade behind the trees,, from 
whence they Ihot their arrows at paiTcfigeirs 
without being perceived. And the war -hef 
tween the duke of Brabant and the couii,t, j^ 
FlalKiers, > who difputed with one* another the 
folTWei^ty of Malincs, rendered the* pailage^of 
the Ardenne ftill more perilous^ by the inrpads 
c^ ibldicrs from both their armies; Petr^rqlt 
ho-wcver took no guard. Alone and .withqvMt 
itifms be dared to traverfc thefe gloomy fore^ 
which no onfe, as he himfelf iays, conjd entc^ 
wkbout a fecret horror. As he could nQt^^e 
a knot of trees without a .poetic infpiration, it 



h not ' to be wondered at that he ihould be 
infpired in the midft of the greateft forcft in 
Europe ; and, as he himielf fiiys, ^ that love 
fficiuM enlighten the (hade^ of Ardennc, where 
i/*ttrtf appeared in every k)bjed:, and ''was heard 
in'etcryhretrc* What wafc his delight when^ 
tpptoathing Lyons, he dilcovered the Rhone, 
whic!lii in carrying its tribute to the fea, wafhes 
the WfelW of that city which was ornamented 
fc^»A^ 6l[)jeift of his love ! - ■ • 

'*' Oafdittal Colbnna was charmed to ice Pe- 
f ratcfe igeiin, and informed him of the reaibh 
of thcbifliop's unexpe<fted departure for Rome; 
1i\^hich' was occasioned by a quarrel in Italy^ in 
whidii the family of the Colonnas had great 
c?oncern. This relieved the anxiety of Pe-* 
thtreh, ■ whofe tender love for the bifhop of 
Ldmbes could not eafily brook the difappoint- 
ttieiit of this feparation- 
' ^^34- Petrarch, who, during the 'wholfe 
course ^ of his journey, was conftantly po^e^ed 
with the image of Laura, was no iboner ttt- 
tiittied'to Avignon than he watched an oppor- 
bdtiHybffttmg her, flattering himfelf Ihe wmM 
^ *hiofe fenfible of his attention. Biit 4be 
\^ki ftill the fame, and continued to treat him 
with chat rigour of which he before fa bitttely 



complaified. He cowpares Lwra 4fo the ^iiovr 
which has iiever feen the fim for years, 

* If I am not deceived in to j calcolation;* 
adds he, ' it is nowieven yeai^that t have figb^ 
night and ^day far Laura, aa^' haive hq hqp<i erf 
beirig evbr able to t€fi!ich heir heart/ The ♦eool^ 
laefs of the fountain of Vaiuckife, the ikade ^ 
tile wood which furrouuded the little vaj^l^ 
thatvleads to it, appeared to him the nidil prcM 
ftr <f4tuation to moderate the .ardour of ^ 
anind-r he Went there fometirmes, Xhe npdft 
■frightful defects, the blackeft fercfts, the moft 
ixmcceffible mountains, ^were to him ddlightfi^ 
elkkdes; but they could not ibelter him fro^ 
icFte, 'which followed him eveiy wh^re> ttiiiil 
penetrated throiigh the hardeft ro(?ks. 

* The mare defert and iavage the {cctifi 
•abound me, the more lively is the form ift 
which Laura prefents herfelf to my yiewl 
Themountairis, the woods, and the ftreams, aH 
iee^md Witnels my.anguifh : no place.is ib wi^ 
m ferage, where I am not purfued by loye/ • 

^ Sometimes he called death to his :fuccour ; 
bis health altered vifibly ; the idea of.cjeath, 
and' the uncertainty of * what . might be hiisf-Hafc 
hereafter, £ikd his foul with trouble ; htiifim 
ajil the mifery of his cotiditioa ; herraade ftrbttg 
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re^mticsis to ovwcomc his pafiion ; Twt love 
w^ always vi<ftorioiis. In vain he feprefented 
to hinsifelf, that time flew fwiftly oyer his 
heatd^ that h 'is hopes were vain and frail, and his 
body ijecaying apaoe. ; that the fource of hi$ 
joy» aQ4 of his grief> of hi^ . Afgilft an4 of hii 
fe&rs^i ^ouid with that be foon deftroycd ; «n4 
ti^ the icye of truth wcmld then clearly difcom 
h<5>w iittilie fiich foolifli purfiiits and fuch £nvQ^ 
l^s plcafum$ merited the attentioa-and aaxicty 
^ hiin^M beings^ 
: .)|flr i fituation fo nioumful and critical, P^^ 

f^^^h had rccourfc to an Auguftine naoak oaUod 
©©wits' de !Rx)bertis, born in the village of St 

^pu|iQ|vrc near Florence. Thisraouk/pntered 
early into that order, iti which he dHlinguifli^ 
hri^^lf by his underftanding and his talents ; 
1^ made a voyage to Avignon, where he at- 
Uvd^icd himfelf to cardinal Colonna, to whoai 
^ dedicated one of his works, entitled Cpnj- 
-fnoiatftries. an. Valerius Maximus, His rcputa- 
tioa gained him ein invitation to Paris,, wheye 

: hQ^,f^fi4. -leiSlures on philofopby and theology 
ffjij^h{\gpr<at; fucoefs, and ihone in the principal 
.p^pi^ tiberc. Hie pailed for an univerfal 
genivifr; ijat jr^atity he was an oiator, a poet,. a 
^philpfopher, a theologift, and a teacher- It 
was at Paris that Petrarch became acquainted 
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with this monk, and diicourfed with him on 
the ftatc of his foul. Father 'Dennis fkid evciy 
thing that an able advifcr could fay to a young 
man to cure him of a paffion which fo cruelly 
oppreflferf him; Petrarch had conceited ' the 
greateft Veneration for this father; he con- 
tinued to write to him to implore his advice^ 
tod to folicit remedies for the cure of Ms 
paffion : moft of thcfe letters are loft, whict^ 
ire* greatly to be lamented ; there are 6ti]f 'ii 
few of Petrarch's remaining, which ' IVlll ' *bfe 
diiperfcd through thefe memoirs. Wd'ffikli 
fbon fee the little luccefs of father Dennises 
advice, notwithftanding his fkill and his e^tenr- 
flve triowlcd^e ; but who does not know, tHkt 
one look from a beloved miftrcfs is iuflicient to 
deftroy whole years of counfel from a ghoftljr 
father ? 

Xhe city of Avignon underwent this year a 
very fingular kind of plague. The heat and 
drought were fo violent, that perfbns of every 
age and fex changed their ikins like ferpents ; it 
fell in fcales from the face, the neck, and the 
hands. The populace, feized as with madhefs, 
ran half naked about the ftreets, with whips in 
their hands, fcourging their flelh, fuppllcating 
with the moft dreadful outcries for rain, and 
that a ftop might be put to this teirible ca- 
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hwaity, Thofc who cicaped this diforder, which 
were very few, . were thought to have bodies 
of i^Qn. Nothiiiig. like it h^4 ever been re- 
nwrober^d. The coaftitjition of Laura wa3 
tQo delicate to fuftain fo great, ^a intcmperature 
in th^ air> Ihe was attacked with a violent dif-, 
or^ei;j .which alarmed Petrarch in amoft lively 
qpaxmer : . he afked the pbyiici^n who attended 
her^,]^ow.ihe^\Yfts; he replied, ,E}^treme|y ill; 
asK^ ^therc: was every thing tb fear for her* 
Laipra recovered however, and Petrarch was re- 
lieved from his diftrefs, 
,.Qn his return from Germany, Petrarch fi>ui|d 
the pope feripufly employed, at the ^c of four- 
fcore and ten years, on two great proje<!is which 
required all the vigour of youth. The one waf 
the crufadc, the other was the rc-cftablifliment 
of the holy fee at Rome, The unhappy con- 
^queoces of former wars undertaken againft 
the infidels, to difpoffefs them of the holy 
places they were mafters of, had cooled the 
pious fury which had depopulated Europe to 
ravagp Afxa. It is diiEcult to comprehend how 
^pontiiFfo enlightened and experienced could 
ferioufly enter on a project which, in the pre- 
sent fituation of Europe, was fo chimerical. 
Petrarch himfelf, though full of outrageous 
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xcal for thefe holy cnterprifes, knew all the 
diificulttes that attended them. 

Philip of Vak)is> king of France, font amw 
bafladors to the pope, to 'concert proper ■ mca^ 
fiireb for this grfcat undertaking ; and they 'pro- 
miicd on oath, in the name of this prince, that! 
he Ihould embark in three years for the Letalit^ 
at the head of an army. The pop^ declkrdd 
Philip the chief of thi^ entcrprife, an J *^tuvkM 
him for fix years the tenths of his cldtgy ; ^ uHi 
after the return of the ambafladors Philip tobk 
the crpfs with the greateft demohfti^tiohs' of 
pieCy. This example, which waii followed l^ 
almoil all ihe princes and barons of 'th6 kihg^ 
dom, and a great number of prelates, ISt 6Ji 
Europe in motion. The kings of Boheriii^*, 
Arragott, and Navafre, likewife took the. croft, 
and the king of France promffcd that twcJtifty 
thousand horfc and thirty thousand foot fhdilld 
pafi into the eaft, on board Venetian, Genoefc, 
and Pilkn, vrffcls. 

The ' family of the Colonnas were more 
zealous thatii any other for the fucccfs oif the 
holy wan In 121 8 c^ardinal John' ColoWHi 
headed the crufadc, diftinguiflied himfelf by his 
great valour, and contributed to the taking of 
X)amietta, though he was made prifoner by the 



SaiteLCfcn^, jwho Cbnidcmned him to be Tawed 
lifunder, but at thctnomcttt of execution, ftlft- 
Jjiifediwitfe th<! fbrtrtudoJ he aifcov^fdl) they 
gaveihim his iifc and libarty^ i » ' 
- f^li'hejffccoiid projc<Sb df rtrasiflatmg tht holjr 
Sb^lto.Rome^. was as irapcrtant aa the fbftticft 
and mote eafy to be executed ; but the 4tat?k 
iftftltepope^ whidl happened in 1334, put' art 
tpttdr t^.tfc^ defign ; and thetraublos that ft^U 
tis^[¥$d S^rope put an ^nd likewise tt> tfa6 
Other*;, i'' i • . ., • 

, John XXIL . h4d ^yerned the dmrch dgh-» 
te^n » yioart : he Tms a man of uivd^errtandSftg 
andt knowledge; had prodigious ai6livity> * ff^ 
great icoxifiancj in purfuing what he otiCQ'Uft-* 
dertOQ^t.;: aiid wad poiTeiled of an tntme^ 
tix:aiur€<j . But, notwithftanding all diefe W-* 
fot^Ti^e^f di^ cottld not bring to perife<ftiDii ktty 
m\^,0ff the projefts he aimed at in the cDurfe 
ofWl4>Jig pontificate, ' 

The firfl: was the crufade ; the fecorid tht 
4?p^iition .of the emperor Lewii o( Baveilia ; 
t^ Bfeird tlie deftru<ftion df the Giybelirts in 
|^j|lyj,aiid- df 'the itaperial authority/ on 'tM 
x\nn^^o£ v/hich he meant to eftabliib hi^ own i 
^d the fourth, though of a very diffet etit iHi* 
tiiFe, w%s ai- vigofoi^y purfued by him as thi 
reft. . 

F Z 
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John believed that the fouls of tkc' Jufe 
would not enjoy the vifion of God tiU^dffer 

the univerfal judgment, and the refurre^ion of 
their bodies, ' They are/ faid he, ^ wnife 
waiting for this judgment, *under the'aliar and 
protedlion of the humanity of Jefus X!hmH* 
Aftonilhed at tjhe opposition made tQ tiis^^c- 
trine, he employed his authority J:6 prove the 
truth of it, punifhing with fevfJnty tnole vmo 
openly contradicted it. He put a Dominican 
into prifon on this account, and cited Cyuram 
de St. Pourcoin, bilhop of Mieux, one djf the 
gr^ateft theologifls of his time, to appear arid 
anfwer for his faith. Theie a^ of violence m* 
ceniibd all the world againfl him. The iiimr- 
re^lion of the cardinals, and a great part of the 
court of Rome ; the decifion of the doAofs 'm 
theology at Paris ; and the exhortation of uic 
kings of France and Naples, obliged the pope 
to make a folemn retraftion of this dodrirife bfe- 
fpre his death* 

Petrarch, fpeaking on this fubje<ft, fayst 
' Beatitude is a ftate to which nothing cai) 
be added ; it is conformable to nature, that 'the 
fpirit Ihould be always in motion till therie re- 
mains nothing for it to defire. How then can 
the dead enjoy the vifion of God, in which 
confifts the bleffedncfs of marl, while they 
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Arc defiring witht ardour the reunion of their 



JtxjHie^ ?' 



-. In a letter to cardinal Colpnna, fome years 

* ^ Permit me, Isw^s he, * to fpeak freely of a 
oope. ^f whom you were fond, though not of 
hi& errors. His doArinc concerning the vifioh 
of God, however probable at the bottom, was 
a>ndemned by the grcateft number, and thofc 
of the beu judgment, and hcs buned with its 
author.. 
; After the death of John, James Fournier was 

jcIeiStcd pope, to the aftonilhment of all the 
world ;; ^and this cardioal himlelf, when they 
came to. adore him, faid to thofe arounif him, 
^j X pur cnoice is fallen upon an afs.* ' It wc 
may ^believe Petrarch, he did himielf juftice, 
Mid the acknowledgment of his incapacity 

;S?3f T?!^ ^reateft proof he ever gaveof ni3jud^-r 

• He was a baker s fbn, and took the name 

of Benne^ XII. His figure, his ihape^i his 

jVoipe^, jbis manners, were entirely pppofite to 

^^^9|pf ,of . hijs predeceiTor, whofe dodrine con- 

^.jqerjjipg the vifion of God he publicly con- 

^ demned. T^ey looked upon him at the court 

of Avignon as a man of no confequence, and 

, iptapable of governing the church. 
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1335. Petrarch was fit this iinm phaplain 
and official to cardinal Colonna, but hei- ba4 
no living; the pope "gave him the canon^y of 
Lombc?, w^ith the promife of the firft Va<lai)t 
prebend ; and in his Icttfer i^eaks highly of the 
knowledge of Petrarch, ajid of the goodnefs^of 
his life. It muft be rcn^arked Here th»t this 
pope left a great' number of henetices tiitijbp'» 
plied ;' not finding, he faid>. any pferlbri^t^a^btei 
of filling' thenik. ' *' ^i/nr. 

'iThe troubles of Italy drew this ycar'tt>A^}gte 
non Axon de Corege,' a charaAer that foon 
engaiged the attention and friendfbip of I^e* 
irarch : at fifteen years of aige he had cAtertfd 
into holy orders, hut took up armi aftdrWat^da 
in defence of his country, and came to Avig- 
non* on a public negociation; he had the'bfeft 
conftitution in the world, his ftrength was afto* 
mfiiing, and his body hard as iron. He was 
called iron-foot, becaufe he was indefatigable. 
His Fnind was full of ardour, and eager after 
all kinds of knowledge ; lie read a great deal^ 
aijid foirgot nothing ; bo fought earneftly the 
ibcicty of thofe who could give him any in- 
ftru^ion, and in the feurry of the greateft »f-* 
fairs he always re-feivcd fom^ houifs to enftch 
his mind with ftudy. It is cafy to in>c7gin^ 
that a man q£ this cha^acfter woi;kld be defiro¥»3 
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of i)eizig admitted into the affcwhly of cardinal 
Cqloana, and would be well received there. 

Azon de Corege had heard of Petrarch's re- 

ptttat^tion^ and earneftly defired his acquaint-^ 

'^ce^ As they were of the lame age, and the 

fyjmc i^um of mind, they foon entered into a 

-Yj4fy? intimate friendfliip; and Petrarch was. fo 

l^^py as to have an opportunity of giving Azon 

^rijia^lar proof of his affedion foon after his 

arrival at Avignon. The Corcges were deeply 

engaged in the public quarrels of Italy. Azon 

9t this time had it upon his hands to defend 

tile cauie of the nobles of Verona, by whom he 

WSia 'ikxit to Avignon ; to aflcrt the rights of his 

iliamiLy, which had been invaded ; and tq guard 

the. lafcty of his own pcrfon, which had.beeit 

»0k\ilted^ Enchanted with the genius of Pe-^ 

tourcbr^ixd his irrefiilible eloquence, he thought 

h^ could hot confide his cauie to an orator 

ippre able to defend it ; and befought Petrarch 

to be his advocate. Petrarch had never takei) 

ypon him the profeffion of the law : 

^ My reputation,' iaid he, * has never been fb 
blemifhed as to conftrain me to defend it. My 
profedioii does not oblige me to take up the 
vindicaticm of others. I love fblitude ; I deteii; 
the bar ; I defpife* money ; s^d I couJd n^vcy 
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be prevailed upon to kt out my tongut for hir-e* 
It is repugnant to my nature.' ^ » i • . 

What Petracch could not . do frona indiaa-! 
tion, or for interaft> he did from friendihipj 
He charged himlelf with the caufe of Azonw ^ 
and of the houie of Corege- • It. was.* a ver^ 
interefting one, and opened .a vait £eid foriclo4 
quence^ •. 

Petrarch, infpired by friendfhip, difplayed 
his oratory with fuccefs, and,, which "was {fall 
more furprifing, with a tempeir fiery and pafe^ • 
fionate like his, he avoided with ewe thtftfe di« • * 
greffions againft the adverfc party, thofe cutting ^ ■ 
fallies of wit, w^hich lawyers arcfoapttoi xutai> '. 
into, in order to fhine diemfelves, rather thari ' ^*' 
to fty^ngthen their caufc. Azon gained bisii^rr- 
fuit. V Xh4 lords of Verona were confirmed ia^ J: 
the Sovereignty of Parma, and Petrarch rcon-d >ii 
vinced the pope and the cardinals who aSiiled • 
in this aflemWy, that he would have been the 
greateft orator of his age, if he had not rather 
chofe to be the greatett poet, 

. Petrarch <m this occafion gained alfb ano- 
ther ^iftingyifhcd friend, who was colleagtie . 
.with Axon; in thi& affair ; his name was Wilf 
liam -de Paftnengo, born at Paftrengo, a town a 
few leagues diflant from Verona. He had 
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fiudied the law at Padua, linder the celebrated 
profeflbr Oldradi. Having found out the fe- 
eret of reconciling this ftudy with that* of the 
T)ellcp .l^ttres, he was an orator, a poet, and a 
ciyiJian*^^ ' ■ 

The nobles of Verona had great corrfidenctf 
in Pa£b-en^ and committed to him the moft 
important negociations. We have at this day a 
book 'Written .by him, rare and little knbwn, 
fullidft matter otv 'all fiibjeds, and which flieiVi? 
a gf^a<i fund of emditioh. Jt was printed sH' 
Venice: the iirft part is on facred and pro- 
fane, faiftojy; the fccond, an hiftorical and geo* 
graphical ^^dion^ry, which treats of the origin 
of thiogs. 'He was, with all this learning, a 
mamof gallantry, and w?ll veried in the me^^ 
thpisi of making himfclf agreeable in conrerfa- 
tion.ri -His love of the belles Icttrcs united 
him i?v4th Petrarch in a very fincere friend t 
IhipvfJi 

The :bilhop of Lombes, whom family affairs 
retained at Rome, defirerf extremely to lee his 
dear Petrargh in that great city, and never 
ceafed preffing him in his letters to undertake 
the journey. It cannot be doubted that Pe* 
trarch wiftied much to go; many objeAs at-^ 
trafted him ; but he was prevented by his paA 
fion for Laura on one hand> and his attach-? 
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ment to the cardinal on the other, who would 
not fufFer him to leave Avignon. He entcuied 
himfelf on thefe accoiuits to the bifhop lof 
L/ombes^ afluxing him theie were the only rca^ 
ions he did not comply with his tender *iid 
preiling invitations. He adds in has letter to 
the biihop> who had wrote with ^Ga£mtsy> an 
Laura: i • 

^ Would to God that my Laura was an iixla^ 
gitiary perfbn ! and that my paillon ^ for * her 
was only a jeft ! Alas ! it is a frenzy ! Wfe may 
counterfeit ficknefs by voice and gcfture, but 
we cannot give ourfel ves the air and colour of la 
iick perfon. How many times have you wt- 
netted the palenefsof my countenatLce>;andtke 
agonies of my heart? I feel you ijpeak ttrcK 
ftically ; irony is your favourite figure ; but 
I hope I fliall be cured of my diibrdeiTi wid that 
time will clofe up my wound/ ^ ^^ » 

He adds : 

' Your kind attentions flatter my felf-Iove ! 
I do not kaow from whence the high ideas have 
been taken which certain perfbns have eon* 
i^cived of rne. But this favourable prejudice 
has been my happy deftiny from my cradle. I 
have been always more known than I defired ; 
tn&ny things bad and good have been faid of 
the ; I was not elated by the one, or depreffe^ 



by the other ; for I hate been long convinced, 
that the world is falfe and^ deceitful, and that 
ray life is but a drcani. I have been torn to 
pieces by the pleafantries of my fiends on my 
paffion for Laura ; to put balm into the woundi 
yon 'exhort me to love you. Alas J you weU 
know that in love I require a rein rather than a 
ipur, I ihould be more tranquil had 1 lefs fen* 
^bilityv* 

• ^S3^* This ycaar, at the end of April, Rs* 
jbrafch, always, curious and eager to fee new 
ok^edb^ took a Jcairney to Mount Ventjoux. 
This^is one of the higheft mountains in Eu* 
ftqK:,.anid having few hills near it fo lofty a$ to 
iiktdrcept tim proijpeft, it prefents from its ium^ 
«ittt M mott extensive view than can be feen 
i&am the ;AJps or the Pyrennees, Petrarch gives 
iWs ac(K>u»t firf his joumey in a letter to father 
Dennis : 

^ Hgtving pafled my youth in the province 
of VenaiiTon, I have alwavs had a defire to viiit 
^ , mountain which is defcribed from all parts,^ 
m^ which is {q properly called the mountain 
o£i the t winds* I fought a copipanion for this 
expedition^ and, what will appear lingular^ 
among the number of friends that I had, I me*; 
with none quite fuited to mj mind : i^ true is 
\t,, that it is nune to find, even among pcribMt 
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i^lno loye one another the beft, a pcrfeft co^^ 
ioj^mity. ip tafte^ indinatiop^ axid lx^I^er^^ 
thkiki^ig. Opp appeared to roc !too qvfu^k^ji^^ 
^v .t9Q, (Ipw ; /If ;^urfii ,,thi^ , mai^ .^^QO ^^elg^ 

0^ top tender ,^r^.^oo delicate to fuftai^ thp 

fatigue ; therci is ap9ther too fet an4 too heayj^^ 

^he jpaa never . get up fobigh ; ia fine, thisj is. .^(?p 

^ft4^n;t an4 noify, ,thf ptl^qf ^oo filqij|:j^9^ 

/fBf lajfl^boly ^- All thfife , dqfcwSN^ 7l«??Vi^J* -^ifP^- 

.fti^can fwpport in a town and. an ^ .feou^ 

W^pvvld be intalerabk on a journey. I ^d^ied 

; t^jigj m^tJer,, Sknd> finding that thofe v^bcffe, £i^ 

j^iefly would have plcafed xnc eithei l}f^4 ^^^fflf* 

:«rhich prevented them, or h jid not flho i^^^fl^^ 

^f if^rfity 33 niyfelf, I would not put th^fcotn^ 

pigiiance to the proof. I determined to t^jbe 

It^^th rne my brother Gerard, whom.])^ii knp;^* 

^p/w^^ very glad to accompany mi?, .^j^^.f^ft 

,» fepfiW? joy in fiipplying the place pf ^[fp^fi^ 

W well as.abrotiier. ^ ^ , ^ U * 

* We went from Avignon to Malau(fpne> 

jiijlhiqEh i& a^t the foot of the mo^pt^jji pn the 

fif^^fide, y^l^ere we flept the n^g^^t^ >a|^4i^5- 

ipqf^^ Qm:feives. the: whole of the, pexjt, 4^y.» 

Xhp , day. ^aft^r, ray brother and rpyfel^. ^ fp^ 

^pwed by two dpmeftics, afccnded the ijblovi^* 

|9iilf,OT)|th4»w^ and fatigue, tihwgh 



tfie weather was mild and the day very finC4 
We had agility, ftrcngth, and courage ; • no- 
thing Was wanting ; but thb mafs of rocks iH 
df atteejphefsahnoftinacceiribk. Towards the 
middle of the mountain' we found an old (hep- 
herd*,' who did all he could to divert us fforti 
Air projeft, . *' It i^ about fifty years ago,'* 
laidT hd, *^that I had the fame humour with 
jjffcferfel^es ; I climbed' to the top of the moun* 
tdfnTand What did IgetTby it > — My body and 
tkf tlothes torn to pieces by the brikrs, mfueh 
Fatigiie and repentance, with a firm refoltitimi 
he^^r' to gb thither again. Since that time •! 
hkht not heard it faid that any one has been 
gttilty bf the fame folly." 

' - * Yoxihg people are not to be talked out of 
th^ir Icherties. The niore the Ihepherd exag-» 
gyrated the difficulties of the enterprife, the 
'fttotiger defire we felt to conquer them. When 
h'c law that what he iaid had no eflfetft, he 
fliewcd us a fteep path along the rocks ; '* That 
IS the way you muft go," faid he, 

' After leaving our clothes and all that 
coulS * embarrafs us, we began to dimb With 
inconceivable ardour. Our firft efforts, -which 
s not uncommon, were followed with extreihe 
Wtatnefs : we found a rock, on Whtch we 
rtffteif fome time ; after which we irefumed 
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our march, but it Viras not vrtth thc^ftm* agi^ 
lity ; mine fladceaed very much. Wfcile my 
brother, followed «i.very.fteq> path whicir ap^ 
pcarcd to kad tt^thertopv Iltook another which 
wai3 more updn- the.jdcdirity. *' Where are 
you gQing?" cried my brother with all his 
toight; " that i$ not thcSvay, follow- /me.'* 
" Let me alone,".. faid I, :^' I prefer the path 
that is longeft and eafifc^." This was, an exn 
cufe for ray weaknefs, L wandered 'for fomd 
time at the bottom; at laft Ihame took^iold 
of me,, .and I. rejoined my brother, who w4s/ fet 
down to wait for me* We marched one hf^fof4 
another fome time, but I became weary agaiflf 
and fought an eafier path ; And atlaft, (W^r^ 
whelmed with fliame and fet;igue, I ftapped 
again to take breath. Then, abandoning my^ 
iolf to reflexion, I compared the ftate of mj? 
fi)u], which defires to gain hcav€n> butwalkiS 
not in the way to it, to that of my body which 
had fo much difficulty in attaining the tc^ of 
Mount Ventoux, notwithftanding the- diSirio^ 
iity which caufed me to attempt- it. Thefe 
rpfledions infpired me with more ilrength and 
courage. . . v* 

, /. Mount Ventoux is divided into fevgrai 
•hills, which rife one abore the other ; on the 
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top o( the higheft is a little plain^ wlicfc we 
fcated ourfelves on our arrival* 

^ Struck with the clcameis of the air, an<l 
the iKinienic ipace Ihad befdre my iyes, I rc*^ 
manned 'fof feme time motionlefs' aftd afto-^ 
nifhexL At laft, waliing* from my Veverie, mf 
eyes were infenfibly dirafted toward that itiie? 
cbiMiitry to which my inclination dlways drew 
me. I iaw thbfe mountains covered with 
fiioW, Whiere ihe pr6ud enemy of the Rbmaris 
t^peried himfelf a paflage with vinegar, if* wc 
m^ay believe the voice of fame. Th6ugh they 
are^idt'a ^eat diftaftce from Mount Ventoux; 
th*y iefemed fonear that one might touch 
theitt>. I feit inftantly a veherhent defire to 
behfold a^in this dear country, which I faw** ra- 
ther with the eyes of the foul than thoffe of thti 
body: fome fighs efcaped me which I could 
n^t ^rferent, and I reproached myfelf' fof a 
Weisikileis I could have juftified by many great 
cxaftipleiJ. 

^ Returning to myfclf again, and examih- 
ing more clofely the flate of my Ibul, I faid^ 
** R is neat ten years, Petrarch, fince thoti halt 
quitted Bologna : what a change in thy man- 
Tidti fitice that time ! Not yet fafe in port, 1 
dare not view thofe tempefts of the mind witk 
which I feel myfelf continually agitated. The 

3 
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time win perhaps come, when I may be ^hle to 
fay with St. Auguftine, * If I retrace my paft er- 
rors, thofe unhappy pailions that overwhelmed 
me, it is not becaufe they are ftiil dear, it is be- 
caufe I will devote myfelf to none but thee, my 
God/ But I have yet much to do. I love, 
but it is a melancholy love. My ftate is* def-. 
perate. It is that which Ovid paints {o flxong- 
ly in that well-known line, 

" I cannot; hate, and I am forced to love V " 

*' If/* laid I, " thou fliouldft live ten years 
longer, and in that time make as much progrefs 
in virtue, wduldft thou not be able to die with 
a more affured hope ?" Abandoned to thcfc re- 
flexions, I deplored the imperfe<ftion of my 
conduA, and the inftability of all things hu- 
man. 

* The fun was now going to reft, and I per- 
ceived that it would foon be time for me to 
defcend the mountain. I then turned towards 
the weft, when I fought in vain that long chain 
of mountains which feparates France, and 
Spain. 

^ Nothing that I knew of hid them from my 
fight, but nature has not given us organs capa- 
ble of fuch extenfive views. To the right I 
difcovered the mountains of the Lyonnoifc, an4 
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tp tfip left the, furges of the Mediterranean, 
whiph bathe MarfeUles on. one fide, . on the 
other dafli ihemfeives in pieces agaipft the 
r^kj.fhorcc I faysr them: very diftin/i^y, tho\^gU 
4thc^fii#^ceoCfcy<^al4^^joum^^ j . 
, , * i'yhc ,;^atte , igU4^d^ und?r > rpy iqf es ; . the 
qlilUdf worn al.toy feet. /■ Nc^er was there n 
a»1>^:eicxlcnfive variegated and inchanting pro- 
fpeft ! What I faw rendered me lefs increclu- 
lous of the accounts of Olympus and mount 
Athosv ^fiitth thcjr aflett to be higher than the 
region of the clouds from whence deftend the 
mowers or ram. 



,^;*^A1rter ^having fatisfied my eyes for fame 
nine with t^iofe delightful objefts, which ele- 
vated nxy mmd; and infpired it with pious re- 
flexions, I took the book of St. Auguftin*s 
Confemohs which I had from you, and which 
I always carry about me. It is dear to. me for 
itsl)wii value ; and the hands from whence I 
received it, fender it dearer flill : on opening it 
I accidentally fell on this pafTage in the tenth 
book ; ^^ Men go far to obferve the fummits of 
mountains, the w^aters of the fea, the begin- 
nings and the courfes of rivers, the immenfity 
or t^e ocean, hut they negleSi themfeJves** 
J ^ t take Gojd and my brother to witnefe that 
j«rhat I fay is true. I was flrujck with the Xvor 

G 
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gularity of an accideftt^ the application of which 
it was fo ezkify for me to make* 

' After having Ihut the book, I #e<Jolie<fted 
what happened to St. Auguftin and St. Aa- 
thony oa the like occafion, and^ believing J 
could not do better th^ix ij!nitrte thefe great 
$iints, I left off reading, and gave myf^f ^P *<>* 
the crowd of ideas which presented' themfelvesy 
on the folly of mortals, who, ncglecfthig thqir 
moft noble part, confufe themfcl ves . witk vain 
olgpfts, and go to feek that with difficulty 
abroad, which thqy might cafily meet with a)b 
home. *' If," faid I, " I have undergone fbmuch 
labour and fatigue, that my body may be nearer 
heaven ; what ought I not to do and to fufFer 
that my foul may come there alfo ?'* 

* In the midft of thefe contemplations I wa5 
got, without perceiving it, to the bottom of 
the hill, with the feme fafcty, and leis fatigue, 
than I went up. A fine clear moon favoured 
Cfur return. . While they were preparing our 
' ;fiipper, I Ihut myfelf up in a corner of the 
houfe, to give you this account, and the re-« 
ileftions it produced in my mind. You foCi 
my father, that I hide nothing from' you. I wilh 
I was always able to tell you not only what I 
do,, but even what I think. Pray to God that 
jny thoughts, now alas ! vain, and wanderiiig, 
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may be immorcably fixed on the onljr true and 
folid good.' 

Petmrch often retired into the moft defert 
places ; and if by accident he met with Laura 
in the ftreets af Avignon, he avoided her, and 
palled fwiftly to tht other fide. This aiFe-dlatioa 
diffdeait^d her. Meeting him one d^y, fee 
looked at him with more kindnefs than uiViad* 
Perhaps fhe wilhed to preferve a lover of fiich 
reputation ; or could not be infcnfxble to the 
tonftancy of his siffe&ion. A favour fo un-* 
bopedfor from La^ira reilored Petr^ch to h^p:* 
pineiCs, ai3jd {m^ an en4 to all his boaflod irefolu-^ 
"tion. When he paffed a few days witliout 
feeing her, be feit an irrefiftible defire to fee her 
Ml tlkkoft pjfeices Jibe frequented. Shq hj^bfivfid 
to him with more cd& ; he wilhed to aflurjd 
l»er of his love by.the moft tcadpr expreflions, 
<pr Bt li3dft by his Cghs «and terns ; but the dig* 
jaity of JLaUra*s countenance and behayioitt 
Tf ndiered him motioale6 ; hi& &xxfes wece ,fujC- 
pend^dy h^s t«iar$ dried up, arid his • wardaneid' 
|»red upon hi^ lips. His eyes c6uld alone 
cxpic£s the &t]iiigg of his IbuL In a fotxnct lie 
iays : '- : '. ^ •' I ': '""\ ^i-l '. 'it 

^ You could not wkhbut compaffidtv^^old 
the image of death ftampdd on my isiat^^i 
.kind regard^ a word dieted by friettddli^t^ 

Q Z 
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ttflored me to life. That I yet breathe is your 
precious gift. Difpofe of me, for you are the 
reviver of my ibul ; you alone, beautiful Laaira^ 
poiTefs both the keys to my heart/ 
. The poets imagined their heart to have two 
doors> the one leading to pleafure, the other to 
pain. It is to this poetic fidion that Petrarch 
alludes. 

Laura wilhed to be beloved by Petrarch, but 
with fuch refinement that he ihould never 
fpeak of his love. Whenever he attempted 
the itioft diftant expreffion of this kind, (he 
treated him with exceffi ve- rigour ; but when 
fliefavr him in defpair, his^ countenance Ian- 
guilhing, and his fpirits drooping, (he then re- 
ammated him by foine trMing kindncfs; a 
look, agefture, or a Wor4^ was iufficient. 
r This mixture -of feverity' and compafiion, fo 
ftrongly marked in the lines of Petrarch, is the 
key to a right judgment of Laura's charaften 
It was thus ihe held for twenty years the affec- 
tions of a-man the moft ardent and impetuous 
irithoutthe fmallcft ftain to her honour j and 
this was the method Ihe thought beft adapted to 
the temper and difppfition of Petrarch. 
1)1 >Wffcenevcr Laura had leatfon lo complain of 
jiipl, it was cafy to perceive her di4>leafure : 
k^ hsur was difturbed, flic call down her eyei, 
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turned away her head^ and made hafte out of 
his fight. 

Chie day, more courageous than ufiial, Pe- 
trarch ventured to fpeak of his love and con- 
ftancy, notwithftanding the rigour with which 
fixe treated him, and reproved her for the man- 
ner in which Ihe behaved to the moil faithful 
and difcreet of lovers. 

' As foon as I appear, you turn away your 
eyes ; you recline your head ; and your coun- 
tenance is troubled. Alas ! I perceive you Juffer. 
O Laura ! why thcfe cruel manners ? Could 
you tear yourfclf from a heart where you haw 
taken iuch deep root, I fhould commend your 
feverity . In a barren and uncultivated foil th^ 
plant that languiflies requires a kinder fim; but 
you muft for ever live in my heart. Since thexi 
it is your deftiny, render your fituation leis 

difagreeablc.* 
There are two ftages of Petrarch's love : the 

one when Laura was in that age of innocence 
in which there is no fuipicion; when flic 
treated him with politenels, and with kindnefs, 
becaufe flie faw nothing in his manner that op- 
pofed iuch treatment. On his part he behaved 
with tendernefs and eitcem, and ihe enjoyed 
at eaie the pleaiiires of hi^ converiation* The 
iK)nfideilce with which this inipired him, aa4 
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the delight he felt in her prcfcncc, encouraged 
him, though with a trembling voice, to exprefe 

hh love. Laura replied with an agitated coun- 
tenance, * I am not, Petrarch, I sun not the 
perfon you fuppofe me/ Petrarch was thundcr- 
flruck, and could not open his mouth. Laura 
forbids him to appear before her ; he writes to 
her to befeech her pardon : ihe is iiill more of- 
fended, and avoids all occaiiohs of feeing him. 
Pttrarch weeps and fighs incdfantly ; and Lau- 
j*a deprives him of her focicty for a long time ; 
but, on his falling iick, permits him at laft to 
fee, and to fpeak to her. He again hazards 
fomething about ihis affcAion, and flie treats 
him with more feverity than ever. He be^ 

« 

CQtnes outrageous, and in defpair calls de^th to 
iiis iuccour, and goes wundcring aboTOt in the 
mbft frightful and foiitary deferts: love follows 
him everywhere. 

A philosophical curiofity leads PletfarcTi to 
travel to France .and Germany ; but fcarcely is 
h<ft fet <)i»t when he re^nts, and deiires to re- 
turn. He feols tha:t he cannot live without 
Laura. In traverfing the foreft of Ardcnne he 
believes her to be in every objeft he fees, and 
in every echo he hears : when he is liear Lj^ons, 
his tranfports are inexpreffibk at the fight of 
the Rhone, becaufe tiiat fiver wafhcs the waHs, 
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©^ file city where Laura refides. When iie ar- 
rives at Avignon, he finds her in the fame difi- 
pofition He left her, as auftere and int^dabl? 
on the fub)e<9; of iove ; and he complains that 
be could difcover nothing in her eyes but anger 
aad4ifdain« 

Tti^si wf^$ his ,firft ftate. He had yet never 
f<^ revc^otife ; on tihe coi^traiy, the nvidefly of 
LAUi:a>)ker ytriwe, the innpcence of her life, the 
gr9jce3 of her converf^tion, had given him fo 
h^h mi ide^t of heri, that^he thought be could 4q 
nothing fo honotitable .as to ^iiultiyatc thjus Iokc, 

' Whftt a felicity is it for tiiee,' he would 
fey to himfctf, ^ to have dared thus high to raiib 
thy vows of love. She has kindled in thy heart 
a £ame, that in difengaging thee from licen- 
tious pleaiures, fought by ui;ithinking mortals, 
dire^ thee jto that fQvereig^i g9<>4 which is 
the reward of virtue,* 

Bxit wiien Petrarch returned from hjis jour-, 
ney, he began to feel fome remorfe for afcribing 
fo much to any created being, though perfe<9: 
4s Laura herielf He jrefleded that his h^iart 
was formed for his GrM.tor, and co\dd never be 
happy till fixed on God. The ezhort^itions of 
father Dennis -were probably the QmJS^ of tbi» 
remdrft. 

}q bis letters he fays ; ' 
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* How much time have you wafted on that 
Laura! How many ufcleis fteps have you taken 
inthofe woods!' 

But the fmallcft incident was iiifBcicnt to 
unhinge his philofophy, and ftagger every rc-^ 
iblution he had formed to calm his mind. One 
day he obferved a country girl wsilhing the veil 
of Laura. A fudden trembling ^ felztd him ; 
and, though the dog-ftar raged, he fliivcred a& in 
the depth of winter. Every efthet obje^wfiis 
concentrated in this paffiori. It Was not pof^ 
fible for him to apply to ftudy, or the condu^^k 
of his affairs. His foul was like a field* of bat- 
tle, where his heart and reafon held continual 
engagements. 

* It was this,* fays he, ' that overfpread with 
the clouds of grief thofe delightful years of life 
which by nature fecm confecratcd to joy and 
pleafure.' 

After contemplating his paft and pcdent 
ftate: 

^ Ten years,' fays he, * has grief preyed upon 
me J a flow poifon confumes my body ; hafdly 
have I ftrength to drag along my weakened 
limbs. I mufl get out of this dreadtul fituation; 
I mufl recover my liberty.' 

He determined therefore again to travel, and 
tiy the effefts of abfence. We have already 
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xnenticmed the defire he had to Yifit Rome, and 
perform his promife to the bilhop of Lombcs* 
He had likewife a ftrong temptation to go to 
Paris J having promifed fome friends he left 
there he would foon return. At the head of 
theie friends were father Dennis, and Robert dc 
Bordi, whom the pope had juft made chancellor 
of the cliurch of Paris, with the canonry of No- 
tre DanaCi 

Robert de Bordi was defcended from one of 
the richeil and mofl coniiderable families in 
Florence. He came when very young to pur- 
fuc his itudies at Paris, according to the cuftom 
of the Florentines, who have great emulation. 
He made fo rapid a progrefs, that the do6l6rs of 
this celebrated univerfity had a fort of venera* 
tion for his genius. In truth he was a man of 
^^tmordinary merit, a great philofopher, and a 
Iqund divine. He speared with diftind:ion in 
the council of Vincennes, where the opinion 
of John XXII. cpjjcerning the vifion of God 
was condemned, Wc arc obliged to him for 
having pr^ferved to us tjie difcourfcs of St, 
Auguftin, w^hich would probably have been loft 
if he had iv>t taken the pai^s to colle<9: them. 

Befpra W? fpc^k of Petrarch's journey, which 
he at laft determined Ihould be to Italy, we 
Xfxdk infert a circumftanoc of reproach to hia 
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charader. In thfe early part o( his V\£c he had a. 
miftrcfs who behaved to him with lefe rigoiir 
than Laura, and by whom he liadja i<)n caUcd 

John, and a daughter a few years after r they 
will both appear in the courfe of thcfe me* 
tnoirs. 

After having obtained with difficulty the 
permiiiipn of cardinal Colonna, and t£ikea 
leave of his friends, Petrarch fet out from Avig* 
non in the beginning of December, 1336, to 
go to Marfeilles, where he embarked in a (hip 
which was juft fetting fail to Civita-Vecciiia. 
He concealed his name, and gave himfelf out 
for a pilgrim going to worfhip at Rome. Who 
can exprefs the joy be felt when from the deck 
he could difcover the coaft of Italy 1 that dear 
country after which he ha-d fo long fighed I 
When he was landed, he perceiyed a laurel 
tree : in his. firft emotion he ran towards it ; 
and too mudh befide himfelf to obferve liis 
fteps, he feH into a brook which he muft crols 
to arrive at the wij9>ed-for objeft. This faS 
caufed him^ to fwoon. Always occupied with 
Laura, he ikys: 

^ On th^fe ftiores, wafhed by the Tyrrhene 
fea, I beheld that ftately laurel which always 
Wirms my imagination. Love impelled* me 
towards it. I flew, and through iny impatience 
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fell breathlefe in the mtervening ftream. I was 
alone and in the woods^ yet I blulhcd at my 
heedleflhefs ; for to the reflecSing mind n6 
witnefs is requifite to excite the emotions of 
£hame/ 

It was not eafy for Petrarch to pafs from the 
coaft of Tufcany to B.ome; for the war be-, 
twisen the Urfins and the Colonnfis, which 
was renewed with more fury than ever, filled 
all the Hirrounding places with armed men. 
As be had no efcort, he went to die caftle of 
Capranica, at ten leagues diftance from Rome. 
He was well received by Orfo count of Ahguil- 
lom, who had efpoufed Agnes Colonna, fifter 
of the cardinal and of the bilhop* He was n 
Bian of ui;iderftanding, and fond of kttera. 
The defcriptipp of >this caftle and its envirors 
is contained in the following letter of Petrarch'^ 
to cardinal Colonna. 

^ Capranica is the very fituation I could wifh 
for, confiimed as I am by anxiety. It was for- 
merly an uncultivated place, full of thickets 
and wild trees, where the goats came to browfe, 
and from whence it took its name. The beau- 
ty of the fituation and the natural fertility of 
the foA drew .men by degrees to fettle there. 
They built a fortirefs on the moft elevated part, 
^ild as niany houfes as. the compafs of a nai^ 
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row hill could admit. From the top of this 
hill they difcover mouat Sorade^ celebrated la 
this line of Horace : 

** Sec how Sora£te flands^ white with deep Diows*'* 

The lake Cimirus, of which Virgil ipeaks^ and 
Sutri, a town of Ceres, arc but two thoufand 
paces diibant. The air of Capranica is very 
clear. Around it are a great number of little 
hills, which arc hot difficult of acce(s ; feveral 
^acious caverns; and to the fouth a thick 
wood, which is a (heltcr from the burning heats 
of noon. The hill reclines on the north fide, 
and difcovers fields in full bloom, where tht 
bees delight to dwelL Several fountains cf 
fweet water glide along the valleys; and in 
the wood and on the hills deer, ftags, kids; and 
all forts of tame cattle, are feen to wander and 
graze. ' Birds of all kinds are heard to fing, 
and in general all things are found here which 
belong to the fineft and moft cultivated coun- 
tries, without reckoning the lakes, the rivcrs% 
and a neighbouring fea, which are among the 
richeft prefents of nature. 

* Peace was the only thing which I could 
not meet with in this delightful fituation. I 
know not whether fate or fome cpme of the 



nation has drawn on them the fcourgc of war* 
The Ihephcrd, inftead of guarding againfl the 
wolves, goes armed into the woods to defend 
himfelf from the enemy. The labourer, in a 
coat of mall, ufes a lance inilead of a goad to 
drive along his cattle. The fowler draws his 
nets, covered with a iKield. The fi(herman 
carries a iword, inftead of a line to hook hk 
filh. And, what is ftill more extraordinary, the 
native .draws water from the wells in an o^d 
rufty hcLmctf inftead of a paiL ; In a word, 
arms here are ufed as tools and implements foe 
attthc labours of the field, and all the wants of 
men. In the night are heard dreadful bowlings 
round the walls; in the day, terrible voices 
which cry oiit, without ceafing, *' To arms! to 
arms!". What miffic, compared with thofc 
foft and harmonious founds, that I drew from 
my lute at Avignon ! This country is the 
image of hell ; it breathes nothing . but hatred, 
war, and carnage. 

* From this pixfture, who could believe that 
Caprahica was the refidence of the mildeft and 
•moft amiable of men ? Orfo, count of Anquil- 
Jora, tranquil in the'midft of this confuiion, 
iivcs'with his wife in the happieft union, gives 
the moft obliging reception to his^ guefe, 
^governs his yaflals with a ftridncfs tempered 
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tempered with lovc^ cultivates tibc Mufes, and 
ieeks the fociety of men of learning. Ag- 
nes Colonna> his wife, is one of thofe women 
who cati only be praifed by a fdent admira- 
tion, fo much docs ihe rife above all that can 
be iaid to her honour. 

' Theie charming hofts make that place de- 
lightful which would elfe be terrible from the 
horrors of war. Though I greatly ddire the 
fight of Home, and the friends I know there, I 
feel not that inquietude men experience as they 
approach nearer the ol^e A of their defires. I 
am as tranquil in this hoi:ife as I could be even 
in the temple of peace hcxlelf. Andy as we ac- 
cuftom ourfelves infenfibly to all things, I walk 
w^ithout arms and without dread on thofe hills 
w^ich are the fcenes of 'war. I hear them 
found the diarge ; I fee armed troops engage 
with one another ; the claihing of fwords, and 
the cries of the combatants, do not prevent 
my meditating as in my clofet, and labouring 
to amufe pbfterity/ 

When Petrarch was arrived at Gapranica, he 
diipatched a courier to the biihop of Lombes 
to inform him where he was, and that he 
jcncw no method of getting to him in thfc 
midft of fo many dangers ; all tib.e roads which 
led to Kome being occupied l^ the enemy. 
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The biihop e2q>reired great joy oii tiearing of 
kis arriyal, and orde/ed him to wak his com-» 
ing. 

This prelate came to Capranica with Ste- 
phen Colonna his brother^ fpnator of Rome, 
They had with them only a troop of a him- 
dred horfe, and, as the enemy kept poiTcffion of 
the eoufitry with more than five hundred, it 
was wonderful they met with no difficulty oil 
their route ; but the name and reputation of 
the Colontkdis had ^read the aJarm in the ene- 
my's cafiip, imd by tliis means made their way 
free add fafit* 

What a joy w4s it for the biihop of Lombcs 
to fee that friend again whom he lb tenderly 
iovjcd ;. whofe w^fks he Tei,6 with pieafure ; 
and whofc coverfsttibn had a thouiand cbaitos ! 
The ieiiator wais likewife delighted to fee Pe- 
trarch, whofe reputation had already fpread far 
and wide. It is impoilible to exprefs Petrarch's 
joy. on bchoUiing the prelate who was fo dear 
to him, and the bcro for the fight of whoin h^ 
had {o iinpatiently longed. They departed all 
together from Capranica with their little efcortj 
and ai^ived at Ilome without any Ikirmifli, 
iiokwithftanding the meafurcs taken by their 
ffoemies to intqhxpt them* 

1337- Stephen Colontia in quality of fe* 

3 
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iiator redded in the capkdl, . whcrt he lodged 
Petrarch, who could not coatain his tranfpoits 
to find himfelf in a place which had been the 

theatre of thofe great events always pre&at in 
liismind» 

It is much to be regretted that the letteip 
which Petrarch wrote from Rome to cardie 
nal Colonna are lofl* There remaiivs oi^I j^ a 
fragment of one dated from the capItoL «» foir 
lows : ,...-■. 

. * After having read the long accoutkt I g&Tie 
you of Capranica, what will you not expeiSt 
of me concerning Rome ? The iubje6t is in* 
cchauftible. I am ftrucJk with the wonders- { 
every where behold. Their variety conf&usad^ 
me^ and I know not where to begin. I recall 
to mind what you faid to me one day at Avi^ 
Hon : " Petrarch, do not go to Rome : that 
city will not anfwer the idea you have omi^ 
ceived of it ; you will find nothing b*it ruin*/' 
Thefe words iraprefl'ed my mind, and cookd 
my ardour. I had experienced that ^great^b* 
je<fts are often dimintfbed by their profehees 
but here I found it otherwife. My ide^:faf 
Rome are enlarged, not diminiihcd ; its rvi^ 
have fomething grand andnrnj^^ftTc, which, iijaih 
pfefs me with veneration. And, £ur from beiog 
furptifed that Rome Ihould have iiibdued the 
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world, I rather wonder that the conqueft was 
not earlier accompUfhcd/ 

Pttrarch. was received and treated in the 
honfe of the Colonnas as one of the family ; 
and they contended which ihould flieW him 
the tndA fricndfhip. Old Colonna, who knew 
him at Avignon, loaded him with favours, and 
with eagemefs pointed out to him all the cu- 
riofities in Rom^, But of all the family, Jeaa 
de St. Vit, the brother of Stephen Colonna, 
was tte moft happy in Petrarch. This old 
man, who had been exiled from Avignon by 
his enemies, found more charms than ever in 
tiis wit and tonverfation, and was uicful to 
Jiim in his researches after Roman antiquities, 
^boiit which OUT poet was very inquiiitiTC. Jean 
^ St. Vit had made them his ftudy from his 
childhood,' and was perhaps the only Roman 
of that time well acquainted with them, if wc 
except Nicholas Rienzi, of whom I fliall ibo^j 
^ak. 

Nothing appeared more aAonifhing to Pe- 
trarch than the indiflFerence of the Romans to 
thdfe {*eci6us remains of antiquity. They had 
f bem continually before their eyes, . but vouch- 
ftfed .them not the leaft obfervation. ^ The 
naguificence o{ Rorne,' fays he, * and all that 

vol.. I. H 
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can hci^iten its gloiy, are no where lc& knpwia 
than at Rome/ 

, J€;an de St- Vit took him every day to walk 
within and aroiind this great dty. It had a 
wafte and defolate appearance^ though it con* 
jUiia$;d a vaft number of inhabitants. They 
took fcarccly a ftep without finding fppiethii?g 
I9 excite their admiration^ and furniih theip 
with ^ fubjciS: of difcourfe. A* the end of their 
walk, they generally fat down to reft thcmfelvcg 
ton |the baths of Dioclefian, feme veftiges of 
which ard ftiU rejnainiiiLg. ^metimes they 
wont upon the roof of this fine monument^ 
whici«the«w3sa clear air, a vtry extenijlve 
view, load no one to intermpt thcsn. 

£onae was at thi^ time in a deplorable fitua^- 
tion* The Cbloonas at war with the Urfii^ 
coiuld mot re«e|(i;aibU£h the peace of the ci<y^ .or 
ivAore ite murtept lu&re. It was continually, a 
pmy to idxe eirib of war. Nothio^ was to he 
feen in the ftreets but ruins : the churches i9^ 
fBg te pieces i d»e d/tars %oftied of their oma- 
mecUs. The prieib wcrt: interrupted inlihip 
performance of itkdbr offices. JStarangers i;p^4^ 
^iot wloit thither ; &r the highways <iji^e}?^>i^ 
fefted with ancshhcrs^ to whom the i;:ity» and 
even the churches, fcrvrd ibr ml isetroat^ Ifer 



things vras ticard of btrf ra|>es, murders, adul« 
teriee^ and afia^nnatioo^. Audacioufners reign- 
ed ;'juftkre was dumb; indulgence Tendered 
thfpxihy more pi^fum^uous ; and the nobles, 
tdSSrided an^ong thecnfcltes, only agreed in o^ 
^refi&ng tht p€»pte. If Petrarch was touched 
te 6bfciv^ tkkc wretched ftate of Rome, and the 
decay "of its ancient niohuinents, he was n> 
paid* t)y 'yiewing the amiable and dii^inguiflied 
beMvioiir of tjie Roman ladies, 

* it is with reafon,* fays he, ' that they nxc 
Unowned above th'rir (ex; for they have the 
tendertieft and modefty of waraen, wkh thie 
courage and conftancy of men/ In the twd 
fi^rs of cardinal Colonna, he aiTures us, were 
united the virfcuwes and good -qualities of the 
Gi'eelc arid Roman lieroines. As to the men, 
^ They a^te/ fays be, ' a good fort of people, and 
affable when treated with civility; but they 
^aiJr^-ljear no raillery in one (Mirticulat^ I meaa 
*Jiilt which rclpeiSts the honour o( their wives* 
Far frooi being as trad:able as the Avignons^ 
who &^er their wives to be taken from them 
wkhout the leaft murmur, the Romans h^ve 

m 

aJWays thi^ fentcnce in their nKjuths :. ^ Smite** 
iisVliere.you will, fo we may but prefei^e the 
honour of o^r wives.'* 
^ The Romans/ adds Petrarch, * are not 

H ^ 
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greedy of gain. I was gtftoftiflied, in ft g^caC 
a cityj to fihd fo few merchants and txfurefs/ 
A very different reprcfentation of them from 
one given in the twelfth century* * Beware of 
the Romans/ fays St* Bernard ; * they are- ie- 
clitious^ jealous of their neighbours, and Cfm^l 
towards ftrangers. They love nobody; and 
nobody loves them/ Their manners muft have 
undergone a great change in the ipace of tWo 
centuries, or Petrarch muft have been ftraii^ely 
partial to them. Hildcbert, archbifhop of 
Tours, fpeaking of them in the lame century, 
fays, * Rome would be happy if it had no 
lords^ or if its nobleS were honeft men.* 
• Notwithftanding all the endeavours of the 
bilhop of Lombcs, he could not terminate the 
quarrel between the Urfiris and his family. 
This was the principal objeft of his long refi- 
dence at Rome. He was difpleafed that hi» 
father had engaged in a war which might have 
luch fatal confequences ; and he took the 
liberty one day to fpeak with freedom, and 
fome feverity, on this fub^ed. Old Stephen, 
,who, notwithftandirig his great age, had yet 
"*fnuch fire remaining, was hurt by thefe rcpre* 
fentations. He could not forgive the bifhop, 
and would not admit him into his prefence* 
JPctrarch ufed the fttongeft felicitations to en- 
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jgs^ ium to renew his ufual klndnefs to his 
fopjt and at laft was fo happy as to fucceed. 

In a -conversation with the venerable old 
man, Xoon after this union, there happened a 
i^gplar pDedidion, which Petrarch refers to af^ 
te^^rds, in a letter to Stephen Colonna. 
r / Qdl to mind/ fays he, ' that, walking to- 
gether one evening in the ftreet which lead3 
J5pqm jQUx palace to the capitol, we ftopped ; 
^an^ji leaning on an old marble monument front- 
ing th^ ftreet that goes from the hills to the 
Xibex, we converfed on the ftate of your fa- 
ipiljr. I had juft obtained a favour from you, 
which you had refufed to all your relations, 
It was to pardop the freedom of a fon againil 
i«5hom jQu had conceived a violent difpleafure. 

'^ My fon is your friend," faid you, " but he 
^ not refpeded my age. You would have 
me {>ardon and reftore him to my love ; I can 
ri^^uie you nothing ; I will pais it entirely 
4)ver> but I tal^e this occasion to juftify myfelf. 
They pretend that, contrary to what bcfeems 
my ?sge> I have engaged in a war which will 
defcend to my family after my death ; an in-f 
jf^yXajfpp of hatreds, quarrels^ and dangers^ 
,;vy^1f^^,<w.hi^^ it will be always agitated. I take 
Qf>^ to witnefs, that it was only with a view 
rt9 p?ft9? I, .watered iijt^o w^. The wcakijefs of 
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age, a certain degree of infeitfibifity vsrhicb h 
fpread oTcr my foul and all ray feitfes, and, ab6»W 
all, long experience, have given mc a l6ve''i>( 
fepofe, and mafte mc (igh for trancjuiUrty: 
But 1 refulfe no difficulties when they wtt* ne- 
ceflary, and would rather confront death m 
battle, than drag out a fllameftil bid* age in 
flavery. As to what regards my inheritance^ 
^tas !'' faid you, looking earneftly at me, your 
eyes bathed in tears, " I would and I ought 
to leave one to my children, but the fates have 
ordered it otherwife, by the overthrow of or- 
der, and the reign of confufion. ft is myfelf— - 
it is the decrepid old md^ bcfor? you, who 
will be the heir of all his children.'* At thefe 
Words grief bound up your heart, and you 
codtl proceed no further/ 
^ ^ I am not ignorairf,* fayn Petpareh) * that 
Gtod permits princes Ibmetimes ta focefee wikaG 
will happen to th«r childreft : witnefs the cm?* 
peror Vefpafian, and many others. Neveflhc- 
lefs, I gave Kttle attention at that time to this 
prediAion ; but when it was verified, I rccot 
lefted and mentioned it to my friends.' 

It is not certain bow long Petrarch con- 
tinued at Rome, probably his flay was but 
iJiort. It appears, from a Latin epiftle of his to 
th? bilhop of Lombe, that hrs route wa? to- 



wards the weft, and that he paiTed the Pj-» 
reHnean mountains. I dbubt not he went to 
take paffeffion oC his canonry at Lombes^ whick 
the pope had given him, with the expedlatian 
of the fifft vacant prebend. He fays, in th€ 
ianate eptftle, that he travelled along the coaH 
of Spain by Cadiz, and from thence to th« 
0K>res of the Britilh fea. The true motive of 
tfeefc journeys was probably the difgirfl and 
irfearincfs of life which he felt in the city of 
Avignon, and that love of liberty which would 
iuatve carried him to the extremities of the 
^arth. 

* One of the moft difagreeable things," fays 
fee, ^ in the courfc of my journey was, thaft ^ 
when I went from my own habitation, I met 
•with none who ipokt Latin ; and when I came 
liome agaki, I had not my books, my conilant 
companions, ib that I was obliged to have ro- 
4Ccmrie to ray memory for ananafement' 

All the journeys of Petrarch only ferved to 
increaie the idea he had always formed of the 
fuperiority of Italy over France, En^nd, Ger- 
many, and alt the reft of the wmM. In ano^ 
ther letter to a friend, he explain* himfelf mor« 
piortieularly, 

* Formerly,' fays. Pebr arch, ' France poffefled 
l^tl^^r the ^ifts^ of Bacchus nor tho& of Mi* 
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ncrva. It is to Rome they owe the wixve* ftiid 
the oil they gather ; but the olive tree is . ijtm 
icarce in thid kingdom^ and they do not ^^p^Ti 
vate thofe golden fruits ^hich fcattc;^^ fo dflr 
lightful a perfume. Their fheep y^qld jjpt ,iQ 
fine a wool. The ftubborn foi| opens not it^^ 
boibm to give out the treafurcs it contain^ , Iji 
fends not forth its falutary w^aters, whiph, ,rua« . 
ning from the minerals, nature has placed as 
the remedy for the greatcft part of our dijt- . 

cafes* 

^ In England they drink nothing but bc«r 
and cider. The beverage of Flanders is (qct . 
theglin. As wine cannot be traufported but/, 
at a great price^ few people can aiTord to 
drink it. 

' I Ihall not fpeak of thofe fro^^en climates 
which are watered by the Danube, the Bog^ 
and the Tanais. They know neither Bacchus 
nor Minerva, and are little favoured by Cetosn 
Nature feems to have afted the part of a fhcp*' 
mfither to all thefe countries. She has re&ied 
ibipething to every one of them. To fome ihe 
ha^ gjiven no forefts: they can only warm> 
thcmfelves with turf. Others are full of 
marfhes, which exhaling corrupted vapours 
the inhabitants have no water fit to drink. 
Some th/sre are where the land, covered with 
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a barren '{and, with heath and bulhes, pro- 
dudes nothing ufeful : and others which tigers, 
leopards, lions, and ferpents, render almoft un- 
inhabitable. Italy is the only country that na- 
ture has treated like a mother. She has given 
to it univerlal empire, talents, arts, all the ad- 
vantages of genius ; and, above all, that lyre 
which cauied the Latins to triumph over the 
Greeks, In a word, it wants nothing but 
peace/ 

Petrarch allures us, that exercife and ab- 
.fenee had produced a happy efFedt upon his 
mind, that his foul became tranquil, and he 
was no longer agitated with thofc inward 
conflifts which deftroyed his health and his 
peace. * The idea of Laura,* lays he, ' left 
frequently prefents itlelf, and when it does, it 
haa lefs power.' Inllead of paffing whole 
nights in tears, he llept quietly, he was gay, 
cvciy thing amufed him. He thought he was 
c\u:ed> and fmiled at the follies of love. 

Petrarch returned to Avignon in Auguil 
1337. No Iboner did he arrive than he law 
Laura ; no fooner had he feen her, than hij 
wound, fo newly clofed, burft open again, • and 
his paffion feized him with more violence thaa 
ever. 
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* I ddired death/ fays he. ^ I was cfvcM 
tempted to feck it in the viokncc o£ mj an- 
guifli. As a pilot ^t fca dreads the Fock on 
vhich he has been caft, fo did I dread thci 
Ineeting with Lraura. She was fick ; but the 
neaf approach of death had not diminiihed the 
hiftre of her eyes. I trembled at her ibadow. 
The found o( hcf voice deprived mc of itno^ 
lion/ / •! 

In this dreadful ftate, Petrarch faw he hstd 
no other refource but flight. He determined 
to leave the city of Avignon, which in otiber 
ydpe^ s^fe w^ in^fopportabie to him. Hea^ 
&U€$ xB&y the manner of its inhabitants, and the 
osrruptiofit of the couft of Rome, were the true 
motives of hi* departure : perhaps alfo a-fecret 
crhs^In that he was not advanced to a fuperior 
f€&f while many worthlefs peribns were rai^ 
to the higheft dignitiea. 
. ^. Toj^btain fuch advantages,* feys Petrarchv 

* it is neceflary to frequent the palaces of the 
great; tofl^ter, promife, lie, diffemble^ and de- 
ceive : ^lalities to which I was a granger. I 
have no averiion to honour^ buit t6 the me^ 
thods of gaining them/ , 

* He fpeaksin the fame manner of riches, ft 
is probable alfo that the diefire of f^tmc in th<{ 
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parfiiit of fetters, as well as his fufFerings from 
knne, mduced him to feave Avignon. 

Having dcterminedthis matter, he could think 
of no fittration fo fevourablc to thefe views as 
Vauclufe : that delightful folitude which he 
went to Ice when a fchoolboy at Carpentras, 
and w^hich made at that age fo lively an im- 
preffiofi Hpon his mind, Petrarch tells us,^ he 
fbmctimes weiit there to moderate the a^dout 
of his mind, by a view of the cool waters of 
that mtarvellous foimtain, and the delightftd 
fiiasdes' of the woods with which it was liir- 
iDmnded. Reibiving to fix lus reildence thctr,, 
h6 bought a little cottage with a fmall field ad^ 
jieiiring, and went with no other companions 
than his book&. 

Vauclufe is one of thoft places in whicii 
nature deftgbts to appear imder a form the mdk 
fingiilar and romantic. Towards the coaflr of 
the Mediterranean, and on a plain beautiful as 
tBe vale of 'tempe, you difcover a little v^lltf^ 
enclofed by a barrier of rocks in the form of a 
horfe-fhoe. The rocks are high, bold, and 
grotefque ; and the valley is divided by a river, 
along the banks of which are extended mea- 
dows and pafhires of a perpetual verdure. A 
path, wMch is on the left fide of the river, leadt 
in gentle windings to the head €( this yaft am-* 
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phithcatrci. There, at the foot of an' enormous 
rock, and direAly in fronts you behold a pro-- 
digious cavern hollowed by the hand of natwe ; 
and in this cavern arifes a fprirtg as cclcbra^tfid 
alrfaoft as that of HeKooh: < - i n),f 

Whett the v\rate3rs of; the . fotintain are . ,lo>v 
you n>ay enter the cd^ctny 'the glooQUi:;^ 

Yrhich is tremendous. Ic is- a double cal^fflg. 
The opening into the exterior is aji aif^l^^^l^ 
fbethigh; that of the initenorrthirtj^jt ^ear 
the hiiddle of the cavern yon fea :lu:^^fty^ 
baibn, the lortgeft diainetcr of vrhich . is ^whe 
Imndred and eight feet; and into thb hdlSm^, 
vsrithout jet or bubble^ rifes that copiotis ifare»m 
vrhich fomas the river Sorgta. • Tten^xiBotet 
eommoh report that this fountain <hasaie!tfer 
beeri fathomed. May not this prdceed iftom 
the v^ater's ifluing w^ith great imtpetuofithpriat; 
Che bottom, and thus forcing back the li^adiaqd 
lind ? However this may be, you {ot ^^liotrhing 
but an ekpanfe of water, fii^ootti ' * i^nd ^tftai^n 
quil, ( . 

The furface of the fountain is^ black.-^ This 
appearance is produced by the depth' d£ the 
fpring, the. colour of * the rocks> aMllhe^o^^, 
(curity of the cavern ; for, in reality, nothing 
pan be more perfeAly clear and limpid than 
the w^er of this fpring. It ft^ins not th? rocks 
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<>ver fvfcich it pafles, nor does it produce cither 
\veeds or mud. But, what is very extraor- 
dinary, though fo beautiful to the eye, it is 
liaiffli to the taftc, crude, heavy, and difficult (o 
digeft. It is excellent however for tanqing arid 
dying 'J and is iaid to promote the growth.' of a 
plant which fattens oxen and hatches chickens. 
-Stmbo, and Pliny the naturalift, fpeak of this 
^ecUiafity. ' 

*^ fn the wdinary ftate of the fountain, the 
^Hv^iter ' falls away through fome cavities under 
the rocks, and afterwards returns to the day, 
a«d • commences its courfe a& a river. But 
"durmgthe fwell about the ^ring equiojox, and 
flbmetimc^ alfo after heavy rains, there is ^n 
aftoniihing accumulation. The waters roll on 
w^ith a lofty head to the opening of the cavern, 
and are precipitated and dafhed along the rocks 
with the noife of thunder. The tumult how- 
ever ibon ccafes ; the waters are peaceably re- 
ceived into a deep and commodious channel, 
and form a moft delightful river, navigable to 
its very iburce. This river is in its progreft 
divided into various branches, waters nc^any 
yarts of Pffovence, receives feveral other ftreams, 
reunites its branches, and falls into the Rhoiie 
^near Avignon. 
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Petrarch thus beautifully moraJi&s da ihi» 
wicommon flibjedl : 

* Seneca obfervcs^ dbat the Jburces of greid 
rivers in/pire us with a kind of veneration. And 
that, wJiere a river bur/is out at once, altart 
^ould be ereSied. And I call heaven to witnefs/ 
adds he, * it is my firto refolutiott to dedicate 
one to the fountain of Vauclufc, as fbon as mj 
Icattered faculties are a little colledled. This 
«har ihall be rai&d in the garden which hangs 
over the fountain* It ihall not howeixr be de- 
dicated, like thoi^ of Seneca, to the gods of the 
fiTcrs, or the nymphs of the fountains, but to 
the Virgin Mother of that God who has de- 
jlroyed the altars suad demoliihed the teno^pleg 
Qi all other gods/ 

Such was the language of Petrarch ten years 
after his firft retirement to Vauciufc. But it 
was not the language of a heart as yet freed 
from the charms of love. The hiftoty* of hi« 
inind during this ^litude is beli coUeifted from 
lus own works. 

In one of his letters, written about this timei 
hciays: 

' Here I make war upicm tny fcnfes, rfnd treat 
liiem as my etiemies. My eyes, wbi^h ferfvc 
drawn mc into a thoufand difHodties, fee \xo 



longer either gold or precious ikoucs, or iyoty ^ 
purple ; they behold nothing, iave the firmar 
i^cnt, the water, and the rocks* The only fc-? 
ina^e whp comes within thjeir iight, is a fivtrthj 
p^4\n1?^^o^2«i, dry and parchpd a$, the Lybiaa 
dciiepfes. My ear^ Bft^ . ao, ipng^r c(xurted bj 
t^&fpi Jl:^arn^rHe$<>f inftnaments or voices which 
liia^C: ^tie|i traiifported my /pul; they jbcar 
liotlping .bujt the lq\viiig of cattle, the bleating 
q^.ihj^ep, thj? >f^ar]^ling of birds^. and the mur^ 
ri^prs of th^ ftr^apu ^ 

j^^ ^. k^ep filence from morn to night. Thene 
isj ^p. one to converfe with; for people coa- 
iisffii^^ employed, either in Ipreading their nets^ 
or- teeing care pf their vines and orchard]^ havj? 
no knowledge of the intcrcourfes of the worlds 
ox the conversations of fociety. I often con* 
t:^pt myfelf with the brown bread of my 0I4 
fjfhef man, and even eat it with pleafurc ; urvi 
^yjT^cx^I^in fbrved with white, I.almofl; ah^ays 

^ This ^Id fiiherman, who is hi^nd as irofi, 
edf^My renapnftrates againfi my manosQr -of 
fife ; fays it is too hardy, and affwes iwe I ioSLrX" 
flp^^i^g h<>^,p|it. I am, <w the cqntrasy, cson^- 
v'riaccdtJ^ it i£; moic eafy to accuiix^m ^f9ie*:s 
f^lf. to ^ pi^in diet, th«m to. t1»e luicuries ^of a 
iead. Figs^ raiiias, niuits, Mkd almonds, tJbc& 
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art hiy adi'ca'cies:' laih fStid of thci ftffi ^^ 
Hfhicli 'this river stbounSs'; it is an (Entertain- 
thtnt to fee therti • caiight, ah^ 1 Ibhietimes 
employ myfelf in fpfcadihg the nfets. ^^ Alto 
iny drcfs, licre^ i^ ati entire change ;' ybii^^^ oiitd 
take me for a laboureif or a fhepheri! '^'^^ 

^ My mihfion refembles that of t^ato, ot 

^abricius : my whole hbufehold coiiiifis ' olf*^ a 

^d^bg and 'my old fiflierinan. His'cOT^ge is 

i56htiguous to mine : when I want him.Tcalt; 

* wh^h I no longer ttand in need of nirii, he rc- 

xufhsto Kis cottage.' Ihave made myfelr bwo 

'gdrdehsi which pleafe me marvellouily V i ao 

^o^ think they are to be equalieil* in all^^C 

worm. ^ And muft I confefs to you a,*more 

tnan fehiale weaknefs, with which 1 aip haurit- 

^ed? If am pofitively angry that there Is any 

thing fo beautiful out of Italy, 't'hey arc my 

Tranfalpine Parnaffus. ' '*, 

'*'* One of thefe gardens is Ihady, formed for 

contemplation, and facrcd to Apollo. It hangs 

over the fource of the river, and is terminated 

by rocks, or places acceffible only to liii^ds* 

The other is nearer my cottage, of an aipea 

lefs fevcre, and devoted to Bacchus; anci, Whkt 

IS extremely Angular, it is in the middle of a 

lirapld river. The approach to it is over a ridge 

of rocks which communicates with the garden; 



JMi^ ^^r^.ia, a q^^t^iral. grotto un(kt*the.rock>' 
whkjhbgives itlhc ^ppear^hce of a ruftic brieve. 
Into, tljjs grotto th4 rays of the fun never pc- 
qetptc. ^ ^ I am con:ftdeut> it much xefemble? 
l^,c jgl^^, whcr^ Cicep)4bi»ctina,es ,wc»t,to dp- 
claim. It^nvite^ tjo ftudy. . ^ ., , '..^, 

, * I^itl^ier I rietirieat dviring the ;iQon-tidefbours : 
my m^^ings are ,e9gaged upon the JxiUs*. iui4 
iiijr cxf nings^ jeither in the meadows Qr in thp 
^rd|n faired to, A|^^^^ It is fnjall,. Ijwt 
nioft. happi^ iuited to roufe the mpft fluggiih 
fmi'it^ and elevate it tp the Iki??. Here v^oul^ 
J^ i^oil willingly p^fs, my days, wa§ I pQt.^oo 
Ma^j Ayi^i^oj^ and too far from Italy. JPor wj^y 
ihould I conceal this weaknefs of my ibul ! I 
Ipvc^Ifaly, ^r|d I hate Avignon, The peftileR- 
tiai ■anSuence of this horrid place empoiibn^ 
the pure aif of Vauclule, and will compel m^ 
to quit my retirement/ 

^ To another friend he writes this eloquent in- 
vitation; 

. " * Here is no tyrant tb intimidate, no proud 
uti^h to jnfult, no wicked tongue to.calum- 
^ate. Neither quarrels, clampurs, law-fuite, 
nor the dm ox war. We are Itrangers to 
avance* ambition, and envy ; and have no great 
lords to whom court muft be., paid. Every 
thing breathes joy, frecdoni; and fimplicity. 

VOL. I. . I 
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Ouf lot is ineither that of poverty nor nch^& > 
bot a fWect, mode{l:> and fober rufticity. The 
inhabitants are innocent, tra^ble> ax\d nn^c-* 
^iiainted with arnii». Our chief, good, affable,. 
and a lover of honeft folks. The air healthy, 
the winds foft, the country, open, the fpripgs 
fWtt, and the river full of fiSi. We have 
itk^y woods, cool grottos, green lawns, ena^^ 
melled paftures, and hills iacred to Bacchus and 
Minerva. 

* As to what refpefts the mere body, no on« 
iakes lefs trouble about it than myielf But I 
can tell you in one word, that evefy thing that 
livcth upon the earth, or that moveth in the 
waters, is here, as in the terreftrial Paradife, to 
{peak ill the language of the divines ;. or 93 in 
the fitids of Elyfium, to fpeak in that of the 
poets. A voluptuary, who was in fearch of the 
greateil dcunties, would be eafily acconuno^ 
dated in this neighboiuhood.* , 

In another letter to a friend we have a pic- 
ture in a very different ftyle : 

^ Oft in the midft of funimer, when I had 
ended my midnight prayers, and the moon 
fiione bright, have I been irreilftibly in^pelled 
to Wander over the fields, or afcend the hills; 
Oft, at this fileat hour, have I walked alone 
into the cavcm, where no one even in the day 
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kiA in company tnn tntet without Qw^bkni. 

I feel a kind of plcaslurc in d<Miig tbiii ? but it i| 

Petrarch retired ta this delightfu) fpot tp 
twre hinJfBf of his paflion, and indulge his 
taftc for letter*; bwt in v^n. 

* I n:i*y hkk myfelf/ iays he, ' among the 
rocks, d,nd in the woods^ but th^re are no places 
fo wild or foiitary whither the torments of low 
do not purfue me. 

* Thrice, in that dark and lonely hour when 
teoiijght hut ghallly fhades is ^n or hear4» 
Laiira \vith ftedfail look approached my bed^ 
whI <tlaimed her flave. My limb*, were £roz^ 
with fear ; my blood fled from my reins, mxd 
tnfhtd ijpon my heart. Trembling I roie ere 
ttkotn, £^d left a houie wiiere all I faw a}armr 
ed hie* I climbed the rocks ; I ran into the 
vmois, watching with fearful eyes thi& drea^ 
£ul vifxcm : I may not be believed^ but ftill it 
fdlowed ;-^fcejc I perceived it ftaiting from a 
tfee-^'-^here rifing from a -fountaiii-^n^W it 
^ibended froni the rocks,^ or floated on the 
dobds. Sutroufided thus> I ilood transfixed 

with horror!* 

1538*. Petrarch paffed near a year in this 
retreat : the domeftics who ferved him at 

I ^ 
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s ; 

Avignon defircd their difmiffion, fofthc^^^cpuld 
not bear to lead fuch reclufe lives. 

He gives this chara<£ter of his fifhern^i^n^r yf^(^ 

was his domeilic at Vau(:lufe, ^ » ^ 

; .* He is/ fays he, ^ ata aquat;ic anima}^ l^rought 

, .^p among fountains and rivers^ and ikpkiti^ 

his livelihood in the rocks ; but a veiy^ SPPA 

inaQ, meny, docile, and obedient* To iky 

fj^ly^^ that he was faitl^fvV, .?vo^d b^,t^ 

.little; for he was fidelity itfelf He ynder- 

. ftpod agriculture, and every thing relative xo 

^ a country life. It was a maxim with him, 

:|:hat whatever was fbwn the eighth of the ides 

. of ]Febjnuary, in the foil of Vauclufq> covild pot 

fail of being fruitful/ ^ 

. He had a wife, of whom Petrarch has given 
this defcription in a letter to one of his friends. 
* Her face is fo withered, fo fcorched by 
the fun, that was you to fee her, you i^uld 
thinlc you beheld the deferts of Lybia or Ethi- 
opia. If Helen, Lucretia, or Virgixua,; had 
poflefled faces like hers, Troy would have ex- 
ifted ftill; Tarquin would not have been driven 
from his kingdom, nor Appius have died in 
prifon. But though the face of my farmers 
wife is black, nothing can be whiter than tier 
foul. She does not feel the want of beauty; 
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anS^to^ook on her one would even iay, it be- 
came her to be ugly- No creature was ever 
te^aiitfe^, humble, and laborious. 

* At the feafoii WheA ihc griffiibppcrs can 




ilid fury ot the dog-days." At night, when Ihe 
Returns, fhe Works in her hoafe like a young 
pcrlon ydH rifert* ftbm ileep. Never any cbtn- 
piaiii^,^^ never the leaft murmur, nothing tliat 
fliews ^i^he ^allcft variation of temper; efcapes 
ner. 'She Iie$ on a bed of leaves ; all her 'food 
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is a black gritty bread ; her drink a fharp wine, 
wiiicti^taftes like vinegar, and with which Ihe 
mixes a, great deal of water. If arty one pre- 
ienfe*^& with more delicate food Ihe rejefts 
it,*^l)ccau?e it b net what Ihe has been aceuf-^ 
tomied'to.* 

Jnetrarbly had hired this houfe from a pfca- 
lant ; it wV ^^ uncomfortable dweljing, but 
ne rebuilt it in the moft {imple manner. His 
peff^ friends came feldom to fee him, and, when 
thpy did, made but a fliort ftay. Others 
weni: only Yrpm the mere principle of charity, 
" ana as we (}iould go to fee fick people or pri-r 
iondrs/ Oui iSettimo himfelf, that companion, 
that faithful friepd, who had never left him 

from his childhood^ had not the co^x^c to 
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follow him into this fi^litaide* He was m the 
bufile of the world, and^ ididting aplaceiat 
court, was called to the bar. But when her 
cxmld fteal a few moittciit* from the h\x&y * of 
bufiii^is, hfi Went to pb6 thcitn in thi^ rctnbMS 
With fats €ncxAj anrd ikkl wit3i him, ^ Thi^itf 
a pfoct^ whete f catne to ^lekcr mjfi^lf fcom ^e 
tempcftsof lie wiodd/ , : -^ 

The other friends trf Pctiswth wrote to hia^ 
feffttetimes, to ejocitfe thctofckiC$ for not ieeiajg 
htm inore ftequently. 

; ^ It jis fiot pofiihlfc . to ii^e »s f<m do^' faid 
they to him. * Tlje life yovi. lc«d k coatrary' 
to nittum* lA the winter you fit tifce an owl 
ia the corner of yow thimne^. In tibe fti»Hie* 
ycua tK^am f^bout the £d^ wttjkaut ceaSsi^ ; oTj; 
lEhy chawcfc fo^ jtfe fom^ it b repofi^ 3N)ur^ 

felf under the Ihade of a tree/ 

^ Thefe ftiottds -of pitne^' Siyfc Petntrdhj ^ re- 
gftrti the pfc»forg$ >f dkc ymM ^ ih^ fepremft 
gacid ; /triiey do Jiot jcpMprebetjd <Jii* it k .po^ 
fi^bb tp wiwuncae tteic fdiQafoii:&. They a3!C 
igliHSitiiit of Uny ^TefotLVcts.] I have ^riemls 
fviiofe rfociety k 4elifgMfui itio me ; ithcy -ai« 
pbf (bm -ciif 'aft og«iiit!^€&, aw4 ^^] ages; ^if- 
t^ulft^d h\ war, m <^«m>oil, wctA k\ \&G!t^, 
Eafy *o Ifvc wiA, ^!s;^ays at "my oommaiw^ 
They cowe'^-my^afi, tinfl tefcern When I de- 



fire tb^n : they arc never out of humour, and 
tbey anlM^r all my queition^ with rBaduu:& 
Some preient in review be£:>ie me the events 
of pa& ages ; others reveal to me the fecrets of 
ntituK $ the^ teach me how to live^ and thoft 
iiQw to die : thefe diipel my melancholy by 
ihttiT mirtk, and amufe me by their fallies of 
wit ; and fome there arc who prepare my 
ibnl to Infier every thing, to defire nothing, 
and to l>ecome thoroughly acquainted with It- 
self. In a word, they open a door to all tjie 
arts and fciences. As a reward of ii^ch gr^it 
fervices, they require only a corner of my little 
houfe, where they may be fefely flieltcred frpni 
the depredations of their enemies. In fine, I 
carry them with me into the fiddjs, thcfilence 
of vrhich fuits them better than the bufine& 
and tumults of cities.* 

The village of Vauclufe is in the dioccfe of 
Cavaillon, and is iubjeA to it in fpirituals and 
temporals ; the bifliop is fovereign. Cayailloii 
is a little neat town delightfully iituated at th« 
foot of a mountain near Durance, four leagues 
from Avignon, and two from the fountain 
of Vauclufe. Petrarch gives this account of 
it: 

* This town is neither large, well peopled, 
nor -well built. It has only name and an^ 



tiquity ; it is fpc^en of: as ^n ^ncifilit mtjfnx«»; / 
fame authentic nxemoirs about Eftyj/ieaiB hg>'C- 
fore Chrift, at the time that Julius C«6cCcfiriT>l 
quexed Btdtiain^ It was^fojrnwtriy IwUtiv^wiAe 

mpuntwii :»awi was ,qL Komm cQlQPtyxMi%l^zj 
pears ffom the medq^ls.qf L^pidus* My /risn4 i 
Socratea iaid .pkafandy ^nou^fej tJji^t, it w^iih 
lik^ the iittle/ town whiqk^ acc;o;ding t<?,iQn%§ ;j 
wr^jB5s,r k«ag. Agbatus c#er?i4 .^o J^s ^kf^ , 
TW*:bifl;^ppW refembl^. its pofli^flj^rj ,f^, i§i 
cqtial to the greatcil iv\ digpity, ai^d,^ryoys, tbf: 
frec^dom of the leaft. i j . 

*;Philip of Cabaflqk has poffcflcd it thcee . 
years ; he ^as of an ?incicnt and noble feoiily^j * 
divided intQ two branches; one of tjiero ^re* . 
iidpdat AvignQHi the other at Cavaillon; h^ i 
wasi Qf the fecond branch;^ and ?>ot arrived «t. 
the^agfi prefcribed by the canons when he W9S - 
'made bifliop. One of his brothers, called John . . 
Elz^pr^ vjras at that time fent from th^ .k^^S 
of Nfiple^ to the court of the pope. Thj? fa- 
mily, jhfve always been attached to the houiq , 
of j^joTij. phich has loaded thepa wit^ bepi^-f ^ » 
fits^j^ jn^ilip received his^education at Cajv^aillq^jp ,, ) 
the placcpf his. birth ; he was made canon be- „ 
forq be was twelve years old, thirteen years af- 
ter ^hdeacQn, anc^ Pfovo^ the year foUocw- 
ing. Three years after he had the bifhopricj^ „ 
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Vacant by the death of Goufridi, who had 
been apotiiecary, phyficion, and favQurite^ of 
JahnXXII/ 

All Ijontemporary aiithoffi fpeak af Philip of 
Cabi(il3ble us a' man of diftinguiihed mei*k : in 
thfe'go^mftient of his diocefe he was juft and 
impsHtial ; - the popes employed him in fcveral 
ni^tf^and inlportatit offices, in which he con^ 
duffed hiiAftlf with wifdom and dexterity^ 
His mind was well cultivated, and enriched 
with^ a -variety of Jknowledge ; he gave all 
thole moments to ftudy which were notcm^ 
played in public ai&irs. In the library of St, 
Vi6l:4Mr at Paris there are fome woits of hin 
in manufcript which have never been printed. 
Petararch gives his culogium in two words^ . 
■ He was/ lays he, ' a great man with a litdo 
bilbopric/ His merit afterwards raifed him tq 
the hi^eft dignities \n the church. 

Petrarch h^new this prelate only by fight 
when he took the refolution to fix ^t Vauclufe : 
?s foon as he got there he went to pay his duty 
to him as his bilhop and his lord. Philip of 
Cabaflble loved pipn of wit and letters; he was 
acquainted with Petrarch's high reputatiottj^ 
gave him the mofi: obliging reception, an4 
^xpreffed great joy to fee hini fixed in hi% 
4iocefe, 
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* * He received me/ iaid Petrarch, ' as of dkl 
St. Ambfoic receired St. Aug^ftin^ as a father 
and a bifhc^ ; he afterwards youcfi£ifed to ad*. 
mit me to the ftri^^efl: intimacy^ and camo 
ibmetimcs to Vauclufe with no other viewtfti^aar 
to fee me/ 

The Hfliop of CavaiHon had aci^k at Vim* 
dufc, placed on the top of a rock> of iwWd* 
Aere remam now only the ruins. • It^ api^f^eaoh 
appears inacceffible, and it is difficult to c<mi<fc 
prehend how it couid ever be inhabited ; We 
Ihafl fee, however, that Philip de CabaficA^ 
^ent there frequently. The people of that 
country fliew thefc ruins as the remains ^if • the 
hbufc of Pctrardi, but they are miftatenfy for 
It was much lower, and nearer the river «n4 
tfteviBage. It was not long after this prdate 
became acquainted with Petrarch, that he haA 
the misfortune to lofe one of his brother*/ 
called Ifnord : he was a knight of 1^. John of 
Jerufaleni, and died in the flower of his agfe 
during a voyage on the Red fea. As ibon a^ 
our poet heard this mclandboly news, he wen^ 
to Cavaillon to condole with the brfliop on hi^ 
lofs. He found him extremdy afFefted, but 
catm as became a man of his dignity. 

• When Petrarch returned to Vaud ufe, he 
vrote the bifhop a Iqtter, in which he* places 
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before him cfvcry motive which could foften 
his igncf: and 9t the iaznc time ntendoiiB with 
tdmicadiou the faecooaiiag manner in wfaiclr he 
received the compliments made him on. this 

ha Ac anfwcr this prelate returned to Pc-* 
taa»c)i he i^peared moil: touched with tbo 
msmrn^ of hh brother B^imthj, and bitterly la^* 
ments tbat^ ^ be iofl: hi^ Ufe on the iea^ his 
body had not received the honour ^ bumL 

B^ana^ch took up the pen ^again^ and taxed 

P)hi}ip "v^it^ a w^akne& niKK^e natural to a wch 

nan th%n ^ biiSiop, He pf^oves that the ptoe<l 

oC^mteniaent can never have any influence im 

^r faa^piii)9eis in the other veorld, and h^ tajbea 

|iw$ occa&Hi to fpcak of ancient cniiom^ witi^ 

refpe<^ to the burial of the dead« He afler&i 

tiwtf the^c):lftam <4 i^educing the body tp a&ea 

|i^ cbot an anciesnt one anXH^g the Iloman^ : 

that Lucius Sylla^ the di^ator^ wa^ th^ ficft of 

t^ Coifn^lian &inily ^ho ordered hh body to 

ha ^nrnt aitpr his dept^> from the fear the^ 

^Kmld treat I4m ^s he had tr4eatf d Marins„ 

{ii(^ ^exao^e was follow^^ though without thsi 

ismc reafon, in tboie who canie a:fter hkm^ 

Petrarch fh^ws in this letter that thcr^ are fi^n 

|:ars which proceed firom hiabit; .^at certain 

things, wbich give us hopror, s^xc wothii^ to 
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people accuftomed to them ; and that a^ipai^ 
of underftanding ihould ihakc off.vul^r pi^JV 
diges. and feek the truth in the nature or thinss 
theipfelve^ 

: ;Pet^arc^,.Jia^ jixc ^^p^imis^lp M\W^W 
/^end jn ,^hc provoft pf QavaiUpn. . fpnf ^^- 
foa obtained tl^at dignity by thp Pfproptjef^^ 
^hiJip de Gabaflble to th? ^piicopj^cy . . ^e^|^ 
Jkfjeyr him, from bis .childhopd, ajqd tjie^^hi^ 
i^diefl' .together. .^ ^: ^( / '. ■^^. . ^,,. ^^ ^^^ 

* He, i? juftly callejjl Sapfoi^,* fays JP^^ti^c]^, 
• for he has as much ftrength of mind *?f j^^t 
fcourgc of the Philiftines had pf bqd)?^* ^bc^ro- 
wij; of I Cavailjon joined to this a ^^ ^W>Vr 
le(^^ j[>f letters, and a fwcetncfs pf j ojii^n^i^, 
wbiph rendered his ibciety ddigbtfidtt j T^l^e 
bi&op loved him extremely. . ; ^ ]^^^^ 

Petrarch, who had qot feen him for fbme 
titpc, was charmed to find him fe pear. , and 
to renew his former friendfliip, 

*^ We learn that Petrarch often received vints 

I'' i> ■ >ii • ,' 1-11 %" '■," '- '^ i.Il-j>^J i^ 
m this fohtude, which he had no repjTon to 

. cipc^ "or hope for, from perfqnsi df ^ rant am^ 

genius, whq came from Italy and t^d reAioteft 

parts oi r ranee with no other view than to fee 

and converie with lum. ^ Some there were,* 

^ys be, 'who fent before tbcm magnificent pre- 

ient$, perfuaded th^t liberality clears the way 
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and opens the doors/ Th^ aflurcd him tfa^qr 

f^icic only to fee Him ; and, if they did ndt 
Ifeid %\m at Avignon, they let out immediate!/ 
%T Vauclufe. He nanies only Peter de Poi- 
tiers, a man refpeAable for his piety and lil$ 
Kiov^d^e; he entered very young into the 
6i^<ier 6F the Cordeliers ; he was a:ftfefwards pro- 
^ihS^id by the popes Johh and Clefaieiit tb the 
|>fl81y 6f Clifibri, axid the abbey of St. Javin dc 
roitiers^ His geriiUs, or rather the tafte of th^ 
age he lived in, led him to vi^w every fiibjeo: 
itf^aT rhofal' light, wKlch made his workk dc- 
fl&ent itt variety: 

"^^^'Alf feurope was at this time in motion^' eif- 
pfe^tiii^Trance to be invaded by the :gh^iC 
mmit&lit at this time king of Eriglahc^^^ 
^^ 4oung prince fufl oi fire, valour, kiid aftili!- 
tion ; and pofleffed all the qualities that fo'rto 
a^herb'arid'a cofacjueror. He difputed the 
crown with Philip of Valoia^ under pretext 
that^ being nephew of the deceafed kihff by 
Isabella his mother, he was ai degree nearer 
tha 

fir 
iqmaics irom iiic luccciiiun ; tiic c^iigmn law- 

vers of this time, who acknowledged this, law 
in Frahqe,* maintained they had ej^cludqd fe- 
males^ becaufe of their weak capa,citiesi froiji 
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wearing, though they niigbt trallfmit> tfatt 
crown. But in the afiembly of the xk>ble& it 
was umverfally decided, that women could not 
give a right of which they were not in pof^ 
fefiion. 

This decifion appelircd unjuft to Edward, 
and confirmed his enmity to Frsince. It be-» 
gan by little animofities. Edward received 
Robert of Artois with open arm»^ who Had 
been banifhed from France for a faliehood he 
was guilty of in a procefs at law ; and Philip 
returned the compliment by receiving I>avid 
de Bruce, king of Scotland, dethroned by 'BA^ 
ward Baliol, whom the king of England fiip-^ 
ported. 

The.empcror Lewis of Bavaria took the i!de 
of the Englilh, and declared war againic 
France. He fumrtioned Humbert, the daii^ 
phin of Vienna, who held his titles from the 
emperor, to aid him in this war. Philips on his 
part, invited Humbert, as a vafTal of the crown 
to which his father had rendered homage^ t6 
come and join him at Amiens. Humbett} 
who was by no means of a warlike difpoiitiott> 
fbimd himfelf v6ry critically fituatcd ; and He 
thought he might come oflf by f}:anding neutct. 
Petrarch knew the dauphin well ; he had feeh 
him often at cardinal Colonna's, whea this 



ptiiice ^as at Ayignpn. He had cxprefled a 
friendfliip for Petrarch, who was concerned to 
^ee^ him aft a part contrary to his honour ; and 
he nndeiftopk to write to him, to draw him out 
of this lethargy, and to ihcw him the fatal 
99pipaupnces which muft cnfue from it. It is 
pypb^le that .cardinal Colonna, who loved 
^i^bejrt, and was intereiled in his glory, 
engaged, Petrarch to write this letter, as fol- 

.j.f.Jbfy attact^n>ent to you forces me to break 
4|ienqe, and to write you a letter which, if 
it, i^ read with the fame diipoiition in which it 
w,a^ wqtten, may contribute to your gfory, 
and ought to increaie your kindhefs towards 
Dfi^ ^ If the name of friend, with which yoii 
have honoured me, is not an empty 'titlc^ I 
think i|^ is my duty to roufc; you from ileep^ • 
and to iet before you the great perils with 
wl^ii^h you are threatened. 

, ^ Y<Mi .perceive what a war is kindling be-^ 
tweep the kings of France and England ; your 
aoceftors have beheld nothing like it. All the 
ppnjpes and the nations of Europe are let iii 
motion. Never has a wider field of glory 
be?ri opened for tjie bravery of warriors. Al- 
ready have thofc people ^aken up arms who 
inljabit the country between the Alps and the 
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dcean. You alone live in peace in the midfil 
of that whirlwind which encircles all. 

^ Liften to Virgil, who afks. Can you 
fleep in the lltuation you are in } Do you not 
fee the dangers that threaten you i Shamd 
alone ihould have drawn you Out of your le* 
thargy. While all the warriors in Europe are 
armed and expofed to the heat of the do*g-daysj, 
can you remain buried in th6 bbfofn of liixury 
and eafe ? You are young, noble, robiiO:, and 
jK>werfuL You appeared, foriiieirly, tAg^Ufict 
glory; what reftrains this defire at prcfent? 
You tove iloth ; you fly from labour': bdt learn 
'ftorix Salluft, that luxury and idlenefs fuli^ li^c 
'ISut women, and that labour is the lot' o^nrch* 
You fear death: but what is death ^ A ' 3fort 
of fleep. What difference is there between 
the day in which we begin, and that in wViich 
we end our lives? The firfl: introduces us ^o 
pain and trouble : the laft delivers us irom 
both. Hence the cufl:om, drawn froni^ *t1i€^ 
maxims of found philolbphy, to weep at the 
birth, and rejoice at the death of their friends. 

* But even fuppofing death to be an cvfl, do 
you .believe you can flidter yourfelf from it by 
a foft and effeminate life ? Are you ignorant of 
the proverb which lays, ^^ The palate kills 
more than the fword.'* Death fecks us and 
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fcnds lis jevery V^here. . Would y(C|u th^h be- 
fo 
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> miiph attftihed to life, a$ to \^iih to prolong 
iit tiic pjcpjcnce of your hpnjov^r ? .^any^ h^^d 
tSeVp^cii foon^r, >yoUld, ^Kave preferypci the 
names ^tliey afterwards loft ; yTitoefs ^arqv\in, 
Claudhi&. and Pompey . Shall the fear of death 
then p'fievejit^Our; g61i>g where your dyty calls c 

< $Wll?^' lF^47 *^ ^^\ whcjrowr .fort;inc,tfl»ll 
..^fr^ft ^Ti^^fPfijoict J\irr^^ k\^ \,r7f^ 

^¥5f^ll^^3^5»lF iodoi^Qce itugoodff^h^f^^f^ 
taniJld\po^f j^o ypu.hopc to rc^-fccvimfDg|m 
,&^ie ;i|b^|$j ^![4<^i)^ draws after. it ? Do ^^ 
¥i^ ^^,. helQg #yel:wt^lmed in the cpmo^ 
rui^ ? It^hey^.will &y yoii rernained ,neTu^er^|55p^ 
li^^ati^ npt CrQin |5Po4-will. Theyrf iltoblj^c 
* xoaio oe a fpedator of the combat^ ioyi^eyer^it 

n1 llJ U'^ :•'. " • .^. " . "^^ / • ■. 

l^ dec^fiejii.j Call tp mni wh^t happ^yped 
.^Kl?%^^ ti^4%q phifef, wli9,.i?ti,ringjtp an 
/S^Pm^ #4 the de%p .pf d^9l^^i^.l^ig^^9lf 
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feiniin inadive, when ^1 the. world it ia 
motion^ refembles death rather than fleep/ 

This letter had no effeA upon the dauphin* 
He pafled the winter at Avignon, and went not 
to Patis till July following, where fottte buiinefi 
called him. 

Petr^u-ch ipeaks of a little journey that he 
tobk about this time with a man who& rank 
was fiiperior to his judgment ; and in a letter, 
Ivrote thirty years after to Philip of Cabaiible, 
he gives this account of it : 

^ This grecKt perfon,; wliofe fociet^ wks dii^ 
{fleaicng to me, invited mt tO; go widi him t6 
fit. Beautne. I conftantly oppol64 hi^ ^e^trd^ 
ties; but cardinal Colonna, to v^hom I.could (^^ 
fufe nqthmg, joined in th^m, I was ob]ig^ 
to comply, and iufiered myielif to be dragged 
ddther. We pafled three dayd a»d three nighty 
tn that iacred and horrible cavern. . Wear^ o£ 
the fociety I came with a^nft my will, I wafr^ 
dered frequently into the neighbouring forefts* 
I had ibmetimes ireeourie t6 my ufr^d method 
of difpeUifig the vexation one feek in difegree^ 
ijble iociety. My imagination brought to tnf. 
view my abfent friends, and I xJonveried with 
th6m in my thoughts as if prdfent. I had Mk 
long had the hs^ineis of knoVriiig you ; but 
y6u cam& to tny aid on Ihis occ^afioni I thought 



t iavir you ttiitcd^ near, and converging with me 
in my grotto/ 

Grerard, the brother of Petrarch, who was 
with him in tins journey, took this opportunity 
to vilit the monaftery of the Carthufians, 
which is only two leagues from St. Beaiime, 
tod confirmed hlmfelf in the projeft he had 
\ftlrcady conceived of becoming a Garthufiarl. 

Italy Was ftill in commotion, and all the reft' 
of Europe. The bifhop of Verona was mur- 
dered in a fray, and Azon de Correge and Wil- 
lifem de Pafttengo wire fent to Avignon to re* 
pfe^nt diii affait' to the pope. Petrarch, 
Whtf^Was then at Va^uclufe, no fooner heard of 
their arrival, than he flew to Avignon, eager t» 
fee his detr fricAd. But hardly had he f€t 
loot in thtt city, when he felt his wound bpeil 
«j^n.' Convinced that he had no refource but 
in flight, and that he had hot a moment to 
krfc/ he returned that very night to his retreat, 
without feeing thofe dear friends whoih He 
fought with fo much Ardour. After Petrarch 
was fettled at Vauclufe, whenever he made a 
journey to Avignon, he lodged in a little, houie 
Wonging to Lelius, who was at Rome with 
the' bi^op of Lombes. As foon as William de 
Picftrengo heard that' Petrarch vvas come to fee 
feioi^ he weM immediately to this houfc ; but 

K 2; 



1 1 



t^a THE LIFE' OF BOQ|^ 

finding no one there, he left the foUawing 
billet : 

f Where are you, my dear Petrarch ? I 
knocked at the door of my' friend Lelius. I 
called ; no one made anfwer. Come out of 
your den, I befeech you, and fliew yourfelf to 
a friend who longs to behold you.* 

Petrarch returned this anfwer : 

* You were aftonifhed not to find mc at 
Avignon, where I formerly was fo happy to fee 
you* But you ought to be ftill more fiirprifed 
that, haying quitted the country at the feaibn 
when it is moft agreeable to me, I ihould re- 
turn again in fo much haftc without having 
embraced you> Liften to my reafons for a 
€6nduft lb very fingular. The fiin is going to 
fet, and your courier haftens me. I have . not 
time to inform you of my fufFcrihgs in the city 
you are in ; perceiving that the only means of 
recovering my health was to leave it, I took 
this ftcp, notwithftanding the efforts of all my 
fiiends to detain me. • Alas ! their friendihip 
fcrves only to my deftruftion. I came into 
this folitude, to feek a Ihelter from the tcm-^' 
peft ; and to live a little for myfelf, before I 
was called to die, I was near the mark I 
aimed at ; I felt, with extreme joy, my mmd 
was more at cafe ; the life which I led feemed 
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to me to approach to that of the bleffed in 
heaven. But behold the force of habit and of 
paflion ; ' I return often, though led by no bu*e 
fineis, into that odious city. I caft myfelf 
into the nets in which I was before enfnared* 
I know not what wind dpves me from the 
port into that ftormy fea where I have been {q 
often fbipvvrccked. I am no fooner there, than 
I feci I am in a veflel tofled on every fide, I fe? 
the firmament on fire, the fea rage, and rocks 
ready to dafli me in pieces. Peath prefents 
ifielf to myeyes; and, what is worfe than 
death, I am weary of my prefent life, and dj:ca4 
that which is to come. 

* Thi^ is all the apology I can make at pre** 
ient for not having had the pleafure of feeing 
ypu. The cares which confume my heart 
^ized npon me as foon a3 I fet foot in Avigt 
noij. They threatened me as a rebellious flav§ 
who* had broken his fetters. To avQi4 tl^Q 
new oiies they were prepq.ring> I fled with 
precipitation. I departed at nighti not daring 
to attempt it by day. Touched with my con- 
dition, you will pardon me for not feeii^gyou^ 
You will plead my caufe in the worl<|, where 
they confider as a n^adnefs iny quitting the towij 
tp live in folitude.* 

WilUam de Pafl:rengp made this apfyrey ; 
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/ Your precipitate flight, my dear RBtrarch,^ 
difpleafed me extremely; with grief I. found 
myfdf deprived of your couYcrfation,, Is it 
eafy to bear the abfence of a friend whofe pre-* 
fence is fo delightful ? Your letter came vety 
feafonably to diffipate my chagrins, and rcfrelh 
my mind after the fatigues of bufinefs* I learty 
with pleafure that you have forced open the' 
door of your prifbn, and burft the chains tbab 
bound you : that, after having weathered nr 
Tiolent ftorm, you arc at laft arrived at the port 
you aimed at, and lead in it a life of refle<Siott 
and tranquillity; 

^ I fee from hence all you do at Vauclufe in 
the courfe of the day. At fen-rife, awakened 
by the concert of the woods and the murmur^^ 
of your fountains, you climb up the dewy bills, 
irom whence you fee under you beautiful anc| 
well-cultivated fields, and perhaps the fea* co- 
vered over with fails. You have always your 
table-book with you, to which you commit 
every moment feme new prpdu<ftipn of your 
mind. When the fun fhines on the horizon you 
go into your little hpufe, to a repaft fipiple as 
thofe of Curius and Fabricius, This is foon fol- 
Ibwed by ?irfliort fleep, after which, to avoid the 
heat, you enter into the valley, where, when the 
fun begins to decline, the Ihadows of the moun- 
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Urns lerigth^a towards the eaft. I think I fe^ 
that nurv^ous fountain which fee^is to. fpring 
out of the rock, from whence, gufhing forth ij$ 
ihining^ wave&, it fibws in a beautiful river 
whk;h , water* the valley. 

'I 4ifc<piV€r that tremendous cavern which 
you enter when the w^ter is lowi <»nd bfeo^th^ 
a <(x>o) ^ir in the burnii^ heats of fummer ; 
that grotto iufpended oji. waters more tranipa^* 
I jifit thank g^^A ; ^d I behold you feated ia th9 
ihs^, feailipg your eyes on thofe delightful 
profpe<3;$. From henc? viewing the things of 
the world as a iha^QW that is p^ng away, 
you rcnoimce them to employ your time iii 
j&ich prodiiiftions as the Nymphs and the Mufef 
applaud. When you leave thefe con templar 
poi^ youf hands are empty, but your tables 
are full. But think not to poffefs alone the 
treafures of your mind. Mine is never abfent^ 
but partakes with you an enjoyment as ufefixl 
M it is agre^hle. 

^ Adieu, roy dear Petrarch. Forget not joMt 
other felft* 

1339. William de Pafhrengo remained a 
year at Avignon, occupied with the negotiation 
he WAS c&agrgcd with, and in which he iuo- 
oeedod? He went to Vauclufe whenever he 
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could ileal a few hours fk>m hid badtle^^ and 
aiSfted Petrarch in the cultivation of his gaoH 
den. 

Pttmrch, after this> made feveral joumies 
to Avignon. He Ibmetimcs fancied himfelf 
cured : but, like Virgil's hind, he always* csar- 
ried about with him the fatal arrow. ^ '^ 

< * I am weary,' fay$ he, ■ of my tears ivhithf 
I ihed day and night, and of feeling that I am 
the wretched objeft of my own avetfion.- At 
my fepulchre I would not have your name bn-^ 

graved upon my tortib ; a teftimony to futute 
ages, that by the darts of Laura I was bereft of 
life. Accept rather this tender and fiithful 
heart ; treat it with more kindnefs ; dry up 
my tears, and (peak peace to my foul !'• * 

Petrarch was in the unhappy ftate peculiar to 
a love tender like his, when direded to an im- 
proper objeft, and whofe fociety he couM 
therefore obtain very rarely, and for ihott in* 
tervals only : he knew not how to thitik> cUt 
how to aft ; he was irrefolute arid miierabk : 
when he found himfelf more at Iil>Mty, he 
wilhed for his chains ; when oppreffed by thei^ 
vneight, he fighed for liberty.* This, it muft be ( 

owned, is a melancholy iituation of the human 
miind^ and the dreadful rconfequence of a mif«i 
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pKaccd affc6tion ; and, whatever palliations 
inay be drawn in excufe for Petrarch, whd 
Ered in a dark age, under the clouds of fuper- 
itition which at that time covered the world, 
no apology can be made with jufticc at prefcnt 
for thoie whole charafters referable his in this 
unhappy point of view, lince the light both 
of facrcd and moral truth, now clearly con- 
veyed to all, rejcAs all fophiftry in reipeft to 
thi internal dilpofition, as well as the outward 
tonduAj and condemns as certainly the inward 
encouragement of the paffion as the outward 
tommiffion of the crime- 
Even Petrarch himfelf leems to have felt 
this truth, and cenfured his own condudl on 
thefe principles, as well as bitterly lamented 
thc^fofffcrings'it caufed him, in the dialogue 
he draws between himfelf and St. Auguftin* 
The following fentiments, drawn from fome 
ibimets he wrote atbput this time, addrelTed to 
the eyes of Lraura, do alfo fully prove thefe 
fufferings, and arc too deferiptiv? of Laura to 
be omitted. . ' 

* Bright eyes ! where Love has eftabliftied his 
empire! it is to you* I addrefs myfelf. My 
Mufe is cold' and languid, but the fubjeft I am 
upon v^ill cherifli and infpire it. To thofe whq 
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fing your praife you §ive the wings of lovci^ 
which elevates them iar above all that is grofs 
aud terreftrial. BoniiR iipoii thcfe wings,^ J d^c^ 
cxprefs the feelings which have lon^ beei\ con- 
cealed in my heart. 

^ Ye faithful witnefles of the life I lead ; yo 
fields and flowers, ye mountain*, Yjpod$^ «a4 
rallies, whijph fyrround mo ; how ofteqi have T5G. 
heafd me call death to my fuccour ? for ihtv 
who wounds is not touched with my diftrefiu 

* Bright eyes ! ferenc beyond exprefl&on ! \ 
complain not of you, thQi;^h transfixed by your, 
darts from which I cannot fly : behold the pale*^ 
ncfs of my vifage, and then judge the condi*** 
dition to which you have reduced mc; ! 

' But grief makes me wander ; rather w^ul4 
I die in their prefence than live deprived c^ 
their influence, 

^ Yes, charming Laura I I difcorer in your 
eyes a light which points out the path aia4 
^ides me in the road to. heaveiv By a loog 
^nd delightful ftudy I read 'm thena all tha* 
pafles in your foul. |t is this view CJEcitcs toq 
io virtue, raifes me abg^e the joys of fenfc^^ s^nd 
leads me to tme glory ; it fpreads over my 
heart that inexpreifible repofe which :^ it 
yiitit^ delight, and renders 1% infenfible ^Q.^verY 



Other objeA. Tn this Hate of enjoyment, niy 
thoughts, my words, and my adions, bear tha 
^mp of imtoortalky ! 

^ The happieft lovers, the brighteft minions- 
of fortune, have never felt my joy, when in- 
dul^d w^ith thofe tender regards bcfto wed by 
love and Lyaura. I fee it with grief ; Btaturq 
has not fornicd me worthy of thefe h^^venly 
regards ; bnt it is my ambition to become foi, 
If I can ptirify my heart, if I can detach it from 
every inferior impulfe, perhaps a good'nama 
will con:ipenfate for my w^ant of endowments. 
This is certain, that I fliall never find confola-r 
tion but in thofe tranfporting emotions whick 
are the moft exquifite gratifications to a chaft^ 
2tf)4 tender heart, 

* In pail ages men, filled with a noble emii't 
lation, traverfed the feas and the mountains to 
fcek from a diftant foil things that were rare 
and excellent. As for me, I need hot travel 
far, for I find every good thing in the eyes | 
adore* 

^ As a pilot who, in the obfcurlty of the; 
night tofied by the tempcft, raifes his eyes ten 
Yrards the heavens to direct him in his courfc, 
fo 1, in the ftorms of my paffions, turn toward^ 
my bright and polar ftars. Thefe are my di-r 
Tedors ; they are my guides in every ftep that 

3 
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I take. O Laura ! 1 am nothing withotrtyou^ 
If, cultivated by yaur kind band, I fliould pro- 
duce any fruit, the glory, the felicity ^ wiU-be 
youn?.* ' ' 

• We ,will novvr return to the affairs of Italy. • 
» BenediAXII. dr^w to Avignon theb^^ar- 
tlft&, to affift in raifing that enormous edififcc 
which he had planned for himfelf and hfe fuc^ 
ccffors. 

Painting began at this time to revive* Gi- 
6tto, the pupil of Cimabue, who raifed this art 
■from its alhes, died in 1336. He left a pupil 
who follovsred his ftyle of painting, and wha 
had worked with htm in Rome, at that fambus 
Moiaic pifture reprefcnting the bark of St. Pe-r 
ter toffed by the tempeft. This pupil of Gi^^ 
otto was called Simon Martini, and Ibmietimes 
Simon de Sienna, becaufe he was bom irt tfeat 
etfcyr. He attached himfelf to his mafter,- and 
followed him to Rorhe, where he e:xecuted 
fomfc pi^kwcs that eftablifhed his reputation. 
He worked afterwards with fuccefs inTuf^' 
cany, always in the manner of Giotto. After 
Ms death, Beneditft invited him In a very prelt- 
itlg manner, fays Vafari, to Avignon. He in^ 
tehded to have the hiftory of the martyrs 
painted by him, for the ornament of his p^n 
lace. ... . ' 
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• Sinac^ ^A^as ndt famous for defign^ as is evi^ 

dent from feme pi<fturcs of his at Pifa,. th* 

iiibjic<fts of which arc taken from the life of St. 

Renier ; but he had invention, *nd fuc^ceedcd 

admirably in portraits. When he came to 

Avignon his behaviour gained him the love 4nd 

eftecni of ail the prelates, and he ibon becamt 

acquainted w^ith Petrarch. He loved his coun& 

trymen, and above all men of genius ; and h€ 

attached himfelf very fincerely to the Sienmel^ 

poet : - a certain affinity vvrhich fubfifis bctweeA 

poetry and psunting contributed to ffarengthcA 

the band of their union. Simon held the fame 

rank among the painters as Petrarch among 

the poets* .. : ^ 

Petrarch defired his friend to draw a iinaS 

picture of Laura, to fmall as to be portable* 

Simon,. w1k> was delighted to exercife his t9^ 

ients on fo celebrated a beauty, jgave Petrarch 

this mark of his friendfhip with the greatofl: 

rcadinefs. There is yet at Avignon, in i the 

houfe of Sade, an old pixJhire of Laura, which 

was probably a copy of this given to Petrarch; 

Laura appears in it drefled in red, holding 

a flower in her hand, with a fweet and mo- 

defl countenance, rather incliniiig to tender* 

nefs- 

* 

Petrarch complimented Simon on this oc*- 
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tadoti m oiie of hi& poeitts. ^ What a happi-^ 
»cfs,.* fays Vaiari) (wfeo was himfelf ail tml^ 
Hent painter in the {ixtdenth century) ' for ft 
painter to be xmittd with a great poef I He 
^all draw a little pidure^ which can only Jafl 
It certain number of ycars^ becdufe painting is 
iubjed: tx> all forts of accidents, and for bis rt^ 
ward he fliall be immortalifed by relies* which 
(are beyond the reach of time.* 

Whether, the imagination of Simon was* fy 
jfiUed with Laura^ that it was ever prefent whea 
hG propofed to paint a beautiful woman* ot 
^whether he meant by this to oblige, and expicfir 
his acknowledgments to Petrarch, it is certew 
he drew her figure on many occafiona in- which 
jtxe had no concern; 

. On a painting in Frefcoihc is dueffed wot 
l^en at the feet of St. George on hor&b»ak| 
who delivers her from the dragon. ,This pieeO: 
is under the portico of Notre- Dame dc Dons» 
«iid is mtach damaged by the injuries of tj^p 
.weather ; Laura is jJaced ia another of his piq* 
. tures in the church of St. Marie Novella aC 
Florence. Amoi^ the fettiales who reprefcnt 
the plcafures^of tl^ world, we fee.Liaura dre^ed 
in green, with a. little flame rifing out of her 
breaft, her gown fire wed over with flowers 
Itt another pi<9tujre in the fame church, Pe- 



trarch is drat?i«ibQtuli»gbyalctii^htofRlK)des^ 
At Siwiiia aifo they ihew a piifturc of the Vir- 
gin drawn by Simon, which is a portrait o£ 
I«ur5C ; flie is there dfefled in green, with ba 
rjrcs £xed. on the ground, which was her com-* 
mcMi attitude. AH thefe |uQ:ures of Laura wew 
not thought jftifficiciii: by SioK>n to expiiefs hit 
iove for Petrarcfii. There was a tnanufcript of 
Virgil upon vellum, with tlic commentaries d 
Servius^ which hd greatly prized. Simo» 
painted on the firft leaf of this manufctipt veiy 
clegai* ISgures^. which reprefferitea all the Tub*i 
je^ of the Mncid: This is to be feeh at Mikn, 
lA'Affe Aittbrodah library; 

13 40, The firft yciffe bf Petf arch's refidehce 
i* V^ucltafe werfe ieniplc^ed' in k deep ftudy ^ 
ti^ lli[|^toh hiftory, ahd he iifidertodk ib Wrftd 
it fi^m'^OfflultistoTitAs : aniriimenfe woile^B 
t^ age^ when mamifcripts were teitt, and th<i 
fubjed ftill buried inobfcurity. His imagina- 
tlon was warMcd with ^die^ne pailag^s in the 
Hfc of Scipio AFricantis. By ^ Tort of iriftinft; 
he had ' from chiMhobd given Scipio the* prefe-^ 
tfetice tt) th^ heroes of ancient, as Stephen Co- 
lonna to all thofe of moderh, Rome, He wifti- 
ed to write an epic poem on this fubjeft. At 
that time this ^ks the tithloft effort of the hu- 
iftafi mirrdv arid 'iJiif mtfft prdfe^ble means of 
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gftihin:^' bim tie laHrd cfoWn:, - for ^hicfi B6-* 
nour he had lotig iighed* He was not -dif-^ 
toutaged by difficulties. He fet about and J)ii6-* 
ibcutcd thia work with fo much ardbur, tHit 
kt the-fpacc of a -year the poem was iSr i^-« 
Tanoed. He gaine it tile name of Afrid^,' '*c-* 
caufe it recited the '♦iftorles of iScipio ortt the 
Garthagiiiians in the fecohd. Punic 'wBtii ' ;If 
Petrarch had known the poem- of Silius^tali- 
t%^ c^n this fulgeift, he liiro«M fear^y hkr^un". 
4titaken ft ;;but thftt bcmg cortfeeal^ in*a-iiii-* 
aafteiy^ was not found till; 1415 t that :of^S)ftH 
tUBK he wa* acquainted with, ^ ' * Bh^ius/ i$,y$ 
he^ ' has ftmg fully of Scipio j but,-in:the*%f*-^ 
rnoil^^ Valerius K^ximus^ hi&^ {fyh ik h^rdi thd 
mdj^. ' Thigre is* no^ elege^nt poein'^?rf^h' hal 
ibt its fubjedi the glorious ^i<5ns of ^t^tft^-f 
^fii€tm o€ Hanaiba^ : I : am ref(^y445.t^ odk^ 
iMBkt^ his yidcnrie^ in the beft ifuin^^r- I an) 

' Xbe ^fiiop o^ Ca^ilton, ^ajurii^g/th^xHif 
clo& appUqadon to this wdrk would deficit^ Jus 
health, which appeared ;to hicn ^already if^jcnfedi 
came one day and afked him for the key of his 
library. Petraxch, not awarci of hm^inHkAii&n, 
gave it him immediately. The biflio^, ufiBb^ 
haying locked up hisbcjolgs and his papers^ laid 
to him^ ' I command you tp f emam ten 4^p 



without reading or writing/ Petrarch obeyed, 
but it was with extreme reludancc. The firft 
day that he pafled after this intcrdidion ap- 
peared tK> him longqr than a year ; the fecond 
hje had a violpnt head-ach from morning to 
]:^gh,t ; aad on the third he felt fome iymptams 
pf * fey<?r. The biflxop, touched with his coa-: 
ditio^, reftpred to him in the fame moment 
his; )s.tys afid his health. 

, Notwithfta^ding his enthuitafm for Scipk); 

.j^ftigirch w^ not fo abforbed but that ho fwofA 

tltfi^ .for other j^dies. He had long de^od 

,.$6^1eap| the Greek language, that he ^nciight 

R«ad, Homer and Plato, of whofe works th«e 

weffe ^t that time no tolerable tranilattaniH 

,^ * ' Tjbie name of Homer,* fays he, ' is banjUy 

.[^)Own,to thoie barbarians from whom wet^tfe 

Qfil^y feparated by the Alps. Would to^Q^ 

;We , were, divided from them by the QQOVi 

itfelf ! The book which paffes imder the 

name of Homer is only an abridgment of the 

ttiad^ done by a fchoolboy whofe name is im« 

,. The Grj^ejt language was never totally, loft 
b Italy, but at the time I am fpeaktng of there 
were )iardly fix perlbns who were acquainted 
with the pi(Kments of it ; and though Dante 
in his famous f>otm cites feveral Greek au* 

VOL. I. u 
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thors^ Manneti and Philelphc aiTure us that hf^ 
Was ignorant of that language. 

Petrarch was fo happy this year as to have 
kn opportunity of learning it at Avignon ; and 
this engaged him to make a longer flay ip thi^ 
city than he had ever done fmce his eftablifh- 
tnent at Vauclufe. Barnard Borlaam* a Greek 
by dcfcent, but bom in Calabria, a monk of St, 
BafiU and abbe of St. Sauviur at Confiantino- 
pie, came to Avignon on an embafly frpra An- 
dronicus, the young Greek emperor, to the 
pope, to procizre a couikiI for the reuniofi of 
the Greek and Roman churches, which had 
fcparated in the Qinth century. The pretext 
for this fchifm was, th^t the Greeks beliqved 
the Holy Ghoft proceeded immediately from 
the Father ; the Latins, from the Father ancj 
the Son : and fome difpute about the confecra- 
tion of the holy bread. Borlaam brought let-? 
tcrs of recommendation, from Philip king of 
France, and Robert king of Naples, to facilitate 
*hc fucceis of the pe^ociation. ^ 

Boccace thus dcfcribes this Greet envoy, 

iVhbm he knew at Naples : 

* Borlaam was a little man, with great know- 
ledge nxfd underftanding. Greece has not, fo;r 
many years, produced fo wife a man. He was 
profoundly verfcd in all that relates to hiftory, • 

3 



tft philosophy, and the Greek language ; And 
from the princes and learned men in Conftan^ 
tinople he received certificates which attefted 
the fupcriority of his abilities. He had a fubtle 
and penetrating mind, and perfeftly underftood 
Euclid, Ariftotlc, and Plato. But he exprelT* 
cd with difliculty what he conceived . with 
amazing eaic and quicknefs, 

Petrarch was folicitous to be acquainted 
with filch a man as Borlaam, and fought with 
eagemefs to be ihftru<3:ed in the Greek lan- 
guage. Borlaam, on his lide, wiflied as much 
to be acquainted with the Latin tongue, which 
he kne\v only a little of^ having been educated 
by mafters who fpoke that language, Thefe 
views ibon united them. They began by read- 
iiig Pktto. From this philofbpher Petrarch 
drew many refined fentiments on the nature 
of love, the origin of fouls, their tranfmigration, 
and tlieir paffage into the planets when difen- 
cumbered from the body. Petrarch woul4 
foon have become perfe<ft in the Grreek lan- 
guage, under this able mafter, had he continued 
at Avignon ; but the bad fiiccels of his nego- 
ciation haftened his departure. Petrarch was 
in defpair at lofmg'his tutor; and Borlaam ge- 
tfcroufly owned, that in this commerce he had 
learnt much niorethart he was able to teach. ' 
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. The lofs of one friend, howe^r,. was toadc 
up to Petrarch by the arrival of another, ^whp 
n^as as neceflary to regulate the motions of his 
heart as this Greek mafter was to increaie the 
laches^ of his mind. Thia was father Dennis, 
whom Petrarch had fo often confulted abmt 
his pafiion. He covdd not have arrived nt si 
ixiore fortunate moment ; his patient wanted 
more than ever the exertion pf his fkill, for f e- 
lapies are the rocks moil to be feared, as well 
by the phyiician of the foul as the phyfician of 
the body. This wife Auguftin, being advanc- 
ed in years, thought it time to quit the pulpit, 
and the univerfity of Paris, where he had ap- 
peared with great honour, to enjoy the fweets 
of repofe in the bofbm of his country, and 
came to Avignon with the intention of going 
by fea to Florence. 

Petrarch did all he could to engage him to 
vifit Vauclufe, and finding him relu<ftant, he 
feconded his folicitations with a billet, as fol- 
lows: 

• Can nothing induce yow, my dear maftcr, 
to come to my folitude ? Neither the beau- 
tics pf the place, nor the friendfhip you have 
always expreffcd for me ? Will nothing tempt 
you to come to a friend folitary and aban- 
doned ? Will not my ard?nt requeft, and the 
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pity you rnuic have for my condition, detcr-» 
mine you to pafs fbme days with your difcipk, 
and honour his retreat with your prefence ? If 
thefe thotives are not iufficierit, permit me to 
employ others which appear to me irreiiftibld 
irhePe is in this place a poplar tree of lb im- 
toenie a fize, that it covers with its Ihadc not 
only the river and its banks, but alio a con- 
fiderable extent beyond "them. They tell v^, 
that ting Robert of Naples, invited by the 
beauty of this fpot, came here to unburden his 
mind from the weight of public affairs, and 
ergoy in this delightful Ihade the fweets of re- 
pole. He brought with him his queen, as fa- 
mous for her beauty as her birth ; Clemeride 
nis niece, the widow of a great king, and a pro- 

Idigibus train of lords and ladies. 

* While Ithis brilUant court amufed them- 

^fplves in wandering over the meadows, hunt- 
\n^ in the woods, drawing the ponds, and con- 
triving a thoufand rural games on the banks of 
|t^e^ river, the king, fcated on the egjamelled 
lawn under the Ihade of this fine tree, was bu-^ 

^ri?d in deep thought. His penetrating mind, 

^J^Sfiuftomed to pry into the bowels of th? earth, 
.|oj^ght perhaps Ibme fecret of nature ; or per- 

^^^p^^he was conyerling with fortune, and fay- 
ing, *' You may continue to overwhelm njig 
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with favours, but I anr not to be Uinded hf 
your deceitful careiTes ; for I know that death 
jpuriiics, and will fbon raife me beyond the eir- 
cle of them all/\ He might perhaps be.me-^ 
ditatirig fomc great projeift, to puniih the per- 
fidious prince who fo unjuftly withheld a part 
of his kingdom. WhatcTcr were the reflec- 
tions which occupied the mind of this great 
man, they were certainly fublime and worthy 
of him. 

* And will not you, my dear matter, come 
with tranfport to a place fo honoured ? Will 
not you revere the tree that covered him, and 
ki& with tranijports the facred footfteps of i 
prince who will be held in veneration by 
pofterity ?* 

The king, of whom Petrarch gives fo high 
an eulogium, in which flattery had no part, 
was Robert, fon of Charles II. and grandfon of 
Charles I. He was the third king of Naples, 
of the houfe of Anjou ; and was crowned at 
Avignon, the fame year that pope Clement V. 
cftabliflied the holy fee in that city, of which 
Hobert was the lord in his own right as count 
of Provence. 

* He was,* fays Petrarch, ^ the only true 
king of his ^ time, for t call none kings but thofe 
who rule tbemfclvest In him every virtue wa$ 
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united ; he was a good mafter, a good father, a 
good hufband: religious from principle, cou- 
rageous from nature, pacific for the good of his 
people. He was the only prince who loved 
letters, and encouraged men of learning. He 
received them with kindnefs, and attended 
with pleafure to thqir works. He loved td 
communicate what he knew, and he blufhcd 
not to learn even in his advanced age. One of 
his favourite fayings was, " We acquire know- 
ledge by giving and receiving inftruftion.** 

' Neither the capricioufnefs of fortune, 
whofe favours and whofe cruelties he hkd alter- 
nately experienced, the ignorance of his time, 
nor the contempt in which fcience was held, 
could detach him from ftudv. In the midft of 
the moft important affairs, in the tumult of war, 
day afid night he would always have his books 
abo\it him. He became by this means a phi- 
lofopher, theologian, mathematician, aftrono- 
mer, and even a phyiician ; and was befides 
well verfed in hiftory, belles lettrcs, and all the 
fciences/ 

Boccace, who was foon after this united 
with Petrarch, being at Naples before he pro- 
duced thofe works which have fmce rendered 
him fo celebrated, obtained from this prince 
the nloft gracious reception, ftnd knew hirn 
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weU. , ' He is^' fays, h^j ^ the wifef^ ling that . 
has reigned fince Splomon. .. All the , world, 
w^ of the fa^O^e opiniqp. IJe w§is, J3^o>y^ycr,. 
a JbelLex^r ifx Ji^dicial^giflxqlqiy, whicji was, the. 
fojlj?^ ojf;^he, age. h^e, lived in/ . . 

^Xjl^s, pripco m^de a voyage into Provence in 
131^ and reiiided at Avignon four years, in the. 
COiirt of John XXIL who owed his elevation to 
Ro^^ and had aJmcere regard for him. And 
it.w^%,at this time, he went to vifit Vauclufe, 
the^ ^(^gruut of which Petrarch gave; in the 
abpvf : ktter. • . . 

j]^ftthc;r.Dpnnis yielded at laft to the l<dicitar. 
tiqn$iof Petrarch, who had addrefled this mcHik. 
w^thcgl^e^t ikill, as he had a iinguiar attach-, 
ment and veneration for king Robert. Their 
limlpil^bcgan at Avignon, and was founded i^on 
9. grcfit iin^ilarity of (afte and knowledge, and 
had been kept up ever fince by an interchange of 
letters, in which the moil important queftions' 
wer^ difquiled. Unhappily for Petrarch, father 
X)6nni3> who wa§ in.ha,fte to return to his coun-. 
try,, m^de but a Ihort Hay at Avignon. On hia 
arrival at Florence, he found that city more 
agitated than ever by the inteftine commotions 
already mentioned. 

In July of the fame year there was an eclipfe 
pf the fun in the fign of Caiicer, ' which hapn 
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pens/ feys Villani, ' only once in a hundred 
years ; and announces, according to the an- 
cient aftrologers, very heavy calamities/ On 
this occafion their judgment proved true ; a 
great deal of niifchicf v/as done by violent 
ftorms, and by the plague and famine at Flo- 
rence. Thefe calamities determined fadier 
Dennis to yield to the invitations of king Ro- 
bert, who had preffed him a long time to come 
and end his days in his court. The king «• 
ceivied him with open arms, and gave him an 
apartment in his own palace, that he might 
enjoy more of his Ibciety. By a public afi, 
he beilowed on him houfes for the foundation 
of a convent and a church at Carbonora^ 
which is a fuburb of Naples. 

In the firft converfations which father Dennis 
had with this prince, he fpoke to Jii^^ of Pc-. 
trarch as of a man whom he highly loved, and 
efteemed. Robert already knew Petrarch by 
reputation, and the eulogy of father Dennis 
augmented the good opinion he had conceived, 
of his charafter, and determined him to fend 
him a letter. It is much to be lamented that 
this letter is loft. He enclofed in it an epitaph 
for the judgment of Petrawh on the niece wc 
have mentioned ; a^id ^ who was,' fays Villani, 
^ a queer? of great virtue and knowledge.* He 
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tfikes the oCcafion to lament, as a Chriftian and 
a philofopher, the miferies of life, and the nc* 
deffity of death ; oppofed to which, there is no 
confolation but in the hopes of immortality* 
It is cafy to imagine the joy of Petrarch when 
he received this mark of goodnefs from a prince 
of whom he had a long time conceived the 
higheft idea, ahd whofe favour and approbation^ 
Be paflionatcly defired. This was the anlwer 
he returned : 

^ I know not which I dught moft to admire 
in the letter I have received, the juftnefs and 
dignity of the thoughts, or the graces of the 
ftyle. I did not imagine the human mind ca- 
pable of expreffing its ideas on fo fublime a 
fubjeft with fp much variety, ftrerigth, and 
prccifion. The beginning of your letter, in 
which you paint in ib lively a manner the mif- 
fortunes of human life, made fo ftrong an im- 
preffion on me, that I almoft repented I ever 
came into the world: but the hand which 
inade the wound contributed to heal it* 
What you fay of the immortality of the foul 
relieved my drooping fpirits, and I then felt a 
kind of joy that I was born mortal. After 
paving broken the chains which imprifbn the 
foxx\, and caft off the outward ^covering, how 
^.lightful to be clothed with that immo^^ 
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fobc which will render our bodies pure and in-* 
corruptible ! This expectation, which our faith 
^reients to us, was unknown, to the heathen 
philofbphers : but they felt that the foul wa» 
not to die. Pherecydes was the firft among 
them who openly maintained this truth ; Epi* 
turns the only one who denied it. . From Phe- 
recydes it paffed to Pythagoras, from Pythago- 
ras to Socrates, and theb to Plato, who com- 
pofed a treatife on that fubjedt, which Cato of 
Utica ftudied, to prepare himfelf for death. 
And Cicero eftabliflied this do^ftrine in his dif* 
couries on friendlhip, old age, and many other 
parts of his works. 

. ' But to whom do I fay thcfe things? fool 
that I am ! Not only to the greateft of king5» 
but to the gfeatcft of philpfophers. Deign to 
pardon me, illuftrious prince, if, carried away 
by my zeal for the fubjed; I fought to confirm 
by foreign teftimonies ii truth which verifie$ 
itfelf, and makes me figh for that day fo ge^ 
ncraJly dreaded by mortals. I envy the fate of 
that niece whofc epitaph you touchfafed tcj 
fend me } whofe humble and courteous man-^ 
ftfcrsi though si fovereign prince fs, rendered het 
truly worthy of the name Ihe bore. Though 
taken from hence in the bloom, of youth and 
Wuty, utiiv^rfally regretted, as well in th^ 
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kingdom, where fhe was bom^ a^ in th^ti^ 
wliicb fhe fucceeded^ fhc yet appears tqt^J^ 
the moft happy, becaufe you have irnmortaU^qr 
her here, and Ihe is enjoying a felicity, th^j^ 
everlafting. How then can any one call th^ 
princefs dead who lives in fame on earthy* and 
is exalted to blifs in heaven ? Your epitaph vyill 
trunfmit the memory of your niece witjl:i y^jijr 
owj^ to pofterity ; and it will be faid of J^er^ jas 
Alexander faid of Achilles, " How happy^i^Jt^e 
to be celebrated by fo great a poet !*' But I f<?ajr 
J {hall weary you by the length of my lettpiv 
Pt'jljip elegant concifencfs of yours wams me to 
^^cli^cje. I pray heaven to preferv? a life 
^rowncdt equally with the laurels of Mars and pf 

i^pi^io/ ^ ^ _,;^ 

Some time after this Petrarch received a 
letter fppi father Dennis, inviting hip to 
C^ijc; and enjoy with him the tranquillity q^ 
^bp^nty he poffefled. To which Petnurch m^a 

this reply ; - , . 

. * Since the time I have ceafed to hear your 
fiiendly voice, nothing has given me fo much 
pleafvire as the report fpread at Avignon, )l;^ 
you was gone to Naples to the court of luAg 
Hobert. Nothing, in my opinu>n, contribute* 
fo much to the delight and tran^quillity of lift 
%t the intercourfe and converfation of wift 
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men. You underfland mc, but I will ipcak 
Witfh more ctcai'ricfs. Cicero faid, " Who was 
^ater tfaaa Thcmiftbclcs in Greece ?*' And t 
iH^, with ttili more truth, " Who is greater 
fhlh king Robert, not only in Italy, but emi 
dWfou^out Eur<^e ?'* " ^ - : ^ 

* In this view, it is not the Itiftre of ~ii& 
crown that daz;sles, or his power tha:t weighs 
With mc; it is his mind, his manners that'l 
admire. True kings are more rarely met witlt 
tJian w^e imagine ; we IhouM fee fewer fceptrra 
aftil crowns, if thcfe alone were honoured witfi 
tlietn. It IS a folly to give that name to tiit 
flkvcs <jf paflion, who live like brutes rather 
than men. I think Robert the only oiK^whti 
defervcs that title; for he has IheWri, bt"^ 
thoufand inftances of patience and modetation; 

that he knows how to govern himfelf 

'^ ^ This prince has fcnt for you, and you have 
obeyed his fiimmons. A perfe<ft conformity in 
your ftudies and diipofitions unites you : this is 
quite natural. If J was fpeaking to any othef 
but yourfelf, I ihould fay that the king could 
not procure himfelf a greater relief under the 
fetigues of government. As to you, you will 
obtain at Naples that inward peace which you 
could not have poffeffed amidft the diforders in 
Tufcany. When I heardyou were there, '^How 
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Ikappy," cried I, ^' is father Dennis ! He will 
now lead a peaceful life." I will fbon follow 
you f You know that I afpire to the poetio 
laurel ; and I would owe it only to kin^ 
Hobert. If I am fa happy to be Summoned by 
him, I will fly immediately, and confecrate to 
him my talents and my ftudies/ 

From- time immemorial Jhc laurel had 
been the reward of valour, merit, and genius: 
Virgil l^eaks of it in the iEneid, where- they 
cmwned the vi6lors in the Pythian games^ 
The Romans early adopted this pradice. The 
kurel being confecrated to Apollo, the god of 
poetry, it was natural to crown poets with 
it as well as conquerors. Petrarch fays in his 
Africa, ipeaking in the charadler of Ennius to 
Scipio, * Permit us to partake with you in the 
honour of this crown. If glory belongs to thd 
talents of the mind as well as to military prow- 
cf55, it is but juft to adorn with laurel, thd 
brows of poets as well as the brows of heroes! 
This tree, by its perpetual and beautiful vcr-* 
dure, announces immortality both to the one 
and the other/ It may be added, the paffion 
which Petrarch had for Laura rendered liLm 
ftill more defirous of this honour. This cuf- 
tom had however been aboliflied at^^me 
more than a thoufand years. 
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At laft the moment canie when he arrlve4 
at the hei^t of his wiihes ; and the mannef 
of obtaining this honour was ftill more flattcr-- 
ii3g than the honour itfelfi 

Ij|i Auguft of the year 1340, beiog at Vau*' 
clufe, roccwpied with the thoughts of Lav^ra 
and his poem, at the third hour, that is to iajr 
about nine in the morning, Petrarch received a 
letter from the fioman fenate, who urged him 
' with many preffing cntraities to come to Rom.e 
to ireceive the CTown of latirel. . On the lame 
day arrived a courier from Robert Bordi, chan-r 
cellor of the uhiverfity of Paris, in which thir 
friend and countryman joined every motive 
which was capable of inducing him ,.to, giv^ 
the .preference to Paris for the performance o€ 
this ceremony. Nothing could be more flatterr 
ing to Petrarch than this honourable concur- 
rence of the two greatell cities in the; wo^lcj, 
difputing which (hould have the glory of 
crowning him. This was the brighteft period 
of his life. 

In the firft moments of his intoxication, 
being uncertain how to determine, he wrot^ 
tlms to Avignon to cardinal Colonna : ^. 

* Who would have guefled that fuch honours 
would have puriiied me amidft my rocks ? I 
know there is nothing fblid in this wprld/ and 
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; thiit we run after ihadows. ButiFawnotfaUfi 

comparing my fifiuationr to tj^alr of S)^phlLi(i«ke 

jnoft powerftil king in Africa^ who recfuf^rd at 

t^ib^ fame time tbccttmbBiTck^oraofiWtMnnitd 

^Cartlutgci contending for hit aUiaooc^i j^ QfBin 

iOjRm I faiovr not >^hich to pwf<8PT»iJo#lPi 

ftg^tttted by powerfi&i motives on; jbothtfidMcf ii> 

* At Paris there never vras a^poefi dni&iucA^ 

I ftall be the £rft ; this noVeky ipleMrf ^, 

ind di%tfes me to that iide. Bcrt^htfif e<t^- 

tation I have for Rome, whcte the»^g<«a«^ 

|koet8 ha^ received die lanrel, iftcl!riei'<h4>ftll-^ 

lance to the other, Fricndlhip dfa*^ liMs 15o 

FariSj but Rdme has king Robert for its ndtglU 

botir, and 1 know no perlbh ' ki^e/t^ptott!^ of 

lodging of my abilities. Yon fee my 'plStpl^^. 

I fear left in nay joy I fliouM decide ^^fMptdip^ 

fy. Deign to advife mc. ^To v^hiork^i^fAi 

can I addrefs mylelf ? Ytm who aife »mPy pSSfti 

rty iupport, and my gloty f ''^^ ^«"i ,Lifo)fi>» 

We fee in this lettci^, that PdAr«tt<:liHlfl!»*2« 
towards Rome ; and the AnCy^erof^ht^fSi^til 
was conforniablc to this'inclinatioH'r^b^MA 
Pbtrarch thus replies : - mttifiKK^tut 

^I receive with gratltttdc, ^i^VhrHbiitk 
with pleafure, the advic6 *you Tiavc ^Vdfi tt^. 
You love your country, but you prefer 'tftf A 
above all* I fliall go where you coitiiSlaii^ 
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mldi^.iiiy^ceii&ire the chbicasl^l karc^lfbidii; I 
^ill ^ic^d myic^f under jq«ir ii&m^/ 
" *^54>* Petrarcir went to Rosie ifi tha be- 
gkuntf^ t>{' the fyxlng ; but as :^ hadi;not iiich 
«l 6pitaafl of his t^rkd^a&^tS«P4)die^^tli^y 
MeHted ' this great honour, l^e^i^tc^Aihi^d'to 
lubmiC^o a public examinationr, whicH is»xi<ef(«r 
«)»6be^ <»f ^nc fey eftaJbliihed^ in reputation. 
tie bitd a mtnd alfo to pajr this^liteiMty llai|^a|;e 
to tlie^^in^ of Naples; and^b^ re^u^b^4jdie 
p(9ri||UIion to pre&nt htcafelf ^t his tribi^w^^fo 
Vjj^d^rgothisexaminatiQn. Bphert.wMpiJS^^ 
'w^k the preference given him QSt tbis^Qf^- 

The jdy of Petrarch would ha\1e botfi Dwl- 
iplete^ if he could have flattered liimie^i^'ifcb;^ 
Aiding )at fiome the biihop of Lomhesi and;%> 
•bave had tbU dear friend witnefs of ^ hk^gloi;^. 
^ifit a» iboa a$ he had extinguifhed the fiqSi^Df 
difcord, and eftabliihed peace in his fgfi^tl^^^ihe 
'fctmn^ed ta his* church, which iiad bqpii^^en 
yean def^ived of its paftor. His foiulju >£hi<^ii 
yi$» without ceafii^ occupied in weighii^t^ 
importance of his duties, always, deteri^n^fi^iii 
faycmr of, thofe wiich were the paoft.feijyice- 
4dp to maakipd. The grief of the Jlopi^^i^ 
Wfi^ extreme to lofe this tutelary angel, whp 
ha^^ re^ibibliihed harmony ^nd peacQ among 
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them, arid fevetal times preserved their city 
from fire and pillage. This worthy prelate was 
lb eager to return to thofe flieep that Provi- 
dence had committed to his care in a baibarous 
country, that he only paffed through Avignon^ 
and ftopped but a moment to embrace his bro- 
ther the cardinal ; nor did he fee Petrarch, who 
was at that time at Vauclufe : from whence 
hearing of his departure from Rome he wrote 
thefe lines : ■ \ 

* I am going to Rome, where I fliall need you 
above all others ; you who are my delight and 
glory, muft at leaft be with me in mind. 

' You will lay, perhaps, *^ Why this ardour, 
this labour, this fatigue ? What is the end of 
it all ? Will it render you more wife or vir- 
tuous ? No. This crown will only ferve to 
cxpofeyou to public view, and in'confequencfe 
to the darts of envy- Science, and virtue, arc 
they birds which require branches of trees oil 
which to fix their nefts ? What ufe wHl you 
make of thefe laurels with which your brow Is 
to be encircled ?" To all thefe I fliall content 
mylelf with replying in the words of the wife 
Hebrew, '^ Vanity of vanities, all is but vanity." 
Such are the follies of men. Take bare of ypur* 
felf, and be favourable to me/ 

After having written this letter, Pettarch ftft 



out for Marseilles, and embarked from thenpc 
for Naples> notwithfi:anding his dread of ,the 
fca. 

. Robert learned with pleaiure t^at. Ijc, wai 
arrivred in his kingdom ; he gave him the ftxp^ 
honourable reception in the prefence of all his 
court ; and in the converfations he had with 
hlip, Robert found that the friends of this poet 
had not impofed upon him. Petrarch, qn his 
fide, admired the depth of this prince's rpind^ 
and the variety of his knowledge. He was ex- 
tremely pleafed with the fituation of Naples, oij 
accoant of the {pftnefs of tl^e climate^ an^ the 
delightful verdure of the country axoujo^ it; 
The. tomb of Virgil ds near Naples ;, ^n(li)t is 
iaid a laurel fprung.up round it, and flpi^ilhed 
for feveral ages, , ^ , , \ ,, . .. 

R;obert was curious to fee ^he , poc,ijP .q^lled 
Africa;* it had madf ,much.,nc)ife, thov[gh thp 
draught <pf it was barely fketched out. Petrarch 
M?ith difficulty confided ib unformed a work to 
this^pi^pr^* Robert wasrfo pleafecj, >>'ith ijt, ibat 
lle-^]^^t^.ajwii)i to have it dedicated, to him 
whjffnjit. ihonidl?.e made public. Petrarch en- 
gaged, ancj- jtcpt his word after the dc^th. of 
that princp:; a fingular mark of r^fped:. This 
poem, was thjpmoft indifferent pf Petrarch^s 
>[^Qrks ^ j^nd he blufhed for it fbme years after. 

M ^ 
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But Robert vas no pott. * I did.not;tlj^g^^ 

fays he, ' after he had convcrfed with Petrax^^ 

that under the frivolous appearan^ce qf pPJ5^^ 

fiAioii, fueh fUWinoc idea§ cpidd be cpnta,inj^^^ 

Thi* prince^ ^ogive i^or? - wtjight; f Of j^ J^]y^ 

ipprc^ation^ appointed 4. day to exai^im^rPjp^ 

trardh in form ; when queftions were p^opf>f^ 

to him by Robert on all liibjeAs oC Ican^jipg ; 

^njj this examination v!:as opntinued Jh^^lj^yo 

/qllowing days. Then Robert^ ^a;fte|2|.{^p^t 

^ogy on Petrarch, declared that hp. m^i^t^^ 

thelatirel crown, and had letters. patent idraj^ 

up, by which he certified that, aftc^: a. jfeyetc 

j^xwainaticn, he was judged worthy 4x) .i^ciiTC 

"rtiat hotibur in the capitol. Robert wifh^drP^- 

trarch to receive this crown at Naples, biit )jc 

•rcprefented to this prince that he was de^on^f^f f 

obtaining it on the fame theatre whercv Vjrgi, 

-Horace,/ and fo many other poets of tbcxfirft 

.order, had before been crowned. ^This prij^c 

' luad the complailknce to enter into his. reaibi|tf ; 

.4«id,- to complete his kindnels, he tef^oirhis 

/regret that his advanced age Would not ;pcyj|j^t 

.him to go to Rome and crown Petrarcl^ hii^- 

ifelf, repeating fevcral times that his digpfty,|is 

a kl&grfhould have been no ohftacle. ^, 

■U. As Robert could not himfelf accompanjr Pe* 

trarch, he named John Borrili, one of his firft 
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oroMersi/'td tie' his proxy upott this occaiiori,, 
Boifea'cfe' ipeats of Borrili aS a man of great ibi^ 
1^$f and a g6od' po^tf. Petrarch compares 
iiW'i^ Ovid; • He was well defbehded, hisfd^ 
Mjrl^drheei highly honoured by Charle^!. 
bf^N^%^, ahd He was thfc favourite of kiiig 
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S'Pfefiurch, k little time before his departure 
Hftol^a^Pi'had'a converfation with Robert, 
I'^SrH' pistes the grfeat talie this prince had ^ 
idttei9;ana thblidhour in which he held tihcrai 
l^d aik'^U^trarch why he. thought fo late of 

'!''^0r^ klilig;* replied our po«^, 'I-hUve?fottg 
■^ed''jfbi-'''this happinefs, but'fortuJic ha* Air 
'w^'opnioiSd' me. I own, to my Aami > "that 
"ttft' |)^r«s n had to encowter by fetf aftd/by 

^aWdrream?.* '^ . 

fha^-jj ,^^rfation after this falling up<»i 'Phi- 

''PplSrvilois, king of France, Robert faid to 
K'OT]fch;''''Ifave you never been at his courts* 
'*"I^^e ttot even had the leaft dcfire to go,' rcr 
[i<HBl*<^feirchl * And why lb?' iaidthe pxiace 
^i%.^"^*l^c^tife;' replied Petrarch.. ' it feems 

Vlitfeitk^ t dotddonly be aufeJefi and a tio^- 
blefome pedbil to an ignorant king. I woi4d 

"ttut^ r4%icr1ive in ?in honcft mcdiocfityy^than 
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drag a ufcleft life in a court where no one 
fpokc my language.' 

' It occurs to me/ iaid the king, * that the 
cldeft fon of Philip loves ftudy/ ^ I have alfo 
heard it/ replied Petrarch, 'but it does not 
pleafe the father; they even iay'he looks upon 
the preceptors of his fon as his enemies/ 

At thefc words Robert, feized with horror 
and indignation, after a fhort filence cried out, 
raifing his eyes to heaven, ' How different 
are the taftcs of men ! For my own patt, t 
(wear that letters are dearer to nie than my 
crown; and if I muft renounce one or th^ 
other, I would immediately Sacrifice my dia- 
dem/ 

When Petrarch went to take leave of king 
Robert, this prince, after engaging^ his promifo 
that he would vifit him again very loon, took 

* • « • 

vff the robe he wore ths^t day^ and begged he 

is coronation ; 
and, that -he might exprcfs his aiFeftion by 
every poffible means, he iiad a bfeviate drawn 
up and given to Petrarch, by 'which he con- 
ferred on him the place of general almoner : 
gre^ intereft was always made foi* this poft oA 
account of the privileges attached tjD it ; the 
principal of which were exemption from pay-. 
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ing the tithes of benefices to the king, and ^ 
diipenfation from refidence- 

There was at this time at Naples, 1341, ^> 
man of extraordinary learning, to whom Boc* 
cace gives lingular commendation; this was Paul 
de Peroule, who had many years been librarian 
to king Robert. As he was very curious, ancj 
poflefled of all Ibrti of knowledge, he had coU 
lefted,,by order of his njafter, a great number 
pf foreign books in . hiftory and poetry, Hi^ 
fearch g,fter tbefe books had united him very 
ilron^ly with Borlaana, the wife Grecian, who 
has 9,lr^ady been mentioned. It was by his 
means he obtained fronx Greece thofe books 
he could not meet with among the Latins, 
He composed an immenfc work, entitled, 
• Colled:ions,' which was full of erudition, an4 
comprehended all that had been laid by th^ 
Creeks and the Latins on the p^gan diyinitics* 
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Or so, cbunt of Anguillara, Was ihiatbr* df 
lloftie when Petrarch airritfed there,* ahd^^asf 
to continue in'bflScc but a few Weeks 'loi^ciS/ 
We have feen that P^tr^ch baffed foJfife Hliitlci 
in Kis caftie at 'Caprariica. Gnb, who ^W'as^ 
4efirouS*of crowning Fetrarch'hiftifeif;' wif4 
to infoi:rn hini he rriuft begin his journey'li^r* 
mediately, if he would give him this wtii-' 

radion. ■. ;:'.;;'"''^ 

. Petrarch Tet but from Naples in * Apnf \fizQ 
John Borrili, who having fome affairs to trai2fP 
aA in the way, took another road, prorrffiStijS* 
to meet him at Rome. The day after Pcttirrfefi? 
got there, not finding Borrili, he difjpatchdd Sf 
couilier to haften him, the day of the certrtioi^ 
bein^ fixed. But he came back without hitri^j 
and the count of Anguillara would not * J>cir6iSt* 
anytielayi i^.o-jt/j 

The aiTembly was convoked carfy *ih*' t&i* 
morning oii Eafter-day, which happened to" bfe' 
vefy'ierene and favourable to the folemnity. 
The trumpets founded, and the people, eager 
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to view a ceremony which had been difcon*- 
tihued for . fb many years, ran in crowds to be- 
hold it.' The ilreets were ftrewed with flowers, 
^nd the windows filled with ladies drefled in 
the moft lum'ptuous maimer, who fprinkled 
as much perfumed waters on the poet as would 
i^rvc ibr, a year in the kingdom of Spain. « ^ 
,,.5j5tfairch appeared at laft at the capitoi, prc-i, 
c^edi ^ .twelve young men in fcarlet habits^^, 
%\^^ ■-}srjp^ cbofen out of the firft families o^. 
38jQi^e,,2y5;id;rc;cited his verlea ; while he, adprn-i 
e4* vsf ijj^h the , robe of {^ate which the king ojf 
N^ple3 bad givfn him, followed, in the midft 
of ii^' of, the principal citizens' clothed ixk 
green, w^ith crowns of flowers on their heads : 
a]^i; ivvhpm came the fenator, accompanied, by 
thft.,fii^ men of the council. When he Vfus^ 
ipa(^<i in his place, Petrarch made a flK>rt ha- 
x^n^e ,wpp?l a verfe drawn from Virgil ; aftci? 
wly^^^. , haying cried tjiree times, [ Long livo^ 
^f f^pple »f Rome ! Long live the fpngitor f 
Gfqd; preferve thern in liberty 1' he kneeled 
d^jWp.before the fcnator, who, after a ihort 
difcowie, took from his head a crown of lau- 
reljH »p4 pvit it upon Petrarch's, iaying, ' This 
.ax;>wn is ^ reward of merit/ Then Petrarcjjj^ 
xeidited a fine fonnct on the. heroes of Ronxc^ 
this fonnet is notJn his worlds.. ... 
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The people Ihewcd their joy and approbatic»| 
by loud and repeated flKiuts ; by clappb^ their^ 
hands, and oryifng out feveral tinies> * Long 
flourifti the capitc^ ! Long Hve. the poet V Ste^ 
phen Colonna then fpoke ; and, as he truly lov-^ 
cd Petrarch, he gave him that praife which 
comes from the heart. 

Petrarch's friends at Rome ffied tears of 
joy ; and, though he was hlmfclf in a fort of 
intoxication, he felt at the bottom of his ibiil 
that fuch honours were incapable of conferring 
true happiness, and far' exceeded his deferti 
* I blufhed,' fays he, * at the applaufes of the 
people, and the unmerited commendations 
with which I was overwhelmed/ 

When the ceremony in the capitol was end-* 
cd, Petrarch was condu<S:ed in pomp with the 
fame retinue to the church of St- Peter, where, 
after a iblcmn mafs and returning thanks to 
God for the honour he ha^d received, he took off 
%ls crown to place it anckong the offerings, and 
bung it up on the arch of the teihple. - 

The fome day the count of Anguillara ha4 
Jetters patent drawn up, by which the ienators^ 
^fter a very flattering preface, declare Petrarch 
^o have . merited the title of a great poet and 
Jiiftoriail .; and that at Rome, and in every other 
pUce, by the authority of kin^ Robert^ thq 



lit. ' PETRARCH, 171 

Roman fenate; and the people of Rome, he 
fliould'have full liberty to read and comment 
^poetry and hiftory, or on "any of the works 
of the ancients, and to publifti any of his own 
produftions, and to wear on all fblemn occa- 
fiotis the crown of laurel, beech or myrrh, and 
the poetic drefs. In fine, they declare hina a 
citizen of Rome, with all the privileges thereof, 
as a reward for the Bffe&xon he has always ex- 
preflfcd -for the city and republic. 

Petrarch was then brought to the palace of 
the Colonnas, where a magnificent feaft was 
prepared for him, at which were aflcmbled all 
the nobility and men of letters in Rome. 

It cannot, after this view, be uninterefting 
to join with it what Petrarch thought of this 
event iii his -maturer life. 

' Thefe laurels,' lays he, '* which encircled 
my head, were too green ; had I been of riper 
age* arid underftanding, I Ihoiild not have 
fought them; Old men love only what is ufe^ 
ful ; young tt*en run after appearances, without 
regarding their end. This crown rendered me 
Tteither more wife nor eloquent ; it only ferved 
to raife enVy, and deprive me of the repofe I 
^oyed.v> Froiri thai:- time tongues and pens 
Yfcji^c fliarp^ed'^gaiftrt me:, my friends b?» 
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ciMne my enemies, and I.liiflfercd' iHc tiM iS^ 
fi?6b of my confidence and prefiSunpticm. - " ' 
It was not the fault of fioriri^ that he €^ii^ 

njci. from-.whdm ^e .-ft lift' wi^ <iiScwiy 

^i^|,m?|i^, which. foUov . Mi^a cerem^ 
departed a few days after. Fortune thouifit 
proper to remmo him, that pkaAire ^d pajti 
jare, qlofel^^llied iij thi^ Ufe. Harm^^ 
cot; out of Rome with his train, wHcn ^c fell 
irito the hands of fome banditti^ ' 'wit^ wm<m 
ih^ high roads were then infeftea. Irfc ci^p- 
,ed aUYe.by a kind of miracle, and returnea to 
Rome, where the peril he had been in e^uied a 
great difturbance ; they gave hina a^^ efcort^ 
^d he fet out 4gain the day fQllowin^. 1 . 
: He.anpiyed at Pifa the :30th of Apn^t ff^^ 
.whence he wrote an account of wft^ had 
^jaiJipd tq.k'uig Robert and hig lfr^JPlds ^ A^ 
^n^ n J^^ did not ftay Jopg Jt^e. : J^g»^to 




ibgtxjf.the biihop ofhtmAKi^he ^ <)ut m the 

^gioning of May, and iWe^t b^ 1«i^,^^q<^ 



i^^er ,td,|^ the Alp» tfasln truft his life tt> the 
mercy of ttie fea. Iii eroding Lombardy hd 
turned out of the road to make a rifit to Azon 
aQ|Correge at Parmoi 

on^ with his brotEefs, lM^d jtil^ gaineid 4 
viHoo^ . p vcr the party that oppofed them ^ in 
Parma,' and befought Petrarch to ftay andett^ 
Y with them the peace and felicity . they had 
tallied. He rexcufed himfelf, from the tiear 
lieliaa to cardinal Colonna; but they were ft 
premns;, that he wrote the fQilowin^ ktter to 
t^ie' cardinal V i . ' .,. :.''•; 

. ' Ketnriung fK)m\Ro]me with hir cx&wfi, I 
fxime tp vifit your friehds^ at Parnxa, who baT^ 
Heii^ted thbir endmies^and are now in peaceable 
pbi^fiion of this city, I was folicitbus'to giv^ 
you this information, from which I knoW jfbu 
will deriYe much pleafure. .This, city ha3 
chaaiged its' face; peace, liberty, and jufticc, 
which were baniihed, are returned,' and thdj by 
otmt pe6ple is inconfceivable, ' I could not rc- 
lift tKe entreaties of your friei>ds, yf%a ihiiftdd 
^iHout^bafs the liidirder with them/ ^iMt 
pofinms arid goodnefs urge the impbffibfllfy 
of parting^Yroiii iiic fborierV but in whatcari "I 
^ uteiul id tJ^em' ? ' Born as I am for folitude, 
and Ibkid .-of leilure, I fly th^ npife of cities, and 
&ek thaifilence.of the field:^, YPur/friendSi 
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who know my.fentimciits, aflutc mc of perfc^ 
tnnquillity when time fliall have calqaed the 
preient emotions of joy. Yoi^ will fee me again 
in the beginning of winter; .fooner, if .you 
command, later, if fortune will have it .fa' 

Nothing could bei happier than the firft year 
of the government of the Corregcs. at; FdJ^m^ ; 
they afted as fathers^ not mail:ers> and %jitmm£^ 
tered juftice with great wi£loizi ; tfhey fiappreff-r 
ed all efxorbitant taxes, and enriched thofe^ f«i^ 
milies whom the avarice of their cnemjles had 
reduced to beggary. Petrarch was in a.vtnan'? 
ner ai!ociat;ed with Azon and his brothers } and 
they did nothing without contifultiiag hhn^ 
which not a little flattered his Iel£-Wv4. And 
ibon after his arrival at Parma, theto hftpi^oed 
a fingular circtimftance which did not contri-^ 
bute to leffenit. ' , 

A fchoolmafter of PontremoU, old. andi&id# 
who knew Petrarch only by fame, was de&rou5 
to fee him, as he expreffed it ; and being' in- 
formed he was at Naples, he fet out on fiaxht for 
that place, fupporting himfelf on his fqn's^fl:i£ivl|' 
der. But he got there too late, for Petrarch, wai 
already fet out for Rome. The king being ac-' 
quainted with the motive of his Jduiney^ Jiad i, 
mind to fee him. He appeax^ed a ifdrt io£Jmonfi 
fter ; his face reiembled one . whioh. fir as jn 



bircmze at Naples. ' The king faid to fiim, ^ If 
you have fo much ambition to' behold l^ttrarcli, 
you mull: make haftc and feek him in Italy, for 
he will not make a long ftay ; and if you mifs 
him there, you will be obliged to go to Franci 
to fatisffy your curiofity.' ^ I muft abfolutely fee 
him before I die/ replied the old man; *I would 
go and feek him in the furtheft Eaft, if it was 
aeceflkry, and death would give me time for fo 
long a j<iufnpey/ The king, admiring his cii- 
thuliafm, gave him money to defray his ex- 
•pemscsL 

^ He ^ent immediately to Rom?, and, not 
finding Petrarch there, he came back to Pontrc- 
^fSfie^l^; but, when he heard he had flopped at 
"Parma, he refolved to let out again and leek 
iiitu there : to do this he muft crofs the Appe- 
nines. The fnows with which theic moun- 
talhs were entirely covered did not deter him. 
He thought it neceflary to announce himfcif 
by foi33C verfes, which he fent to Petrarch^ atul 
they were not bad ones. 

When he arrived at Parma he was led to 
Petrarch's houfe, and as foon as he was near 
him, he gave himfelf up to the moft exceffive 
tranfport^. He was lilted up by his Ion and 
oive of his Icholars, that he might erfibr^ce a 
head which, he faid^ had conceived fuclr noble 

3 
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ideas. He then took die hand of Pe^wcb; 
emd iaidf ' iJtt.mc kifs that hand which has 
written iuch dehghtful things.* He pafled 
three days at Parma, full ^f thia cothuit^fm : 
this iingularity excited the curiplily of the in*- 
habitants of that city. As the WmA iImri had 
always a crowd about biiti) fee ikid one daf to 
Petrarch^ ' I fear I am a burden tp yo9» but I 
^cannot fatisfy myfelf with beholding yoii, and 
it is but jtift you ihould fufier tne to ^rnjoy a 
pleafure fot which I have travelled fo far* The 
word beholdi in the mouth of a blind nuuh 
having raifed peals of laughter in tlm peofile 
aroixnd him, he turned towarda P0tr4rch» mH) 
faid, ' I take you for my witness ; is it net 
true that, blind as I am» I fee you betttrl^MP 
all thofe laughers who look at you with bolh 
their eyes ?' 

Azon, the moft generous of fneti, enchai)tad 
with the difcourfe of this good old man, and 
with his paffion for Petrarch, overwhelmed hirti 
with prefents, and he returned. to Pontremoli 
highly gratified* 

Petrarch, though extremely Aattercd by thfl 
friendihip fhewn him, was glad to ileal frpita 
public life as often as he could, ond to wander 
in the fields and woods, which were his i^catefl: 
delight. One day, led on by his love of e«3r- 



'i^lhrnshtgata from B&riha, aiitl fou^^ himSsli 
tmtofik&mmnd the iM^s tM itH CITalpm^ Q«54. 

c4i»gbaKitlit» iddfcdptiaa x>f the Irlgyc? j» i i$t^r 

•,iq^«^ •Iboher ;ib^ assents to -ih^ ^x(^ frs^ 
.ike t^k of the fuh. Thb frelh Ub^iq^s i^oh 
da&dcMi' iAom the sadghlpogidng movififaiPi^ 'and 
Ipaif Iklife Tiaindets- irimii -vrJA^ »k>og, ^ja^pfV^ 
teli&AMAddt'lteatt, Ifi^^f!$a(C9ft4i;(iugl)jE^(t3Me 
iviitll ift iriwKigrs fGDTiwi3c4 mtk ^ :fi>ft Vtjsr^wic, 
naM i^Mimdkfl WHish j|9«v(f^(6' H<«$ all JbuiMfU 
'UNblfcds -vTaible /cnit iksir d(f)i\g$« j»|id t^^tV t^^ 
^evcty iatt jker ipttrtiog idwii»t. j^f^^rie I)j^ 
(MHIed in tfae anaid41e xtf this /cnre^ ;fi tlp^^vtre, 

^dbt8. ' The mflOing iof /the leavesi^ iihip Aflgillg 
^"ttib '^fipHs^ <and ^e jmiriauis of ;tke *£kr£ftF|(, 
%ivke *0 tepofe. *Tb€ eartdt exhales a^iqpiieiilHs 
odoiil*. ' It is the theatre of Elyfiuxn* ,j^|i|i 
Mfet^* ^epnerds and labourers iri^vere jSus ^red 
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ibme veries with a facility I had never before 
experienced/ 

This fine iituation revived fb ifax>ngly in the 
mind of Petrarch his tafte for iblitude^ that be 
was obliged at his return to Parma to feek a 
little houfe in a remote place, where he irngbt 
be at ea(e, and (heltered from the cerc^monies 
of public life. He foimd one at the end of the 
city, near the abbey of St. Anthony, which per- 
fc&Xy iiiited him. It had a garden watered by 
a little river. 

* I have,' fays he, * a country in the middle 
of the town ; and a town iii the mkLft of the 
fields. When I am tired with being alone, I 
have only to ftep out, and I find fbciety imme- 
diately ; when I am weary of the world I re- 
enter my houfe, and again poflefs the delimit 
of iblitude. I enjoy here a rcpofe, which the 
philofbphers at Athens, the poets on Parhaflm, 
and the anchorites in the deferts of Egypt, 
never knew. O Fortune ! leave in peace a 
man who wifhes to lie concealed. Go out of 
his little houfe, and attack the palaces of 

kings.' 

He was fo pleafed with this cottage that 
he determined to purchafe and rebidld it, as 
we fee in a letter of his to WUliam de Pa- 
flrengo: 
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* Are you etihoun to kftow -what I think, 
tVbat I wiihi what I do ? The life which I 
lead at prefent if a iearch aftier repofe ; and not 
flattering myftlf I iball find it on earth, I feci 
without fear thit I ain taking hafty fteps to^- 
"vrards the manfiond of death. I would leave 
the priibn in which my foul i^ confined. 

' I dwell at Parma, and pais my life in the 
chilrrch> or in my garden ; tirtfd of the city, I 
wander oft intd the woods; Though fortune 
tiiftats mfe more favourably, I have jiot changed 
my nmnner of livihg; I wOrt with ardour at 
my Africa^ without expeding , iiiy other re- 
ward but a vain and traiifitory glory. True 
glory> I know it well, is the reward of* virtue 
akMiCv I Mve built a fmall houfe, fuch as fuits 
the mediocrity of my flation. There is little 
marble to be.feen in.it: I wifh I waa nearer 
your fine quarries, or thUt at lead the Adige 
b«(ine to bathe our walls. The verfes of Ho- 
race have cooled toy ardour for building ; they 
(Krefent to me my bull and my laft dwelling; 
and I rieferve my ftones for my monunient. 

' If I perfceive a little chink in my new walls, 
I find fault with the mafons, and they reply, 
that all the art of man cannot render them 
fitmer ] that it is not aftonilhing new founda- 



-^ohs ftidald give way a littte; tii^t mottal 
Wids CMi build nothiiig tliat Will be tfverlaiJ* 
ing ; and, in fine, that my houfe will be df 
longer dur^ion than myfelf and my fucccflbis. 
"Penetrated witii the truth of their obfervations, 
? blnihed, and faid to myfelf, " Foolilh man! 
make -fere thie foundations of thy earthly ta^ 
%emac!e, w*idi is fidlitig to decay I Render 
*hat firm while it is yet in thy "power. Thy 
%ody will fall befwe thy building, and Iboft 
fhaTtthb^ be forced to quit both dwellings." 
^ '^ T^^t tt&e^ons would muke me fendunc5s 
-tnfy 'd€^gn, if ihame did not retaki ciie ; would 
iMt the piSferigei^ lacfgh at me wheh th^ ob- 
^trVeA my Walk han^ng in the ait ? I pro^ 
^ceed tbieyeifoi'e, and liaften my vmk : but I aift 
Undetermined. Sometimes I content myktf 
mn^ a Iktfe liMife tikis that in t4e garden ijf 
<?i*iu&, or ^Aat in the fidd of the old man of 
^lirtfom Virgil ^aks in his Georgics. Sothe- 
'times I give way to the idle fancy of raifmg my 
*houfe to the clouds, and furpaffing even the 
buildings of Babylon and Rome. The momerit 
vaster 1 bttcHtOit modeft again, and hate every 
'ideathaEt fevoun of luimryand pride. Thus 
^does my foul float in perp^ual uncertainties^ 
-and ktiows not where to fix* To fee <>th^» 



^itated in the iame ms^nner b all npiy CQnfch?i 
latiQB ; and I la^gh ^t tb0m> ^ niyfelf^ aa4 ^1 
thje world/ 

After having viewed Petrarch fqt 2l loj^g 
time fufrounded with agreeable ol^e<^ and. 
flattering events, vre mull now turn tQ a Jefe 
pleaiing pidlure, and ice him bewailiiig thft 
death of fevcral of his beft ftienda. . 

The firft of thefQ wa$ Thomas de Cak»ii» 
with whom he had ihidied at Bologna, ^19^ 
always kept up a correfpondence. He died ab 
Meilina, his native place, on his return ^m a 
journey he made to Lombes, to pafi ibme tima' 
with James Colonna. It was this journey 
which prevented his being at Rome at the co- 
ronation of Petrarch, who learned this melan-*^ 
choly news by letters from the brothen^ df 
Thomas, They wrote to him tp beg him t^ 
write hi? epitaph. This w*» PetFWchj ^Hf 
fwer: 

^ We were of the fame age, and (he iame 
opinions ; we puriiied the fanie fhidies, h^d tht 
fame difpoiitions, and aimed i^t the (^m^ ei^f 
Never was there a jftri<fter nnion, or greater 
fimilarity. When I leam?d that I had loft the 
better part of myfclf, life became a burden tci 
me ; I wilhed to die, but could not. I had a 
vialcnt fever, which brought my end in vi««r j 
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but it was only a glimmering of fiiturity. I 
was at the gate of death, aiid found written 
thereon, " Return ! Thy hour is not yet come/*^ 
I came back to life with this coniblation, that I 
could not be detained long. • I know that Sene- 
ca iay s, it is abiurd to deiire what it is in 
our power to obtain ; but though I admire the 
genius of this philofbpher, I think often very 
differently' from him ; and< above all, g^ this 
fubjeA, where his fentimcnts are ill-foun4c4 
and carry no weight/ 

The biihop of X^ptibes wrote at this times 
to Petrarch, to compli^nept him upon his cp-j 
jronation iii the following iinguiar ilyle : 
. * If all the parts of rny bodj ^^erc fo many 
tongues; if all th^ voices which have ^\ct exiiie^ 
were to cry out tpgether ; they wovild not c;;x- 
prefs the joy I fplt when | leari^ed that Jthc 
young Florientine popt had been crowned with 
laurel ip. the capitol/ 

. This prelate prcflcd Pettarch in the moft 
earned rnanner to come and fee him at Lpm-. 
bes, and officiate as canon in his church. Per 
|:rarch hacl promifed to go tl^e beginriing of the 
year following ; and he looked forward v^fith 
joy to tlifi^t time, when he fhould have finilhed 
his Africa,, and fhould lay that and his crown 
together at the feet of the man whom he 
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adored. He had even formed a projeft of fet- 
tling entirely near this amiable friend, when he 
received the melancholy news that the biihop 
was dangeroufly ill at Lombes. 

This information alarmed him exceedingly: 
he fiuduated between fear and hope. * One 
night in my fleep/ fays Petrarch, 'I thought I 
faw the biihop walking alone, and croffing the 
ibream that watered my garden. I ran to him, 
and aiked him a thouiand queftions at once, 
^' From whence came you ? Where are you going 
fo faft ? Why are you alone ?" The bifliopi re- 
plied with a fmile, ^^ Do you recoUeft the 
^mmer you paflcd with me on the other fide 
the Garonne ? The climate and the manners of 
Gafcony difpleaied you, and you found the. 
ftorms of the Pyrennees infupportable. I now 
think as you did. I am weary of it myfelf. I 
have bid adieu to this barbarous country, and 
am returning to Rome." He had continued 
to walk on while he fpake thelc words, and 
was got to the end of the garden. I attempted 
to join him, and begged that I might at leaft 
be permitted the honour of accompamring him. 
The bifhop gently put me back with his hand, 
and changing his countenance and the tone of 
his voice ; *' No," faid he, " you muft not come 
If^rith me at prefent." After having faid this^ 
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be looked iledfafllj at nxe ; alid then it wasi 
that I faw on his face all the ii^is of ^ath. 
The fudd^n fli6ck of thia %ht caiifed xxie to 
cry aloud, and awaked me ffdm my ileep. I 
matked the day, and related the circumftances 
to the friends I had at Parma, and wrote an ac- . 
count of it Co my other friends in m^ny dif- 
ferent pldccs. Five and twenty days after this 
I receivdd the mournful news that the biibop of 
liombed was dead, and found that he died on 
the very day tliat I had feen him in vifion in 
my garden.' ' This iiilgular aaeident/ ikys he 
to John Andrci ^ gives me no more faith in 
dfedms than Cicero^ who as well as myielf had 
a dream confii^med by the event/ 

Mow heavy was this loft to Petrarch ! How 
many others likewife were fuifbrefs on thi& 
dccg^fiom I The houfe of Cotonna, of whom the 
blfliop was the fu^oit^ the joy, the conibla* 
tions the city of Rome, which looked upon 
him as its guardian^ and tutelar angel : the 
^ourt of Avignon^ where he had many rela* 
tioni, admirers, and friends : in fine, his epifn 
copal to^n^ where he was universally loved and 
reipeifledi He h&d behaved in this deiert place 
with {o m\ich dignity and condeicex^ilonji that, 
every perfcte of iXMife(juence, except himfelf^ 
w%d 9^^amed to lee him fixed there^ He was 



Ill* PETRARCH,. i^^ 

contented with his lot^ aud macceflible to ^nt^ 
bition : he confidercd the honours of this world 
as the precipices of virtue, and Ihunncd them 
with as much care as others purfue them. The 
patriarchate of Aquilea becoming vacant at the 
time he was at Rome^ he was named for it bj 
the nobili^ and the people. But he wrote ta 
his brother dxe cardinal^ that they muft not 
think of him for that placc^ for he would not 
accept of it. The jealoufy and avarice of the 
Gafcox\s, who filled the court of Romc^ and 
diihorbed the Italians, had at firil iufpended hh 
elevation; but his virtue and merit roic ia 
high> that lie would certainly have been raifcA 
to the purple, if death had not flopped him ia 
the nxidfl of his career. 

A little time before he died he Wrote to the 
cardinal his brother, concerning reports which 
had been fpread of his approaching elcvatioa. 
The cardinal fcnt this letter to Petrarch, who 
could not read it without Ihedding a torroit of 
tears. 

' Every line of it,* fays he, ' breathes mp-» 
dcily ; the love of moderation ; freedom frcwn 
ambition ; and contentment with his lot. It| 
it are the principles of the fovmdeft philofophy, 
expy^ed in th? moft npbje and exad mannc^. 
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What a man ! And muft fuch men, who ought 
to live for ever, die Iboner than others V 
' * We have lived too long/ fays he to Le- 
lius, who had received the laft breath of this 
amiable prelate. ' We have loft the beft of all 
mafters, the tendereft of aH fathers. What Ihall 
I do ? What will become of me ? I am at 
Parma only a bird of pafTage. Shall I go to 
Lombes, where I am a canon } It is an ocfious 
climate^ a barbarous country, and I have loft 
the only perfon that could render that fituation 
agreeable* How can I look upon that tomb 
where all my hopes lie buried ? How IhaJl I ever 
bring myfelf to kifs the hands of a proird pre- 
late, a barbarian, inftead of thofe of the arniable 
m?fter \ have Ipf^? ShaH I go to Avignon, and 
refume my place in the court of our (cardinal? 
How mournful will that fituation be, noyv it i% 
deprived of its greateft ornament 1* 

Lelius Ji^d inherited from his anceftors an 
attachment to the houfe of the Colonnas, but 
he went beypnd tljem in this attachment, and 
had devoted himfelf particularly to the bifhop, 
whom he attended every where, and could 

find no confolatio^ for tl^e Ipft of fuch a 
feiend. 

A rumour was fpread, th?Lt c^r4inal Colonna^ 
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ktendcd to remove the body of his brother 
from Lombes to ^omc. On this matter Pc-. 
trarch fays to him, ^ Pivided between a city 
of which I am a citizen, aqd a church in which 
I a4n>a canon, I know not what couniel to give 
you.' Three years after this tlie remains of 
this great prelate were carried to Rome, and 
received with a great deal of veneration. 
. Itva letter to the cardinal, Petrarch declaims 
very much againft a fuperilitious cufiom which 
feigned at that time, and above all in die courfi 
i)£ the pope ; and which he wi(hed to baniih 
irpm i^c houie of the cardinal. In fpeaking of 
9^ maa lately dead, they pronounced only the 
firft fyUables of his name, and made ufe of 
ibme epithet before them, as unhappy, unfpr-« 
tunate. 

• ^ Shew no fiich weakneis!' fays he to the 
pardinal ; * iupport this lols with courage 3 
you aari? expofed to public view, you ought to 
be rnore obfervant of your condu<ft than 
another; and as your name, your rank, and 
your ai^ions, have fet you up for an example, 
become alfoi in this inftancc, a model worthy 
the imitation of all the world,' 

No one will fuppofe that, after the death of 
the bifliop,* Petrarch had any difficulty in re- 
nouncing . his canopry at Lombes. He parte4 
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vith it entirely 9 and was well recompen£&c^ hy 
the archdeaconry of Parma> which jvdk then- 
became raeant. 

As it was the firft dignity of the chisiFch at 
Parma, next to the mitre, k conne^^ed hin> 
much with the bifhop, Hugoliii do Boffi had 
governed this church eighteen years ; axul> aaf 
he was of that illuftrious family which had ^ 
long difputed the lof dihip of Parma with the 
hoc^e of Correge, Petrarch feared this prcl^tts' 
WQiiid be difpleafed to fee at the head of hi» 
chapter a man whom he beli^vcsd 4^voted tar 
his enemies, and who had pleaded theif cauie. 
againft his family in 1335^ as has been htG^txp 
oi)fcrvcd. But Hugolinj who was full of fweet- 
ncfs (md equity, not only did not ea^p^efs tho 
leaft refentment towards Petrarch,, but gavo 
him a vei}^ favourable rw^ptiontke firft time 
he faw him> md afterwards the moft pattering 
difti»6ion^ It wa3 lemarfeed, in fpeaiing of 
that caufe, that Potr^rch h^ ?^y$>id^ with 
great circumfpeftiop faying a^y thing againft 
^i&preUte, who was prefcnt;,. aad wKofc birth 
mid Yi|tuQ& he refpeded. 

Petrarch's tears were fcarcely dri^d up fof 
the bifliop of Lomb^s, when they wefc »?g|iin 
called forth for another dear friend. 

i^j^z. At the beginning of this yew ds»tll 
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<icprived him of that ^iie man, who had beeii 
his dtre^f and hk friend^ the good father 
£>eimis, whom king Robert had drawn to Na- 
J>ie$. This prince cooiferred upon him, by Jearc 
of the pope, the btihopriie of MonopoU, which 
became vacant ibon aiter his arrival at Napfes. 
He did ^6t long enjo j this dignity ; he died at 
^a^es tlie 14th of Jaxmary, m the paiace of 
itingRobert, 

* 1 would wiccp/ iays Petrarch, ^ in » letter 

%o kiiig Eobert, but Iksme aieid grief prevenlt 

tnc. I knew htioK that tbo^e is tio feaonty 

^ainft ^ath. Of this inxth we have tmw a 

^elanc^blypr()df 1 H^ has taken from.ltaly*a 

toan ^tdr whom he ou^t to kai% had %io 

power, and whofe name ^31 live, for cvtt^ 

This learned man, who (b well underftood both 

nature and the world, muft think this life of 

little nKimeizL fie has loft ^nothing by death ; 

and, though happy on earth becaufe he pof- 

feifed your love, he wiH be touch 4iappier in 

heave6> whither he m traifiSi^ed. 

'it ss I who fupibr ; k is ^sAy, it is liis 

€0Untty, that is deprived of & great im oroa- 

ment. It is the world whom death has yobbed 

^of an ^b\m^nt ibmfce ^ tru(th ttnd >kiX0w- 

ledge. 

* B*lt it is you, 'dk 4ifeil: of princes -I who are 
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thft moft deeply afib^led vrith this lbl6.^ The 
ibciety of father Dennis was the charm ailfd 
comfort of yoiu: lift^. Wbofe cotfrerfktibns 
were more entertaining^ mild^ arid ufeful ? 
Whom could you find fo worthy to Uftcn to 
you, or fo capable of comprehending the myite^^ 
Irics of heaven, when you vouchlafed to difpla3r 
your eloquence and extenflve knowledge ? If^ 
great princes may be allowed to indulge tbcir^ 
tears, you cantiot tefufe them to father Deni»srr. 
Mu&s ! join your teaars to mine ! and weep 
with me the lois of a . fevourite ^fo ileaivr-ra^ 
faiwourite who did you fo much honoi^ IvJ^ 
all Pamaflus raoum, aiid refound with jm^ 
latnentations ! Infpire me with fome Y#r£is t«i 
en^ave upon his tomb V - :> \ 



tt*ltAl>H OiJ FATfiER PESTNIS.- 

* Here lies father Dennis ; the; flower of 
poets ; the fearcher into futurity ; the gloi^ 
of Italy. A faithful friend ; mild and amiifeie 
in fociety ; his foul and his countenance weref 
always ferene ; and, notwithftandirig the eldva- 
tion ^f his mind and the luftre- of his. clo** 
quence, he was always modeft and condefGc«*4"'- 
ing. Among the ancients he would have been 
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a rate, dmbng t^e modems he was an Unequal* 
led, charaftcr/ 

Th^e accumulated lofies made ib fbrong an 
impre(&on upon Petrarch, that he could not 
open a letter without apprchenfion and fean 
Had it not been for the^ difl:reflcs> he wotild 
have led at Parma a tranquil and agreeable 
iife. This city is finely fituated on the Po, in a 
valley which lies between the Alps and the 
Apennines, below the caicades of the one and 
the Sunders and torrents of the other. It is 
fummnded with a rich and fruitful plain, ithere, 
xAicrifhed by the influence of the fun and the 
w^ers, the vine, the elm, and all ibrts of fruit 
and grain, flourilh together. 

Petrarch divided hb time betweeh his churchy 
where he filled up with honour his ofHce of 
archdeacon, and his clofet, where he principally 
worked at his Africa. He feldom went to 
make his court to his lords, who nevertheless 
treated him with great refpcA. He had not 
been a year in this city when thp orders of l^is 
iuperiors obliged him to quit this fituation, and 
return to Avignon. It is not clear from whence 
thefe orders came, or what could be the foun-? 
dation of them. It is probable that .cardinal 
Cdlonna, with v^hom Petrarch had promifed 
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to pafi the -winter^ iiimiii i Mif. d liim to keep iub 
word* 

}ttippeaT5> hoiwrevrr^ fcknt lie tnaspiicd xmich 
n^nft lus wiU, iby the bittor coinplainits^ be 
jnakes to Baiiaatm of Sukxionei 

^ I am forced/ fef$ be, ' to ctofe the A%& 
lidfi>re the ftin has meked the ibows which 
cowr fhem. I muft return to the h^nks df 
4ht Bhone^ and to thofe infadioais places whjudi 
me the receptacle df isvcry evil. What a tkf- 
ibnfl K ioctone ebms jsk: a gm^re iamij own 
xxiimtry; iet mc he pcxmhted to ^xk xmcxmda: 
dJiepofe'! 1 OQa&nt to iiTe and to die in A&ica» 
ammng Jts fecpesits ; -upon Caucaius, or;Adas7 
if, while I live, I majr he allowed to hccsthe a 
foift ^, and, aifter my deaths a Iktk^co^aer of 
l4ic »eai1^» whwe i may bcftow tny b^y-: dm 
isiffil-d&; l>ut^hkI<»aiiort:dbtain. .Doomed 
tiways 1x) wander, and to be a ftrangcr ^vcty 
w?iere, oh Foftimel Forttmel Sx me at Idli: to 
femeipot. I do iH>t -covet thy favoters ; -let me 
t:r^oy a tnmqtiH *povtJrty ; tet me pafs 4n this 
letreat the ibw days that remain to me. Mow 
mrferdbte arc wc! Nothing is certam in t?ws 
world. The i?vheel of forttmc is. for everin 
m^otion ; wc tremhie on ks •fotnmit*; in iktc 
middle we are iufpended ; and-ittthe 4<9ttoni 



w€ are tramj>lcd upon. I have plcafed myfelf 
below ; yet am agitated as if ia the cloxuds/ 
To lio apd ha»ve I avoid^ed elevations ; thi$ i& 
what I have a loiog time complained of ; but 
my compl^nf s have been in vain. 

^ When yf^ fail upon the ocean, tempcft3 
and IJiipwjJecks are to be expeftcd : but to be 
expofcd to hurricanes on the land, to be fwal-- 
lowed up by the Waves of a brook, this is mon- 
ftrous indeed. I am again obliged to quit my 
country, and thole friends who are dear to me/ 
1 am ordered to take a fiife route ; but the enemy, 
occupies /ev€:ry roa^, I muft go through the 
Tridetitum of the Alps, crof&the lakes of Ger- 
many, and pafs the Danube and the Rhinfe 
near their fources. . Alas ! I muft obey, and 
fubmit to the yoke. Fortune had forgot me f. 
and I paffed a year in tranquillity. It is her 
plcafure now to force me from a fwect repofe, 
and plunge me again into a frightful chaos t 
How happy are you, ray dear Barbatus ! Take 
my advice, and never quit your Jncft/ : . ' 

Petrarch fet out for Avignon in 134^ ;i gmd 
it was a great joy to him when he arrived there,' 
to find; his two friends ,LeHus and Socrates, 
who came to live with the cardinal after the 
death of the bifliop of Lombes. The.intoonfof 
thefe three friends became ftroiiger t&sy:! evejr.' 

VOL. I. o 



Socmtes in particulk# gare hiiti^lf tf AtiKly ta 
Pdtra^di, and never quitted him eir&i tvh<sn h^ 
l^^eiit td Vauduft, whcr* few of' his dthelr 
friehds h£i!d the; c6itfage t4 kHiow him. 

Soon after his return to Avignowf, Fetrafch 
was fv^itrteik to a great etent. Benedict ^ll; Had 
firf fbnte 'years had a fiihila in hid teg, whklf^ 
oUigid hinl to ke^hii cbamb^f^ At ike p^- 
ftitioct of the cardinilfr, h« held fstht doA^^ene^ 
ftoted on hii bt;d, a^cofding t^ tb^ cuflom of 
that tfge. The difch^fge b«iiig fiM^ thatr 

iiild fhmw it back mt4 tht blood, \rhei^ it 
ffidcl^ (Udh hkV^oG as t^ |thr^^tgfi i Vtsf tpb^dy 
dcatb^ Htfdreh perc^irmg ihsk BcM^iA"^^ 
AMmCfttd wdte coinu:^ ^h, W)f<^i$ the ^ll^Wing 
Ipttcr to t&e txilhcjp of Civailteh I ' ' ,^ 

* What atd yxm doing, my fathSir ? -j^^. 
*f^h«l ^»k jTou wiil be the eiid t)i the pre^ri^ 
feHQ^feft ? Shall we ^ain the port, or be fwal^ 
liiWd :ti^ t^ the ifravCT B The veffel tam^i 
withftand tfie Mkrwk The Wind i» vioient i 
fii0 tosrers are without bltperi^tk:^) tfl^,ihe 
yik/ti ds^ptfing'tfa^ niks of hi» art, itialt^'Mi 
faft tow&rds the Uxki, \iirhfch ia thit' toek' «l^n§-f ' 

Mi oflfanp ahd ftodrs hlsv^<$ii^ t^ Wdttdii^| 
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TvtYi of witt«, wptgfced down Ky age^ ovcr- 
poWcted With dfowfinefe; befhiggcrs^ Itcflecpa^ 
and is felKf>g mHi> the fea. A^d wouM to 
hearen fee fell alone : wf)«Id tQ God tha* eH» 
heaventy Father, feeing us erring without a 
pilot, in an agitated fea, would himielf conduA 
the baxk which he has purchafed with la gt eat 
a price I 

* Sttclt is the condition we are thremvi) tnCqi 
by the Ignorance of our pilot What de> I fty > 
Mis mdolence, his blindnefe, his ihameful ftu- 
plcfity, and his paflfion for a yrlc and ftomay 
country. Ah ! why did they take htm fmn 
his faiiicr*s plow, to commit to him a govern-^ 
ifeen£ of which he was fo incapable > But h^ 
is '^oing to reqeive the fecompenie h« merits. 
This man, the jeft of all parties, the objeA ol 
inc^flant ridkuk, will foon become the prey 
ef fea-Vvx)Iyes. 

/ What will become of us ? We me^ feek 
a'pWk that may lave us in our ftupwreck, 
<!>trr confblation is, we can fcarcdy find ftrcH 
another pilot ; if we could, we ihould be hA 
for ever. If you alk what is my opinion^ I 
(ihink wc ought to come and fettle in ycmr 
ceuntrjr, and thus Ihclter ourlelves fiote the 
approaching tempeft. Eefle^ upon theft, 
tiings/ 

Q z 
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This pontiff defplfed Italy, and^v^asthetc- 
forc dctcfted by Petrarch. Bcntdift carried 
this Contempt to fuch a height, th;at one day 
iotnc eels being fent him from the lake of Bol- 
iena, of a prodigious ,fize and exquifite flavour, 
he diftributed moft of them among the car- 
dinals, rdferving for himfelf but a very fmall 
portion. Some days after this, the cardinals 
goiiig according to cuftom to attend upon him 
at dinner, he laid to them in a jeering man- 
ner, ^ Gentlemen, if I had tailed the eels be- 
fore I fent them, you would not have had io 
large a fliare ; but I confefs I did not believe 
that Italy produced anything that was good.' 
Cardinal Colonna, who was prefent, reddened 
with anger, and could not help Replying; that 
he wais allonilhed one who had rc«id {o many 
books as his holinefs, lllould be ignorant that 
Italy was the mother of every thing that was 
excellent. ' . 

BenediA died the a5th of April, 1342, and 
waa interred at Notre-Dame, where his mo- 
miment is now to be feen- A contemporary 
^utbor alTures us, that a monk, who had been a 
brpth^r in the fame convent with Benedrd^ 
faid to him Ibme time before his dpath, ' ^STou 
y^iH die. loon if you do not amend your life/- 

The holy fee was vacant only thirteen days. 
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AU the iuffirages werc united in Pierre Roger, 
cardinal of Aquilea^ who took the name of Cle- 
mcnt VI. He was of an ancient family, and 
hadt pafled through many honours, as the pro* 
vifOT of the Sprbonne, the archbilhoprics of 
Sens and Rouen, and the chancellorfhip of 
Paris, having the feals conferred on him by- 
Philip of Valois ; after which Benedid: XIL 
made lum cardinal in the promotion that took 
place in 1 338 . The coronation of this pope wa$ 
conduced with great pomp, and was perform-^ 
ed;the 19th of May, in the church of the Do- 
minicQ^ns. John duke of Normandy, eldeft 
ibni of .tfee king of Prance, James duke of 
Bourbon, Philip duke of Burgundy, Humbert 
dataphin of Viennois, and feveral other great 
lords, ^fliftedat the ceremony. 
•.. ![Hie court of Rome immediately changed 
its appearance, and there was a magnificence 
and luxury unknown in the preceding pontifi*- 
cates, , dement VI. was condefcending, frank, 
T^oble, and generous. He had the tafte and 
ma,nners of a nobleman who had always^ lived 
. in ^he poiirts of v princes. No fover?igri of his 
time appcaTied with niore eclat, or diffiafed h|a 
fevours with more grace or liberality. Nothing 
-equalled the fumptuoufhefs of his furniture, 
ihe <fcUcacies of hi? table, or the iplcudpuy c£ 



K¥e a^vloQg imiie^ whafc i&okty inni^ed bm^, 
ixdiA ittot think ^c ftvpacy-oki^^ \am tp 
liker Jb^ ttStfaimcr of Ufe. Tbe^ cantii^med ^a 
tofit Mm las lo^td. Iti tmth iim dI4 not add 
to the ^Qoontm -^^ ofnat, htt it KHadercid.^ 

. !i?fafes |)(9fpe ^ftd igreat ^^yiti^ but ua^x* 
OBfiiiNe^iQXitEt^taf chttscAQG, whk^h ijfitti^bdjlAkisi ita 

toCHteft. Hi& «€)|i0ta^9n ;for ^/eniesofyy f and »hi^- 
jnelFOleoet^^ -t^g&tlntr ^kh -^ bwU of uwitatioa 
Itiaat 1^ ipWbiifif ed; 'dre^ t^ Avignon ^hi^ year 
^m^^ -tisin ^ ^Hundred ,tb9ui^t;wd ixifoh;^^, vrhm 

It would be hard 4x> ^^<e crcdk to 1^^ if y^« 
fiid rOot jreaelle&.thatdiis {^xedeceilbr.kft a^gveat 
iHKsibb'r ^f :bmieiiocs vacai;v(^ becauic, as he 
Mi,' ^ fyuad TBo,parian worthy ±o JJU tbeii^ 
jQlacdent VJ.>C)Miqgbt ^nd Bfted ia a jyery4if- 
fimet^ iili9Qhec. H^ haads wgxc «ev/er 4]pci;w 
teid kis fai\n3t(rit6 ?i&a:»ina "rt^as, ' T^ha^ ^i^^^fie 
Abtdd fdcfazt uni^tis6ed ^^«^dm ^he ^^kcs^ ^4>f a 

- iA$ ifoon as th^ <wseire 4nfQiinbBd«it.J^^ 
4dbe 'i^<9tioai ^ dif . Qomeodt^ "tht^. f^it a^ ibknuji 



Tb^ firfi. Ait he WQwW youi^Wafe I0 ftccepf 
&e ofice of fenator ; ' as 4)(^)ute6 on tjii$ hf,^ 
had oftep m%Ae tiiat cky a prey to cml waii, 
'Hie feconid, ^set lie would faaften die ze^ciW 
Mi&pqL€iit of tlie holy fee at Rome* And th*^ 
iMrdj l^at he would be plesfe^ to iseducc to 
4i%^ jceaiis tbe indulgence wbich pope BQmi- 
face Vlf I. iiad granted to dtkc okoircii^ and fixfll 
^t <an hundred years ; and that the xieafoa fior 
4ihis t^eir prayer was^ that jil the fakbftil 
)nigbt paf4^1(e of it, the tim^ a^^pomted ^r 
^oififace exQ^eding the ordi^iary term of ii&^ ' 

AiW tviiso months qo»£d6ra£ion the piapt^ 
returned this aiii^jcf : That, w to Mv &i^f h 
i>doiigdd to him a^ ibyereigm of fictme ; that 
J^ wouW ^rcmov^r accept the p^nimpad g^ren*. 
aneiU: in 'hi3 right as ca»&iad, withoi^t Jiadt 
^aiXmgAom his locereignty : that, as to^th^ ^ 
cond requeft, no one could be more dtfy^oxii 
«tban Mn|i<5lf ^ the f eturn- cf the 4iply ioe to 
iHbiDg^; hvft he could ^ot 4lix th^ <aii»4? 4]! ^thlp 
^iits of France and^n^and were in ^ moib 
^tnnquH ftate : and that with xef^poA to 4te 
jubilee, be granted with pfe^fure tlie Kduffiwi 
«they a&ed, and £xed his indulgence t^ p^ 
*turh -every * fifty years, 

Petrarch, who had obtained the 4igndty ^ 
^U^^kian ^itiiseii hj k«te»B fsActA nt ^ corona* 



jJOb • THB'»DIF^^OP BOOK 

ticm> wtis/THie^rdf tht^Kambii&dDroHicnt fiimb 
Romotbtpopcdemsnt; he ^miB;^nficd^^itlr 
NichblasrGabrtni/.codlcd Ricntk,*md appomte4 
tOimekcau oration bcfinre the pG^^; in this 
ipaeiirh he nfra4iis £ivoiidrite figvdre ^vviien 'fyeak^t ' 
ixig :tef Home ^ he* defcarktea an ' 6ld woman, 
"bowed downivrcth grief and : misfbitnne, wh^ 
comes to .thitew< her&lf at the feet of her hWV 
band. ^¥ou ^ded&r^d to &e fRe/i iau)»s ihe^ ^ when 
I WaS'inHbondage. to^ancAbcrj and { fear ^n^t 
being 'as» dear to you now I am* aguni become 
yotirs. ) Yorm judge not like the vulgar, vrhix de^ 
fire ardently ^hat they- have not, Mid wettfifily 
difgtufted with what they have/ ' ♦ • , *^ 

The rtfWard of ' this otatiofa, ■sVhieh Vaa^ u 
long one^and 'tery dry, was thfe ^prior^ of St- 
Nicholas, in the diocefe of ^Kfa; ^faich ftiti 
pope gave ta Petrarch the fixth of Oftoher, 

The pope granted two fmall favours M 
year' to two <^ Laura's children. He^ dau^tirir' 
Ertiieifienda was received into the toiiveiitXttf' ' ' 
St. Laurence, where ihe p^ofefled herfelf Ibine 
time after; and Audibert her fan was ap|}^ti^^^' 
ed to the catoonry^if Notffe Dame de^rBotej^^ 
Thefc children were aboirt ^welve ot^hiMeMjt 
years ef ago, ^ ' *'^. ' .. ■• • *- »li'^-^ 

We are now come to Rienzi,. Petrarc^s 
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coHeague, whoT'wa^^foan after ttbis Tsry fingu?* 
ladf diftis^iihed in the revolutnoais of Romtt 
Hk on^n and charadler ^^nete as follows. His 
iather kept a public^^houfe^ and hi& mother 
was a .waiherwooian. But he made up ^far 
the lownefs of his birth by the elevation of his 
wit and undcrftanding ; his imaginatioti wai 
lively aad briUktnt ; he liad a prodigious me^ 
mory, and arnatural eloquence "wfeicb drew af- 
ter him tine whole world* His parefnts, thou^ 
io meanly iituated, 4^ared Boi:hlQg in the courie 
of his education* . When the firft ftudies e£ 
gramibary^hd ribeteric had poliihed his mind, 
and improved his iHitiHal ekxpience^ he 9i:^died 
hinjiieJC^Q the ftudy of the Roman hiftoty, -and 
the ieMcb into its aiiitiqukLes/ to which he 
joiqed a» gfWt knowledge of the civil law, and 
the .4|:ight8 X)f the people. The commentaries 
of Caefer were much read, and much efteemed 

Ric^izi's ehthuiiafm for Rome tmited him 
firmly with Petrarch, and could be the Only 
fotmdation of a connexion between men of 

.^ch jdyfiereht cbaraiflers. fie fucceedcd alfo 
with Cidment, who admired his eloque^ice, and 
W?i8» sie¥er weary of his converfation» He had 
likewift^ ^t firft the good graces of c^dinal Co^ 




.TJ»« JW«Pt or BQtnt 

>Wt vVi^b h^ 'ftftsf wftfdft toil t>y ibstitrf^i^ 

ffipt-^cp^f^r^d vpcte Bkfiiii the i{>la«^ &( itotary 
«|:>B(Mi!ie^ wjbkb w» ct vcrfiuCTati^poft. Ttefe 
JK(QP)i{9 jpftv^fl ih« -wsy for tie )e«»fi»onftiw^ 

iii€^iff»i, nni dJlatif6&icd to jfai ^k;, ;!«& iisd 11; 
•Dt itt ibis pHwrer. • * 

fbmaie &k^ tanii it^ j&e JOcnartB 4i)f pni^ees, a ib^ 
fK&.9B^ polxtends of ixn^ani^er wi3«di iendemti^ 
him lo eirwj Qcue. W:ben lie t9C&ni^ te hmi^ 
td£ ttbe UQOMixiitdoQ fief 4ike gretttar pr^diefii^ 
J^*fill^sfy 'the dbHre be iiad '<xf beftoW-i^g 4a^ 
MMK^ ott wna .repfidfepled to him t&ait c£u^ ne^ 
4brves would produce great inconTenienees, ^aoA 
lA# Ihb ^preikodroiB'thiid not dared 4»> tmkc 
^^^m^ JieropUi^^^My^Bseiktdtbi^ 
fsh*t k iBds jto te p0p^ ' 

Jitowas w ^hp poA^<j«t^:<tf Ais ^bpe tiui^ 

ftoMntg JT^igacidA icsiaie ia± laft (to li»^ greateft 4ac^ 
j^ fd'}xmxrj3s^^^vA^q^^ <|^he aoo«HiuRf([$ 



V^cA of all decency oi^ this «tjr, ^areriiJJy jcopi^ 
£nved Jb^ ^itbpr iiwitei& .< . t 

On the .ictum of Pe|:fraui;ch tp Avigarav 
JLauJca hehay^d to hktx in ^ kinder nunnei; 
jRerh^ . a long abfcnce ni*de hex -feel mM$ 
kifGbi^ that ike was not tndifierent tp him) 
|iei;haps, too^ ^is nyutatJon made fouopfe icaprcjl^ 
iion .on Jier joiind. Howevier this wbs, ihf 
i^oikr of the ;p€^^ ^nd tbe Iund«i^ of iyaw% 
j:0ndej;cd Avignon Jaoi^e i^f^ef^ajble th^m Ai&^ 
to Petmrch. He paJSed the grcateil j^rt of 
this yc^ l^bere^ and wentrto VaucUi& hmt rfdr^ 
ikm^ and fox a Jflhort time ; axxd when he mt^ 
m that iblitiide, .he wowiis that hb ibiil syas ^gJr 
jways at Avignpn icvith Lanra- ^ 

Petrarch was .one day feated in n publiu 
place Jto wlxich he hocw .Latim would jComc{i 
and naeditating on his lofual {uhjc£t, with Ki^ 
<^es .f^gjed on the gjravmd^ whi^n ihe appeaa:e4 
iixddealy before Jhim, As foon as fee per^ive^ 
her, he j-ojfe, rand jnaddng her a J®w hpw^ wa$ 
going to ipeak. She call upon him a^kin^ 
Jk^k, T^^rned him the iame Xalutaticm, dBn4 
pafled alp^, iayi^gibycnething Jie did mat -perfv 
ft^ftly . hear. Thefe,, obliging . manaera £Uc4 
Jletrarch with i^xtareroe joy. 

At this time Petrarch made a rconme^^ 

3 
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with'Senniacio Delbcncy a Florentine of nobic 
births and who tfaroulccd 'the party of the G'l^ 
belins. t Thted is am anecdote relating to him 
whk:h*th|e .peo^or'of Floitencc fpeak of with 
indignation. Charles of Valois being lent to 
Plotenoe by pc^c B6niface VII L on public af- 
fairs, was much deKghted ivith the diverfion 
<rf hawking. Scnnucio had a countiy hottfe 
near the city; where Charles often went to re* 
frcih himfelf on thcie occalions, ^Sennucio 
acconimodated him in the beft manner he 
cbuld^ and as Aiited i gentleman of his rank. 
This hofpitality did not prevent the prfnct 
from femprifening him, becauie he was of the 
party oppofite to that he fa?voured, and con- 
demning him to pay a fine of four thoufand 
litres: his eftate alfb was confifcated. But 
by the favour of John XXII. Sennucio was re- 
cftablilhed in all his rights in the year rji^J. 
*He was attached to the Colonnas, and above 
till to cardinal John Colonna, which gave 
rife to the friendlhip between him and Pe-» 
trarch. 

Sennucio was fond of the arts. He had a 
lender heart, and was attached to the fair fex. 
'He was alfo a poet, but his lyre was ftrung to 
lighter meafures, not fad and plamtivc like tha^ 
^Petfaroh,^^ 



. I'do not know iiaw at 'was tksiifc^^filehxrutw 

was admitted to the 'hota&:of Laura, ;but it ap-* 

pfears that he few her oftcn> tod that Petraf ch 

often con vetfed with him on tbel&it^e&iDfrbk. 
love/ •.,'•* ^ ' . j •, 

The praifes Petrarch had belf^owed on Lauri 
rendered her celebrated every where.- . f All 
who came to Avignon had a ftrong dcfijpc to 
fee her. But> though Ihe was not yet' thirty 
years of Bge, fhe was fomcwhat altered. Wbe* 
ther this was owing to hca* having had many 
children, to illncls, or domeftic chagrins; ihe 
had no longer her former clear and .brilliant 
complexion. Petrarch alfo, by ajcindof fymif 
pathy, loft that beautiful complexioq, whi^ 
had been fo Tiniverfally admired. In a }ettcr 
written to a \ friend, whom he had not leen 
for fome timcj he fays, ^ I am not wha[t I ww; 
the perpetual difcord between my foul and. rtgr 
body has changed me io miich that you woiiUl 
hardly know me again/ 

. ' This year, 134a, died at Avi^on a la<fy 
who was greatly beloved by Gerard, the te- 
ther of Petrarch.- ' . . : 

* The objcft,' fays Petrarch^ to him, * of )ipmir 
tender love has left us to enjoy celeftial gk>i[y. II 
hope it at leaft, and I believe it ! . Therfwegtr 
nefs of her manners, and the virtues of het life. 



t^ai iwf fair to fttffirc hir Oih fcficrty. Take 
back tRerefbrcr/ for it'fs hfgli time, the' twx> 
keys df th}r!tcait. ' Thus reKeverf from anxiety ^ 
«id Ay 'fweh' cleaf^ 'before thee, fbHo\f this be- 
loved objeft in the fureft road. Nothing ottght 
now to retard thjr progrefs. Thou rcferablcft 
a pilgrim who wants only a flafF to take a long 
Journey. You fee, my dear brother^ we haften 
faft toward death : when, rn the awful {>ad^ge, 
our fouls are releafed from mortal ties, they 
win take their ffight with more freedom and 
eaie. 

Gefard, touched in the mof^ fenfible mannef 
wkb this loft, followed tfic advice of Kis bro* 
thcr, and determined to employ himfetf whdBy 
for the future in the great w^ork of hiis felva- 
tion : he quitted l9ie w^orld, and placetl hitt- 
ielf in the monaflery of the Carthufians, whtcfi 
lie went to vifit when at St. Baume with l^(t* 
trarch in 1339. The heavenly life which t&eJfe 
monks led in that awful fblitude, had made an 
imprcffion upon him which had never, been ef- 
faced. '^ f^^^ 

The origin of the order of the CartlrufiSftii 
is tiius related by Petrarch. TV6 brothers 
from Genoa fet out on a trading vrtyage^ &iSt 
one failed toward the eafi, the otiier ^oi^»!ai^ 
the wefl. After a number of y^ars,^ btid'tjf 



tk^n^ amviiig at Genoa, bestig > infatttacd hi;$« 
brother was at Marfellleg, wiote to hint ta^ 
delirc his. return to G^noa; but, teqeiving no^ 
anfweo he wi^nt to Marifeil^y acid, ^];idiag hh 
brother thcrc^ lie alked hirli, why h^ ^d not 
Game to Genoa ? His brother repUed, * 1 ^n> 
weary of nscvigatioci and trad^ t I will no linger 
tfttft my life ta the mercy of the wiiids ; do 
as y w pleafe ; my refolntion is fixed, I hm e 
fouad a port oa the borders of paradife^i where 
Lwill reft^ and w^t in traxupiUlty the momevit 
of" my death/ 

^Thc other^ wko £d fto« CoftipfehcAd thiy 
l^o^uagd^ aiked him tb oi^^iii himfelf; he re«» 
ttujiaed rtO ^flfwer, but t6ok him to Moaittieu, 
itiCD a ^ep Vatity, in tk^ middle of 1 Wdod, 
«il |)okited td a hotife he had there juft btrilt 
Strtrek Witfe thtJ ftwftiirtefi of the furrotmding 
ft:ene> the ^thcr Gcnocfe felt a fudden com- 
j^V^^ioH>^ a^ determined tmmediatcly to ttc^ 
4 b^ildiftg fike that of his brother on a neigh* 
bouring hill* Tliey bade adieu to the world, 
and founded witfi thek cftatts and houfes tJie 
ne^tjrder of the Cartbtifiaits ; an order famous 
for its pi^ and auHerrty of manners: and in 
thi$ ifoiitude they confecrated the remaindei' 
6f their days to God, Thh mohaftery of 
Itfotttrieu is fittiated bctwiecm Aix and Toulon, 
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I 

in tlie middle of the woods/ and iunotinded 
with mauntftin$9 froni whence liTae feverBl 
rivers. Hence the name of Montricu* 

Though Petrarch loved his birother With 
tenderftefsi he was not fbrry for this change/ 
Gerard was fond of jJleafure, and of an un* 
fteady temper ; he knew not how to moderate 
any of his inclinations ; ahd this gave Petrarch 
a great deal of trouble and uncafinefs, efpccially 
in a city like Avignon. ' 1 acknowledge/ fays 
Petrarch, ' the band of God in this conver- 
fion. None but himfelf could work fo great a 
change/ Petrarch had conceived a very high 
idea of the Carthufidns. * This order docs not, 
fays he, ' relemble others : none enter int9.it 
by force or feduAion.* Gerard was no iboner 
fixed in this monaftery, than he wrote to liis 
brother to induce him to take the fame refblu- 
tion. Petrarch, filled with piety and remorfe, 
was {daggered ; but he did not comply* Pbpe 
Clement VL gave Gerard an abfblution wheii m 
the article of death. 

The bifliop of Rhodes, whofe name was l^r- 
nard Albi, and who had been appointed cardi« 
nal after the exaltation of Clement, came at 
this time to Avignon, and was much delighted 
with the converfation of Petrarch. AftCT his 
return to Italy, he fent him a letter full of 



n 



je<5tS|of jp^ilofophy, Petrarcl^ replies thus : 

* Yout <}\^^{|^n§ *C9 a^ apjple, pf oof o( y<?vt - 
#P^IW^^!^^WP- f /Tq civefti9i>|a9jcl^^.r4oubt 

ledge. The itianner in which you; conf^fs 
your ignorance confoles me for my own; and,: 
was not* this the cafe, my occupations^ the cx- 
ceffive, he^ts, the tumult of this crowded city, . 
leave rne little time for writing- 

* You would have me meafure the, hcavcytis, 
tpc earth, and the feas ; I, who knpw not of 
wl^at kind of clay my own body;s formed, or 
the nature of the foul which is con^ned in it; 
as^ in a prilon, fliall I dive inta the iyftems of; 
^oleaiy^> or decypher the characters which: 
me. Sicilian geometrician drew on the unfor- 
tunate foil ? . Alas ! death purfues me with 
e^^er fteps ; and all my aim is to ftcal a few 
iqDinents from his grafp. I Ihall therefore only 
fi[y i|i anfwer to your queftion3, that there are 
feven planets, and that the fun holds the firft 
rimk : ^ his rays reanimate the world ; |ie be-, 
gins his courlc in the eaft, and when he fets a 

^ eold ihade iS fpread over the earth. The fixed 

, ftgirs make their revolutions alfo by a motion 

l^qt xiiible to us. It is dliputed whether the 

fma i? placed in the centre of the world ; but" 

VOL. I, P 
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woiild it not be better to feek this cpntre, wbere 
virtue dwells ? Men form calculations how 
noLUch larger it is than t;he eartji j and they 
riegleft to examine how much more noble the 
foul is th^n the body, 

^ The moon fhincs with the light it borrows 
from the lim ; its motions are periodical. Mer- 
cury is an inconftant planet, and its influences 
axe various : we know all this, but we negleft 
to inquire whether prolperity is a good or evil ; 
by whom, and in what cafes, death is to be de- 
fired or feared. Your courier is in hafte, and I 
would rather fepd him back with nothing, thun 
give him many lines c^ which I Ihould be 
afbamed. I cannot explain to you my aftoniflv 
ment when I faw that delv\ge of vcrfqs, wbiclj 
your letter poured in upon me, I underti^k 
to count them, but in vain. What a pity th^J: 
Virgil pofleiTcd not this happy faQuhyJ-.h;? 
would Hot have pafled his whole life in,, com- 
pofing a poem which at laft he left impcTfejft- 
Your queftions refembJe the enigma of , the 
Sphinx ; ; and you muft feek another Oedipus to 
anfwer them.' 

1343. Borlaam the Greek monk, of whom 
mention has been already made, came thi^ 
year to Avignon : he had been much chagrined 
by a d^cifiongiven againft him by the patriarch 
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Sf'Conffahtinople/in' a dlfpute he had held 

with the monks of mount Athos. Thefe 

monks maintained that the light which ap|>eaf-> 

ed oft mount Tabor, at the trati^figui-atidn of 

Jcfus Chrift, was uncreated ; and that it was 

God himfelf. The Greeks made a {ctioiii 

afFaif of this fanciful opinion, and Were Cbh^ 

tending for the truth of it with vehemence,* 

While the Turks were at their gates, and had 

formed as it were a barrier round Cottftailtina^ 

pie of the cities they had taken in Afra. 

Petrarch was glad to fee his Greek Tm&di 
bgain; and as Borlaam defired an eftabKfh-^ 
meitt in Italy, Petrarch by his felicitations arid 
liis credit procured hifti the Hlhopric 6f Gt-^ 
raci, which being a fuffragail, or fobfidiaf/ 
tiiflloprif6- depending on Rheggio, the revenue 
IVas fmall ; but it fuited Borlaam, becAufe it 
ftttled him at the clofe of life in his^ tiativ6 
i^S^tkry, where he died ten yeara ^ftef, in 

^'352^ ■' ' ^ ': 

At the' end of Janudry 1343, there arftved ail 
cxtf adrdinary courier at Avignon, who brought 
the melancholy news of the death of Robert 
icin^oiT' Naples. This eaufed a general com 
liernaUon in that city, and throughout all Fro^ 
^cnce. This prince was fixty years o!d, when, 
withotit terror, he faw h» flcib wafte away, his 

p « 
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bodjT decaying, and death' taking poi&ilion of 
his. whole fabric. One thing alone troubled 
his laft moments : this was the flatfe in which 
he muft leave his family and his kingdom. 
Robert had had. two children by his queen: 
^e eldeft died young -, and the fecond^ named 
Charles, duke ot Calabria, left only two.daaighr 
ters, Joan and Mary. 

Charobert, king of Hungary, who had fonac 
preteniions to the kingdom of Naples, as the 
heir of Charles Martel, Robert's eldeft brother, 
had two fons. Pope John XXII. who had 
decided in favour of Robert, propofed a doub|e 
marriage between thefe royal hotifes : the prin- 
ccfs Joan; who was the ddeft, with Andrcvr 
thefecond fonj and the eldeft' fon Lew^ with 
Mary the fccond^ daughter. Thefe mUrriagel 
were celebrated with aftoniihing inagnificence 
in 1333. Androy, was fix, and Joan nux^ 
years old; and it was^ thought their being 
brought up together would cement this i^nion,: 
but, as it might rather have been* expedled, it 
happened t^therwife. The antipathy that Joan 
jSiewcd for Andrew was foon remarked ; the 
difference of their educations alone would have 

« 

produced this cffc6i: 

The Neapolitans were polite, voluptuous^ 
gallant^ and magnificent. The Hungarians, on 
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the contrary, were vulgar, churlifti, and ene- 
mies to magnificence and pleaiure ; and were 
looked upon at Naples as barbarians, who could 
icarcely be treated with lufficierit contempt. 
Add to this, Andrew and his courtiers exag- 
gerated in a hai^hty manner their rights to 
•the kingdoni of Naples ; while at the court of 
Joan they ridiculed their pride, arid maintain* 
cd that Andrew could only rfeign as huiband of 
Jiis queen. Robert faw with grief thefe con- 
tiefts, and the prefentiments they raiied in hii 
heart clouded his lafl: moments, which would 
xithcrwifc have been the calm evening of ^ 
hright day. 

Perceiving that he di^ew near.hisend, he af^ 
^ni.bkd his nobles, arid didated his will in 
their prefence. By this will he made Joan his 
grand*daughter his heir, and her fifter Mary 
Was to focceed her. Saiche of Arragon, the 
iecond wife of Robert, by whom he had no 
children, was a woman of capacity and virtue, 
to whom he would have confided the regency, 
and the education of his grand-dau^rtcis, had 
flie not formed a refolutipn on his death to 
finilh her days in a monafl:ery . She had al- 
"Ways ib ftrong an incliqation for the cloifter, 
that in 1317 Ihe attempted to let afide her 
Iparriage, to throw herfelf into a convent. But 
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pope John XXII. to whom ihe appHe^s told 
her thii intention was a fnare of the dovil. Ro^ 
^rt named her, however,, at the head of a 
council for the adminiftration, till the pirin*- 
jeqiTes were twenty-five years old ; and Philip 
de CabaiTole was one of this council. 

After this Robert defired they would bring 

la him the two young perfons he had namc^ 

for hi$ fucceifors. He addreifed himfelf to 

th^m with the greateft dignity and tenderness ; 

idifcQvered to them the danger$ which threat^ 

fined them ; and informed them in what man. 

uer they ought to condu A themfelves towards 

their enemies, their friends, and their iiib^e^&. 

At ^ moment when other men can fcwrcely 

fiippoft themielves, this great king •feemed 

wholly interefted in the good of his femily^; 

tnd the wildom, ftrength, and prefenee of 

mind, he fhewed on this occafion, forprifed and 

c^verwhelmed with grief thofe who were pre- 

fent. Obferving thofe who ftood round his 

bed melted into tears, he reproached them for 

it in a gentle manner. * What is the reaibn of 

your grief ?' faid he. ' My death has nothing 

in it mournful or unhappy j on the contrary, it 

is greatly for my advantage. I leave a frail 

throne for an everlafting kingdom. Have I 

j*ot lived Imig enough ? I have almoft attained 
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th^ period that Nature hctfelf feetoii td hav« 
fixed to the life of man. Inilead of affliding 
yourlelvesj my children, rejoice With me in mj 
felicity/ 

After having laid this, he difcourfed to them 
upon death with fo much eloquence and phi-t 
lofb^hy ; he painted it in luch foft and agree- 
able colouts, that thofe who were prefcnt con- 
fefled it no longer appeared fo terrible an 
eyent, and that the end. of a dying fage, like 
Robert, was preferable to the fchool of thtf 
l^eateil philofopher. After having fettled all 
his «fFairs with the fame calm deliberation as 
if he was juft going to fet out for the country^ 
he ctddreiFcd himfelf to God, and delivered up 
his foul into the hands of its Maker, without 
one figh or tear, or Ihewing the leaft mark of 
weakuefs on account of its feparation from his 
body. * He died,' fays Petrarch, ^ as he lived, 
a<3ing and fpeaking like himfelf/ He chofo 
to die in the habit of the third order of St* 
Francis, an a6l of zeal at that time in* fafhion. 

Petrarch was at Avignon when he received 
the news of king Robert's death. He fet out 
immediately for Vauclufe, to Jan^ent in iilence 
and folitude fo irreparable a lofs. Some time 
after he writes thus to Barbatus of Sulmone : 

* Alas I nothing can equal my lofs ! WhQ 
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now Ihatt b» my advifer, my proteftory my fup* 
port ? To whom flialL I devote my genius and 
my fludies ? Who ihall revive my hopes, ^ttidj ^ 
draw my foul out of its lethargy ? I ^ had two » 
guides, two protectors; and death has deprived 
me of both in the courie of one year- For- my 
firft and deareft friend, I fhed the tears of af^ 
feftion on the bofom of Lelius. For the fc- 
cond, I weep with you, and ihall ibr ever 
weep, I, who have been accuftomed tO'Con^ 
fole others, know not how to confole myfelf* 
I fend you thefe few lines from that retreat; 
where my foul feeks refuge in all its ^ou,^ 
bles.' •' ''f 

Petrarch, fome time after this, at the defli>e 
of a Neapolitan nobleman, made the following 
epitaph on king Robert : ^ 

**Hcre lies the body of king Robert; his 
foul is in heaven. He was the glory oT kings ; 
the honour of his age; the chief of warriors ; 
and the beft of men. Skilful in the art of war, 
he loved peace. If he had lived longer, Jcru- 
falem and Sicily, under his ftandard, WDuld 
have Ihaken off the yoke of the Barbarians, 
and driven out the tyrants. Thefe two king- 
doms have loft their hope in lofing their king. 
His genius equalled his valour : he unravelled 
the holy myfteries ; he read the events of hca- 



ven ; he iinderftocxi the tirttifes of pkhts* dl 
nature was open before him. The Mufds arid 
thfcsArts niGurn their proteftor.' Nothing was 
kinder than his manners : his heart was the 
temple of Patience. All the Virtues lie buried 
in his tomb, No one can praife him as he 
deierves: but f^nje fliall malce hini inlmorV 
tal/^ • • 

Pbtrarch had reafon to regret a prince whd 
had'conferrcd upon him fo many favours, and 
whd had fo great a relifli for his works, that; 
ftealing fometimes from his ferious occupations; 
he pailed many hours of the night in reaEd^ 
ing them, without thinking either qf fpod or 
fleep^ 

Betiarch, after lamenting this friend many 
days in the fileqce and gloom of his retreat^ 
came back to Ayignon, where he pafled a gr^t 

part of the winter, majcing only now and then 
ihort viiits to Vaucluft. 

1^44. Petrarch being at Avignon fomo 
timp' ^fter thisi met with J^aura at a public 
affembly : . her drefs was naftgnificent ; but in 
partipular fee had filk gloves, brocaded with 
gold— a rare ornament at that tipic, when 
filk was fo fcarce in Languedoc and in Pro- 
vence, that the fcnechal of Beaucaue, two 
years after thi§, feii^ twelve pourids to cjue^Q 
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Joan of Burgundy, which coH him fcvehty-fii 
French livres a pound. Laura happened to 
drop one of thcfe glo^^s* Petrarch, whoft 
eyes were ever bent towards her, immediately 
picked it up. Laura perceiving it in his handsl, 
took it from him inftantly ; and, though Pe- 
trarch had the ftrongeft defire to retain thii^ pre^ 
cious ornament, he had not the power. If thi 
nobility of Laura had not been proved by the 
contrad: of her marriage, it would have beeti 
by thefe embroickrcd gloves ; for in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries none but per- 
ibns of quality in France were allowcid to weat 
fQk, gold^ furs, pearls, and precious jewels. 
This was obferved at Avignon ; ' and none of 
the relations of the pope, the wives and daugh- 
ters 6f the marshals, barons, viguiers, and the 
ladies of noble birth in this city, were exempt-^ 
ed from this fumptuary law. Avignon how- 
ever, by its commerce with ftrangers, hadldng 
loft the fimplicity of its manners^ which till 
then it had been famous for 2 their extrava- 
gance increafed with their \^ealtfc, and the 
wives of citizens aimed as much as poilible to 
vie with the ladies of noHe rank in their lux-» 
ury and expcnee. 

' Under the pontificate of Clement ^VI. pro-^ 
fuiioQ and debauchery were carried to the ut^ 
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moft height at Avignon. The gcnerofity of 
this pontiff was unbounded ; and he had the 
ftrongeft attachment to the fair fcx, who had 
free* acceii at all hours to his palace." At the 
head of thefe ladies, who formed a court in the 
paliace of Clement, was the vifcountefs of Tu- 
xcnne. As ftie a<fted a confiderable part in the 
pontificate of Clement, and was the particular 
ol^eA of Petrarch's avcrfion, a Ihort defcriptioa 
of her may not be difagreeable. 

The name of this lady was Cicily ; Ihe was 
daughter of the count de Commcnges, who 
had c%oufed the daughter and heir of Rey- 
mond, -vifcount of Turennc. She married the 
fon of Alphonfo IV. king of Arragon, and be* 
canae vifcountefs of Tureime by the death of 
her brother, in the year 1340. She was a wo- 
man of infinite cunning, and proud and im* 
pcrious to excefs. It was eafy for fuch a cha*- 
rafter to influence the mind of Clement, who 
was a man of the n^oft gentle temper, and the 
eaiieil: to govern. The empire ihe obtaine4 
over him, and the authority with which Ihe 
difpofed of every thing in his court, have 
eaufed many to fufpcd: that fhe was his mif- 
trefs. It is certain fhe made herfelf very 
agreeable to him as a companion, accumulatecj 
a great deal of wealth,-and diihonouted herfelf 
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' by the avidity with which flic received mbney 
from all hands without diftimiion. • / 

It is not furprifing that, under the governs 
ment of a woman who thought of nothing 
but amaifing wealth, and in a court filled witK 
young perfbns of both iexes who held the firft 
places there, and had no curb to their defires^ 
debauchery fliould wholly prevail and become 
univerfal. Petrarch draws two piAurcs 6f this 
terrible licentioufnefs. In his letters called 
the My%rics, one of thefe defcriptions is' as 
fpllpws ; • .'> 

^ All that they fay of Aflyrian and Egyptiaii 
3abylon, of the four Labyrinths, of the Aver- 
nian and T^tarian lakes, are nothitig in co^r 
parifbn of this hclL We have here a Nimrqd 
powerful on the. earth, and a iiiigbty hunter 
before the X/ord, who attempts to fcal© hea- 
ven with raifing his fuperb towers ; a Sehu-? 
ramis with her quiver ; a Cambyfes more ex- 
travagant than the Cambyfes of old. You 
may here behold the inflexible Minos: ; Rho-^ 
domahthus; the greedy Cerberus; Pafiphae, 
and the Minotaur. All that is yile aud cxecia-, 
ble is affembled in this place. There ' is no 
clue to lead you out of thiis labyrinth, neither 
that of Dedalus nor Ariadne : the only mean^ 
Qf efcaping is by the influence of gold, G0I4. 



V 
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paidiiies the moft lavage monftersi faftehs the 
hardcft hearts, pierces through the flinty rock^ 
aiid opens every door,- even that of heaven : 
for, to fay all in one word^ even Jefus Chrift is 
kere bought with gold, 

■ ^ In ' this place reign the fucceflbrs of poof 
filhermen, who have forgot their origin. They 
toarch covered with gold and purple, proud of 
the fpoils of princes and of the people. In* 
ftead of thofe little boats in which they gained 
their living on tTie lake of Gchneiaret, they in- 
habit fiaperb palaces. They have likewife their 

parchriicirts, to which are hung pieces of lead ; 
and thefe they ufe as nets to catch the inno- 
cent and unwary, whom they fleece and burn 
to latisfy their gluttony. 

^ * To the moft Ample repa{b have lucceeded 
the moft fumptuous feafts ; and wherie the 
apofties went on foot covered only with fan- 
dais, are now feen infolent fatrapcs mounted 'on 
horfes ornamented with gold, and champing 
golden bits. They appear like the kings of 
Perfia, or the Parthian princes, to whom all 
muft pay adoration. 

• ^ Poor old fifhermen ! For whom hayc you 
laboured ? For whom have you cultivated the 
field of the Lord ? For whom have you Ihed 
fo much of your blood ?, Neither piety, cha- 
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rity, nor truth, is here. God is defpifcd, the 
laws trampled upon, and wickedncfs is cftccm-' 
ed wifdora. Oh times ! Oh manners !* 

Petrarch did not fatirize the vices df othei*3 
alone; hcj compbfed fbrne refleAibns at ^his 
time which unfold his own charafter, and the 
failings to which it was fubjeft. Thefe tt* 
fletflions are put in the fofm of dialogues, in 
imitation of the Confeffions of St. Auguftin. t 

Auguftin was Petrarch's favourite fzihti 

* When I read his Confeffions,' fays Petrarch, 

* I think I read my own; for I find in them the 
hiftory of my life. At night, when my foul 
is freed from care, I lay myfelf dowh in l^d 
as in a tomb, and fummon my heart before the* 
Its reftleflhefs and diftraftion, its dread of death, 
its hatred of vice, and yet unequal progrefs in 
virtue and purity ; from whence come all thefe 
things ? 

' They arife,' replies Auguftin, ^ from ybut 
light and carelefs difpofition* You perceive 
your errors, but you do not feek a better patli 
to walk in : you behold your peril, but take no 
pains to avoid it. 

* How abfurd is that vanity of mind pro- 
duced by your wit, knowledge,- eloquence, and 
beauty ! What is thf re in tkde things on 
which to build your pride ? How manytmies 
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\^^ yraav wit failed youi In the, urts, haw 
pi^h more ikilful th^n you .are ,thc nioft vul- 
gar of fxuinkin4j sii^d the fmaHeil: wimds in 
the creatioai Compjice yow kpcrwlcdgct iivjith 
your ignorance, a4id it will appear like a fmail 
bnook by .the fide of the ocean^. Your elo- 
quence} what is it ? A wind, a pufF, an enipl;y 
noi& ! Did. you feel in the midil of tfaeloudeft 
praiies that you wanted the grcateft of all, the 
applaufe of your own mind ? What folly to 
neglect: the moft important things in life, to 
occupy yourfclf in arranging iyllables ! Under 
this reftraiut, how many objects are there in. 
^a(^i:e. to which you cannot do jultice ? How 
n^mj f^ntiments in philofophy you are not abk- 
t^^3^tif^Cs^,hex:a.n& you are tied down to mea^ 
fore^, , and fail in the number of your words } ' 
Thp Greek3 l«ad the Latins, have they not 
mutually reproached each other for this poverty 
Q^Mnguage? 

, VAs to. your body, your health, your com- 
plejcioii, your ft^tures, can any thing be more 
fraii, or leis to be depended on ? The fhialleft 
accident, the fting of a gnat^ a breath of cor- 
rupted air, will caufe them to wither* and de- 
cay. Beauty is a flower which often &des be- 
imt ' nooat : afid: was not this the cafe, oiily^ 

r&pte^t-to yaurfelf how that tody wiirappcar' 



2Z4 THE LIFE OP BOOK* 

a few years faence^ when coniixuitcd to iito 
iiknt graven { 

' As to your avarice : while y6«i lir^ in /our 
&litude, content with m, pl«iii garb, the ^fruits 
of your trces^ and the herbs of your gardba^ 
you wanted nothing, and pa^d m fwcet and 
tranquil Ufe. Now example has alfered 
ttcfte, and you have the difturbed air^of . 
who are always feeking after what tbeyi^dtn 
never obtain. It is commendable to be. ai^ve 
in procuring a comfortable livelihood^ bnit 
bounds fhould be fixed to our deiires. What 
are yours ?* * I afk nothing fuperfluous/ t^ 
plied Pettarch, aftoniifaed that avarice ^ Should 
be laid to his charge, ^ but I would "wmnt^fyat 
nothing. I have no ambition to commiMl^l, 
but I would not choofe to obey/ * Tj^,' firjrs 
St. Auguftin, ' is the objeA of the greal»ft 
kings, but they hdve failed in accomphAiiiig 
it; and thofe who command whole ni^lons 
have themfelves been forced to obey. Virfue 
alone can procure that independence ^vhich ' is 
the end of human wiflies, ••»* 

' As to your ambition/ — * How !* hitefrllp*- 
ed Petrarch, ' to flee courts and cities,^d hw^ 
onefelf among rocks and woods, to comhUfc 
vulgar opinions, to hate and defpife hoAOx)rs» 
to laugh at thofe who ieek, and all their me« 
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tious ?' — ^ You are not, I will grant/ replied ^r 
'Auguilin^ * bom isiilibltiom; and nature is not 
"^hcoif^cedt bHte^mitiie your own heart* 
ititt«iot;faonoiur» that you h)ate, but the ftcps 
nacefiary isi this age to obtain them. Your 
«mte. ter theni is more fecret, but has the feme 
mod. You mud own that this is the real aim 
ofaU your ftudies. The man who fets out on 
vjouraey to Rome^ but turns back intimidated 
hy the length of the way, it is not Rome 
kbat difpleaies him> but the road that leads to 
it. 

*> . * Envy, gluttony, and wrath/ continued St. 
AuffitQM, ' I cannot ferioufly reproach you 
wiikb > but you cannot vindicate yourielf from 
>the charge of incontinence : and when you 
Jiave prayed to be delivered from every licen- 
tiou9 paiiion, you have prayed, as too many do, 
ia this manner ; '^ Lord, make me chafte, but 
not too loon. Wait a little, I befeech thee^ 
till my youth is paffed, and the feafon of plea- 
sure is over. The, time will come when I Ihall 
iiavc x^o inclination to vice, and when fatiety 
and diigufl will prevent all danger of a rer 
^ptfe/' To aik in fuch a manner, is indeed to 
aik in v»in/ 

St. Auguilin next fpeaks of that unfettled 

TOL. I. Q 
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and difcordant humour to which Petrarch wa^ 
fvhjcA, and which delights to dwell on the 
dark fide, and is always difturbing and torment- 
ing itfelf* * Men are loft to peace/ cdntinues 
he, * becaufe they know not the difficulties 
which attend the lituations of others, or feci 
the advantages of their own. Hence arife the 
<x>mplaints of the whole world/ — ' I know 
well,* replied Petrarch, ' that in elevated fta- 
timis we in vain feek for peace aiid tranquil- 
lity of foul. I am iatisfied with my fortune, 
but I am obliged to live for others, and com-' 
ply with their humours: this dependence is 
toy mifery.* 

* And who then,' faid St. Auguftin, ' in this 
world, lives only for himfelf ? Even Csefar, 
after he had lubdued the univerfe, did not he 
live for others ? With all his art, he could not 
fatisfy the defires, of ovcrmle the power^ of 
thofc who confpired againft him. Nothing 
but wifdom can infure an independienee like 
this/ 

Petrarch next complains to St. Auguftin of 
the life he leads at Avignon. ^ I am fatigu^(i, 
fays he, ' beyond all expreflion, with this noily 
dirty city ; it is the gulph of all naftinefs and 
vice I a colle<ftion of narrow ill-built ftreets, 
where one cannot take a fingle ftep without 
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taieetirtg with filthy pigs, barking dogs ; cha- 
riots wf^ch ftun one with the rattling of their 
wheels ; fets of horfes in caparifon which block 
up the way ; disfigured beggars, terrible to 
look at; ftrangc faces from all the countries 
upon earth ; infolent nobles drunk with plea- 
fure and debauch ; and an unruly populace al- 
ways quarrelling and fighting.' To this the 
faint anfwers, ' If the tumult of your foul would 
fubfide, you would no longer complain of theft 
Outward noifes, which aflfeA only the fenfes. 
When the mind is calm, the confufion of ob- 
jects around us is no more to our ear than th6 
murmurs of a running ftream. In this happy 
ttate of foul, neither the clouds which fly 
Uround her, nor even the thunder that rolk 
over her head, is able to difturl/ her ferenity. 
Safe in the port, (he beholds but feels not thd 
Ihipwreck. 

* But I have yet only attacked the diforders 
you are willing to confefs ; more delicate and 
deeper wounds lie behind. When I confidcr 
your extreme fenfibili ty, I dare hardly attempt 
to probe them. Petrarch J you are bound with 
two golden chains, and your greateft unhappi* 
ncfs is, you are fo da2zled by the luftre of them 
both, that you do not perceive your fetters : 
theie chains are Ipvc arwl gfory ; theie are your 

Q ^ 
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treafures^ your delights. Let us examine this 
matter^ and firft treat of love* Do |fou not 
allow that it is a great folly ?' 

* The objeft of our love/ replied Petrarch, 
' muft decide this : love is the moft noble, or 
the moft defpicable, of all the paffions ; miferyr 
if the objeA is unamiable ; but to be attached 
to a virtuous woman, who dcferves both love 
and reipeA, this appears to me a great felicity. 
If you think otherwise, I am fbrry for it. 
Every one has his own opinion ; if this is an 
error, it is dear to me, and I fhould be lorry to 
be deprived of it. You know not the object of 
this love !' 

' Indeed I do,' replied St. Auguftin ; * a mor- 
tal, a woman is the caufe ; I know you h?tve 
paiTed a great part of your life in admiring and 
adoring her. A folly fo long perfifted in. afto- 
niihes me.* 

' I befeech you,' returned Petrarch, ' no in- 
veiftives. Thais and Livia were women, but 
what a difference between them and the per- 
son of whom you Ipeak : know that her man- 
ners are a perfeft model of the pureft virtue ; 
little attraded by the pleafures of the world, 
flie fighs after heavien as her only reward.' 
^ What a madnefs,' returned the faint I '- you 
have nouriflied this flame in your heart iixteen 
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years. - The war of Hannibal in Italy was not 
fo long, nor the flames he kindled more vio- 
lent, than yours. He was driven out at laft ; 
but who Ihall drive away that Hannibal who 
lays wafte your foul ? 

; * Blind as you are, you Ipve your difeafc, and 
you feed it ; but liften to me : when death 
fliall extinguifh thofe eyes which delight you 
now, when you fliall behold that beautiful 
iace disfigured and pale, and thofe perfeft limbs 
jpiotionlefs and livid, then will you bluih for 
Ji^ving attached an immortal foul to a decaye4 
and perilhable body.' 

. * God prcferve me,' relumed Petrarch, ' from 
beholding {o terrible a difafter; it would be 
»f qverfing th? order of nature. I came firft into 
ij^^ world, and it would be unjufl: I ihould go 
out of it the laft.' — * It is not, however,* iaid 
St. Auguftin, ' an impoffible event, in as much 
e^s this beautiful perfbn, which is the obje<5t 
ipf your Iqve, and which is worn out by fre- 
quent confinements, has already loft much of 
^ts ftrength and brilliancy.' 
.,. ' Learn,' replied Petrarch, ' that it is not 
the perfbn of Laura I adore, but that foul {q 
/uperior to all others : her conduct and her 
gunners are an image of the life the blefre4 
l^ad in heaven. If I fhould ever lofe her, ^th^ 
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Tcry idea makes me tremble!) I would fay, 
what Leliu3 the wifeft of the Romans laid on 
the death of Scipio, *^ I loved her virtue, and 
that Ihall ever live/* 

* It is not cafy/ returned the faint, ' to 
force you out of your intrcnchment : for a 
moment I will therefore allow, that this wo- 
man for whom you languilh is a faint, a god-» 
defs, the goddcfs of virtue herfclf, if you wiH 
have it {o. You are then the more culpable, if 
your inclinations toward her are not pure and 
honeft.* — * I take Heaven to witnefs,' replied 
Petrarch, ' that there was never any thing 
dilhoneft in my afFeftions for Laura, never any 
thing reprehenfible in them but their excefs. 
I wilh all the world could fee my love with as 
much clearnefs as they can her fece. It rc-^ 
fcmbles it ; it is like that face> pure and with-i 
out fpot. I am going to fay a thing that will 
perhaps aftonifh you. 

^ It is to Laura I owe what I am. Never 
fliould I have attained my prcfent reputation 
and glory, if the fentiments with which flic 
infpircd mc had not raifed thofe feeds of vir- 
tue which nature had planted in my foul : flic 
drew me out of thofe fnares and precipices into 
which the ardour of youth had plunged me. 
In fine, flie pointed out my road to heaven. 
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and fcrved me as a guide to puriiie it. The 
effeft of love is to transform the lover, and 
to affimilate him to the objcft beloved. What 
then more virtuous, more pcrfcA than Laura? 
In a city where no one b refpeAed, where no 
eharafter is held facred, has calumny dared to 
aflault her ? have they found any thing reprc-* 
heniiblc^ I fay not only in her actions, but even 
Jn her words, in her countei^ance, or in her 
gefturcs ? Thofe bad mouths which poiibn all, 
have they dared to taint her life with their pef» 
tiferoTis breath ? No ; they could not even 
forbear refpefting and admiring it. Inflamed 
with the deiire of enjoying, like her, a great 
reputation, I have forced through all the ob-* 
ftacles that oppoied it : in the flower of my 
age, I loved her alone, I wiflied to pleafe her 
^lone. You know all that I have done, and 
all that I have fufFered to accomplifli this end. 
To her I have facrificed thofe pleafures for 
^v^hich I felt the grcatcft inclination, and you 
would have me forget and renounce her. No, 
nothing can ever determine me to iiich a iacri- 
fice ; it is to no purpofe for you to attempt.* 
^ How many error?!* faid the faint, ^ how man^ 
illufions 1 You fay you owe to Laura what you 
are J that fhe has caufed you to quit the workti 
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an^ ha?| ?levafcp4 ypu to the conteaiplation ofi. 
ceV?ftial things, ,But the truth is this : iull of . 
confidence and a good opinion of yourfelf, en-^ 
tir^j; occupied with one perfon in wboro your 
whole fold is abforbed, you defpife the reft of 
^h^ ^wprld, apd the world in return d?fpifes 
you^ It isj true Ihe has drawn you out o£ fomc 
yiccg ;. . but Ihe has alfo prevented the gro-jvth 
of pxstny virtues. In tears and complaints you 
have fpent that time which ihoxild have been 
devoted to God. The beft effed: of this affec^ 
tion is perhaps to have rendered you eager 
after glory : we Ihall prefently examine hovf 
much you are indebted to her on this account, 
As to every thing elfe, I venture to declare that 
flie has been your deftru<ftion in nourifliing a 
paflion Ihe ought to havx^ fuppreffed. She has 
filled you with the love of the creature rather 
than the Creator ; and this is the death of th^ 
foul. 

* You fay Ihe has raifed you to the love of 
Gqd. , It may be fo. But in this you hav? 
inyart^d the order of nature. The Creator is 
to be firft loved for his own fake, for his infinite 
goodnefs and perfeftion ; and then the creature 
as his work, and in proportion to its refemblance 
,^Q jiipi. You have done the contrary. Yqu 
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have loved God as a good artificer, who has 
jtnade what you thought the iineft obje<5l: ii^ 
the world.' 

* I tcike Heaven to witnefs/ again replied 
Petrarch, ^ of what I before advanced, that it 
is the Ibul of Laura, and not her perfon, that I 
love. Of this I can give you the moil incon-r 
teftiblc proof. The older flie grows, the more 
does my afFeftion for her increafe. Even in hey 
fpring her charms began to fade ; but the 
beauties of her mind, and my paffion, increaie4 
together.' 

* If that foul,' refumed St. Auguftin, * had in«« 
habited a vile and ugly body, would you have 
Joved it then ?' 

* The body,' faid Petrarch, f is the image 
and the mirror of the foul : if the beauty of 
the foul could be immediately perceived with- 
out the interposition of the body, I Ihould love 
a beautiful foul though placed in a disfigured 
perfon.' 

' If,' replied St. Auguftin, ' you love what 
falls under your fenfes only, it is ftill the body 
which you love. I do not deny that it was 
the beauty of the Ibul which nourilhed and 
kept up your paffion, but it did not give birth 
to it. You loved the body with the foul, and 
f he heat of youth led you to inclinations evep 
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for Laura, which her virtue alone lubdued^ 
Did fhe not herfelf tell you in one of thole cx-^ 
ccfles, ** I am not, Petrarch, the perfon you 
take me for ?'* In your commendations of 
Laura you have often condemned yourfelf/ 

^ I will with joy acknowledge,' returned Pe- 
trarch, ' her virtue and my o^n folly ; but if my 
defires have ever paffed the bounds which hcH 
naur prefcribes, it is no longer fo ; thofe limits 
are now facred. With refpe<5t to Laura, let; 
me ever do her this juftice ; I neve^ law her 
yirtue ftagger in the moft interefting moments 
of our connexion ; and in the gayeft hours of 
her life her conduft was always uniforra^^ al- 
ways pure. How admirable is a conftancy, ^ 
refolution fo luperioy to the generality of he? 
fex !' 

^ You cannot deny,* faid the faint, ^ and 
have indeed confeflcd, that this love of youra 
has made you unhappy, and was near drawing 
on you a fatal crime. This admirable woman 
was the caufe of all this : and ought Ihe not 
rather to have fupprefled than encouraged an 
inclination fo fatal to your peace ? She ought 
to have known and imprefied this truth upon 
you ; that of all the paffions to which hu- 
man nature is fubjedl, love is the moft to be 
fcsLred. It makes us forget- ourfclves, and it 
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leads US to forget our God. Ev^ery thing fervea 
tanourifli and incrcafc it; and thofe wretched 
mortals whom it holds in bondage, cariy a fire 
within them which will finally confume both 
foul and body. It is unneccflary to fay more : 
thofe who have experienced this paffion will 
feel I ipeak truth; thofe who have never 
known it, will give me no credit. But you aro 
not one of thefe.* 

* Alas !* returned Petrarch, * I am not able 
to anfwer you, and I muft give myfelf up to 
dcfpair !* 

* No,* faid the faint, ^ before you do this, 
you muft make every effort, Confult the beft 
poets and philolbphers. Cicero advifes to 
change the objeA of love, or divide it ; like a 
king of Perfia, who, to weaken the current of 
the Ganges, cut this river into fevcral ftreams. 
But I would not have you take this method. 
It is better to die an honeft death, than to live 
an infamous life ; to be devoted to one honour-, 
ftble, than many difgraceful objeds. You have 
tried abfence, but it was liberty and curiofity 
that were your chief motives, Thele fent you 
to the north and the fbuth, and to the extre- 
mities of the ocean ; thefe were the founda- 
tion of your retreat at Vauclufe, But travel- 
ling does xpore harm than good to thoie whq 
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cmrj their diicafos idbng with 4^em ; ' and oner 
* might applj)to j(m, in this £tuation>!ith&iaiiB»* 
iwefiof Sc^crates to aiyoong man Avha <;»nir 
plained K>£ iAat Utde iiTe he had dcsri^cdii&oinihis 
travels:'^* ThatMs,V faidSoeiates^ ^^.feataufc 
yoa ' toravcUed' with youiielf* 'Forthofe i5?ho 
%yould travel with fuccefs, mxA ha^e t thCiinjRd 
rightly prepared ; and, without thispiK|^ratiil}, 
in rain will be its courie, though ^^ibw^fi 
firoom pole to pole/' Ad Horace fays^* ifttwU 
<?|iangeuts climate, but never alter, it^'ftn-* 
timents. To exchange your (ituataoi^ to.s^(t> 
vantage^ you muft lay down the bwdeiiVi ithat 
oppreffes you, nor like Orpheus cv^r lopfe he^ 
'hind you. ^ > uii dh, 

* You love Italy : it was there yom r^eiyiscl 
your life. No fituation can fuit you h^tt^ i 
n<t> fituation is fo delightfuh :Reco]fU<^ the 
beauty of the fkies, the fea, and the nvoimta^M; 
call to mind the agreeable ffianners o£ its inJ>a- 
bitants. You have been too long ^|)ifeftt fi;(^ 
this your native country: it is; growifig )|eiJ9 ; 
the night of life is coming oru 1 4 Atj^jjc^^fm 
things remember, that fplitude i^ fat^^^ffju, 
and that the rocks and woods of Vafi^ufc^ .arc 
fo many fnares to your fouK 

* Enter into y^Haxielf. Be not difgufted with 
age, which is approaching : pr afraid of d?ath 
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that will iutcccd it. Time paiTes away, and 
the ' body decays. ; but the mind is ' incornap* 
tible, ' and its matuirity. can neyer ' be deter- 
miaed^ With reaibn has it been faid, that one 
^(Dkilire<!{tiired many bodies; Confider then the 
noblenefs of this you? foul, the frailty of your 
body, the ihortnefs of life, and the certainty of 
death. . Rocall the torments you have lufFered, 
Ae uieleis tears you have Ihed, and the Ihort 
pkofiires you have obtained, which may be 
compared to thoie light zephyrs of the fummer 
which refresh the air but for a moment. Re- 
fled: on the duties you have neglefted, and the 
works you have begun, and yet never com- 
pleted. Finally, let your prayers be fervent 
and fincere, that God would hear you, that he 
would ftrengthen your mind, and affift you 
with his grace. 

^ This is all I have to fay upon the head of 
love. As to glory, which is founded upon 
fame, what is it ? Words which pafs through 
the ntiouths of mortals, and vanilh into air ! 
What is it but a wind blown up by their frail 
%reath ! How many obftacles are there to an 
immortal name ! Fafhion, which changes every 
day, and gives to the moderns the preference 
over the ancients; envy, which purlues the 
greateft men eren after death ; the humour of 
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the vulgar, ivho neither love men of gcnitis^ 
nor truth herfelf } the ignorance and incon-^ 
ilancy of men's judgments ; in fine, . the ruin 
of iepulcbres and monuments, which you elc'^ 
gantly call the iecx>nd death. And can this he 
glory wrhich depends upon the duration of 
marble ? Even books, more durable than mp« 
nmnents, are they not iiibje<% to a thouiand 
accidents ? They have, like us, their old age 
and death ; and with this oblivion are the moft 
celebrated men threatened. In reality, the 
true honour of man is virtue : and glocy is only 
her Ihadow ; it follows her every where, and 
the lefs it is fought, the more certainly is it ob- 
tained. If the earth is but a fpeck, and if God 
fills both fpace and time, why do vain mortals 
wafte their Ihort moments in Inch an empty 
purfuit? Was you aflured but of one more 
year of life, would not you manage it with ex- 
treme economy ? Alas ! men are avaricious o( 
a certain, and prodigal of an uncertain^ timc- 
They are not fure of a day, an hour, a minute, 
yet they fet about employments of great ex- 
tent, and little ufe, Thoufands, intoxicated 
with this folly, die in the flower of their age, 
and in the midft of their projeds. With one 
foot in heaven, and the other upon the earth, 
they fall into the grave. Thus do you con- 

3 



fume your time ia making books, and negle<ft 
important duties to run after vain dcfires. 
Thus you purfue a fliadow, and neglc<ft your 
f(ml. 

' Abandon thefe things. The exploits of 
the Romans have been lufficiently celebrated ; 
they do not need your praiie. Leave Africaj 
and your Scipio ; you can add nothing to his 
glory. 

^ Be yourfelf once again, prepare for death, 
and for the life that is to Come/ 

Thus end thefe excellent dialogues. 

In September 1343, the pope, who had 
formed a high idea of Petrarch's abilities, en- 
trufted him with a negociation, the execution 
of which required both judgment and pene- 
tration. It has been obferved, that Robert 
king of Naples had eftabliflied a regency till 
his grand-daughter attained the age of twenty- 
five years. The pope, on his fide, claimed 
the government of Naples during this mino- 
rity ; and on this account fent Petrarch to 
aflert his right, and inform himfelf of what 
was pairing in that court. The influence of 
cardinal Colohna no doubt contributed to the 
obtaining this commiffion for Petrarch. The 
cardinal had friends who were unjuftly de- 
tained in prifon at Naples, and whofc freedom 
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he had iblicited ; and be flattered him&A£ that 
Petrarch*s eloquence and interceffion wotdd 
obtain their enlargement. 

Petrarch went by land to Nice, where he 
€mbarked> and in his pafTage was near being 
loft. He wrote to cardinal Colonna the £oh 
lowing account of his voyage ; 

^ I embarked at Nice, the firfi nuiritimti 
town in Italy ; at night I got to Monaco ; 
and the bad weather obliged me to pafs a 
whole day there : this did not put mc inlo 
humour. The next morning we re-embarked> 
and^ after being toifed all day by the tempeft* 
we arrived very late at Port Maurice. Tha 
liight was dreadful ; it was not poiiibie to gd 
to the caftle ; and I was obliged to put up at a 
village ale-houfe, where my bed and flipper 
appeared tolerable, from extreme wearinefs and 
hunger. I determined to proceed by landj 
the perils of the road were lefs dreadful to mc 
than thofe of the fea. I left my fcrvants aitd 
baggage in the ftiip, which fet fail, and 1 re- 
mained with only one domeftic on (hore. 

* By accident, among the rocks towards the 
coaft of Genoa, I found fome German horie^ 
which were for fale : they were ftrong and 
ferviceable. I bought them ; but I was foon 
after obliged to take Ihip again, for war was 



reiitviiaA^iet^eent «ht ^ifkttt and the' igkople bt 
URUm. '"Navre' &as '^aced limits to 'the!^ 
ftates, the Po on one fide, .and the Apptihih^s 
od die otiher ; Kut pride and aTatice knbwno 
boimdsj I nauft have paffcd between thdlr 
tw© armies if I had gone by land ; this obliged 
me to re-embark at Lerici. 1 pafled by Corvo, 
^fcat fettlous rbck, the ruitis of the city of Luna, 
a«d »i knded at Mutrona. From thence I 
went^he next day on horfeback to Pifa, Sienna^, 
tod^ Home. My eagernefs to. execute youir 
dlHtef^^ has made me a night-traveller,, contrary 
t* f|iy chara<fler and difpofition. I would not 
fllie^ till I had paid my duty to your illuftrious 
f^tr, who 18 always my hero. I found hinji 
y^^k- t%t fame I left him feven years ago ; nay, 
j»«t|i('as hale and fprightly as when I firft faw 
&B^ at Avignon, which is now twelve years. 
-Wtet a furprifing man ! What majefty ! What 
ffefength of mind and body! How firni his 
yoSie^ how beautiful his face ! Had he been 
a -TeVv years younger, I fliould have taken 
him foi* Julius Caefar, or Scipio Africanus. 
lloWie' grows old, but not its hero. He was 
half tfndrelTed, and going into bed; 1 ftaid 
thfen only a moment, but I paifed the whole of 
the next day with him. He afked me a thou- 
faild cjueftions about you; and "vvras much 
Vol. I. R 
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pleafed I was going to Naples. He would ac* 
company me when I fet out from Rome, be* 
yond its walls, I went to Paleftrina that 
night, and was kindly received there by John 
Colonna. This is a young man of great 
hopes, who follows the fteps of his ancef* 
tors. 

' I arrived at Naples the 1 1 th of Odoben 
Heavens ! what a change has the death of on« 
man jw^oduced in this place ! No one would 
know it now. Religion, jufticc, truth, are 
baniihed. I think I am at Memphis, Babylon, 
or Mecca. In the place of a king fo good, fo 
juft, and fo pious, a little 'monk^ fat, rofy, bare- 
footed, with a (horn head, and half covered 
with a dirty mantle ; bent by hypocrify more, 
than age, lofk in debauchery, proud of his po- 
verty, and ftill prouder qf the gold he has 
amaifed ; this man holds the reins of this ftag- 
gering empire. His cruelty and his debauches 
go beyond even thofc of Dionyfius, Agathocles, 
and Phalaris. The name of this monk is bro- 
ther Robert ; he was an Hungarian cordelier, 
and preceptor of prince Andrew, whom he en- 
tirely governed. This monfter opprcfles the 
"vi^eak, defpifes the great, tramples juftice imder 
foot, and treats the two queens with the 
greateft infolence. The court and the city 
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trcmUe before him. A mournful iilence reign^i 
ki the public af&mUics ; and in private hoiii^ 
they converfc by whifpcrs. The leaft gdP- 
tare is pimiihed^ and to diink is imputed i 
cnme* 

' How terrible for me to negociate widi 
foch a man I I have prefentcd to him the or^ 
ders of the fovercign pontiff, and your juft Ac^ 
mands : he behaved with an infelence I can« 
not deforibe ; S/ufa, or Damafous, the capital 
o( the Saracens, would have received with 
more reipcA an envoy from the hcAy fee. The 
great lords imitate his pride and tyranny. The 
bifhop of Cavaillon is the only one who op* 
pofes this torrent : but what can one lamb do 
in the midft of fo many wolvey? It is the re- 
queft of a dying king alone that mates him 
endure fo wretched a Situation. How fmaH 
are the hopes of my ncgbciation ! But I flaaM 
wait with patience, though I know before* 
hand the anfwcr they will give me/ 

Petrarch reprcfents queen Joan as a woman 
t)f weak undcrftanding, and diipofod to gal- 
lantry, but incapable from her weakncfs of 
greater crimes. She was at this time eighteen 
years old, and governed by an old w^oman 
whofo origin was from the dregs of the people 
She was wife to a pow fiflierman of Oatana, 
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a town of Sicily, and was nurfc to a child of 
king Robert, of which his firft wife was de- 
livered when ihe followed him to the fiege of 
Trapani in Sicily, This woman was handfbme> 
inilnuating, and had found out the art of pleaf- 
ing both the wives of king Robert^ and the 
duchefs of Calabria the mother of Joan^ who 
cntrufted her with the education of her daugh- 
ter. She was confummate in the art of ad- 

.T 

drcfs and the intrigues of a court, and foon 
gained the heart of a young princefs who fought 
after nothing but love and pleafure. This 
woman had married for her fecond hufband a 
Turkifli Have, whom the fenefchal of Naples 
had bought of a corfair. The fenefchal took 
a. liking to him, and gave him his freedom; 
from. thence he became k<^eper of the king's 
wardrobe, in which pofliie amafled prodigious 
wealth. When he married the Catanefe he 
was made a chevalier, and by her credit ob- 
tained the place of fenefchal, which became 
vacant by the death of his mafter. She had a 
fon called Robert, for whom Ihe obtained his 
fathei*s place, after his death. His perfon was 
handfome and agreeable, and it was thought 
that Ihe very early procured him the good 
graces of the princefs Joan. Thefe people 
ufed every means to oppofe the coronation of 



ni. PETRARCH. Z45 

prince Andrew, that his authority, and that of 
the Hungarians, might not be confirmed ; and 
they, on their part, aimed at the deftruftion of 
the Catanefe and her cabal. Such was the 
• fituation of this divided court, and it was eaiy 
to forefee it muft end in fome tragical event. 

Petrarch, wearied but with the pretended 
confiderations they pleaded, to retard and 
amule him; formed the projed: of vifiting the- 
mount Gargon, the port of Brindifi, and the 
upper coaft of that fea. But the queen dow-. 
ager begged he would riot go fo far from Naples, 
always iaying to him, ' We muft wait a little, 
perhaps the face of things may change.* She 
permitted him, however, to vifit Ibme place? 
near, which he gives an account of in the fol-^ 
lowing letter to cardinal Colonna : 

■ I went to Baias with my friends Barbatus 
wid John' Barrili ; every thing concurred to 
render this jaunt agreeable ; good company, the 
beauty of the fcenes, and my extreme weari- 
nefs of the city I quitted. This climate, 
which, as fair as I can judge, muft be infupport- 
able in fiimmer, is delightful in winter. I was 
rejoiced to behold places defcribed by Virgil, 
and, wbich is more furprifulg, by Homer be- 
fore him. I have feen the Lucrine lake, fa- 
'Wpu^ fcfr its fine oyfters : the lak? Avernus, thq 
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Waters oiT which are as black as pitch, with fi& 
Swimming in it of the fame colour : marlhcs, 
formed by the ftanding water of Acheron, and 
€hat mountain whofc roots go down to hell ; 
the horrible arpe6): of this place, the thick 
(hades with which it is covered by a furround- 
ing ^ood, and the peftilential fmell that this 
water exhales, charaderiie it very juftly as the 
hell of the poets. There wants only die bark 
^ Charon, which would indeed be uimecef- 
ftiyv as there is only a fliailow ford to pafs 
over. The Styx and the kingdom of Pluto 
are now hid from our iight. Awed by what 
I had heard and read of theie mournful ap* 
|»o«^es to the dwellings of the dead, I was 
contented to view them at my feet from the 
top of a high mountain. The labourer, the 
ftepherd, and the &ilor, dare not approach 
them nearer. There are profound caverns, 
whei^ fbme pretend much gold is cdtcealed ; 
covetous men, they fay, have been to feek it, 
but th^ never returned ; whether they loft 
their way in the dark valleys, or whether they 
had a fancy to vi£t the dead^ being for near their 
habitation. 

* I have feen the ruins of the grotto of the 
famous Cumean Sybil ; it is a hideous roek, 
fufpendcd in the Avemian lake* iU fitutttiM 
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firiics the mind with horror : there ftill ?emain 
the hundred mouths by which the gods con- 
veyed their oracles ; they are dumb at prefent, 
ftnd there is only Qne God who fpeaks in hea- 
ven aod in the earths Thefe uninhabited ruin$ 
fcrvc for the nefts of birds of unlucky omen. 
Not far from hence h that horrible cavern 
which leads, lay they, to helL 
, * Who would believe, that clofe to the man- 
sions of the dead nature flK)uld have placed 
powerful remedies for the prefervatioh of life ? 
Near Avornus hawevcr> and Acheron, is that 
barren land fron^ whence rifes conti^nuaily a 
fidbtary; vigour, a cure for federal diii^fes ; and 
l^ofe hot fprings which ibund like the boiling 
tif an icon. pot; there are fome which vomit 
dndetfs hot aiid iiilp^roous. I have icen tho 
baths whkli fuitur e has prepared, but the ava- 
i^ice of tiie phyficians |iath rendered them of 
doubtful uik : this does not however prevent 
them ftoin being vifited by all the neighbour-^ 
ing towns. Thefe holk)we4 moifntains dazzle 
with the lyftre qf their marhle arches, on which 
are engraved figures that pcunt out by the po-^ 
iition of thdr hands the part of the body each 
ibuntam i& prop^^ to cure, 

^ I. faW the fcfundations of that admirable 
: jOefcrvtoipiQf Ncip^ which was to go feom mouQt 
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Mifenc fo the Avcmian lake, «id cfnclofe all 
the hot" waters of Baiae, ^ 

^ At Puzzoli I faw the moutitdin of EsLIcthYis, 
celebrated for its gmpes, whence the fainous^ 
Falemian wine. I faw likewife thbfe emaged 
waves that Virgil fpeaks of in hijl Georgics, 
on which Casfar put a bridle by the mdle wlwch 
he raifed there, and which AnguftuS" 'fiAilhed 3 
it' is now called the Dead Sea. I am fiirprifed 
at the prodigious expence the Zl<Mniiiis wetteat 
to build houfcs in the moft expolad fituations,^ 
to Ihelter them from the feverities o£ wintctp} 
for in the heats of f fuiombr doit r^Skfi of, the 
Appenines, the .imbuntaiiis ^ of Vijbcrhe,.. t&e 
woods of Orhbriu, Tivoli, Frefcate, :&c. fiir- 
nifhed them with chaiining.lhadcs;: ^^en the 
ruins of thofe. houfbi- are ibpirifc : But this 
laagnificence Wjas little fmtedvto tbe^iRonoaxi 
manners, and on this iccouht Mariufej Ceeiar, 
and Pompey, were praifed for having built 
upon the mountains, ivfcere they i were not dif- 
turbed by the foaniing of the iba, and where 
they trod under foot thofe' ; darling pleaiui^s 
which deflroy mankind, by rendering them 
effeminate. This it was that determined Sci- 
pio Africanus to feek a: ictreat «t lAqtxarm ; this 
unparalleled hero rather cho£b tostfde^Aonl Vo* 
luptuoufneis t^aii .trample it- uadef fobtr | 
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could fee nothing that would delight me more 
than his abode^ but I had no guide that was 
acquainted with its iituation. 

' Of all the wonders I faw in my little 
journey, nothing liirprifed me more than the 
prodigious ftrength and extraordinary courage 
of a young woman called Mary, whom we 
iaw at Puzzoli. She paSed her life among ibl- 
diers, and it was a comooon opinion that iho 
was £0 much feared, no one dared attack her 
honour. No warrior but envied her proweis 
and ikilL From the flower of her age flic 
lived in campsi and adopted the military rulea 
aEMl' drefs. Her body is that of a hardy foldier, 
rather than a woman, a^d feamed all over 
with ,the fears of honour. She; is always at 
war with her neighbours ; fometimes flie at- 
tacks them with a little troop, fometimes 
alone ; and feveral have died by her hand. 
She is perfed: in all the flratagems of the mi- 
Utary art ; and fuffers, with incredible patience, 
hunger, thirft, cold, heat, and fatigue. lu 
fine, flie lies on the bare ground, her fliield 
ferves for her pillow, and flae fleeps armed in 
the opeit air. 

^ X h^d f§en her in my firfl: voyage to Naples 
about threci years ago ; but as flie was very much 
aheredr I did not know her agsun. She came 
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forward to falute me ; I returned it as to a pcr^ 
ion I was not acquainted ivith;^ but by her 
laughs and the geibires of thofe aboot me^ I 
iufpcded fomething ; and^ obienring her with 
more attention^ I fomid under the helmet the 
face of this formidable irirgin-^ Wasi I. tain- 
form you of half the thmgs (heyrclBte^xf her* 
you would take them for fabks. . I wiH- thore*^ 
fore confine myfelf to a few fads, to which I 
was Tvitnefs. By accident^ ieveral fltangesrsj, 
who came to Fuzzoli to fee thirwonderr wcro 
all aflembkd at the citadel to inake trial of her 
ftrcngth. We found her aione^ ws&mg be^ 
fore the portico of the church, and not &t* 
prifed at the concourfe of the pcc^Ie* We 
begged Ihe would give us a proof of her 
ftrcngth. She excuied herfelf at firft as hav- 
ing a wound in her arm ; but afterwards flie 
took up ^ enormous block of ftone, and ^ 
piece q( wood loaded with iron, f^ Upon 
ihefe,** faid Ihe, '* you may try your/fbreiigtb 
if you will/* After every cmc had attempted 
to move them with more or lefs fuQce&, ihe 
took and threw them with fo mud^ cafe ovei^ 
Qur heads, that wc remained confounded/ and 
could hardly believe our eyes; At firft fotnet 
deceit was fufpi^ed^ \mt the^e co^ild- be lump. 
This has rendcbed credible wl>?t tjje^ ^i)p^^iit& 



felate of the Amazofts, and Virgil of the he- 
roiises of Italy^ who were beaded by Camilla^* 
Petcarch was but juft returned from this lit- 
tle journey, whcut the city of Naples underwent 
a horrible tempefl, which was felt along the 
Goa&s of the^ Mediterranean. 

* A monk^ who was the bifliop of a neigh«* 
bouring Ifland^ and held in great efteem for 
bis ian6li^ and his fkill in aftrology^ had fore« 
told that Naples was to be deftroyed by aUt 
earthqiiake on the 25th of Norember. This 
prophecy fpread fuch terror though the city^ 
^lat the inhabitants abandoned their affairs to 
prepare then^felves for <kath. Some hardy 
fpirits indeed ridiculed thoie who betrayed 
marks of fear on the approach of a thunder 
fiorm ; and, as fbon as the ftorm was over» 
jtftingly cri«i out. See, tJie prt^hecy has failed I 

* As to myfclf, I was in a ftate between fear 
and hope ; but I muft confeis that fear ibme^ 
times got the afcendant. Accuftomed to a 
bolder cHn^te, and in which a thunder ftorm 
ti winter was a rare phaenomenon, I con- 
idered what I ftow faw as a threatening from 
neaven. 

' On the eve of the night m which the pro- 
phecy Was to be fulfilled, a number of fe- 
Ataks^ more attentive to th< impending etii 



^. 



2^Z THE LIFE OF BOOK 

than to the decorum of their lex, ran half 
naked through the ftreets, prefling their chil- 
dren to their bofoms. They haftened to pro- 
firate themfelves in the churches, which they 
deluged with their tears, crying out with all 
their might. Have mercy j L(^d! Have mer- 
cy upon us ! , 

* Moved, diftreffed with the general con- 
ftemation, I retired early to the convent of St. 
Laurence. 1*he monks went to reft at the 
iifual hour. It was the feventh day of the 
moon : and, as I was anxious to obfervc in 
what manner (he would let, I ftood looking at 
my window till ihe was hid from my light by 
H neighbouring mountain. This was a little 
before midni^t* The moon was gloomy and 
Qvcrcaft ; ncverthclcfs I felt myfelf tolerably 
compofcd, and went to bed. Biit fearce had 
1 clofed my eyes, when I was awakened by the 
loud rattling of my chamber windows. I felt 
the walls of the convent violently Ihakch 
from their foundations. The lamp, which I 
alwaya keep lighted through the night, was ex- 
tinguifhed. The fe^r qf d??ith laid fall hold 
upon me, 

' The whole city was in cpmmotion, and 
you beard nothing but lamentatiqus, and con- 
fufed exhortatipus to make ready for the drea,d^ 
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fill event. The monks, who had rifcn to fmg 
their matins^ terrified by the naovements of 
the earth, ran into mv chamber, armed with 
jcrofles and relics, imploring the mercy of Hea- 
ven* A prior, whofe name was David, and 
who was confidered as a faint, was at their 
head. The fight of thcfe infpired us with a 
Utde courage. We proceeded to the church, 
which was already crowded ; and here we re- 
mained during the reft of the night, expecft- 
ing every moment the completion of the pro- 
phecy. 

* It is impoffible to defcribe the horrors of 
that night. The elements were let loofe. 
The noiie of the thunder, the winds, and the 
rain, the roarings of the enraged fea, the con- 
vulfiohs of the heaving earth, and' the dif- 
traxfted cries of thoie who felt themfelves ftag- 
gering on the brink of death, were dreadful 
beyond imagination. Never was there fuch a 
night ! As foon as we apprehended that day 
was at hand, the altars were prepared, and the 
priefts drefled themfelves for niafs. Trembling 
we lifted up our eyes to heaven, and then fell 
proftrate t^pon the earth. 

* The day at length appears. But what a 
day ! Its horrors were more terrible than thofe 
of the night. . No Iboner were the. higher 
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parts of the city ft little more calm, than we 
were ftruck with the outcries which wc heard 
towards the fca. Anxious to difcovcr what 
paiTed there, and flill expe^ng nothing but 
death, we became desperate, and inilantly 
mounting our horfcs, rode down to the fliore. 

* Heavens ! what a fight ! Vcflfels wrecked 
in the harbour. The ftrand covered with bo* 
dies which had been daihed againft the rocks 
by the fury of the waves. Here you fiiw the 
brains of fome, and the entrails of others; 
there the palpitating ftruggles of yet remaining 
life. You might diftinguiih the groans of the 
men, and the ihricks of the women, even 
through the noife of the thunder, the roaring^ 
of the billows, and the-cralh of the falling 
faoufes. The fca regarded not either the re* 
ftraints of men, or the barriers of nature. She 
no longer knew the bounds which had been 
fet by the Almighty. 

* That immenie mole, which ftretching it* 
felf out on each hand forms the port, wa£ bu^ 
tied under the tumult of the waves ; and the 
lower parts of the city were fo much deluged 
that you could not pafs along the ^eets with* 
out danger of being drowned. 

* We found near the Ihore above a thoufand 
NeapolUan knigfatsi who had aflembled» as it 

3 
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were, to attend the funeral obfequies of their 
country. This fplendid troop gave me a little 
coisrage- *• If I die," faid I to xnyfelf, '' it 
will fee at ieaft in good company." Scarce 
had I made this refleH^ion, when I .heard a 
dreadful clamour every where around me. 
The £ca had fapped the foundations of the 
place where we ftood, and it Was at this in^*- 
ftant giving way. We fled therefore imme* 
diatcJy to a more elevated ground. Hence we 
beheld a moft tremendous fight ! The fea be- 
tween Naples and Capraea was covered with 
moviiag mountains ; they were neither green a& 
in the ordinary ftate of the ocean^ nor black as 
in common ftorms, but white, 

^ The young queen rufhed out of the pa* 
lace bare-footed, her hair difhevelled, and her 
drefs in the greateft diforder. She ^vas fol- 
lowed by a train of females whofe drefe %vas 
as looie and diforderly as her own* They 
went to throw themfeives at the feet of the 
bleflcd Virgin, crying aloud, Mercy ! Mercy ! 
-^ * Towards the clofe of the day the ftorm 
abated^ the fea was calm, and the heavens fe* 
rene. Thofe who were upon the land ftif- 
fered only the pains of fear ; but it was other^ 
wife with thofe who were upon the water. 
Some Marfcilles gallies, laft from Cyprus, and 
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now ready to weigh anchor^ were funk before 
our eyes ; nor could we give them the. leaii af- 
iiilance. Larger veflels from other nations 
met with the fame fate in the midfl: of the 
harbour. Not a Ibul was faved ! 

* There was a very large vcflel which had on 
board four hundred crimihals under fentence of 
death. The mode of their punifhraent had 
been changed^ and they were referved as a for- 
lorn hope to be expofed in the firft e^ipedition 
againft Sicily. This Ihip, which was ftout aiul 
well built, fuftained the ihocks of the waves 
till funfet : but novv^ Ihe began to loofen and 
to fill with water. The criminals, who were 
a hardy fet of men, and lefs difmayed by death 
as they had lately feen him fo near at hand^ 
ftruggled with the ftorm, and by a bold arid vi* 
gorous defence kept death at bay till the ap- 
proach of night. But their efforts were in 
vain. The lliip began to fmk. Determined, 
however, to put oif as far as poflible the mo- 
ment of diflblution, they ran aloft, and hung 
upon the mafts and rigging. At this moment 
the tcmpeft was appeafed, and thefe poor coii- 
vi(fts were the only perfons whofe lives were 
faved in the port of Naples. Lucan fays. 
Fortune preferves the guilty. And do we not 
find, by daily experience, that lives of little mo* 
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rncnt eafily cfcapc the perilB to which they arc 
exposed/ 

Petrarch wrote this letter the day after the 
earthquake^ and concludes with the £>llowing 
rcfledions: 

* I truft that this Aorm will be a fuffident 
Security againft ail iblicitations to msAic me 
rift my life upon the ocean. This is the only 
thing in which I ihall dare to be a rebel : but iii 
this I would not ob^y either the pope, or even 
my father himielf/ was he again to return upoti 
the eaith. I will leave the air to the birds^ 
knd the {ca to d^ fifh ; £)r I am a land animaL 
and to the land will I -c6i^ne myfelf. Send 
toe whither yoii picafe ; I will go to th«e fur- ' 
theft eaft, or even round the world, provided I 
never quit my footing upon the earth. I know 
very well the divines infiil there is as much 
danger by land as by fea. It may be fo. But 
I bdeech you to permit me there to give up 
my life M^ere I firft received it. I like t^^at 
iay^ing ^^ one of the ancients. He who isjhip" 
"wrecked a fecund time^ cannot lay tfie fault upon 
iJeftune. 

Petrarch, in another letter to carflinall -Co* 
lonna, ipeaks of the continual murders in the 
city of NajJes. 

* The ftrects,' fays he, ^ at night are filled by 
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]fOung men of rank, who are armed/ and attaqk 
all who pafs without diftint^on ; they muft. 
fight or die. This evil is without remedy ; 
meither the authority of parents, the feverity of 
the magiftrates, nor the power of kings thcn^ 
ielvcs^ has been able to fu{^re& it : but it is 
not furprifing that fuch adions^ stre commkted 
at night, when they kill one another for diver- 
iion in open day. To thefe barbarous ipe6lack9^ 
the people run in crowds, and fhout and jre- 
joice at the iight of human blood ; even king» 
?ind princes are annifcd by it. . Young men are 
feen expiring under the eyes of their parerits^; 
and it i$ reckoned a fhame not to die with- a 
good grace, as if it was to fervc God or their 
country. The place deftined to this butchery 
is near the city. One day they dragged m^ 
thither. The king and <|ueen,^ with all the 
xiobility of Naples, were afl'embled. I was 
dazzled by the magnificence of this aiTcmblj^ 
but ignorant of the fight I. was to behol^^ 
when on a fiidden I heard a great noife and 
Chouting of the people : I looked toward the 
place from whence it came, and. faw a young 
man of a very iotcrefli^g figure, cotered with 
bloo4> who fell down and expired at my feet 
Seized with horror, I fet fpurs to my horfe, and 
fled with hafte from this infernal lpe<5lacle ; 
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corfing thoic who brought me there, and the 
ipeftators %vho could be pleafed with iuch a 
horrid light. You will not be fiirprifed they 
i^t^n your friends in irons, when they caa 
amufe themlelves with the death of an inno- 
icent and amiable young man. I am tempted 
inftantly to quit^ this barbarous place, and.ia 
.three days perhaps its lim will no longer fhine 
npon me. I fhall firfl: go into Cifalpine, and 
then to Tranlalpinc Gaul, eager to return to a 
mafter who can render every thing agreeable 
to me but the fea.' 

Petrarch erriployed alL his eloquence to make 
the Neapolitans feel the cruelty of thefe games, 
but in vain ; it was not till fifty years after this 
that they were abolifhed by Charles de la Poife, 
king of Naples. The lituation of Naples was 
inliipportable to Petrarch: he was however 
much honoured by queen Joan, who loved let- 
ters, and wiftied to attach him to her ; Ihe 
made him her chaplain and clerk in writing, as 
king Robert had done. Petrarch pafled a whole 
day before his departure with his friends John 
Barrili, and Barbatusof Sulmone, whom he 
.calls his fecond Ovid, drunk with the neftar of 
Hippocrenc. * They live,* fays he, * a tran- 
quil life, neither troubled with the noife of 
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childfen^ the contentions of fcfvants, iK>r the 
fatigues of bufinefo.* 

The part of his negociation which refpeded 
the f eleafe of prilbners Petrarch iiicceedcd^ in* 
iThis was afterwards the oecafion of prince 
Andrew's death : they were releafed by hi^ in*- 
tercft ; and he took them into the moft in^ 
timate friendfliip, which rendered them in*- 
folent, and caufed their rtiin: tmd Petrarch 
was concerned he had meddled with this affair, 
which proved fo fatal in the end to the per- 
fons concerned as well as the prince himfelf. 

Before Petrarch fet out from Naples, there 
was a report fpread of his death in that part of 
Italy between the Alps and the Appenincs, 
and they even mourned for him at Venice. 
Aritoine de Bedcari in rather too much haftc 
wrote fome verfes on the occasion. A fkctch 
of this poem will ferve to fhew tht luperiority 
of Petrarch's genius to that of the poets who 
were his contemporaries. The poem is allegos- 
rical, as were moft of the writings in that age; 
It reprefents a funeral procefliori, composed 
of feveral ladies followed by a numerous train; 

Among thefe Grammar appears the firft, fup* 
ported by Prifcian and other matters famed in 
its rules. She celebrates the pains with whtdi 
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Petrarch cultivated her regard from his tcn- 
der^ft youth, l^meats extremely his lofs, and 
feero3 to ftar there is not one grammarian left 
itble to fill, his place. After her comes Rhe- 
toric followed by Cicero, GcofFroy de Vi- 
nclbuve, and Alain de Lifle, two Gothic au* 
thars of the twelfth and thirteenth century, 
who muft be very much furprifed to fee them- 
ielvcs at the fide of Cicero. Next comes a 
^ain of hiftorians: Livy, Suetonius, Florus, 
^jind Eutropius with his hands joined, and his^ 
fece coyered ; followed by the nine Mufet 
rending their garments, tearing their hair, and 
ihowing aU the figns of a moft lively grief, 
Philofophy appears the next in a black robe,- 
as a widow who iiiments for a hufbapd flic moil 
tenderly loved* Plato, Ariftotle, Cato, and Se- 
neca, make up her train. 

Virgil, Ovid, Juvenal, Statins, Horace, Lu- 
eretiuis, Perfius, Gallus, and Lucan, fupport the 
bier, and depofit the body in the ntiaufoleuixi 
of Parnaflus, which had not been opened for 
feveral centuries. Minerva clofes this pr^ 
ceifion, bringing from heaven the crown of 
Petrarch, which flie had in her pofleffion, bHA 
which flie places in a iacred wood of pines/ 
where it may be fiieltered from the wind, the '' 
blunder, aad the rainu 
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The poet by a fort of envoy addrefles his own 
poem, and fays, ' This is from Antoine de Bec- 
cari, who knows little, but would willingly 
le*arn more.* Petrarch fent this poet a few lines 
rather than a fonnet, in which he teftifies his 
gratitude, and proves it by avoiding to anfwer 
him in fuch a manner as Would have confefled 
his own fuperiority. 

Petrarch fct out from Naples at the end of 
December, and went diredly to Parma, which 
he found in a very unhappy fituation. The 
brothers of the family of Corrcge were dif- 
united ; the city was blocked up by their ene* 
ihies, and fufFered all the diftreffes that war,' 
famine, and internal divifions, produce. This 
redoubled Petrarch's defirc to return to his 
friends at Avignon, to Laura, and to his TranjP- 
alpine Parnaflus, as he called his retreat at Vau- 
elufe. The difficulty was to get out of Parma 
tvith fafety. He could not pais on the wcftem 
fide, which was his fhorteft road to France ; 
that road was ihut up entirely ; and if he went 
towards the eaft, he muft go by the army of 
the enemy. There are certain uneafy iltuations 
of the mind which caufe perfons of the leaft 
intrepidity to brave the grcateft dangers ; and 
iuch was Petrarch's. He fet out m February 
ut fun-fct with a fmall number of perfons^ who 
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agreed to run the fame rilk as himfelf. About 
midnight, near Rheggio, a troop of robbers 
ruflied from their ambufcade, and came down 
upon them, crying, ' Kill ! kill !' All their re- 
fourcc was in flight, favoured by the darkhefi 
of the night. Petrarch in this precipitate re- 
treat was thrown from his horfe, which had 
ftumbled againft Something in the road ; and 
the fall was fo violent that he fwooned. When 
he came to himfelf, he was fo bruifed he could 
fcarcely move ; but fear giving him ftrength, 
he remounted his horfe, and was joined by his 
companions. They had not gone far, when a 
violent ftorm of rain and hail, with thunder and 
fighfnlng, rendered their fituation almoft as 
bad as that they had efcaped from, and prefent- 
cd them with the infiage of death in another 
fiiape. They pafled a dreadful night, without 
finding a tree or the hollow of a rock to fllelter 
them. Neceflity fharpens the invention, and 
thfey contrived an expedient which guarded 
Ifccril in fbme meafure from the injuries of the 
^c^ther. They fet the backs of their horfea 
t($g^ther on the fide from whence the ftorm^ 
dlt)re, and thus they made a fort of tent ta 
eover them. 

•'' J Whfenf tibe dawn of day permitted, Petrarc^i 
and hLr companions fet out on their journey. 
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and got fafely to Scandiano^ a caille occupied 

by the Oonzagas^ friends to the lords of Parma. 

They learned there, that if the ftorm had not 

detained them, they would have fallen into the 

hands of the enemy, and that they owed their 

iafety. to an accident they had confidered as 

very unfortunate, Petrarch now felt the con-r 

fequence of his fall. He wanted reft and affift- 

ance, and with great pain and difficulty, after a 

few hours refrefhment, got to Modcna, where 

he flept, and the next day arrived at Bologna. 

He ftopped there for advice ; the phyficians 

aiTured him that the warm weather woiJd 

alone reftore him to health. He was> however, 

fo much difgufted with Italy in . its preient 

iituation; or he was ib eager to fee Laura, 

without whom he felt life was inftipportable ; 

that the moment he could fit his horfe, he took 

the road to Avignon. On approaching that 

city, * I feel,' fays he, * a greater fpftnefs in 

the air, and I fee with delight the flowers that 

adorn the neighbouring woods: Every tbii^ 

announces the prefence of Laura. I have fled 

from tempefts and war to feek a happy afylum 

in the temple of love> and behold her who can 

calm the winds, and clear the air from all oh- 

icuring clouds.* 

Soon after his return Petrarch went to pais 
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fomc days at Vauclufe. He was charmed to 
fee his houfe again^ and his books. But the 
absence of Philip de Cabailble rendered this 
ipot^ lefs agreed.ble : he was ftill at Naples^ de^ 
tained there by his attachment to the memory 
of the d^ceafed kingi and the deiire of ferving 
his family. Petrarch wrote the bifliop this 
letter : 

* I fled from the fury of civil war, and 
have taken refuge in my old retreat. Here I 
find many things that plcafe me, woods, rivers, 
and peace ; but I find riot my friend, and this 
place no longer charms me without his focicty, 
I am, however, well fatisfied ; I am here, and I 
determine to pafs the reft of my life in this 
place, if affairs do not change in Italy. This is 
my Parnaffus. The Mufes, driven out of Italy, 
Tcnjoy here the tranquillity they love. You may 
enjoy it too ; and will find yourfelf much hap- 
pier than at Naples, as I have experienced aa 
agreeable contraft between this place and Par- 
ma. Let others run after riches and honours ; 
let them be marquiffes, princes, kings ; I con- 
fent : for my own part, I am content with 
being a poet. But on yours, will you be always 
wandering ? You know the courts of princes, 
the fnares they contain, the cares that devour, 
8 
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the .porih that are run^ the tempcfts to ^hidi 

* Believe me. . Come back; aind repoie 
yourielf in jour tdlocefe, whiie fortune yet 
imiles upon you. Tou havcall you want : kt 
Us leave fupetfluity to mifcrsl We ihall havie 
no'fiikc tapeftiies^ but our hangings vv^ill be 
decent. Our tables will not be fumptuous and 
ioaded with many coufies^ but we^ihall have 
enovi^ to iuffioe us. Our beds wilt not h^ 
covered with gold or purple, nor our chimaje)ys 
or ftairs be of marble ; hut we iha.ll only fleep 
the eafier. The hour of death* apptoaches, and 
warns me to limit my deiires. I confine mry&lf 
to jdie cultivation of my gardens. I aih< gping 
Id plant in them fruit-trees, which jQudHreffeih 
sfte with their fhade when I go to fifh under 
ray rocks. The trees I have arc oldi they 
want to be renewed. I beg of you^ to order 
jpur people to procin-e fome pear and ; peach 
trees for me at Naples. I work for my old ag@|> 
Y.'hich I befeech you to favour and ^ proteifL 
This is written to ypu in the midil of the woodj^i 
^m your hermit of the Sorga.* . .. , ^ . 

About this time there was a great contentioii: 
with refpe<3;to thofe iilands we callthQ Gana^!i 
nes^ and which the Bomans named <tbe ^(^n 
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tanatc iflcs ; they arc fituated in the Atlantic 
ocean near the kingdom of Morocco ; they 
were called Fortunate from the fruitfulncfs of 
the land, and the foftncfs of the air. In effc<ft 
they have a perpetual fpring. The rigours of 
winter are not felt in this climate, and the 
heats of iiimmcr are foftened by the zephyrs 
which continually arife to temper and refreih 
the air. Thefe iilands were loft as it were in 
the decline of the Roman empire ; but the 
Genoefe found them out again in the thir- 
teenth century. Lewis of Spain, the eldeft 
ion of Alphonzo king of Caftile, and Blanche 
daughter of St. Lewis, who was charged with 
a negociation to the pope from the king of 
France, took it into his head to aik Clement to 
beftow on him tlie government of thefe iilands; 
Clement, who claimed the right of giving 
kingdoms and reigning over kings, and who, 
naturally generous and benevolent, gave a king* 
dom with the iame eafe as he would beftow 
a benefice, granted this requeft ; and crowned 
Lewis at Avignon with all poifible magni-^ 
ficence, and made a fine difcourfe himfelf upon 
the. Qccafion : Lewis agreeing to facrifice his 
life and wealth to drive the infidels out of 
thiefel iilands; to eftablifh the true faith; to 
bold his kingdom from the holy fee, and pay 
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an annual tribute. Thefe things fettled, the 
jfopc put the crown on his head^ and the fccp* 
ter in his hand ; and ordered him to walk in 
proceilion through the ftreets of Avignon 
with this fine regalia, and a moft fplendid train. 
Unfortunately this pompous march "was dif^ 
turbed by a thunder ihower, which toimed this 
moft auguft ceremony into a jeft. 

The new king, abandoned by all his court, 
arrived at his palace wet to the fkin : a true 
pognoftic that he would reign over nothing 
but fogs. In truth Lewis gained nothing by 
this eledlion but the golden crown, and the 
pretty name of Prince of the Fortunates# juft 
iiiited to the > hero of a romance* But as to 
Clement, he enjoyed two very fenfible pleaiiir^s, 
the giving an entertainment, and £be making 
t>f a king. It was laid, continues Petrarch, 
who gave this detail to the bifliop' of Cavailr 
Ion, that the Engliih, who looked upon the 
iflands that form their kingdom as the moft 
fortunate of all others, were alarmed when 
they learnt that the pope had given them 
away. Nothing can better paint the ridiculous 
fear of a proud and barbarous people, who 
were perftiaded that nature had treated them 
better than all others, and that their fuperioritj 
m all things was never to be called in i^ftion. 
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There is a bon-*mot related of Don Sancho, the 
brother of this Lewis, with which I ihall clofe 
this account, as it is very fimilar to it, 

Don Sancho having been proclaimed king of 
Egypt by the pope, who expefted great things 
from his bravery, experience, and excellent 
education, afked his interpreter who aQcom- 
panied him (for he underftood not the Latin 
tongue) what was the reafon of thole ihouts of 
applaufe. ' Sire,* replied he, ' the pope has 
created you king of Egypt/ * We muft not be 
ungrateful/ replied the prince ; * go thou and 
proclaim the holy father caliph of Bagdat/ 
* This,' concludes Petrareh, * is what I call a 
plcafantry well worthy of a king. They give 
to Don Sancho an ideal kingdom : he returns 
the favour with a chimerical pontificate/ 

One day Petrarch went to walk in a de- 
lightful place near Avignon, where he often 
met Laura : of, if Ihe was not there, the ob- 
jeds around enchanted him, and recalled a 
thoufand pleaiing fenfations. As he was me- 
ditating in thi^ delightful fituatibn, he wrote 
the following lines : 

•* Stream evir limpid, Frcfh, and clear. 
Where Latnra*s charms appear renewed I 
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Te flowers that touch her gentle breaft t 

Ye happy trees on which (he leans ! 

Ye fbencs embelli(h'd by her fteps ! 

If grief (hall clofe thefc wretched eyes. 

May fome kind hand when I am dead > 

Cover me with this happy earthy 

And lighdy fpread it round my tomb : 
. T^frill (bed delight on my abode : 
■ •Twill make me fearlcfs of its gtoonu 

And when my fair majeftic nymph 

Shall vifit this delightful fpots 

When (he (hall view my filent daft^ 
.And. mark the change her love has wrought t 
' Then will Ihf waft a gentle figh ; 

Then will (he drop a tender tear i 

And like an infant at the breafty 

Who cannot fpeak its foft diftrefi^ 

So will the heart of gendc Laura bleeif. 

And in fad filence treafure up its woe>.' 

1345. After the departure of Petrarch from 

Italy, the commotions at Parma increaied. 

__ ► 

Azon de Corregfe, who had expreflcd the high- 
eft regard for Petrarch, and had loaded him 
with benefits, gave him the moft preffiM in- 
vitation to come tb Verona, whither he had re- 
tired and taken up his abode. William dc 
Paftrengo, and other of his friends, jomcd in 
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this cntttBty^ Pcttarch was tenderly attached 
to Azon, whofe difpofition and manner of 
thinking fuited him in all rcfpefts. And thefe 
kind invitations ftaggered the refolutions Hd 
had formed, to which fome other niotives were 
added for his quitting Avignon. He had beea 
now fourteen years attached to cardinal Co- 
lonna, who had done very little for him, mA 
his fortune was very moderate. This mafter^ 
who loved Petrarch tenderly, and had alwaysf 
behaved to him like a brother, was become 
difficnilt to pkafc, unfatisfied, exacting; at leaft 
he appeared fo in the eyes of Petrarch, yrh<j4h 
free and independent fpirit - could not brook 
the leaft authority. -^-' The love of his country 
was always uppermoft in his mind, and per- 
haps he ^ifedttered himfelf he Ihould be able to 
promote its peace. To' thefe motives were 
joined fome fecret reafons he did not think 
proper to divulge. And on thefe accounts he 
formed the refolution to quit Avignon, Laura, 
and Vauclufe. He went to difclofe his defign 
to cardinal Colonna, who was much difpleaffed 

at it. ^ 
*"5i What whim has taken you,' faid he> ' to 

g3^and fettle in Italy? You are inured to 

this country ; you have paffed your youth in it ; 

you are known, loved, and cfteemed ; you have 
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many ties here ; Avhy ihould you think of leav^^ 
iiigitr , , 

' My mailer/ replied Petrarch, ' ncyf times» 
new cares ! This country is become odicms to 
me. The land produces nothing but aconite* 
It is deiblated by hail and the northern winds, 
and its waters are corrupted with lead. . I aiv 
difpleaied with every thing here, even with the 
mr I breathe* I came poor, and I leave it ilill 
poorer. There is a pride or arrogance in.tlw 
court to which I cannot iubmit. Even youi 
who was {o good, (o gentle, ib eai^ tp liya 
with formerly, permit me to fay it, yo)i s^/t 
become reftleis, difficult, unsociable, and tbeie 
is no living with you. When we are youngi 
we can bear thefe things ; but I feel tha^: m^ 
humour changes with* my years, and that ;! 
cannot fiipport this life. I know nothing mofe> 
ridiculous or melancholy than to grow old in 
ilavery. Permit me to die free, and contii^ 
to indulge me with your favour.* .. .' 

* Ungrateful !' faid the cardinal with nji^, 
vacity, * and is it thus you acknowledge ,t^$ 
goodnefs you fpeak of? If I have not done for 
you all I wiflied, I have loved you finccfdy, 
and fet afide every diftindion that birth fafd 
created between us.' 

^ Love is repaid by love,* replied Petrarch^ 
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' I have loved you ever fince I had the honour 
of knowing you, and I fhall never ceafe to love 
you. Here then we are equal/ 

* But/ replied the cardind, ' what obliges 
you to determine with lb much precipitation ? 
AH that you fay of Avignon, have not you 
known it long ? or is it a difcovery that you 
have juft made ?* 

* I confefs,' replied Petrarch, ' that I have 
known it long. But I have been detained by 
habit, by my attachment for you, and my 
love for Laura. Every thing alters with time. 
My hair, which is become gtey, warns me to 
change my manner of thinking, and my life. 
Love fuits not with one of my age. My 
friend Axon has given me a higher relilh for 
the beauties of Italy, our country. The air is 
purer, the water clearer, the flowers more 
beautiful. The rofes have a finer perfume ; the 
fruits and herbs a finer tafte. It is time I 
fhould go there to enjoy my liberty, and take 
pofleffion of my father's lepulchre ; there is not 
i moment to lole. I aik your permiflion to 
depart.' 

^ Go !* faid the cardinal with indignation. 
' You are an inconftant. You will be foon 
weary of the life you are going to lead ; you 
will regret that you have left, and I prophefy 

VOL. I. T 



$f4 "f^^ ^^^^ ^^ fiooH 

you will wifh to return £o it. I formed your 
youth ; you have learned all that you know in 
my houfe. It is very difagreeablc to me that 
anothei' fliould reap the advantage. I am like 
the labourer who beholds a ftranger gather the 
fruit of his pains; like the merchant who 
feeks from afar thofe nierchandifcs he is de- 
prived of enjoying. I do not hide fron* you 
iny grief for your lois ; but know I can make a 
fliift to live without you. I forefce you will 
be always poor.* 

The reprefentations of tlie cardinal, and the 
foiicitations of his friends, could not alter the 
refolution pf Petrarch. He went to take leave 
of Laura. As Ihq was ignorant of the nptotive 
of hifi vifit^ (he received him with a fmiling 
face : but when he had explained himfelf, and 
Ihe found he was to leave Avignon, Ihe changed 
cojour^ caft h^r eyes to the ground, and kept 
filcncc^ * There was fomething fo touching 
in her manner/ iays Petrarch, ' no word* 
could dcicribe it. It .feerz>ed to fay^^ *' Alas I 
you. arc going Petrarch! Ah! who M^iU rpb 
me of my faithful friend ?" 

When Petrarch had bid adieu to h^px2i, 
and his two dearcft friends in Avignon, th? 
cardinal and Socrates, he fet out by land and 
went acrofs Piedmont to Parma. He ftaid 



. there ottly a few days to fettle hi« affairs, the 
city being ftiii in comtootion, and then cm-» 
baited upon the Po to go to Venma, where 
he was impatiently expefted. 

The fon of Petrarch, whom he had brought 
up fecrctly at Avignon, was tiow eight yeari 
old, Petrarch was determined to entruft hii 
education with Renaud de ViUefranche, whd 
was cfteemcd an excellent mafter, ^rhis ftd 
doubt was one of Petrarch's fecret motives fof 
removing to Italy. He had not been long 
there before he repented, and, as cardinal Co- 
lonna had foretold, wiftied himfelf at Avi^ioa 
again. In leaving Laura he had left the half 
of himfelf ; and the delightful hills and charm- 
ing valleys flie frequented were ever prefent to 
his mind. Petrarch was informed by Sen- 
ttucio d*Elbene, that the cardinal was extremely 
defirous of his return, and that Laura fufiered 
too much. It is certain flie was in very great 
afflidlion for the lofs of Petrarch. His friend 
Socrates alfo dud all he could to engage him to 
return to Avignon, and wrote him the follow- 
ing letter : 

V * What demon has taken polTeilion of you ? 
How. could you bring ' yourffelf to abandon 
a country where you {pent your youth Hs 
agxeeably, ^md with fo much fucccfs ? How 

T Si 
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can you live fo far from Laura, whom you 
tenderly love, and who is fo much grieved at 

your abfence ? If thefc things cannot touch 
you, refleft on the friends you have left here, 
who languifh for want of your fociety, and ar- 
dently befeech you to return. Think of your 
Socrates, who caniiot live withoxit you^ The 
fovcreign pontiff. a£ks continually where you 
arc, what you are doing, and why you do not 
return. What charms can that country have 
for you which is a prey to the fury of war ? 
Your proteftor, your friend Azon alfo is mortal ; 
your fortune depends on his fmgle life : and 
who knows whether his affeftion will laft? 
Alas ! upon whom can vv^^ depend in this 
world ?* . 

Petrarch made this reply: 

* You lofe your time, my dear Socrates : my 
refoluhon is taken. I have caft anchor in the 
place where I am. The Rhone with all ite. ra- 
pidity, nor even Laura hct&Xf, can draw me 
from hence. To ftagger my xe&hxtkm, you 
fet before me the errors of my youth and jpy 
fatal paffion. Alas ! 1 was when young too 
much cngroffed by periiliable attra<ftions, too 
much tormented all my life with a fatal paf- 
fion. I have left thefe things behind me, and 
I am making hafty advances to the end of my 
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career. The friends I have left, above all your* 
ielf, my dear Socrates, w^ould be the ftrongeft 
motives for my return. But is it not juft you 
Ihould come once to me in Italy, who have 
been fo often for your fake at Avignon ? The 
fevereign pontiff flatters me by the honour of 
his regard ; but Ihall a thirft after riches and . 
honours make me wander for ever ? Is it not 
better to enjoy with tranquillity the little that 
I poifefs ? If that friend thinks I want more, 
the diftance of my fituation need not prevent 
his good will. Whofe influence is more ex- 
tenfive than his who with one hand opens the 
gates of heaven, and with the other fliuts 
thofe of hell ? But I am content with my lot, 
and I dcfire nothing beyond it. Alas ! I 
know it, Italy is torn to pieces by inteftine di- 
vi^ons, and threatened with foreign wars : but 
where can we live without peril, or find glory 
in the ttiidft of peace ? My friend, it is true, is 
mbrtil : but fliould he die, his glory and his 
virtues will iurvive. I can never fiifpcd: his 
afieftidn and fidelity. If probity and candour 
hftve any habitation upon earth, tjiey dwell in 
his heirt. We live in the moft perfeft union, 
and this union promifes to continue. Our 
'time is divided by various employments, 
Rnd the freedqm and cheerfulnefs of our conn 
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verfatlom make our days and nights pafs m« 
fenfibly away. When my paiEou for folittide 
Qomes on, I fly the city, and go wandering 
about the country without care or fear. In the 
ftimmer, ieated in the iliade ou a green lawn» 
or reclining on the bank of a river, I defy the 
l^eat of the dog-days. The autumn d^pfisosxh^i 
and I fi^all repair to the woods followed by th0 
Muies. How muck to^ be prcferi^d i^ thi^ 
life to that we lead in a court where envy and 
amhUion reign ! I tread with delight upon the 
duSt, o£ Italy. Its ait sq^pears more pi^re aiid 
ierci>e, and i»y eyes contemplate with joy the 
ftars which fhine ovei: it. 

^Wh^u death ftiall terminate my labo^irSj 
ift will be a great coniblation* Set me to f epo^ 
Hjyfelf itt th^ arms pf this teiadet fifcend, who 
wiJJ clefc n^y eye^ ^nd, depofiit nnfy i:«mjains in 
ijte jsnother cftrth* And wlten.time, which no- 
thing can refift^iha}) have mouldered away my 
tomjb, the air of this beloved* country &all 
gently agjfcate the aftxes it encloled/ 

One Ihould have fuppofed Petrarch wcfl isc- 
folved, from this letter, to. take up his future 
abode in Italy ; yet fiich was the irrefolutioix of 
his charader, that foon after this he returned to 
Avignon. Some great bufin^fs, he faid, occa- 
fioncd him- to depart with precipitation* This 

3 



bufiaefs Was doubtlefs his love of Laura^ and 
that inquietude of mind which attended him 
c*ery where* 

He let out from Verona about tie end of 
November 1345. The troubles of Lombardy 
obliged him to take his route through Swit- 
2erland. William de Paftrengo would accomt-* 
p»ny biro. They Ifept at Pefchiera, a littld 
town on the lake of Gorda, the prettieft fitua- 
tion one can behold. They paffed the grcatcft 
part of the night in converfation. The next 
mommg, when they arrived at the confines of 
Brefcia and the Vcronefe, where they were td 
feparate, Petrarch in a fit of grief fell upon the 
i^eck of his friend, and with a flood of tears 
feid to hi^m, ' Dear friend, it is with extreme 
i^onccrit I leave you to return into a forcigii 
land. Perhaps I fliall never fee you again, bu| 
I fhall love you while my life remaius. Nei- 
ther time nor diftance can ever efface thefe 
feelings, which are deeply engraved on my 
bea^t^ Take care of yourfelf, and never forget 
your Petrarch/ William de Paftrengo was in 
too miuch diftrefs to te capable either of fpeech 
or motion : he held his friend in his arms, and 
it was not without difficulty they were fepa«^ 
rated. This account is in a letter of WilKam 
^ Paftrengo, in which, after expreffing his an^ 
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t9&sie&£oT a journey undertaken in ib inclement 
a^feaibn^acrois mountains buffeted by the winds 
and covered with fnow, he fpeaks with plea- 
fanfiry of Jus* li& at Avignon. 

^ You have pafied the Alps/ fays he to hina/- 
' I have no longer any uneaiinefs about that ; 
from hence I fee you paying homage to our 
lords the cardinals : you make way for the firft, 
you bow to a fecond, a third gives you hifr- 
hand, and you are embraced by a fourth. Yon 
pay to each of them the moft profound obei-».. 
iance. I fee you performing duty at your 
church of Saint Agneol, and from thence rcrv 
turning through the Elyfian. fields. You attach.; 
yourfelf to your Colonna, cultivate yquu . laurel • 
and rejoice under the fliadow of your Delphio 
crown, I felicitate your happincfsj it gives 
me lefs envy than jJcafiire : adieu^ my dear Po^ 
trarch/ 

Petrarch went on horfeback from Lyons to 
Avignon along the banks of the Rhone, So im. 
patiecit for the fight of Laura^ he wifhed to 
follow the current of that rapid flream, which 
in the lofty mountains takes its iburcc, and 
runs to pay its tribute to the ocean. 

^ ; Nor fleep nor hunger ftops thy happy 
coinrfe; while I, though love attrad:s, mufi 
linger far behind, If thou fhouldfl pafs a beau-^ 
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teoQS yale^ and feel the air more calm aisd 
pure, iulpcnd thy courfe ; for there fometimes 
the obje<3: I adore graces thy banks. Perhaps 
(ihall I indulge the flattering thought?) dm 
waits me there, and chides my long delay; Be 
thou my meflenger of love : falutc my ^ir 
one, and announce my prefence/ 

Nothing could be more flattering to Pe- 
trarch's felf-lovc than the reception given him 
on his return. He was received by the pope and 
all the court with joy, and the higheft marks 
of favoiir. The place of apoftolic lecretary 
was vacant at that time. It was a poft of great 
honour, and led to an intimate connexion and 
confidence with the pope. It was laborious ; * 
but>' to corapeniate for that, the revenue was 
very conflderable. Clement, who loved Pc*- 
trarch, and who wiflied to fix him in his court, 
offered him this place; his friends alfo en- 
treated^ him to accept of it, but nothing could 
prevail upon him ; he was conftant and im- 
Ihnkcn, always anfwering that he would be 
frec^ and that he hated even golden chains. 
The fame motive had engaged Horace to refufe 
the place of fecretary to Augultus. Upon his 
refuial, it was given to a Neapolitan named 
Francis. Petrarch knew and had corresponded 
with him. * He is a good man,' fays he, ' aijd 
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my friend, as he fays ; but ilfitcrate, and with- 
out reputation/ 

The melancholy crent that happened at tM^ 
time at Naples affefted Pctraich extreme-. 
iy» We hare lecn the dreadful commotions 
in that court. Prince Andrew had never yet 
been crowned in that kingdom, though ac- 
fcnow^Iedged king in fome foreign courts. The 
difgufl and contempt of queen Joan toward 
him increafcd every day ; fhe eould not fup- 
port thofe rough and vulgar manners which 
hi* unpolifhed education had given him, 9.nd 
which were fo contrary to the gaHiantry and 
magnificence which jeigned at Napfes. Fon^ 
of her coiK^ln, the prince of Ta^en£iMn^ aod 
governed by the Catanefe and her €ab»t, flie 
would never allow her hufband the fmdfeft 
Ibare in the government, or exprefs the leail 
attachment towards him, and, it was^ thought, 
hated him for his weaknefs of cofiftitution. In 
the midfl of thefe diflenfions, however, flic 
proved with child : this event, and the felici- 
tations of the Hungarians, above all the monk 
Robert, awakened Andrew from his fetha;rgy, 
and determined him on revenge. The popcj^ 
Jong folicited by the Hungarian party, could 
no longer defer this coronation, , and he fixed ^ 
day for it, on the condition that prince An^ 
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drew fhould claim no right to the kingdom, 
which at his death was to fucceed according to 
the will of king Robert. Every thing was fet- 
tled, when the Catanefc and her cabal, feeing 
no other means to prevent the triumph of 
tkeir enemies, confpired againft the life of 
prince Andrew. To render the execution of 
this plot mofe eafy, they engaged the court to 
go and pais the month of September at Avcifk, 
a little town between Naples and Capua, very 
delightfully fituated. 

On the eighteenth of this month, at night, 
Andrew, almoft entirely undreffed and ftcpping 
into the queen's bed, w^as fummoned as for 
affairs of great confequcncc, and was told a 
courier was arrived from Naples in hafte with 
diipatches for him. Scarcely was the prince 
got out of the cHapiber to go through the ad- 
joining gallery, when the confpirators, after the 
door of the queen^'s apartment was Ihut, fell 
upon him with fury. One of them muffled 
him with gloves to fmother his cries ; others 
threw a cord with a running knot round his 
neck, and hung hin;i by it upon a balcony 
which looked into the garden ; and fome who . 
were in the garden pulled him with fb much 
force by the feet, that the blood ftreamcd out of 
hi3 uofe and eyes. ' In fine, having cxercifed ^U 
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forts of cruelty and abufe on his body, they let 
hiro fall into the garden, where they werep 
going to bury him, when a Hungarian woman, 
nurfe to the prince, put them to flight by the 
violence of her cries* 

Queen Joan was fufpefted of being^conccm- 
cd in this fhocking affalfination. Her antipa- 
thy to her hufband, her love for Lewis prince 
of Tarentum, her union with the conlpirators, 
who were either her lovers or her domeftics, 
were ftrong fufpicions, which fhe confirmed by 
marrying the prince Ihe loved before the time 
of mourning for her hufband was expired, and 
by her negligence in attempting to difcover the 
accomplices in his murder* Somq hiftorians, 
however, juftify her from having any hand in 
this black crime, and Ihe was unanimoufly 
cleared from it by the court of Rome : alio 
Petrarch and his friend Boccace did not believe 
her culpable. It is to be wiflied a young queen 
to whopi Petrarch was attached, and who was 
^ defcendant of the great king Robert, could be 
juftified ; but it is hardly to be doubted that 
Ihe knew of the plot which was executed at 
the very door of her chamber, by her lovers, her 
confidents, and her.fervants ; and to know and 
not prevent it, certainly made her partaker of 
the crjme. 1% is not however furprifii^g ihq 
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(hould be acquitted, for Ihe was only eighteen 
^cars of age, and extremely beautiful. 

The bifliop of Cavaillon was almoft a wit- 
lieis of this cataftrophe. He had been made a 
cardinal by Clement fmce his refidence at 
IsTaplcs. In indignation for fo horrible an out- 
rage, and difgufted with every thing in this 
debauched court, which he had not authority 
enough to remedy, he requefted his difmiffion, 
and embarked in a galley the 23d of December 
to return to Avignon. The next day, which 
was Chriftmas eve, a violent tempeft caft him 
on the coaft of Herculano, where they landed 
with difficulty. At midnight there came a 
courier from the queen, defiring him to come 
back to Naples to baptize the child flie hadjuft 
b;rought into the world. The pope, whom Ihe 
had requefted to ftand godfather, had left to her 
choice the perfon that fhould reprefent him 01^ 
this occafion, and Ihe gave the preference to 
the bilhop of Cavaillon. This prelate, though 
fatigued by the tempeft, fet out immediately 
for Naples, and as fbon as the ceremony Wats 
over returned to his Ihip, which faikd im- 
mediately. The queen, having no hopes of 
ever feeing him again, named for her chan- 
cellor^ in his place, the bifliop of Montcaffin, 
fent by the pope with the bifhop of Padua to 
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take care of the little ckild, andprefide overiti 
education. The bi/hop of CavaiUon fufferc4 
in his iecond navigation a mote dreadful tem- 
peft than in the former, from which he was 
miraculouily delivered by die interccffion of 
St. Magdelane, which he afiiires us of Mmfelf 
in a life he w rote of that faint ; ami which he 
dedicated to the archbifhop of Lycms^ w^fao had 
a great zeal for her, and founded a chapel to 
her honour in that metropolis. This life is ia 
the library of St. Vidior at Paris. TI>e biihop» 
thus delivered from the peril with which he 
was threatened, arrived fafcly at Avignon in 
January 1346. What a joy for Petrarch 
again to fee lb dear a friend ! He wifhed to 
have a particular account of the events at Na* 
pies from Ib^ good a judge : writing fome time 
after on this fubje<ft, to Barbatus of Sulmone, 
he fays : 

* I forefaw that fome dreadful calamities 
threatened this unhappy kingdom ; but I own 
I did not imagine that a young arid innocent 
prince woqld be the firft victim Sacrificed to 
barbarity. I recoiled no aftion like this in the 
tragedies of old : but our age, fruitful in crimes, 
produces feenes of horror unknown to the an* 
cients, and which will prove the aftonilhment 
of pofterity. , O unhappy Aveife ! the com-* 



tnoa rights of humanity have been rblatcd 
within thy walls, and thy fubje<3kfii turned from 
their facred allegiance ta their king. How 
could a prince of fiich hopes, the moll inno- 
cent of men, how could he deferve fuch cruel 
treatment ? Had he died by the fwdrd, or by 
poifbn (the common fate of kings), it would 
liave b^sn lefs affecting ; but he was ftrangled 
like a thief, and torn to pieces by the fury of 
wild bealls. I forbear to mention the outrages 
on his body : why may I not by filencc con- 
ceal all iuch horrors as thefc from pofterity ?* 

We will now return to a more agreeable 
lubje<5fc. From the lituation of Laura, when 
Petrarch went to take leave of her, we may 
imagine the joy ihe felt at the fight of that 
faithful friend, who, Ihe feared, was gone from 
her for ever. She did not, however/ expreii 
outwardly all that pafled in her foul, but ihc 
mixed nothing that was fevere in her behaviour 
to him. Laura had this year fbme deep fob- 
je<3: of grief, Petrarch does not fay wl^ft; but 
it is probable it was the death of Ermcflenda 
her mother. She wks penetrated with the moft 
lively forrow. It appears that Petrarch hatl 
now free accefe to her houie, and that he went 
to conlbk^her on this occafion. * I went," 
feys he, * to exprefs x^y tender intereft in Lau-^ 
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Fa*ft grief. Love, who woi «y giamie, fea§ 
engraved for ever on my ^tJtcatt kWr )o<^ ttHi 
cxpreffiotis. ' 

* Her iighs would fcave itbj^iei ^ rite's 
eoiirfe, and calmed the rage of Jupiter. TVare 
ftood in her eyes ; thofc eyes radkftt ad flbef^fint- 
She joined patience with forrow, and the di- 
vine harmony of virtue with every bttrft til 
woe. Were there ever, fald Love, fo many 
charms, united with ftich ientimettt 
troth V 

A very celebrated author ikys, Gridf *e#Wr 
appeared fo lovely and divine as in this pi^^stt 
of Laura drawn by the pen of Petrarch. 

This year, 1346, Petrarch pafled' ditidir 
wholly at Avignon, and was witnefs to*a>58^ 
knt quarrel between two of thcprincipdl^lStt^ 
dinals about the cleAion of an emperor j cai^ 
dinal Taillerand and cardinal de Commien^es;, 
They difputed the matter in full council, ttfch 
fupported by the cardinal^, who were alfe di* 
vided'into two parties. Taillerand and Ws 
iide infifted that Charles of Luxemburg fliould 
be emperor, which the Gafcon cardinals op- 
pofed. Petrarch fays thele two cardinal re- 
fcmbled two bulls grazing in the paftures of 
St. Peter, who threaten each other with their 
horns, and make the forefts rcibund with thi^r 



mmiwmmA m i^^moft in}\tfi<m» jnmteeiv \«nd 
without any mg^rd to the prefence of tbt |>ope» 
1^ cai^al de Cotnn^nges re^reachad the 
^Mi4h^ '^IkMcrand with Ka^vuifg Imbraed 
jbM^ hinds in the hlood of king Andretv* Pra^ 
Visiced b^ond m^9£nxt at ftH^h a ttp^mch, the 
li^iurdiiui de TaiUennd irofe from his &at to 
^9^6C the cardinal de Commenges^ who was got 
jimi>w^h the fame defign on. his pajpt ; and tbej 
wouid certainly have fought, if the pope and 
llwfi bfethren had not feparated them. Thi$ 
fttdfeceJit behaviifmr caufed a great cabal in the 
coMt <if the pope ; the courtiers s^id iervants 
Pl^^iicith parties went always armed, their palaceis 
3ii9Qr«^ barricaded, and^ if they had not been 
J^yqcHgbit to a- reconciliation at lail> in aU prolsek- 
I^Uity much blood would have been Ihed. 
'^. Xhis coixies/ iays Villasii^ a hiilofian of 
."^^i^ tj^ocp ' £rom the ^iilt of thofe popes^ wluy 
^dnott into the facred college fuch proud andf 
ppw^riullotda This is the elample they give 
uf; poOfi laity, and thus they imitate the hu- 
toiUtjt^f the apoftlesy whofc repref'^fewives 

7^ Am^iftg the feaib that tbo pope? gat^ this 
{f€fU( to.honc^ur the. prefenca of the king of 
^Q^iOfild^ daiidCl^aries prince 6f Moravi^^, hi^i 
VOL. I. U 
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ion, who was defigned by his Yatbcr for the 
empire, and came to concert* the mcafurca 
with the pope for his cleAion, the city of 
Avignon gave a magnificent baAl in a hall 
finely illuminated, at which werd coUeifted all 
the beauties of that city and of Provence. 
Charles, who was a gallant prince, having heard 
much of Laura, whoni her beauty, and the 
love of Petiurch, had rendered lb celebrated^ 
fought her every vvhcre in this aiTembly, and 
having difcoVered her in the crowd, he pafled 
by all the ladies whofe age or rank gkvc them 
the right of fuperior homage, and when he was 
near her, he caft down his eyes and bowed his 
head after the French faihion. Every body 
was pleafed with fo great a mark of diflih<9:ion 
given to Lai]ira, to whom it was "fa juftly due* 
This gave Petrarch a high idea of this prince's 
difcernmcrit, and a fympathy for him, which 
catifed him afterwards to take a fingtikr intereffe 
in his fame and happinefs. 

Petrarch 'went according to cuflom to keep 
his Lent at Vauclufc* The bilhop of Caviil- 
lon, dcfirous to enjoy witfir*hin^the delights of 
folitude, went for fifteen days* to the caflle I 
have mentioned, built on the top of the rock, 
which feemed a fitter habitation fOr birds than 
for men. Prom what they "had feen at Avig- 
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Aon. aixd Naples^ they were both difguftcd with 
great cities, and the intrigues aid cabals of 
courts; and returned to a country life with 
double relilhii the charms of which they de- 
lighted to dwell upon and defcribe in their ge- 
neral conterfatipns. 

Philip h^d fo piu^ch pleafure in all Petrarch's 
WorkSj^ that one-day; when he went to fee him 
at Vauclufe, and finding him in his library, he 
aiked him for fomething to read. Petrarch 
prefeijted to him the wprks of Cicero and • of 
Plato. ' Thofe are not the things I want,' faid 
the biihop bowing his head, ' give me fbme-^ 
thing of your own/ 

Soon after this Petrarch fent to cardinal Co- 
lp]>j^ the account of his war with the Naiads, 
written in Latin verfe* 

* You have heard me fpeak,* fays Petrarch, 
\ of rpy war with the Naiads. The contcft is 
^bout our boundaries ; and the merits of the 
conteft may be eafily underftood. Near the 
Source of the Sorgia there are fome huge rocks, 
which rife aloft on each fide, and, projeding 
into ^he air, receive , the winds and the clouds. 
The ftreams run at the feet of thefe rocks, 
and form the kingdom of the Naiads. 

* The Sorgia imies from a cavern, and rolls 
her frelh and glafify waves over a variegated 



bedof pebbks^ wllick refemblc emeralds, t 
am po^fled of A little tocky dk&nA in the 
midft of thdk "ctaii^es ^ imd here k is that 1 
have endeavoured to make aneftaWiihmentfoi' 
the Mules> who- are driven allraoft from every 
part of the world. Hence this fbrmkkble war.^ 
l^he Naiads take it ttty id that I intro^Hce 
Ibmgners into theif dotokwm^f and that I 
l^refer nine old maids to ^ thoufand young vir*^ 

' By levelling the rock^, ^ff d Winhr Gmdh 
febour, I had ^med a little terri^orjf Which 
began to be covered with vef dure. When 16 8 
a troop of enntged Naiads rolbed with ftuy^ 
from the rocks, and ravaged my in^1< fettii e^ 
ment ): Alarmed with this liiddenr ertiption^ t 
inftantly mounted the rocks> to- obferve the 
havoc which was made. As foon as the flotm 
Was over, I came downy much alhamed to have 
been thus vanqttilhed, and inmiediatcly re* 
cfbbiifhed my Kttle ftate. Scarce,, fiowevcf,. 
had the fim made his circuit round the woHd, 
when the Naiads returned agmn to the charge, 
carried txtty thing, before them, Jind toacle 
deep lodgments ifi the holfows of my rocis. 

* Filled with refentment, \ refumed my 
operations, determined to accofti^lilh -my de- 

was. obliged fooii after to go inCa 
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Other countries, and was under tW neceffity of 
abandoning the entcrprife. I had the good 
fortuae, however, to reftotae the Mufes to the 
Hom^n tiate, where they were become in a 
great tiacafure ftrangers, and fixed them in thlt 
Capitol. Six y^ars had elapfed, during which 
time I had often crofled the fca, and had pafled 
and repafled the Alps. At length 1 returned 
to the feat of war, and found not the leaft re* 
tnains of my labours. The enemy had taken 
advazitage of my abience, and had again ta* 
^aged my litde kingdom* Nay, they had 
even eftabliflied a colony of filh, which I ob- 
iervcd fwimming about much at their cafe. 

' Roufed with indignation, I again take 
arms. I inlift under my banner the ihepherd, 
the farmer, and the fiiberman. The fun like^ 
^iie^ the moon, and the dog-ftax^, appear ai m j 
imxiliaries. We attack the rocks with iron* 
and rend away prodigious maffes. We opem 
t^e bowels of die earth, and tear out her bones^ 
In jBne, the Naiad& ate a fecond time driven 
from the territory, and the Mufes bxc onc^ 
more eftablifhed. 

' The Naiads, as they roll their waves along 
my fhores, fee with regret their pwti defeat^ 
and my triumph. At prefent they utter only 
fomc y^n murnjurs and incfFedtud threats; 



294- THE LIFE OF feOOK 

but I forfec tKeir intentions, and am well aware 
of their wiles. They arc waiting till Aquarius 
ihall pour out his ftreams, an4 till the moun- 
tains Ihall be covered with fnow and ice ; and 
then they expeA that the cavern will fend 
forth her fwelling billows to their aid. But I 
am guarded on every lide. Some immenf^ 
rocks, which have with difficulty been ranged 
about my territory, are a fufficient barrier 
againft their utmoft efforts. And I am not 
difmaycd, though I Ihould be attack^ed by all 
the waters of the Po and the Araxes. The 
Mufes are now fecurely fixed on their new 
Parnaflus ; you fee the mountain with the dpu? 
ble fummit, the fprings of Hipppcren^^ th^ 
woods of the poets, &c. &c, 

* If you prefer the repofc of the country 
to the buftle of the town, come and enjoy it 
here. Be not frighted with the homelinefs of 
my fare, or the hardnefs of my bed's. . Even 
kings themfelves are fomctimes cloyed with 
their luxuries, and feek oiit a plainer diet: 
th^ variety delights, and they retttrn to their 
former pleafures with more exqiiifite relilh. 
But if you think qtherwife, bring with you the 
Ticheft dainties, and the viands of Vcfuvius ; 
your veflels of filver, and every thing which 
cfin court the fenie. L^ave the reft tq m^ 
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Ypu ihall have a bed upon the green tujrf/ 
under the fhadc of the trees; a concert of night-, 
ingales ; figs, raifins, and >vater frelh drawn 
frpfa the cooleft fprings. In one word, you 
ihall have every thing which can be fupplied by 
the hand of nature, the only fpurc? of true 
pleafurc/ 

The war with the Naiads was finally tcr- 
ralnatcd the following year ; and Petrarch gives 
the cardinal an account of this accommodation 
in another Latin epiftle. 

' It is now ten years lince this w^r comv 
menced. The fiege of Troy, and the conqueft 
of Gaul by our forefathers, were not of longer 
duration. Every effort w^as ineffeftual. The- 
Naiads were vi<ftorious. I threw down my^ 
^rms, and my territory was fubdued. I raifed 
no more banks, no more rocks, to check their 
progrefs ; henceforward they moved at liberty; 
9^nd, like a cautious pilot, I adapted my fails to 
the courfe pf the wind, 

* It was a great pleafiire to me to drive th^ 
Naiads from their ernpire ; but theij the war 
was to be renewed every year. The fuipmer 
was favourable tq iriy poje<9:s, but the winter 
reftored again to the enemy all my conquefts. 
Might I be allowed to draw a parallel betweei> 
the labours of a poet and thofe of the greateft 
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princes^ I ftiould compare tny cntctpnih td> 
that of Xerxes, who threw a bridge over *Aflr 
Hellfefpont ; to that of Caefar, who atttsmptcd 
to bind with chains the homs of Bmndufiuto; 
or to that of Caligula, who exhibited on thc^ca 
of Baia? the third example of a mad and vme- 
bounded pride. 

^ My plan is now changed. I $nd it is im-' 
poffible to conquer nature, or iubdue the elc*^ 
ments. 1 have given therefore a free courie to ' 
the. Naiads, and have placed the Mufes in a 
little nook towards the bottom pf the rocka.*. 
They arc fecured by a kind of rampart which 
the Naiads can never overthrow without &p^ 
ping the foundations of the mountain,. Tho 
habitation is very fmall, but it is fufEcient ; foiP 
the Mtifes have few vifitors, ^nd are not at ail 
beloved by the vulgar.* 

It appears that cardinal Coloima accepted 
thisinvit^on of PetrarcVs, and that he pa^ed 
no year without vifiting his hermitage. We 
V^in flow tetum again to Uur.. : 

She had a friend who was wife and amiable^ 
and who was in the interefts of Petraj(:h a^ 
much as virtue and honour permitted : ihe 
wiflicd him to be loved, but wi^h a pure an4^ 
tender friendlhip. When Ihe faw him ^ej|e<9;i^ 
ed, and almpft in defpair, i|ie encouraged hiqj^ 



anil r^Miihftted his Ipirits ; but flie reftraincd 

him ^fo when he required it. On the othef 

fide, fhe did all Ihe could to engage l^^m to 

treat Petmrch with iefs rigour. One day, whez^ 

Ihe reprefented to him the tender expreiEona 

df lo^e in Laura':} countenance and behaviouf 

when he deiervcd them ; ^ Incredulous !' adds 

fhe; ^ and can you aftser all this hare any doubt 

• of her aiFeiftion ?' This friend appears in the 

yi&aa of the death of L^nra, where ihe Is dt-*. 

ibribed as a foft voice fpeaking to Petrardi. 

The conftitution of Laura was veiy delicate j 
her feequent confinements in childbed, and 
ibme domeftic chagrins, had exhaufled her fq 
much, that, though ftill young, her health be* 
gan te decline, and Ihe drooped apace, which 
touched Petrarch to the foul. ' Virtue,' fays 
he, * would dilappear with Laura, the wotIc^ 
would be another chaos, and no fun woul<| 
enlighten its dark manfion. O Heaven ! grant 
me to die be^re Laura, that I may never fee 
fo dreadful an event/ Laura had a complaint^ 
in her eyes this year which was extremely 
psdnfbl ; fhe was even threatened with the loft 
offight. 

* My tears,* fays Petrarch, * were dried up ; 
my ftate peaceful and happy ; when a thick 
cloud tiireatcncd with a total eclipfc the fon of 
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my life. Oh Nature, thou wife and tender mo- 
ther, canft thou have the heart to deibcy thQ 
iineit of thy works ?' 

Petrarch went often to fee Laura in, her 
confinement : he found her one day cuf ed of 
her complaimt ; and by a fort of fyixipathy, the 
caufe of which lovers can better explain than 
phylicians, the dcfluxion paflcd immediately 
from the eyes of Laura tb thofe of Petrarch : 
he looked upon this paflage,this communication, 
• as the greateft favour he had received at the 
hands of love. ' I fixed my eyes on Laura's/ 
fays he, ' and that moment a fomething in^x- 
preffible, like a fliooting ftar, darted from them 
to mine ; this is a prefent from love in wl^ich 
I rejoice ; how delightful it is thus to cure the 
darliiig objeft of one's foul !* 

Petrarch would have been too happy in (a 
piuch kindnefs from Laura> if a little quarrel 
bad not happened between th^txi, vvhicl^ for a. 
time g^ve \\\n\ th^ njoft feniible cpT\c^xfif 
One of thofe meddUng.envious people^ vyho. aie 
found in every place, ^d who delight in trou- 
bling the peace of farnilies with their falfe and 
idle tales, and above all aim at dividing tt^oi?, 
hearts which are united iii the bonds of iQVCoff 
friendihip, got it reported to Laura, that Pc- 
^arch impofed upon her ; that ihe was no^ thc^ 
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real ohjcA of his love and of his verfes ; but 

that under her borrdwed name he hid from the 

public a paffion he had for another lady to 

whom his poetry was fecrctly addrcffed. Laura, 

too much like her fex in this particular, gave 

car to a report fo deftitute of all probability 1 

flie deprived Petrarch of her prefence and con-» 

vcrfation, and took every precaution to pre-? 

vent the poffibility of his feeing her. He, oq 

his part, watched for her every where, and by 

thefe little ilratagems he fometimes obtained a 
fight of her. ^ My joys,' fays he, * are like th^ 
bright days of winter, of flattering afpe<5l, but 
Ihort duration.' 

This little anecdote, with many others, may 
ferve to remove the doubt fome have uiyuftly 
entertained of the ftrength of Laura's affection 
for Petrarch, reprefenting h^r as a coquette 
pleafed only with his praifes and admiratior. 
But how different, does her charaAer appear to 
thoic w^ho ftudy it attentively; and, in par-r 
ticular, bow, undivided and conflant was her 
love! Sure charafteriflips of a perfe^ft affec-^ 
tron, and diredlly oppofite to, the behaviour of 
thofe women who arc famed for pocjuetry. I 
doubt not that her ruined ^qnftitution was owt 
ing, as to inany private chagrins, only hinted a^ 
by Petrarch (fuch as an un)cind hufband^ an4 
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the perceiving in ibjoie of her childreii dH^- 
fitions that were uxxpromtfing), fo itbe cfccay of 
her heal th. might mrife alfo from jber anxiety in 
herirequcnt feparatiom from Pctrjtrcb,, ffpe-^ 
cialiy the iaft, which flie had ib tenderly la- 
mented^ and that attention in all ho* -condud 
toward him which will wear out a mind form* 
cd with the ienfibility of Laura's. . And t© 
this wc ought to impute her weakacfe in cre- 
diting fo abfurd a report ; the only weakoefs, 
except her love itfelf, that appears in her cha- 
raAer, She was however too • rcaibnable to 
continue for any timte lb unjuft a quarreL She 
was convinced of the innocence of Petrarch, 
and received him as ufliaL Our poet, rc-cfta- 
bliflied in the good graces of Laura, recovered 
his loft tranquillity. 

It may be recolle<fted that Petrarch was made 
firchdcacon of Parina, and kin<Hy treated by 
flugoUn -de Roffi the bi(hc^. An occai&m.of? 
fering to add a prebend to it, the^ope xlidra<^ 
let it ilip, but gave it to Petrarch. The other 
canons, who looked upon him with envy, did 
all they could to embroil him with the fadih€|>^ 
The charaifter of Hugolin wastoo cafily wrought 
ppon ; that foftncfs of manners, and that good-* 
liature which rendered him fo amiable in fo- 
ciety, occafioned great dcfc<Sfe in his. public 



cluuRufter. He tvas apt to belkve all that was 
iaid to him^ and flatterers turned Mm whkh 
wajr f hey plea!feA ' The enemies of Fctri^ch 
perfiiadied thi» bifliop that Petrarch was gotie 
to [Avignon to calumniate his cRarafter, and 
that he only ftaid there to gain this end, Pe- 
trarch, informed of thcfc falfe reports, and fi>- 
Mcitous to preserve the good opinion of the 
Kfliop, wrote him the foHowing letter : 

* I can hold no longer. Permit me to di^ 
turthen my heart to you. Nature has endued 
you witii a fineere, kind, and equitable cKfpo'- 
^oa* I am attached to- you ; but you hater 
eonceived unjuik fufpieions of me, which have 
rto foundation* I know not what ferpenta^ 
have breathed their venom arotmd you. Per- 
ftrit me to debate this matter. We are in the 
month of December, when flaves among the 
^uteients were allowed to^ fty every thing to 
their teaflters. There are a let of envious %i- 
iits> \vho deiight to feparate friendd» Let 
l&ich be put away j I have no conteft with 
iKem, I defpife them from my foul. I w3f 
hart you only, my father, for my witnefi and' 
ftiy jtidge : if you condemn me, I w3I appeal' 
from you to your confcience ; that Ihall abfolve 
me. They tell 3rou I ^ni come to this* tourt to^ 
do you a mifchief. I feck to hurt any one } 
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I! who from my childhood havef buffered with 
patience all the wrongs done to me from thofe 
who owed me fervicc ? Have I ever returned 
evil for evil i Have I ever fet a fnare even for 
my enemies ^ Have I attacked the reputation 
of any on^, his property, or his perfon ? Let 
my life be examined with the ftrideft feverity, 
nothing of this fcrt will be foxmd in it. At- 
tacked by thofe who hated mc, I have often 
contained my anger in my breaft, to the hazard 
of being thought a coward. Sometimes I have 
lamented and complained : the dove and the 
lamb do ^ too. There is not a iingic perfon 
whofe reputation is wounded by my tongue. I 
have only to accufc myfelf of feme letters in 
which I anfwer ' my cenfurcrs without nam- 
ing thenu I never in any juftification have 
paiTed the bounds of decency and luimanit^. 
I have rather imitated the moderation of Sci- 
pio, who would never revenge any affront he 
had received from hia countrymen. I think 
with the fatirift, that vengeance ihould be left 
to women ; and when grieved to the bottom 
of my foul, I tmft my caufe to God. Having 
thus treated my enemies with geptlenefs, am 
I capable of attacking my friends ? A laml> 
among wolves, Ihall I become a wolf amcmg 
lambs ? Of what ufe would it be to me to fly 
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cities and public affairs, to {eek folitude, repofe, 
and filencc, if my place was among the wick- 
ed? 

* I now experience the truth of what was 
told me^ that to learn to live well is the moft 
difficult of all arts. The event of our conduA 
feldom anfwers the intention. I have in my 
life pailcd for a magician and forcerer, becaufe 

I loved to be alone, and to read Virgil. Apu- 
feius merited this accufadon better than my- 
felf, which he refuted by his elegant work call- 
ed the Golden Afi. How difficult is it to lave 
the bark of reputation from the rocks of igno- 
rance ! Exfercife your genius, pafs whole nights 
in labour, give to the public a good book ; if 
there is any thing in it (as there muli be many 
things) w^hich the ignorant do not uiiderftand, 
they will fay immediately you are a forccrer. 
But this is a trifle* I would rather they ihould 
attack my underftanding than my heart*: I 
would rather pais for. a magiciah than a knav^. 
But even into this precipice: am I fallen which 
I have always avoided with cafe. Envy puriues 
toe to my moft fccret retreats. Perfius had reaiba 
for this .exclamation, How vain are the cries 
6f men, how - frivolous their occupations^ ! The 
ottly motives which induce men to do evil,, to 
wrong one another, are hatred, wrath, envy, 
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t)efotfc rhkd ti^ hoiiemr bf o ^ 
|Asicc after youniA yotit CTtmakiH^butrfiiffid 
me wiHh anr utiitieiiCed ^bSkrfftieKi''''' JliK» 
wratb, thait cotdd hare i«> plalie^ c^'^<il!^' 
iktions "^ere Alwajrs pe«cdu} aBittYrk^«fff?^A» 
W envy; I take <}od and mj confiMldlf tB¥tt- 
neik I ntwt cnried any ntab f ' F'WMI Pti^d 
%aiitauohdf.coBlcinpt. Cfeteinl-^ttffrty 
fo't; I liarr more teafoii'-to ^ti' Jftt'CfllVof 
«the» tdrvmas mi. Mv father. ^^*J^feJttt 



tptA widt fo- lActck fireedora, I ^6m^§m' I 
pttj^ 7tmHk«e, "and that dfymi bf^rt)9<Mk> 
kavrtiie weight of '» dl^ceft ^»%^qI^ 0ie 
tnmUe ^ perpleidty i» tW Ibl^ '^ aH iC^lla'^ 
a: loff p^ ott th« ibge of thb<<l^afti> '>oK(k1 
bftlj, as to hope» traMd that fciitiS'i^lffi^ 
lire tmv i Your fall would niifit^\J^'^li^^9k* 
And adloMr me to aflwe you/1 %ti^ mil a- 
€liang^ Mf is^poft for your £ib6d!&i 
l&r your nckes» It is not tia^i 
li^ttme;. but i£ I wzsoS&e!^ ftlfc^fetffife^^, 
flothmg wauTd per&tade me tork^^e^^tfiiPifi ^ I 
ftbuld not ipeak tir this menneri'f^^a^^f I 
haicS not known thte foverai^ pjMti^iiilUQite 
men "who fixing ofound hiiii in the RimikV^- 
pfe. Biflit tW coiuiexion 1 have l^ad i^vtuk. tft^Q^ 




^V^ldoiif;, n^qiit^thal; , bis. only evU, .would de-^ 
0ffff, \^ in , a ibot\ time, i . His fe^t is full of 
thonif, his irobe ihick with poiats^ and (^ an 
pi^^li^eUxuQg weight* His crown and tiara 

. iQ^Myi^i fa^t it is with a fire that will cqnfum« 
l^i||« — I hare rifcn by;degrecs>" adds he^^ 
**^tfi the bweft to the higheft dignity in thi$ 
,lBffi()d, m»d |iave ncti^ found that any of thefd 

: tei^§tif^f}ft tBadc tbe l^fl: addition to my hapt 

,,f^fi^«;. pq the contraiy, I feel it impoflibk 
I Jfi bew(/%\^ load with which I am charged/' 
. /|,;f;^^i^^'^, 2>dd in vanity that^ had I emulated 
y/ltur 6^ffft\Xyf I might have poffeiTed a more va- 
|}il^l^filtaation than yours ; but I have always 

jgljis^^fed a modeft liberty to a brilliant flavery* 

M ^^ p^^^fl^ who wQuld fo highly have ho* 
jlfgfifff^^^Xf^t was not ftill alive, I would not have 

, J^fulf jkbif boaft : and it fhould rather aj^ar 
||)f^ my. heart was difpofed towards you^ when 
I %ccep^d the archdeaconry of your church, 

, (Stflcf. f^fufmg more confiderable benefices. 
Wluitt^f^y my enemies, then, does he abfent 
\»m&ifht ? What is he doing at court ? I wjU 
tdl ym> I lapguifh, 1 futfer, I lofe my time • 
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k ^^oiAd'u 'ma^'fSr ^d'£^«(^i ^iMfiff<r# 

Hoi ao, cKak'^a^fii^dfe ¥^ %ilrplo7^%?d| 

to We Mnl'/waFbe a trtc^.-^'^Tto!^4rc?^8iK, 
t>^ all 'tfiat )'^ mo^^^ Ikcrcd, 6iihi!^ Wi*^n^'^ 

fett^ t^ftbd in this m^i4l|genfce« i¥-yd«p;^iAfc 
my fidcKty, put it to iMpi(M?^'^'tf^^^j^ 

mi unworthy '6f yotir'-'kvtidAt&p'i^'i^tW^ 
>*fthou't Karflutef^. -' You' Willf IWTe^iiotBinyfe^ 
t^c^iii'g me ; trtif j^otr te^ufeasSb^i^otilftilii^ 



fer, and that would' Se i ^iXWmSJdi^orj 
' Petrarch had a friencf at' ^SLiths^^t^fieP^ie 
ChYillien. He was bom at K(ihl^,^a^fJ6#a|i 
ed a benefice at Hacehtia.' H^ wdsOfi^iil^fel 
to the houfd of Colonna, and was Bfteli^ tiKf 
cardinaTs. Petrafch had lateFy it" fifH^'^ tSm 
a canoUry of Modena, whfdi th6|>i(!^1SlEfei'^arfi 
ferfed on him, an<f which, ad^Wfo^ f WoSJi; 

c^iflom oif that age, fie liifghf? liaVt^I^Vitli 
his archdeaconry. ' '^o ^is*ffi:eft#li<^gfiViff|5ft 
letter for the hifhop'offstrm,'hhiiri^^f^4^ 
fecond it with atf that'fr MteW yduM^flfsgiift, 
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I mod ,l^l%^5c^|j^ |g^ 

^ #<l&^ ^de5!Bnteti%-l,-j|3^5?»iil^,.hlm with 

fi afllfflfife^nTfi Ij^gy^ijtfj^fl^ll q»tj^ppurtijay the 

§ i*^ft» n^ !m ^^ :g#»we,, ,tbe 99lour^ the 

f XW^i*^'fqreh<^* $he Coot^ l^M h^n(i, th? 

^ l^<^ndl^1*r«lFfft^wr3|i lOlipea^i . ,But, t9 ,thof« 

# iwtlft^f^^^fn^ithiy laftgiffigic. ia Ip^.. , P? Yfiy 

u fcftj^Qfiyc^ I tave dp^e a^ that 1 .could, to 

li ^^p^|^)ai|guft;^ipk . I have kindle^ the 

1^ Iw^^f flffHth>) Mf tM5 [wiU open hvf eyes t9 U^ 

k ktfl^aifeorlf-^iwtv t havy dif^hatged-nay con:' 

^ iiSBliMlio<M^r^9aall .^ fixrther arguments^ 

}; Cortf^|,i^^fv;iU never produce coiivi^pn/ 

I' -»iiS?PB^;fl^?t ^f*^^ ^^^* Petmrch we^t to V^u- 
I 4Bfe>Y!fkh^ f^^W Socrates. The bilhop of 
^ £^k1bl^l»i;^t*^]ft^eir^e to then! immediately 
f fl>:t ^ko:ftJTival, inviting them both to come 
i IK^ ^fj^^n without any ceremony in the fame 
4f6^b^3^"^^^^'^^* Petrarch replied by the 

^lii^Xf^dfy^/T^^ ^J^^tted; th^ city of* ftorms^ to 
^!9P^/il§4ilt^ rqftigc injthis pQrt, and tal^q 
'*J!^^filff ^^^tneis . q£ repofq. We if^yt opXy coarfe 
gu;Tn^t$y fuch a(^ iUit.the Jeafon of the year, 
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and the place we inhabit. We will come tc^ 
ytiU ih this rtlftie faftllbh, iTmcc y6U WHI' WVd' 
kior "We do not'fcrvlp'te"a;j!)pea!niig thtife^5^ 
your t6S>rft ; ana the delirc we have 'toTee'yOTf 
is'Ho'ftrbng, sAto nik aWe -kJl'^Hhc't ci)(iMe^^ 
^dhs." 'Oif fittle confe4uente" i'^ biir^'Htit^gj^ 
ippea^ancc before a friend Who' tafe'k^^acl"thl^ 
]!iaol!lf' feeret thoughts of ouB hearts. If^^iiuH^^ 
to fe*c tts oftiett, you wills tiot rcfofe the \nd^|^ 
diitii we allc, that you will alV-^ 'pniVii^t^fiffll' 
fHfefidkhip'by'treafting us with the tithioitittafitt 

Theft journeys of Petrarch to'Vaud\ife^ imS 

Hibtt. Jt • appearsthat his aS^\rs *it ''Affighfift 

^Haihed' Hirti. ' 'Sbmctttrfes he''j)ftlletff^o«^o* ' 

likf' ta pmnt 'his trtesy aftd k(dk mXiM iCiS'^^- 

dehs.^ He gives a pleiafing dcdk'p^^tijots&tft 

«if thefe dap m a letter ti& Williaiil-' ^6=-^^^ 

irtn^o''.- ,••■•'■ i" 'Olixc. 

■ ■ * Ivfy difguft to the city, and Mt^ oT^^Rr 

'cotrtitry, has brought me to tHis^^ ^SblitiSAFy 

which has the virtue of ^ving win^'tS ^t 

imaginitioK. You rccdled; .that ficI*f3PftSiy 

covered with Hones; at prefcnt it' is^ftfedwtiie * 

^g^den eriarrielftd with flowtrs. The'fiVe^fr 

gia refirelhes it ok oiie fide;. I h'af^ff infeteftife 

it vrtthal wall to the feMth,.. arid high«J«6k^^ 

'^e- other fide 'ftiade "i*" tiora thS'tMiA^^^ 
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^^firA^^Jf.: t^effl,.\vit|i. J3^of^^;^ ,^ith, this 

l^^ye^ pf trees.; Jt is .^ ch^rnping fight to fee 
*M?)r^?.^^^rr f^r^im^ls juft peepipg from their 

fS§§^tft?l^t ff^^^ ^ft^^., >^it^ rf^F^ *»i jquaking 
4^jng tl^eif little wings> and feiziag wi.th thi?ir 
l^^ji^^.J^ea^s the foqd that is brought them.. 
^ "^^jf^l ,w^ljj: iu the meadows on the banks of 
i^fiv:qrryf])j^u I cxajp[iijii^ ,the trees I ingr^ft^^ 
Oy5^1fi^4 the laurels I have .tr^fplai^to^ i^QiH 
foreign countries, the image of my dear WU* 
|^]^P5), appe?irs tq me on every fide ; the hilloc 
iQQrjwJ^ich >ye fiut, the bank, on which wp^ ys^^ 
f^oijpip, thcjd^cks aind drakes, we diverted purr 
f^lyes wijtlh PW^Hing ii| the w*ter that w^s r\m- 
fwngi cat; I oim feet, Uj^tc we entertained ouyr 
f^Mes,|vith)Teealling $be MufSps from their loBg 
exile, with comparing th^ Greek and Latiij 
P9j£t}. ; hpre we gave ourfelves up to the de-p 
li^ghts, of unrpftraincd converfation, ijijd fljoyld 
|>^s, fqrgQtten our^. evening refrefljmentt h»d 
^e^ n,Qjt beep rgnjinded hy th? (h&4<?s of si^ht- 
^ ^ Jn the njidfi: of fijqh ftgr^e^W? jde^s tim« 
pfdTes , ia).p<jrceptibly^ tl|e day wears ; aad I 
f^^ffd I ixivft depart J I h^d fc^rcely got out of 
^e msxQW pai&ge which enclofes this vaUey, 
H^n jthe wings of dar^nefs came over nre, ?ind 
I |:e4QUbIe4 my fteps. Defccnding along the 
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ThftFraoch, luxury, which, has corfoundda \t>fS 
drels,,pf the flexes, fprevented me .at firlt fFona 



Q«»e^,.'^,eir.^^e5,V?c^nc plain,,, pd jhfe ^am-^ 
^ieuiitv . difapoe^r^d ;' I diicoveted " nbpai^, 
necMaocs , of ,pearls» .-oraaments on . the liea<L 

WPffli 1?^ g<W??ft edgftd with, purplej 'We fa- 
luted each ouier. What an agreeawe mrpnfe,- 
my.ijpar William ! I difcovered''Mft^b^<#€>? 
yourjoveji th^e beauty, wl>6ml!6DieiT€^^yOT fo 
uidQ9^Gi^d \v|th. What ^ countenance r What 
ftatLiresu I With her bow and quiver, I Ihoul 
Jmvf^ta^en rher, fgr JPiana. I Se my Trienc 
Ry^^hfp)c^fure.,m the epres ofthts nym^^ 
^\*fflg ^We, fl^,t9o|c. hold of m^ .K^^ and^ 




V' jwpit^.ijit impertinence, what is thfc anpan 
^ jccrtir walk ?" " We are going,' tfii^lfii- 






icn nxSEen 

;>xn- 

.^Ifips, f fl read.thisrjn her face ^ ami a 
ly^ho know by experience the ready ftratagifms 
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I hwrd ypu/| l^hc ey^^^ your hytaph^ /prfrCIdi' 



with thoi vivici iflame, the warmth 6^ wKidtlis* 
u^Y^e^iflhtfu^i to iovcrs. ^ We converfed^^tboutf 
vau; aodLikoufdhayehe^tTie^^ 

i 6i l[i§4>r' / P?.^^^t^^ "^ ^^^ ^9^ "^s protlicr 

k fe}P^/^P ^^A; *^^^^ *^ hih}t9 which wUs^ fi vi 

ii KfSXSfv flie went thitlicr. in the ' Wednffit^ W 

3? on 

iei 

that brbliie^^^^ be fo tenderly loved; 'atfd 

Avhoicfta^c for t^e world had giVj^-lKitt^^*!fo 

Riuch eanxie^y, qgntent with thd iiHte~PFnSl 

em traced, '^iid^ not regtettmg thiit hi^lia^^fSft- 

^ken i ^e Carthufiaus, who h^d • hekr^^PeV 

Irarch ipoken of as the fineil genius ari4 tv^ 

m<^ efequcnt man of his &gp, ^4tt6r?d thiff^ 

felvei he would give thertj, tpm^t ailcourKs 








3;f THj|,l,II^.OF BO<»i 

compare, the ,p^ce, and. l^rmpny <?£ i^eifivft***} 
-with tjic une?ify aad tv^rbwlcnt.iiyfi5.le4,.^yr^i 
p<^j>(e of jthc world, ^p . his lj?tte;r, >V^ , J»^i9^»< 
thus : ...,.,,. [ft o7 oiijd I 

T^rMy dcfires arQ,fi^lfilled. I h^yfi Jkfgffk^^in 
paradi^, iand /een the axogeU of heavgf^jitblhficf 
forrn.'of nu^ny Happy family of Jefi^ QjHJjftdlo 
H^y iVft? i;i^yil^ied in .the ^ont^pipfe^a^f, 
tha^f^f rj^fJjK^^-mijtage, that piaus. tf mp^ ^i§h>l 
refunded . y^xt\i . cekftial , pf^rppdy J . .. Jn,^ t^d 
mijdft pf r thcfe . traofports^ in; thf pj^ijiffiplf^ 
CK^braqi^ th?. ^ear depof\t I ,copLfi^d,<p ly^fflfn 

^*Fi?f/!?^4\ ^P) dffcowfing witl^ hijWb ftB^ifJ^ithl:: 

yq^j t;n;V? ran fot^p^djy thai; 1 4c^fqt}y:p<B-^eii(fi(f f 
its j)jr<]grefa, I i^eyer fpeqt ajilfcorti^ daj^Dilj 
n^t* , I came tQ f^l^ pne t^iotfeey, aa^ IJaiwdh^ 
ah^dred. You did mit tr^t me 9» ^lQQOX^ ^ 
mon gueft. The adivity, the ard^WTj wkijbi 
wlwqh you rendered mc all forts of feryii5«^jl4»^ 

• -*'•*• ^ 

agreeable convcrfations I had wkh you ' ;in 
general ai^d particular, made me f^ I ihouldl^ 
mterrupt the courfe of your . devout ^erciilb&)i 
I felt it was my duty to leave you, bub tt'iva&H 
with, extreme pai^ I deprived niyfelf of heariag ■ 
thofe facred oracles you deliver. I did pfopoib.. 
to have made you a (hort difcourie ; but I waft 
fo ^fpiibed^ ,:^ co^W a^ n\o^i€nU<S^thi«fe : 



IttW' "' P^flfAllCHV 3^1 

of ifei ''^ I»' my loirtade 1 furnihat'e over 'iftiat 
fjrtfeiodfe tialfli Which i gathel-ed, liketlie tJee, 

ffbin ' t3ife 'flbwtrs: of your holy retreat. I mail 
-v^fite tc? ^oti the things I Ought to have laid;'^ 
I believe myfelf always with you,' 
PttriEtfcIi compofed this trcatife 1347. He 
i paiftd'theLent of this year at Vauclufc, ac- ' 
i co^^g' t6 cufrom. His friend Lelius^ wh9 
ii cajn43^wUh Hirh, was obliged to leave him be-i 
« foreithc ertd of April ; and, not bdng able to Sid 
i hkni^ adieu, went away without faying a word, 
c A little event which happened at Thor fur- 
I ni#ied Petrarch with an occafion to write to * 
i thU^ friend foori After his return to AVl^nohl * 
i T&ot^ is a littJef town, two leagues' from Vait* ' 
I cfefife;^- The ^ke of Ancfefune, ' a defccndant ' ' 
i frdflyliiaki^a by the niother*s fide, is the prefeiit 
lord^^Thor. Gerard Amic pofTelTcd it at thi3 ^ 
tiii»^^ ht^'WA^ a map given up to debauchery :'^ 
peirfil£^d(^ ^at «very thing upon earth ought to ^ 
contribute to his pleafures, he looked upon thq 
V^iibleflivbiM as his feraglio. A young man, 
focuJti^f^a^'girl who lived near him, obtained 
hcB^pdrfdn under the promife of marriage, 
:Tl)oi|^»l^ who was very pretty, was fo unfor- 
tuftfit^a^ to pleafe this lord, who ufed every 
ftraftagefiil to feduce her, but in vain. Love to 
thb^yoUth* prevailed over vanity and intereft. 

3 



Hafl . C0nf«itte<fe toi fdl .^bat )pa^c4w %^^i^ i^H 
mdhded from her lover tbathe.ihpfpJ^fg^rQm^ 

his promiie of marrying- her,?.,4^yi^qif««h 
-wi^jj^ pothiilg ^ much. r. JIhc* fctefft t^ 9ff 
my^rqm^'Mihe, \ and ^aga^tf^jj^t^c^^^it 
^va^^.of.iaev' Thcjr wer^^b^^^jfig^^d j?f 
«^, fuit^if ,age; and flatiOTv. T^,?^^^jy|^^^i 
wflf very f4ain, took ;«». wrjjj^/j <S%iSffi^ 
tbf Tival -was, aHb the ,iwlge»:iSp4f4«J8IPM*^ 
tcy<nge. Up |*!er?^re .i^re^n^ t^IfWS 
m^O ^t he {h<mld be ,h3i»g?'4; %t*^ 9^TS?^ 
So gfeat an injuftice. taifed aU .^^^ggji^^jij 
h!(?pd; pf ThoE ^nil;. iiis^. ,^^^}^^^^^c^i^ 
^li\0^ of thefe young per^, yfl^fj^we^^i^ 
Hll^thiBr, and were defirons of . l^j^^^uj^i^jj 
iUteriErfbed every body in their ))el^^. -j^Si 
ft>ftnd&, of Petrarch c^me to beg bttft^^^tfe 
i^.^h?|ir.<3«s to employ his cpcc^J^.j|g^c<|\^^ 

'^vfgn<«i t^r^ve .this ^fsxis^tofkfi^Sff^h^^&sk 
i^.,we9,;infvi^ impnin^iit pfrii.,„){|gtoirj;^,^i^ 
ie^f# to,, Avignot^ hi^ .f^th|ui; J^^jjao^,^-^ 




jftOO fc , ♦Bt%5Afe CULT Sfi St. 

^ty**^ i Bi* • bh<j - atibihef t^m* ' Woitfe i4««vn 

m'H<$/^*ut^thfc ffiMoWfr of okf tfeoughfts. ■ <0^- 

^t'riit iftf^'^va^To«g dlfcotitfesf li«tw§l^'frleiri4> 

' '»*i^lfe='feto> 'a#^tfPutea iiJto'cach otter?* 

h"a^'^fc^%ofeAlt work to' propefc to yam^T anfl-il 

Hfl^8 ^3^^ 'Will' co^bpei^e with me im itl' Sam 

' tiWftiSffieA trt^htioiis the ki&, «nd'fayfii>'"f i 

' '^^ My^ fiffcrid,- l)bth you and T hfet« I«3t^*^ 

^ f!gri^^d'^e'di«!rarcsof love, and it'is -hue jiiftt 

^e ^ffibuld knd our aid to thofe who '/«(«# 

• ffeiri 'flifs -^iffion: It is true, the great foil! of 

^ ^V^SrkfteV ik' ekeihpt fi^m thefe weakndfifes j*" 

i fflft^marfti^' lefs fcitffble to hum&n hiUef^. 

? £«F4Iietf ikrf ■' %, that in tU c^unti^ 'they 

f fggPiiiSt ffi^ ffeinc^ of We : ^ it is a mMafccJ ? 

ffiSfflSa^'^od extfends his emigre over att ■ na^ 

^fi^*«^r3/"tiling Vh'at breathes is fubject t<yhi«i 

KW^^'oi^^p <fays, the ' follies he otc^oe^ 

tfe|ift"t<^;fef pardoned ; but he adds/' iPm 

Jf&^of ;^gri 'know how to pardon. I d6lJbt 

M?BfefKfr6|ii>hbn, who has no humanity, >j^| 

i^^W^ia^idfkffe 'as thefe gods th<?irift<^^si 

itoJdl^jfekKtiyi he thirfl3aftet'thfe4A6<sd-^ 

iPi^fef^&aferred 'to hliwfelf. ■ Bcgonfiitta^t 

# ^rMPm 'fe to demand thd HBerty ©fffito 



3J^, V. .):.. , 'TH'« ^^^^K^ ^^K.i V .M .:lfcp-^!f- 

will tfil you bi$'*am«, ftn4 i^dd ,pv«ty mipfete 

circumftance. . Whatever be^ the €jveiM:^ ycRij 
tt>4 1 faavo done 9U that dcp^^ds :^n i^s tei i<ic- 
coui tjicfe unfortunate lo^ers^ jwhofe f^tuftti^?* 
is aKM% afie<ftittg' than can be e^jMreffledv' n-rt ; 
. Thwce days after this, the letter /ram Hp9«q 
Anal Calonna to the lord of Tfet^ruofo^b^ij^ 
arrived J Petrarch was obliged t© lend th^ifero^ 
rnvmet b^in to Avignon* The' rcjionki-was 
Cp^ebd: abifoad that the young marilwai^taiob 
^cfndemned and executed irtimediatety^ 3^SM 
thart his irritated judge fiiut his earfe agai|!i^ 
c wry folici tation , Petrarch wafc again ibeldught 
t^ write to Lelius ; and with hi^ letter ire {wk 

m 

bim fome virgin oil from yaudufe/(fo tbcrg 
call/the oil which runs from the oUye j^iiHDiit 
l^ing prefled) ; and he adds, ' I fliot^gtld tSmk 
that Minerva, who difcovered the. olive i^^^ 
ll^d. quitted Athens for Vaucluibi if^^dnrfun^ 
Africa I had not placed her at Lenci arei; Rojttj 
\ien€jre.' Petrarch does not teW m% whatawM 
the event of this affair. It . mpj|s ^r^^ 
potifrnjof the lords of provinces, .^^^e^^l 
jp?^pity and public fpirit of P«|trarcb, -^^esSH 
.pftt,..Wij tyr«»ts of aijy %t, eithe* gSM^vff 

irp^l^ 9ff,apy thjjag t^Atit^nd^ tO€D*:i®^ SB 
.ttp i^rty, of, h^OT^n nff^re. This mwjneiL>ef 
thinking caufed him however to favour Rien^i's 



tftSrJiatidn, which hb ' yperit^d of afterwurd^ 

md^6s», wtedi" 6« feed htmhit^!iTif''t^ih^h^ 

«d}Y This ii!xttfe(ii'<iiAa1-y«fMr^asf asfolWity r ^i'^ 

-'^Mi^ho)A9t-delRte«m,^who!i« ^h#>f^a*rf^«l 

#fed^Hfeft' <!)Stf ^ ah €iiibafly'^€d^ Rbifle, ^^haj^ teii|; 

conceived: t!h^. pf o)^<* 'Of ' dwiwittg tftte- Itewiatf 

|)te|)l© out ' of thttr lethargy; and the^d^ry 

Srey >*»<»e iveld in; His conve^fitiofts^ Witft 

fett^Ar^^ Vfho wa-s petfuaded Rome WgWt^ 

goiwerfti*lje'w^rld, no doubt confomed kim iis 

^9 ^aiionrifhang en^i^rife^ He difobirgibd^k^ 

♦ffice. of apoftoiic notary, ^tien feim /b)^ >«h« 

ftjfpc^ with great appearance of honour^ jiiifttoij 

ad^'dififitereftednefs ; and went aboutddcM^a 

Jtag- ^fluciry where agaiiift the injuftke taflf lii€ 

^tt. . After he had thus prepared the taffldrf 

<k£<tke ^people for a revolution, he caufed little 

dwlolfetaatitiil* pidtiies to be ftuck up e%vtff 

i^h(ft«V %hicfa Sexptisffed the mifeiy of 'tli^ 

•^«Bina»is ^in .dieir |>f efent ftate, compared' Willi 

rildf I jiaft grandeur and felicity. Thefe tiri-^ 

HunJ^ he explained, and took the occadoil t^i 

htofetngufe Ac aflembly with fighs, gmtciii^ 

twis^iifedexpreffions of indignation. Htd'tH^fl 

fifeeaM^A in fecret thoffc who Hpfi6iitdi'W^ 

p^p^tei fet^' bis corifidt*nce.> Slsejiien 0iloftO 

«fi, iii?h^W<mld never have fiiSFered fhcft' t^^&l^ 

teg^'^was^ Abf^ht, >vrhfeft'^^ffi^7lay^^ilcdk^ 



$1$ rntni'WSBi'^r' «QMr 

the japftijtfis tfhifSmniii^^^fit^^ vKMi%ftiJ^ 

l^^y?.. all -tfeafi , >s„ «W|!fi<#i7- i^ ^^ifl f A? Wfffe 

ii^ti^ng thsr <jitj of A¥}@^p© w^.^ir ^y^ 
«8Et .tor j^t^a .,tbi3,i9^gr te*qS«#{>?KJI^iJf 

9f«»4»»»g.t^P«>P?';,. ■ Mfira boos i>8Bw aH 

e?i4 ^tb^ir chieC gnd.deYptca t^59i§Jves^t^j|s 
Mill : , he made tl^eiin %» a» $#l!fet^^|Li^|^g 
ft#Tput;,hi5 0wn,i»,amfi, -to .Rfpc^e^jp^og^ 

„ In May IS47 he -had it qc\^ ild«,#^ 
lOrrfouiiid of trumpet, *at mch :ffi^%ga3i!ii3J^ 
^^jl^e without arpis th^.ne^..gjg^.|j i^^t|j| 

haw ^ wat^ Tv^th^opaf ^^?R?rt%P8^V^34^ffi¥l?4 





tWeb^ls€''6ht(f/that-it hii^Kt be biiKWett-hi 

Wt IfiflnMJ 'kU' a'hiiiiidrea men %:^i^-W«l 
^^ "itkcfw^e. ■ Thfr people foiIb>««a Miti'^a 
i^fiK»\^,"^witIvddt 'Arijr' knowledge of ttlfati^ri* 
^1% %fefHg'Ub6ut ,' 'iie walked at -the ■fldfe-^of 
lfcttit^bKd=15ai^^6f OtVifette, iiic pbik's Viteti 
He was a good man, agreat cari6imB, tuffttife 
:^'fij^f^fefent the fovercisttt tioiitifi^^slhis 



'^fefent the fovercigtt ^iiti^; 
iam&n^ on thiis bctafion isa "proof, which Kc 
^d^ft'fefi^dl h% power to have oppofed. In 
te¥riife"Bfilils ^atn, whd ixSdoubfea{tfe# 
acclamations, Rienzi marched UrA^t'to- mi 
c^J^filf, ^^feH- mounted the" tribunal,' ft6m 
•Wifefifec^IiSf'Biai-angued the people, and pi6p6fii 
Atf^ lifelsitiohs 'they wiihed for; frecdfetti 
fi^iitf (^^rltebn, -peacei plenty i whifch ■\lrcii'4(i 
i^UBM^Ytthcd it the pbp^'s'expcncc; atW^H 
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526 THte LtF£ Of soon 

« ^anAion to fais^^aE^i^Bri^t Bienzi was ^6t^ 

.wiiktt, coiireiited> t& ^etpt^^ xitf^^GSA\^%n 
^aiiCdUditbns : tbe ^rft, ih^' t^ titi^ 
gi^ 3 him the pope'f^ vkit f({)r ccttfe^iafei'^c 
&cond, thiAt the pope ihouH ap{ir8Vd"V^* 
Sfcey:-fa<d^ done. The go6d bilhop fu^iSd a 
*tty fidicuk>Us part in this fccn6*ri£ #^ 
ifliDWii whether he approved it; of foliifil'^«£ 
lto>ufe toopjiofe his fmgle duthoritjr.' ^iRieim, 
«ft» haring difmiffcd the peoplfe, toc!^^fl^- 
firaiof the palade, from whence he tKoVe^diMt 

tte &natDrs> and diftated his law^' 'fr6ii? tfe 
«pitol,- . '^^'^oo^JT 

• There never was an example of a f yvdtiiHOT 
^ qpicki fo tranquil, and fo fmgulai^J fA^M^it^ 
eiroimftances. The great lords of Borne liad 
Regarded Kienzi as a buffoon, who diver^^^^ific 
tKioptb by his wit ; and even the Coiorinas m- 
irited him to their palace for their amulemcnt. 
tod looked upon him as a fool.' WhatN^as the 
aftbnifhment of old Stephen Coloiuja wtien 
he learned what had paffed I He cap^ .to 
Rome, and expreffed his difcontent. Rien^t| 
by ia writing, ordered him to leave Roina^di^ 
rciSlj. Stephen took the writing and tore it. 



{ jllfic^SP^S ^!l?f^^<?^ ^« joined a» ex^f|i«8sfae 
1 .ASb'^^fiK^^^ of^public affaiffi.. tW*«jawft 

' The court of Avignon was fei?ed with .|(^^jijp 

ji^^L an.d the bilhop, of Qpmtt^,r'wk&md^9^ 
i fIS? SW>^ to wrijte in concort vfi^Mmidin^ 

nat6m|'l>ut,ze^l for the ahnmh .^i^gf^is^ 
! ncfii^ o^cl the 44iveranc9 of Bpme . ^ofl;* .fi^i^y 
! tea Gcorcfean ; and cdihcluded by 




•matupn ot ap . atfttjK^ity.fje.Jl^^ 
'' " He court of the doe^. thoufid 
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bcAtbdiffcrfitile'ahd dp|kat Id appf 6Ve ^!iat ^ 

they could not pr^Verit.' * * '^ 

Ti^e pope'confirrfted Rlehzi mihthb biihto^' 

ih their rigliti exhbrting^ thein t6 tildtit 'tfi'e 

coiitlriuantre of his pfoteftion and ifegSrd; !!*- 

cnzi then required thfe people to inveft Ifikh' 

•with an authority that ftiould render hinl'indy-' 

pendent of any but thehlfelres, linder th6 tifefe 

of tribune, and to aflbciate' the pd{)^s'viti^ 

with him : the people aflented to this, '' dnd pir>-' 

clairiied both of them with the grcatfeft Hcdla^ 

fnatloris. Riehzi, informed by his fpits that 

the rioblcfe he had banifhed to their caftles htH 

fecret aflemblies, cited thefti to his tribuhsJli' 

and they werfe forced tof obey. Std^heii* (3h^ 

lonna the younger was the firft, and appeitl^ 

extremely moved; he obliged him and ti» 

bther lords to an oath, that they i^osM nevoi 

take up arms againft him or the Btoiad psxnt 

pie. After this he determined to make an^^jib^ 

aftiple of terror of a young nobleman, who ifsB 

immerfcd in vice, and dotcfted for his j2h5Wbf 

violence. He vsras the nephew of tw^ cardie 

nals, and had been himfelf a fenatdt*.* tRidnzi 

had him taken by fotce out of his pUBXit ; they 

tore hinl from the aJrhis of a young widowt^ 

whom he was juft ftiarried, and dragged him 



t 



t<Ji>v|fe^ cftpi^qj, ,Yr%i;?;. hes,^as judged, Mon- 
demncd, and executed thfi. iame day^ almofl 
xip^X . *h;^ -,e^?3,,Qf hjis^- \yife, t'rom her wija- 
d9^s jfhf ,CQul(ljree, tjie .body of hpr . huibp.nd 
hanging ,^1; thp poft, where he ijemained two 
d^p^^ -|ie cut ofF the head of anpther, lord, 
whp. Ji^4 done fomething agalnft his orders; 
and th^R dr^g^ed to prifon in open day Peter 
Afi^PA* ^lonna, who had beep, fenator that 
yS(^M > ^h^fe exajmples rendered the nobles 
no^pres pircumfped: and complying. After thefe 
^ trpjufadions jRienzi reformed all the public 
{^ a^mfts.; the fuccefs of his endeavours was incre- 
f d|felgr;r.,t^e highways became fure; the people 
§ rQ^g9n>e4, !the cultivation of the lands ; pilgrims 
f <BWf^!W*d went in fafety; commerce revivefj^ 
i mii e^ien the markets and (liops became fchools 
j^ of fincmty and truth. A Bologngfe returning 
^ ffMa Babylon, where he had been Have of thg 
itf itdtaav ^^i that this prinde having heard there 
« had appeared an extraordinary man at Rome 
1; who <Md juftice and protefted the people, cried 
©lit in diibrder; * that Mahonfet atid Elias were 
^ raamrflto the fuccour of Jerufalem.' Bienzi 
\ HOW fent couriers to all the ftates of^ Italy; his 
,f view was to. unite and form them into one 
4 great repuHic \mdcr Rome. Many of them 
4?ntercd into his views, and, w.&at was mpre 
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flattering,, the king of Hungary feQt a, fbknin 
cmbafly to him to decide the affair of his bro-' 
thcr Ahdrfew's death. It was foleOutly pj^aded 
tefore llienzi, Who was feslted on^b^: ilitoj^s 
haying his crown oh his head, and itt ffjs bapd 
a filvcr apple with a crofsj but he d?fi?rrie(l 
giving judgment on a matter which rtiufthave 

armed agalnft him one of the powers, in diA 
jiutc. Philip of Valois, king of France,, wns 
almoft the only power who was not dazried 
by the fudden elevation of the tribune, iiftd 
who formed a juft idea of his chara^er. 
* Thie letters of Petrarch to tlienzi prove theif 
iinion> and Petrarch's det^ftation of thcr^inf^p*' 
pbrtaWe tyranny exercifcd by tlic nobijl^ty' j^yis? 
the pebjJfe. Moft of thefe nobles Vreire fifa^igers 
^ho came from the borders of th6 tlkitit^ thd 
Rhorie, firora Spoletta, &c. to fettle at RojpftC/ 
and had taken from thdfe who bad a irig^t.^ 
thtttt thi5 frublic offices arid hoitt:)urSi .^h^ 
pakides in that city^ and their caftlos in.|;l;iii 
country, were ib marty foitreifes, whcrfethey 
ihut themfeivcS " np> and frota ^h^tice they 
only made excurfions to commit all ibrts of 
vixilencc and irobbery j ^nd Ri^nzi a^fted at firft 
in the beft mannen inid took the ^?vifeft me- 
thods to deftroy their tyraniiy. 
An etittrprife fo h^rdy as Bienzi*^ could tiot 



bt executed -Vv^ithout envy, a»(J xirawiijig fi grjeaf 
jiiimber of enemies upon its author t he ap^ 
pearpd . <sften in a magpifLcepit ch^pej, fijf t 
f (toiided 'With iron bars, whicji he had huiit ii(i 
tht tapitdl, where divine feryice was celebrate^ 
with aH imagiuable pomp, being feated on fi 
foflf'bf tjiron^, the barpns of Eoi9[ie fl:aii(Jifig 
jbtefor^ hinj with their arni^ cro&d upon the^ir 
l^TGQ&s, end thpir cpwls l^ down 0151 theijr 
Jbadks ; they we^e ofteu feeji in this humiii^ng 
^toation. la the progrefe of t.h^^ mena^Qirs w^ 
fhall find the dreadful confequences of thip 
tranfa^on of Jlienzi's. We fhall here qnly 
iubjoin Petrarch's J^rfl: lirtjte^ to bjm^ ^d I^i^ 
^nzis anfwer^ 

After having exhorted the Rorn^us to unite 
^^nft the tyxants who opprefled , theui, an^ 
pill^ed from this pubHc treafure to ^rwich 
ri^emfelves, and to coueur .with tjheir l;ribune 
in die re-eftablifliment pf the rcp^ibUc, Pe-- 
txarch thus addrefles ixincifelf to B>ic;n^ ,: 

^ Intrepid .man -! who doft alque dfupjpprt the 
heavy weight pf the republic, watph with joipre 
care over its .bad citizens jjh^jj oy^r its. declared 
enemies. Modern Brutus ! let the Q,x.gffi\pJ,e of 
^he- ancient be ever be^pe you. He was a 
iconfol : you arc a tribune. Let rhiftpry be cqa- 
.^ulted^ and it will be feen that thp cQufuls 
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have fometimes done atrocious things againft 
the people. . The tribunes, on the contrary, 
havealvvays been their moft zealous defenders. 
If the firft conful faQrificed his own children to 
the liberty of his country, what ought we iiot 
to expeft from a tribune ? Be advifed by me, 
,and yield nothing to friendfhip or to blood, 
J but hold as your worft enemy whoever is the 
enemy of the public freedom/ Ttiuftfious 
man ! the Romans and their pofterity will 
owe to you the happinefs of living and of 
.dying free! 

» . ' I had two requefis to make you. The jarft 
or them I learn you have already fumliea, ana 
that you undertake nothing without nrft 
ftrengthening your foul in receivJiig the pody 
of the Lord with the requifite di&outlons of 
mmd. I cannot enough con>mend this devout 
practice, which I meant to propole to you.^ My 
fecond defire was, that you Ihould imitate 
Aug^ffus, who employed that finall portion of 
time which he could gain from his public oc- 
cupations in reading or hearing the hiftory of 
thofc great men whofe charafters might ferve 
as models for himfelf. 

* Why can I not unite with you to procure 
fo great a good ? But my fituation will not 
peymit nie : by my pen alone can I difcharge 
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^ my duty as a citizen. If you perfevere as you 
have begun, you will hear me fir/g your prdifc 
in a higher key, and fpread your faiiie thrott^- 



your letters are leen the gre^tnefs of youj: ctM- 
ra^, anci t]ie dignity of the Rom^i> pcpple, 
-.without invading th? refpedl due to the (Bvc- 
i?ei^ .pontiff. Your expreffions, though firm, 
. are moi^f ft ; they have nothing in them either 
of a flavilh fear, or a foolilh prefumption ; . abd 
it is doubtful whether your j<ftion§ or ftyle ar« 
moftrto be admired. They ffiy you fpe^k like 
, Cicero, while you a6l like Brutu^, Ybu ought 
: jto coniider yourfdf as a man placed on ^p 
^•cipin,ence, from whence he is expoled not only 
to the difcourfes and criticifms of men who 
now ei^ift, but of all thofe who Ihall fuccee^l 
"them. If I am not deceived, you lyill be a|- 
. ways f^oken of, but in a very different manner, 
according to the variety pf human opinion, 
feut I am.perfu^ded nothing c^n make yoji 
* abandpn fo glorious a caufe. The edifice tji^t 
' ^ou raile will be folid, ^nd thofe >vhp attempt 
to overtiirow it will be overthrown themfelvc§. 
I approve your method of preferving minutes 
of your letters, that you may avoid all coi)tra- 
.|Ji(^ion in what you are faying and what you 



read. y'MrM ^ '^ '■^->- 

/ NicHo}aft> !fevct"€ and cleiineiUri ? t^ispoiiiE'oif/ 
libeirtji t>Cftce9 and juftioe, and the Ah^^RAim] 
dfelrrercr of the (acred republic of iicMM^oltti 
tl^e noble and virtuous iignior Ftraft<:i$ >Bc^' 
tl:arck, worthily crowited poet, 4^idm^<Y^j 
4^r fcllo wciti?eQ, healthy hofiour^go^feri^^!^ 

joy* .• ' . • , . c b u-i 

< Vour amiabie letter, full of sriiefeodiaait: 
flow€9« and juft tt^fomng^ has encbaxitoc) ail 
thofe \vho have read or heard k. -ISsmsrds^i. 
hofK&ie^s, founded on folid rnorthresi) abd^thd' 
examples of the glreatefl men of axxttqwt^ <bft^ 
light and animate to virtue. Wc; jcmrr^jftti 
too well not to render juifticc to y^ur ^prnddboe 
aftd goodneft, or to doubt thij fincerity^^ c3^ yom 
fervtiments for us and for the xky. Wi? ftc* 
clearly in your ktter* your atftachment^ Hftd 
your zeal for the godd ftate of Rome^^ -^W^e^ 
love you, iand fo do all the Eomam; SLod/fW' 
Viiih we were able to contribute to yourJo^ 
vancement and happinefe. Would to God yaow 
were at Rome ; your prefence would deec^pate 
that city, as a precious ilone adorns the ring of 
gold in which it is fct. TJic fov^ of this |«o^ . 

3 



begin to tiaile. 

* Things will nafUndl]^ retu^ td theif^mcr 
fiate. Tkb^dty, after hiaviiig fi^^ forie- 
^^^eral 'agfas ? tb^ moil crael bcmdage, behol^ 
jHiaiib^bdto^God, its ctiains at prcfent brx^k^ii 
TCfeetcrfB *!*> peril, no death to which the Ro- 
xnmtts wcHB^d not expofe themfelves, to ptefervfJ 
theTpti^C^us good in which they no^ rejoicfe, 
Be'^^uad^^d that you will find us alw^yjs tbi&y- 
to do every thing th^t c^n contribute to yotjr 
Atis&idiiom. 

sfi GiTcn in th? capitol wfetsre jxifUce reigtiij, 
and whcfe wfc' live with uprrghtnefs of heMrt, 
the ':?8tk of Jt^ly, the firft year of the deliver*' 
fkaskr pf:d)e?epubiic/ 

. .^2lief|£i rafter this wrote to the pope^ that all 
hiSDdsd is^ by the command of Ood^ and under 
tha(ifi%iratton of the Holy Ghpft. ^ It woul<J 
hari: l>c^n inipoffible for me,* fays he, ' to have 
reduced to fubmiffion the power of the greateft 
ofi tyrants, of princes, in fo fliort a tinog, or 
cwn to have conceived the idea of fo noble a 
work, tut from a divine operation/ 

/Rienzi then informed the pope, that he had 
faifed three hundred thoufend florins in a tax 
pa ialt, which paid nothing before. This news 
fVQul4 not have difpleafed a court where lux- 
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iiiy t and' ma^&^efice ? rendered mpjwy ^Qifff- 
ccflary> had not the triUxnc! fti^kd tl>i^ |u^g- 
snentatida of the . tevcnoe. b^ ^fi^p^y, i^^^t ^9f?P^ 
whom he held ^i pay for ' the. ms^H^teo^i^ )i(^ 
km own power/ under the fpecioufi pi^lj^Ji^'pf 
the public fafety. In this letter he^ fK^ikes^^kt 
"ftrongeft pioteftations of Feipe<ftj atj^hqu^t, 
ajid obedience, to the pope, whom Wit^kiQ^l^- 
• ledges for bis ibvereign: whenever* herd^Q«i^s 
of the city of Rome, or the Roman- pci&piQ/Jie 
ikysalways, 'your city, your pcopk;' It is-ixwthis 
letter Petrarch alludes when he praifes the ftyle 
und* icntiments ofRicnzi, who ccnneredi iluader 
this artful veil of fubmiffion, his afuipdtk>n£of 
the pope's authority. ^ ^ V » i ! 1 1 // 

Petrarch paffed the month of . Scpteirfbwfat 
A^^gnon. The ninth of that montiiihc:x>btain- 
fed letters of legitimation for his fori Jiohn, 
•vv ho was about ten years of age. ^e . is* feaHed 
in thefe letters a fcholar of Florence; ''anitpia- 
lified by them to poffefs any benefice witltdut 
the 'neceffity of mentioning this blot -on his 
birth, or the difpenfation obtained from Ae 
pope. We fee by thefe letters that the mo- 
ther of John Yras not a married woman, which 
juftifies Petrarch from adultery. 

Nothing was now talked of at Avigncm but 
^he follies of Rienzi, with his increafe of nottor 



aild'iVrefeefi-: lid became vaitf «ri<i4nft>fentT'Ws 
litad was' not ftrong enough to bear ib <juick a 
rile "from the moderate to the moft det^tcd 

^'foftunel :* he ^vas blinded byfipower attd-intdai«» 
Icated' ^itb wealth, and paffed all at once from 

'^her greateft fimplicity to an excefs of xnagnifi*' 
^C^ilibe and oftentation little fuitcd to his former 
*ledlirations, and the part he had tindertaken 
'^JGM llhf^ort : he afiefted the airs of a fovercign, 

' kn extKHie luxury in his clothes and in his fur?- 
niture, and his table was covered with dainties 

^ ibtight from diftant clin^ates, and the moft rare 
iind exquifite wines. His wife, who was young 

*' ^d bandfome, never appeared in the ftreets 
without the moft fplendid train ; a chofen 
band' of youth formed her guard, ladies qf the 
vfeft quality attended her, and young damfcls 

'Walked before her, fanning off the flies and 

^ 'ihx>ling the ain All the relations of Rienzi 
fqrgot their original, and imitated this parade* 

- 'His uncle, who was brought up a barber, ne- 
ver walked abroad without a cavalcade of the 
"principal citizens. To complete all, Kienai 
took it into his head he would be m,ade a 
knight, without reflecting that this affedled 
title of nobility claflied with his oath as tri- 
bune ; and he gave orders that the pomp of 
'. |his ceremony fliould equal the triumphs of an- 
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cieftt KohitJ. ' ^' /peiSiaLcfe was ' ever ' ' hidie 
fumf>tuoas: it drew to 'Rotiu^ an lAcrediljlc 
multifxi^ of fpcftators, who con£effcd aotliing 
equal to it had ever been £een ; aod above aH 
thty ftdmii^ the order that reigncdf thrcMjglk 
die whole. It was a cuftom for thofe wKo 
mronld be^ made knights to bathe thc«rf^vcft 
the preceding evening, lliciui, who would 'd€> 
every thing in a new manner, took it mto his 
liead to bathe himfelf in a baibn of porphyry in 
the church of St. John de Lateran^ in which 
it was thought the emperor Conftantine bathi^ 
cd after being cured of his leprofy by pope Syl- 
veftcr; he would have his bed alfo placed' iii 
that part of the church furrounded with c6-» 
Jumns • of St. John. As he was ftepping iato 
this bed a circumftance happened which ^p^ 
pearcd ominous. The bed, though aew, funk 
under him. The day ^fter he was made 
knight, he wen^t to hear mafs in the chape) of 
■pope Boniface, fcated upon a throne iurround^ 
-ed w^ith all the ©cfeiUty of Bonie. They ob^ 
ferved in this mafs the folemnities ufed at the 
confecration of kini^s. In the midft of thefe 
facred myflcrios, Rienzi advanced toward the 
-people, and iaid, with a loud voice, * We idite 
to our tribunal Lewis, duke of Bavaria, and 
Charles^ king of Bohemia, to judge, of thdf 
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|Jl-ct«JiiU)ns to the ^iiiipiy^^ . aij^^he.pri'nctjs, jwi^d 
call thbmfelves ele<^prs, tQ.p|:adupe th^ titles of 
theiy right tp fudh ekiftion, . whichjk as. I ^nd x4 
tjie archives, belon^^ to the perople of Rome/ 
iThe pope's vicar, who \vas. pf ef€nt> and did flat 
«^pedt iuch an c^ctravagance as this, remained 
4for a time confounded ; but, recollecting; him- 
^ejlf, he thought it his duty to make his protef- 
ta^ioi^s agairjft it by a notary : while tliey were 
reading them, the tribune ordered the inftj:u-5 
iiaents to fo\ind> that they might not be heardn 
Fifteen days after this Rienzi was crowried 
again with feven crowns, and with the fame 
potpp, in the dhufch of St. John de JLateranl 
Thefe ibven crowns were allufions to the feven 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft. When thefe feaffa 
Were bver^ the people*s eyes were opened, and 
they refleAed with concern on the profenatioh 
of the churches, the infolent citation of th6 
emperors and eleftors, and the infupportablc 
pride and luxury of Rienzi and hiB I'elations. 

Petrarch was at Avignon while thcfe thmg^^ 
|>affed, and either did not hear of them, or His 
enthufisifi^ f<>r the liberty of Rome, the period 
of which he flattered himfelf was hafiening 
Under the government of Rienzi^ did not differ 
him 'to believe them : he was engaged alio at 
this time in the news received firpm the king* 
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dona, ,o{}^9^,.yfhi<tk .wm i»/g«»f PPW?59C'p 

l^yfi^, king pf H\ingar^, :?v^a,s fj^tcrflajjcu^d r^R; 
pRiyfuc, iiqw^. puni^ the. muj^r^f^ pf 1h? bWj* 

t^e JT^oi^ terr^bli?, bulls, and appomtec^^r^nj^ 
de Bojffc, great jufticiary of the, klp^df^fpf^.^. 
prope^d openly againft th^m; but iJ^^fflfJ^^P^. 
letftpr^ he ordpred him to keep fqfexf^ fche^^^ijj^ 
fbripatipns he llioidd^,gain, that in.cfifct t^fii 
qxi^en pr the princes of the blood lhp¥j jd Jf^j, 
found guilty, he might acquaints >hj;,;po^^. 
who fliould refervc tq himfelf their judgm^ifijt^, 
to lave . the troubles it ipight caijfe tp. t^^j 
Ijingdom. The greateft part qf tljLpi^guiltjr 
wqrc diffovered and. pupilhedv , Qpeen Jgajj. 
could not fave the three principal perfon&,'t]b;)9 
Catanefe, Robert de Cabones^ and Sonciat|and 
their cabal : they gave th^em the torture ^n^^ 
ptace by the fea, in fight of all the^p^^pp^^^j 
but a rail prevented their depQfiti9ps \tp\x^ 
heatdf The Catanefe could not iuppprt the 
agooxes of the torture j flie died beforg Ihe .gpt 
to, the place of execution j Robert arid, ^pncia 
had . their . flefli torn off with red hot irons : 
they, had put ga^ in their mouths t9? prevent 
their fpeaking.. This was not e:npugh^ to /a- 
ti^fy thp king^of Hungary. , He co^ifidered the 



fins> 'as the real authors of his brother s murd*!*i^ 
aiifl;fiAdRrig' that' neither the 'pb^ ndrtlttj^tii- 
burife ^uld aft' in this ^ff&lr, he dcHtrmmm 
tt/-£tan1^art hirtifelf V^itH ati'-afmy t6 NapkfS;^ 
To fftipf^rs the mt)re terfor, he. flacF tf' Wadtt' 
ftafndfttct cdrried before him, 6n whJ6h''^a^ 
paititefd.thte ftfahgled figure of his brother An^> 
dr^w. Ht fent a natural brother of hi^ beford 
him to befiege the city of Sulitiorie. Pctrai^h' 
w^ks IMll at Avignon, when hd was iiifohnfed 
that the Hungarians had entered Italy, fetiid 
vv^rt fet down before Sulmone: this made 
ti?iii-V6ry uneafy fot the fate of his friend Bar- 
b^«(t5f ^?rho refided at Sulmone iirfce tht d^sttlT 
tif king Robert ; and he wrote him the follow^^ 
ing letter: ' 

'' 'In th'6 midfi of the tares which overWhdm 
the!, youi* fituation is my greateft uneafinefs. % 
lof6 fto bhe Aibte than my dear BarbatuS; I 
^iBlthis ftrongly at prefent. Love is ci'edulous, 
tttriid, fetnd reftlefs ; it fears ivery thing. What 
I*ldng-]pifeditfled Is tlow come to pafs. I always 
MA i'V^rime fo horrid cduld not femdri uhpu- 
nilhed ; but what have the people of Italy 
done, tvh<) aire going to be the vi dim? God, 
who revenges the guilty, will not ^^jf)ifetiilh' the 
innocent ; but I need not fear fof ftaly ; the 
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tcbels CfA iht omtrarjr will be treated as they 
merit, whik the tribunal now eibblcfhed ihall 
be in vigoiir. My apf^heniions dre for Naples, 
diat quedn of cities, and Capita, formerly fo 
powerful ; torrents from the ihores of the Da- 
nube ar^ coming down on that flouriihing 
country. A tempefl from the north always 
coTers it with thick clouds ; for I learn hof- 
tilities ai€ begun, and that Sulmone, yout 
country, and the cotmtry of Ovid, is td be the 
firft vidimi. What would Ovid fay if he was 
to behold the Barbarians, he defpifed and hat- 
cd, govern that city which gave him birth ? 
Would it tiot have been better that his bones 
had been covered with their earth, than his 
tnonuioient infultcd io the middle of his coun^ 
try } But grief makes me wander : I tremble 
for you. I do not fee wherein I can foccour 
you ; but fomefeiroes more dan be done than is 
perceived. Command me as you have a nght : 
I have fome iniluenoe with the Bomiui people 
and the tribune. If I can be q( any ufe to you 
. with them, dilpofe of my mmd and erf* my pen; 
both the one and the other are stt your ier* 
■vice.". 

«^ I have a houfo in a dii^nt . and tranquil 
carmcT of Italy : it is fmall, but large enoiigh 
fat two perfons who have only one heart wd 



onc/ouL Aidbf ^ 4nd pov^ty- are bd^ fl)amftfed 
^Qip^ this i3^a3iikM)^ ; dfid, .the? door of- U b fiiut 

^Mi^.^ ^^^^^^^^ • ' ^^ i^ ^^^^^ with good 

\»q)i^^,^i)4 WjiKits.aiy ptefence r I have h«n 

ai^t /fOf^H it^t^p .y^oacii . Qtime^ and feefe im 

it 4f|)9i^,lMm^ 'Whatever liappen^/ 1 ihall ticJireir 

be^.^^ jtUL I know, your life to be in f^ty/ ' 

^^^ptjfixch thought of quitting Arigaon again, 

^y fetuirilitig t^ Italyw * I «m pKvented/ 

i^^ hi0> ' b^ itiy Okl connitaided^ wh(> would dtag 

ate for. et^d^ to aiTembUes : in vain I tdl them 

fi:^jti places no longer amufe me* A thoufand 

[la4he of' attlbitidh or avatice are pointed out 

130 line : , when I fay I am cohtent with my* lot 

^c4 >4efirt nothing beyoiid it> they maintain 

that^ji a&i playiiig a farce. I cannot even ob- 

tMA&omi my tailor that my clothes Ihotild be 

wi4eF> . or^ from • my fhoemaker an eafy pair oP 

ihp^;i;I &s^ but one remedy for all my evils : 

a ^de^ fjomer of the earth where I may live si* 

I fi^d4^ and be no longer what I have hdm, 

Cbd^^ Qf air is of ufe to the iick : ingrafting 

ibft^s, jbbe fap of the tree ; roots are perfeded. 

by. ^ai^fplanting ; and, I think, contrary to th& 

opinion of the World, we ought not to become 

old whencwc have been young/ The*ldve of 

his cpuntry>^ and his 4iflike to Avignon, wcjc 

the,i;pij(ive5 wliich engaged Petrarcblso return 

VOL. I. z 
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t» Itajy, and bal^nt^fd irt his be^ his love f<rf 
Laura. AU th^ lor^s of Italy h^^ wrote to 
dbfirc be v^ould cpi^ stpiong th^in ; aind aipiocig 
thefc James de Carroxe^ v^ho w^ becomje go- 
texuoff of F^dua, a mad d( great naent> mvited 
Betrarch m tlic moft obli^ng inaniKir to cooio 
and.iettkatlWiSiat. 

. Lewis of Gonzague/ tbef lord of l^^l^iiitua^ 
had ient alfp to . Petrarch al in^eii in his confi- 
dence^ with, al ffirrt of money to engage him to 
come to bin) at l^^iitiKi } to which Fetrarch 
ifitotc this anfwer : 

^ I wovdd have brought ygii ijay ^^k§ fot 
yo\ir ietter , but it is n^^ in my j^owcf • I grow 
old in this place, and am the fport rf fortune. 
X return your njoijey by Peter de Crerac;^ yoni 
gentleq[iafl> becajijfe I am not at liberty t^o com- 
ply with your dcfire. I am ha^^e^ng to. fiiy 
goaj^ uijLjjiblp to beat the fatigues o£ sL long jour- 
ijey* ^y foul, wo^inded by Iqyc, cannot teal* 
itfelf from Avignon. Wds I to. come to youy 
if> far from ; being of aiiy ufe, I fhould be only 
a burden • FrequenJ iB^iipofitipns and an ha- 
bitual melancholy require relief from others^ 
^d allow not the attention neceflary for a 
^Qurtier. However, you may <:haace to lee me 
in the fpring, if cardinal Colonna wMl permit. 
Id the mean time> let npt your benefits go be- 
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yond ttiy .Wllfeds or ddem : ydvat gcner6fity 
would not juffif;^ your imprudence/ 

PStteitrIi httd friends at' Florence wha in- 
vited fehri 66 retiirti to feis conntiy^ attd gave 
Wmr bcipes tlittt the eftafte of his family, wfeich 
had beed c^tinfiftaled'whdn his fatfeir ^s exiled, 
woflrid be r«{fered to hitA «g&iA^ «<* had left 
bif fcdr JoJiff it Vewfta, aftd h&^fiied t<i ife 
him and jtidgc of th^ ptogfefs he iftadef in his ' 
ftudies : . her was uovr at)Otre teA' yetfffe of age', ' 
and his education becartire rcry intefdttttg to' 
Fetrarch. And tHou^ RieiMi h'tfd loft much 
of his glory, Petrarch A^^as tix>t entirely Cured of 
his enthuf&fm toyrards iiiihr arid he hsid e^en 
thou^;ds of going tO Rome' t6 encoumgc h4ft$ iU 
his purfuit of liberty. All tbefe nSoifvei^ tiriit*" 
ed; SiaVitlg^detettniried Petrarch to quit France 
and fettte m Italy, be werif to communicate 
hi& ii^gii to the pope, and to kn6w his doin^ 
marid^. 

Clcmettt loved Pbtrarchv He looked upohr' 
him as an onameritto his C(>\irf> and-^iflied" 
to fix him there. He had'offercd hita with this 
view fcverai oonfiderable benefiecs, \^hich he- 
had always refiifc4 fkyitig, he was riot worthy 
6{ thcnl : and the pope hkd condcfcended* f6^ 
far as tb fentriaf nlm eatneftly to accept th^'m. 
But k'was to no purpofe; Petfarch wbuld- 
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take no employment ^ich ibould deprive him 
of liberty. ^ 
. ' You rcfuic ati my offcfs/ fwd the popfc J 
* a0L what you will, and you Ihdil obt^n it/ 

^ Holy fi^:h€r/ replied Petiijrch, * fince you 
are determined to ferve tojti I rdi^/ to yofur 
pleailirei and leave it to ;^ou to choofe fot mc- 
You know better than I do what will fuk my 
difpofition and your liberality. When ariy place 
of tha^t kind ihall; become vacant, vouchsafe to 
remember your fervant/ 

This coftftarit refufal of all. the dignities of- 
fered him will appear to many perfons incre- 
dible. But a letter he wfote to Socrates, from 
whom he hid no fecrct of hU hearty prpyes the 
truth of thL» beyond a doubt : 
. f I continue unfliakeu in my 'reiblution. 
Whether it is modcfty ot ijfifiarinefs,, or whe- 
ther it is courage and ftrength of mindji as. ibme 
perfons of merit have thought, I have, never 
dcfi'red a great foftuijd. All the world knows 
this ; and you e»n witnefs it more perfe<Stty 
than any one. You have fometira^s praiied, 
and fometimes blamed me for it, according to 
circumftances. You h^ve faid to me^ " Do 
not you fear that your firmnefe will be efteem- 
€4 obftinacy ?" I ha:ve not yet, however, re- 
pented my condu<^. Every elevated fituation 
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is a fufpiclous one ; there is a fall beneath it. 
If I am indulged with that mediocrity prefer- 
able to gold^ of which Horace fpeaks, and 
which has been promifed me, I will accept it 
with pleafure and gratitude. But if they will 
give me a heavy charge, I will perlift in refuf* 
ing it, and Ihake off the yoke. I prefer poverty 
to flavcry ; but I need not fear the former as 
things go at prcfent. You are fully informed 
of my determination ; Ipeak of it to our friends, 
and to the lord of lords when you (hall find 
occafion. I have never hid my thoughts ; but 
there are people who muft be told the fame 
thing often to underftand it. Your eloquence 
will reach them. One fpeaks with more force, 
and is liftened to n^ore favourably, for a friend 
than for onefeif Make them feel that true 
liberality is neither flow, crabbed, nor unwil- 
ling, and thinks only of the perfbn it would 
oblige ; and that it bends to their defires in- 
ftead of limiting them. The offer of treafures 
to a man who aiks a fmall funj is a decent 
meihod of refuling him.' 

The moderation of Petrarch was not greater 
than the bounty and condefbenfion of the 
pope. He muft have heard his declamations 
againft the court of Avignon, and free expref- 
jfions concerning himfelf^ and the intereift he 
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took in the eijterprife of Rjenzi for the Roman 
liberty. It muft be owned th^t Ckmcnt de- 
fer ved the name he bore. 

Petrarch fpejit ^ good part of the autumn at 
Vauclufe, to prepare for* his dep?irtur§ to Italy, 

and rc-eftablilh his health, which had been 
much difbrdcrcd. 

Before he left Avignon, he wept to take 

leave of Laura. 'He found her at an affembly 

flie often frequented. * She was feated,' fays 

he, ' in the midft of thqfe ladies who are her 

general companions, and appeared like a beau* 

tiful rofe in a*parterre, furrounded with flowers 

fmaller and lefs blpomin^, IJer air was more 

touching than ufuaJ. She was dreiOed pet- 

fedlly plain, and without pearls, garlands* 0^ 

any gay colours. Though Ih? was riot melan-^ 

choly, Ihe did not appear with he? ulual che^- 

fulnefs. She was ferious^nd thoughtful. Sh§ 

did not ling as ufual,, nor fpeak with that 

fweetnefs which charmed every one. She haci 

the air of a perfon who fears an evil not yet 

arrived. In taking leayei I fought in her looks 

a confolation for my own fufferings* Her eyes 

had an expreffion I had never feen before in 

them. I depofitcd to their keeping my heart 

and my thoughts, as to faithful friends oa 

whom I could with iafety dcpecwiv Her ^h 
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tered clothes and air, her co^ntciiarice, a cer^ 
tain cahcern mixed with grief which I iaw in 
her face, predide(| tlj^c forpoiys th^t threatene4 
pie.' 

) When Petr,arch ^a^ Laura in this fituation 
|he could hardly reftrain his tears. I^aura ktiew 
not how to be;ar ^, icp^ratjon fronj this friend 
of her heart, w^om flie was to lofe perhaps for 
ever. When the hour of this feparation came, 
ihe caft upon him a look fo fqft, tender, and 
pure, that he co^fefles he h^d neyer been {(^ 
touched before. ^ M»ft I nef er,' fays Petrarch, 
. ^^ never fee stg^in; th^t ^Jeautiful face, thof^ 
^ kind look$ which relieve the tender heart ?' 
While thefe were paffing at Avignon, and 
Petrarch was re-eftablifli^qg Jiis health at Vau^ 
^lufe, Rien^i no longer kept any mjsafures witl^ 
the court qf J^'^^me. Intoxicated more an4 
piorc, he undertook %o €:!pterniinate the great 
lords of Ronjc. Some hiftorlans fay, h^c bribe^ 
a perfoi^ to affaffinate them W^ ;afte«ward§ 
fivowed the plot*. However this was, he in-r 
vited a great number pf them to dinie with him'^ 
^nder the pretence of asking their advice ; . and 
Jiad Ibmc of tljiem taken by force, and put intf^ 
the capital prifons. Amor^g thgfe were 0I4 
Stephen Colonna, gnrd John his grandfon, Peter 
/Igapit Colojjoa^ the Urfiijes, and other grea| 
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barons of Rome. They paOed the night in 
agonies, uncertain what wonld be the fete pre-; 
pared for them. Old Stephen, fhut np in an 
empty hall where there was no bed, walked 
backward and forward w^ith a quick ftep all 
night, knocking often and befeeching the guard 
in vain either to open the door or to kill him. 
What a night for fuch a hero! who, after 
having efcaped a glorious death in battle, "fees 
himfelf on the point of ending his days by the 
fcrivener and the hangman. 

The next day the tribune had the bell of the 
capitol founded, which affembled the people. 
The great hall was hung with red and white 
filk, the common fignal of E^ienz^s execu- 
tions, 

He fent to each baron a cordelier, to confeiS 
and give them the facrament. Their con- 
fternation vyas fb extreme, when they found 
the tribune had condemned them to death, and 
that 'they muft prepare for it, that they loft the 
"power of lj>eech. The greateft part of them 
however fubmitted, and received the commu-T 
nibn^ but Stephen Colonna refufed, iaying, 
flfe^^as not in a proper fttuation. Some Ro, 
riiSns' however perfuaded Rienzi not . to put 
thefe nobles to death. He brought them ttbi^e^i: 
fore before the peopl,9^ . an^ i||oui;^ii|g ^Siipn -. 
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bunal^ faid it was owing to the favour of the 
people, to whom he made them bow, and 
fwcar future fidelity. The next day he made 
them dine with him, and loaded them with 
prefcnts, and after dinner they attended him 
as in cavalcade through th^ flrects of Rome, 
i When theie nobles were at liberty, they re- 
tired into their caftles, and meditated the 
means of revenge. The people who revolted 
againft Rienzi's proceedings, joined by degrees 
with thefe lords, and promifed to let them 
into the town when a proper occ?^iion IhoulcJ 
ofier, for Rien^i having heard of the revolt, 
had ordered the gates to be Ihut. In a too 
precipitate attempt to force an entrance, young 
John Colonn^, not followed as he imagined by 
his party, was pulled off his horfe, and had a 
fword plunged three times into his breaft, fo 
that he died upon the fpot. His birth, youth, 
and beauty, could not touch thefe barbarians. 
This was the youth who received Petrarch at 
Paleftrina, and was newly married to a very 
amiable and beautiful woman. He was only 
twenty years of age. . Stephen Coionna hi^ 
father, who y^as af th^ head of the jtoir-guard, 
being come to the gq.te of the. city,* and feeing 
the populace aflembled, a§ if he had a pre-. 
fen^inien^ c^ hi^ misfortune, ilfk?d where hi3 
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ion was. As no one re{^ied| he {)t;ilhed his 
horfc under th6 gateway^ Where by the fitk of 
the wall lay the body of thU young. man fo 
dear to hioit covered ofver with bkx>di Seized 
with horror at this moumfiil fight; he turned 
about in hafte, and was going away ; but pa^ 
ternal tendemds biought him back again^ to 
fee if his fon had any remains of life. Per? 
ceiving him withomt motion, trenqf^ling with 
grief and rage> he was ttctuming, wheii ai^ 
enormous machine fell upon him froiti a tower^ 
and he was fuitounded by the enetay, Whci 
pierced him with wouttds, Bncouriged by tht 
death of th«fe two peribns^^ they. came out of 
the city withoixt order> and fell upon the troops 
who were filing oC Peter Agapit Colonna 
was their next vi^im : he had ^len from h\f^ 
horfc, and fought his ikfety tti flight ; but the 
rain/whicb had made the ground ilippery, an4 
the weight of his arms. Which he wore for the 
firft time, were great hindefances to his defign^ 
gnd he was taken aniitong H&mc vines under 
which he lay concealed : his prayers and tcar$ 
could not lk\ d his life ; they mafiacred him in 
cold blood. Two others of this family pclitfidd 
on this fatal day. 

The ti&une werft to the church of St. Mkty 
|o th^ink Ood j^r ^is f^ccefs, and alhiding tq 
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the death of the Colonnas, he faid, ^ I have 
this day cut off an ear which neith<^ the pope 
nor emperor was ever able to accomplilh/ 
The bodies of the Colonnas were carried to 
the church of the monajftery of St. Mary d'Ara 
Cell, wherein was their chapel : that of Ste-^ 
phcn was ib disfigured, it could not have been 
Ktown but for fome figns of life ftill remaining. 
Several ladies related to them ran in grief to the 
chapel, to pay their laft duty and attend their 
funeral rites. Rien«ei ordered his guards tq 
drive them out of the Church, and would not 
^lk)W thefc iUuftrious pcribns any obfequies : he 
even threatened to have their bodies dragged to 
the place allotted for thofe of malefadlors. This 
obliged then^ to convey them fecretly to the 
church of St. Sylvefter ; and the nuns of that 
houfe (which wa$ founded by the Colonnas for 
thofe relations who chofc to take, the veil) 
|)uried them there without the ufual rites. 

When old Stqphen Colonna, who was n^ore 
than fouifcore and ten years old, was informed 
of thejfe dreadful loffcs, he did not ihcd a tear, 
«<tifiifbf a %b to efcape hirp; he omly faid, 
.gri$b:rl|i& 4yp^ #^ed on the earth, ' Th^ will of 
God be done, h it not better to dto than 
; i|pWfei|»4?i: the „}ralie of a nja^WWVl' . 
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It is Petrarch that relates this, to whom wc 
will now return. 

He fct out from Vauclufe the aoth of No- 
vember 1347, leaving his friend Socrates in his 
little houfc. Their ieparation was extremely 
affedling. Petrarch took the road to Genoa, 
becauie it was the neareft way to Florence, 
where fbme friends waited for him. The 
evening before his departure he received a let* 
ter from Lelius, who informed him of the 
news received at Avignon concerning Rienzi^s 
mifcondu^l and follies. At a town w^here he 
topped before he reached Genoa, Petrarch re-r 
turned this anfwer to Lelius : 

' I am {o fatigued, I cannot write you a long 
letter. This is the third night I have paiTed 
without llcep* My employments, and the 
buftle of removing, have fcarcely differed me 
^o breathe. My reft will never be compofed 
till I. can bring my mind to fee every thing 
with an equal eye. I am now far upon my 
road. Nothing is fo painful as a long delibe-r 
ration on the condu<il we fhall purfue. On 
the contrary, nothing is mor^ delightful than 
the ftate of that foul which, after having been 
long rcftlefs and uneafy, is come at laft to a 
fixed determination. The en^ of doubt is thq 
heginnhig of repoje.* 
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* It ^was a thiindcr-ftroke to me to receive 
your account of the tribune. I have nothing 
to reply, I feci the dteftiny of my country ; 
on whatever fide Itum thete iscaufe to mourn* 
Rome torn to pieces, Italy disfigured : what 
•will become bf me in thcfe public difbrders ? 
Others may contribute their flrength, their 
riches, their power, or their cpunfel: IcaU, 
offer nothing but my tears.' 
! When Petrarch arrived at Genoa, he wrote a 
letter to Bienzi^ reproaching him with his 
change of conduA i 

' I have often applied to you the words of 
Scipio Africanus in Cicero, " Who is it that 
(fetters rby ears with fuch agreeable news?'* 
Oblige me not to fay at prefent. Who is it 
wounds my ears by fuch unhappy rumours ? 
You alone c^A taifriifh the luftre of your reputa- 
tion ; the foundation of youi" glory can only be 
deflroyed by yourfelf. You know the path 
you have taken to rife ; it is by the oppofite 
path ypU inuft fall* You are not ignorant that 
it is more eafy to incur the. one than to ac- 
complifh the other. You had arrived at the 
fpmn^it of virtue and glory ; ftand firm^ and 
fufFer not your enemies to exult, or your friends 
to grieve at your definition. It is not eafy 
Ipng to preferve a great reputation. I wrpte 



an ode in youjr pcaife; ednftrdin me noC to 
place a fatlre in its toolnu I ihonM nofe ad« 
drefs you thus withiOttt good region. Btst I 
learn things that oblige me to diange my 
opinion concerning you ; and that force me to 
fay what Cicera iaid of Brtitus^ '' I bhxfli for 
you ! Yon was the pisote^^or and Support of the 
good ; you are now becoming the chief of 
vagabonds." What a ftidden, what an nn* 
foieieett change t God^ 19 bscen&d agamfl us I 
What is- become of the good genius which 
infpired you ; or, to fpcak the language of the 
people^ that familictc ipirit with whom you had 
fo many fecret converiktions, and who enabled 
you. to do things^ above the ftrength of man ? 
But about what atm I tormenting myfelf ! I 
camiot overrule the deftinies: the things of 
thia world wilt be determined by the decrees of 
the EtemaL God grants however, I may- not 
live to lee this change* 

• I washaflcning to you; but I lhal4 change 
jxry route. Rome, dear country, adieu ! 1 ihalF 
fee you no more. I would Iboner go to tiic 
iurthcft eaft if what I have learned is true. 
But ought I to believ'^e it ? Is it pofliWe that fo 
good a beginning fhould be followed by fo bad 
an end .^ Ah ! would to Heaven I njay Have 
been deceived.: with what plcaiiure Ihould I 



^tra<^ my error S You fee I feek to fctace my 
grief by doubt : \ras it not iS>r this I Ihouid 
fpeak to you with ftill *raore feverity* Falfe-* 
kood U become a common and a venial fin t 
but nothing can expiate hi$ crime who betrays 
^lis country* If you tegs^rd riot your own re- 
putation (which i can fcarcely believe), have 
yet {oixxc confido^ation for mine. You fee 
what a ttorm thteatens, what a crowd of cen-> 
fiirers are gathering round me ; be again your** 
felf while you may : examine what you have 
been ; whAt you are ; from whence you arofe ; 
whither your a<3:ions tend ; what are the offices- 
you Ihould fill up ; apd you will find that 
you are the minifler, not the mailer of the re^ 
{mMic/ 

In^ead of going to Florence, as t^etrarcb in^ 
Hisnded, he went to Parma ; there he received: 
the account of the dreadfol cataflrophe that 
had befallen the houfe of the Colonnas* We 
do not readily believe afBiding news; but 
when he faw the letters that confirmed- it, he 
was overwhelmed with grief: he had ever a 
tender fricndfhip for young Stephen, and com-, 
pared him to Marceilus the grandfon of Au-, 
guftus> whom Virgil has fb finely praifed, andi 
who was the delight of the Romans. He 
wrot*s on this occafion a long letter to cardinal 
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Colonna ia thff %lf of Sei^a, foil of dry; ftnr 
tencei^ ai^d, pei^lpx^ed p^iod^ aqcprdiag tg ^e 
fafljion of thofe , tiio^. fdt letters o£ coofk^TOce* 
New? was now bmught to Paroiai thut ikii 
tribune^ abandohing Jhimfelf to all h\nds 9i\n^ 
jaRicCf the people roie againfl: him> aii4 hiiog 
bim up ill effigy on the walls of his palace4 
He ^ent from Bome to Naples to feek the pro* 
te<^on of the king of Hungary j his wife ef- 
cape4 in the habit of a nuni and went to htm 
there. The terror of him was fo grdat> that 
the lords^ who were abfent from Rome in their 
own caftles, did not venture, till three days 
were paifed after his departure^ to return again 
into the cityt , 

1348. Petrarch went in January to Verona^ 
wherfe his friends and his fon impatiently ex- 
peAed hirt. On the twenty-fifth of this 
month, being in his library^ he felt the groun4 
tremble under him, and heard a hollow noiie.s 
the walls ihook, and the books were thrown, 
firom the flielves : he went out of his roqp:^ 
terribly alarmed, and faw his fervants and the 
Jpeoplc of Verona running here and there in the 
greateft confternation* 'They cried out.alo^d, . 
perfuaded that the world was at an end. All , 
contemporary hiftorians ipeak of this earth- 
quake ; they agree that it began in the Alps* 
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It did great mifchief at Pifk, Bolognai Padua, 
and Venice^ but ftill more in Tyfol and Bava^ 
ria, where whiDle towns were buried in ruins. . 
More than . lixty villages in one cantoij were 
deftroyed by the fall of two mountains. A 
comet preceded, and the plague came after this . 
dreadful earthquake. It is generally agreed 
that the plague came originally frotti Catfcoy^ 
(fo they then called China)" and from Tartaryj 
in the fpace of a year it defolated Aliaj from 
Afia it pafled to Africa, where it made great 
havoc. It was reported of Albachefer> who^ 
was lord of alraoft all Barbary, that being On a 
journey to look at a road which he was making 
through the deferts of Baby}pn to pafs to the 
indies, they came to inform him the plague 
was in his kingdom, that fourfcore of his. wives 
were already dead of it, and a great number of 
his courtiers. The idea ftruck him, that this 
plague was a puniihment from Heaven becaufe 
he was not a Chriftian ; and he fcnt his admiral 
to notify it throughout his kingdom that he 
would be baptized. A little after this an 
European veffel landing on his coaft, he aiked 
what was the condition of the Chriftian world ? 
They told him that the plague deftroyed a 
great many; and he altered his mind about 

baptifm when he found that Chriftians died as 

. ■ '^ ^ - ' 
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well as Saracens. The TOntagiori was ciarriea 
into Europe by ibine Genoefe and Catalonian 
merchants who came from Syria and traded 
to the Indies : th^ difembarked with their in« 
feifted merchandiie in Sicily, and from thence 
at Piia and Genoa, from whence the Mortality 
ipread all over Europe, F*rom ^arlcifles and 
Catalonia it came into Spain and Frantce > 1348^ 
and 1349 it ravaged the borders of the ocean, 
and the iilands. In 1350 it extended to Gcr-^ 
many and all the north ; fo that in three years 
it fpread universally: 

Since the deluge hiftory fumilhcs no eianri- 

pie of {o dreadful a fcourge. Various but chi- 

mericd have b^n the causes to which it was 

afcribed, as from fire coming out of the earth, 

from whence iiTued a corruption that infedled 

the air, and infers raified from heaven. ^ And 

ionie afcribcd it to the operation of the hek- 

venly bodies,' fays Boccace, ^wheii they ougnjp; 

to have imputed it to the anger of God for oar 

etiormous iniquities/ With fonle it began hy 

Heeding at the nofe, a fign of inevitable deatli ; 

with others, by fwellings of the fize of an egg 

or apple under their arms, which ibon ^ter 

mortified, and difperfed over the body in black 

or blue ^)Ots. Few lived beyond the third 

day, {bnae (Eed on the £t£k, commonly wUliout 
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any fever, tt proved beyond the art of the 
wilett phydc'^an to cure' |:his defp^rate majady. 
I^ "Francp and Germany, where the Jews were 
mortally lifted, they accufed them of having 
poifoned tfie fountains, and fome of. them hav- 
ing gone to the Indies on purpofe to , bring t^e 
plague to the Chriftians ; and they were cruelly 
pgriequted on £his account. Some fufpe<5led 
the* poor eunuchs, and others the nobles, of 
thisXevil. , Clement VL whofe underftanding 
and knowledge raifed him above all vulgar^ 
prejudices, and particularly thofe of that age, 
took the part of the Jews with great warmth ; 
an4^ he publiflied two bulls, by which, after 
vindicating them from this enormous crime, 
he torDade any one to profecute or force them 
to be baptized. 

Wlien Petrarch returned to Parma, in March 
134.8, this contagion was got into Italy, but not 
fojread far. He brought with him his fon 
John, tQ place him under Gilbert de Parme, 
ail excellent o;>'^mmarian, and to have him 
uii^erihis own eye. 

Luchin Vifcomti, lord of Milan, and who 
Iill4, obtained the lordfhip of Parma, wrote a 
very obliging letter at this time to Petrarch. 
He was valiant, and governed his ftates with 
j^^if^om. It appears that he w^s the moil 

A a ;? 
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powerful lord in Italy, and even in Europe. 
He reigned over fcventeen great cities, and had 
always in pay four or five thoufand troopers.- 
His nephews and fomc of the Milanefe nobles 
having . confpired againft hirri^ it had alarmed 
him fo much that he had always twa maftiff 
dogs to follow him, who at the leaft fign from 
their mafter dcvouried thofe he pointed to ; and 
they always flcpt at the door of his chamber. 
His wife was of the illuftrious family of Fiefqtie/ 
^ She was the moft beautiful woman of her a:gc. 
Her love of dreis and pleafiire was extreriie; 
but flie had not that modcfty which heightens 
female charms. Ptoud of her rank, and fond 
of parade, ftie delighted in nothing but feafb 
and noify diverfions. Her love of intrigifc wa^ 
not for fome time difcovcred by her hiifbahd; 
who prevented even her defires, by procuring 
her a iucceffion of brilliant entertainments* 
And on a vow flie had made to St. Mafk>- 
which {he went to fulfil at Venice, he pre'pareff 
the ceremony for her, and ftie embarked upon 
the Po, with a train of fhips ornamented in fo 
fuperb a manner, that it refembled the naviga- 
tion of Cleopatra to mcfet Anthony. The 
handfomeft lords and ladies of the court at- 
tended her. After traveling the ftates nelaf 
the Po, flie pafled Mantua, Verona, and P^ua* 
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They paid her the greateft honpurs every- 
where. 

J^ is, cai!y to, imagine what muft refult from 
fijQh 9. mpdjey of perfons of both fexes, go- 
Viepipd by a princefe pf fo much gallantry, 
Ji^tjejla kept no bpufids, and moft of her ladies 
followed her example, {o that this was called 
the voluptuous navigation. Thoie ladies who 
were , i^aore prudent than the reft, revealed on 
their return the moft fecret anecdotes of this 
expedition ; and the hufbands had nothing to' 
do but to confole each other. Luchin Vif- 
CQxnti was not the laft informed of his wife's 
^if^fxws with Gonzague the lord of Mantua^ 
andf Dondoli the doge of Venice. He was 
more afFefted with this account than ib great ^ 
m^n ought to have been ; and, though he was 
fo fond of his wife, he refolved to get rid of 
hor^; and exterminate the houfe of Gonzague. 
Jie. was naturally melancholy, and became 
m.ore gloomy than ufukL He was often feen 
with his brow bent, his looks wild, and biting 
his nails. Ifabella, whq foon perceived by his 
outward manner what pafled within, prepared 
for him a flow poifon. Such was his Situation 
when Petrarch came to Parma j to which was 
added a body tormented by the gout> ajid by 
^he poifon which circulated in his veins. 
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This unfortunate pnnce Ipucnt conlQiation 
in the commerce of th^ Mu^^, 'and tnc innO' 
cent plcaiures of his garden. When lie Iv^d 
of Petrarch's arrival in his fta^c, he/^^ to 
aflc him for fome plants from liis gardci^ an4 
ibme verfes from his Mufe, which flat'tfcre^i^m: 
poet, who returned the following aiifwer : 

' Your letter exceeds my hopes, t render 
thanks to fortune for the correfpoaidence of a, 
great prince, who is willing to forget: 'tfa^' Ine- 
quality between us. While my garden^: is 
colledling the plants, my Mufe fliaH pf6ducc 
the hnfes you afk for. The pleafure orfiSfVing 
you will render my labour eafy. Yotir^^gteailt 
foul, without ceafmg occupied in the Hroltt^mr 
portant affairs, will perhaps difdain iuih^^fflftcs, 
I know it is the manner of thinking in'ouF%c, 
But I know alfo that Caefar and ' Aiig^Srois, 
thofe matters of the world, loved to rt^<Sfe in 
the bofom of the Mufes, aiid preferrca their 
"^ foft founds to that of drums arid trunipetS( I 
ipeak not of Nero, the name of that niohftcr 
Would fully my tongue, and chafe aWi^ the 
Mufes. The emperor Adrian was ifo W^ted 
, to them, that the approi^ch of death ilid not 
prevent his compofmg ; and even at the inftant 
of fepajation between his foul and body he 
produced foroc ytry fine yerf^s. 
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* What fliall I lay of Antoninus, who obtained 
the empire by his merit> and would not quit 
the name of philofbpher for the title of empe^ 
Tor, perlliaded that the firft was much fuperior 
to the laft ? Formerly letters werp thought^ nc- 
ccflary, not only to be a king, but to be a man. 
Tinies are iadly changed, and kings now make 
war againft letters. 

* God forbid I ihould name the ignorant 
Jkinga of this age. PoUio £aid, Speaking of Au-^. 
jguitus, '' It is not fafe to write againfl thote 
^ho can profcribe. We mull attack the dead 
Aloxie, they caqnot forbid us." As to mc, 
,1 accu^ jin gener^, and name no particular 

. pqrfpii. Put the princes I fpeak of copythe 

^mp^rof: Licinius, who laid that letters were a 

public peft. Marius, though of a bafe origin^ 

thought Qtherwile^ ^d preferred the poets be« 

caule they would celebrate his exploits. And 

. where is the man fo bafe ^s not to love glory } 

Glory is aisquired by virtue, but prcfervcd by 

'letters. The memory fails, piAurcs arc effaoedi 

. ,and llatue; acp broken: letters alone wc 9 

durable treafure^ lyhich the people have t^en 

from their princes, who haye ceded to them 

the empire of wit. Wife men mull thefefore 

\fc fought from the people, and fitot from thq^ 
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kings who/ as a Boiqan eo^pexor. calls f them » 
writing to a king of Fiance, axe only Cfowaed 
ailes. As for you, fir, to whom nothiDgrib 
wanting but the title of king, I . hope < ^v^ny 
thing from you. If my verfes Ihouldi pleaie 
you, you will find me more liberal o£^t\^cm, 
than you may imagine, or my occ^pfationir 
fecm to promife/ 

In thefc vcrfes Petrarch addreiTes hLmielf ta 
the trees from which fuckers h^ been ta^eec^^ 
in this manner : 

* Happy trees ! never forget the bonourAdone 
you by a great prince, in demanding £dms^ 
branches from your ilem. Who knows ? Per-i 
haps he will hereafter vouchfafe to gathier wij:h 
his kind hand the fruits thefe your chi}di;en 
ihall produce. All Italy adinires and reipc^ 
this prince- The Alps obey, the father Ap- 
pennine labours for him. The Po \fdth it? 
foamy waves divides his rich eftates, ahd,,^ her 
holding on each fide of their courfe crowned 
ferpents on elevated towers, bend before tbeir 
fovereign. His empire fpreads over both ie^s* ; 
The tranfalpine kingdoms fear, and would have 
him for their matter. He entraps crirties m 
bis nets, and reprefles them by the rein of his 
laws. He has revived in Hcfpeiia tl>e goldc^ 
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age, and madektiowri a[t*Mn&!nth€'gr^atf''aftbif 
the Romans ±0 pardon' thofe wff6'ftbiAii,-a^(i' 
fubdue all thofe who refufe fubmiffion.'^ 

lAtdhiti'was of a fevere charaderV *but,' J^i^ 
ceptin^ thit blemifh, a great prince, and wor- 
thy df the praifes of .Petrarch. He made ei- 
eellent laws, and underftood how to enfoffce ' 
the praftice of them. He protefted the peo^ 
pie - againft the oppreflion of the great, pui'-^ 
fued fcrimes with vigour, maintained pktityi 
and always carried on war out of his ftates. 
He had great virtues, and great faults^ His 
commerce with Petrarch did not laft long :' 
he died a martyr to jealoufy and the poifoh^ ^ 
his wife had given him, the 23d of Jariuar^' '^^ 

While Petrarch was at Parma he meditated 
a jotimey to Padua, to vifit James de Carrdre, 
lord ^of that city, who had exprefled fo great a 
defii'e to fee him. He was juft got there, 'when 
he received a letter from his friend Socrates, 
wKich infornied him of the arrival of a ybiing 
Florentine, his. relation, called Francifchin, 
whofe father was one of the grdateft captains 
of his age. Francifchin was a young man of 
an amiable heart : he was of a tender and af-^ 
fedionate temper, full of wit and poetic ta^ 
Jfiits, He had prefented himfelf to PetrarcI^ 
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trarck became tenderly iaterefted m. hvp^ ^d 
cultivated his tafte for poetry. Tl)i3 yfiwng 
Florentine would never haye quitted Fct^t^^* 
but from a fl;rong deiire to fee Paris, find imik^ 
the tour of France. This was th^ peffipn ;of 
ell the Italians who had wit and wiihf^ta pvl* 
tivate it^ and the Florentines above all?icHhers. 
Brunetto, Latini, Dante^ Petrarch> and Ooc-* 
cacc, had ict the fafhion of this journey. W.hen 
be left Avignon, he pcomifed Petrarch that^ if 
he was not there at his return, he vrould feck 
him wherever he fhould ht. He: ke{rt 'iiis 
word, and inquired iramediatciy on hi& arrival 
for his mafter : they told him h^ vrm m I^y j 
on which he inftantly embarked at jKiai^mes^ 

ind got to Verona the 6th of ApriL . \. : N 

Petrarch fct out for Parma to meci^^thia 
dear friend ; and wrote thefe lines to. J^hq 
Anchifec, a learned man it^ Fkaoic^i fl^d. (iie 
friend of Franc$fchit^ : J - r i 

* I expe<ft hjm every day. I ha/ve hei^d of 
him at Marfcilles, where he arrived in good 
health. He flattered him^felf with feeing ^nic 
at Avignon ; and I would hftvc waited ibr hini, 
but I could no longer fupport that -filthy KWjirt. 
He is a treafure I know you die withf^avy to 
podfefsj but b^ a^bd .th^t, wi^n I;agaia lay 
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Wold bf hith, I will hid* him fafe, for fear of 

m 

doling him.' A good friend is more rare and 

ttiorc jirecious than gold. Wc ought to par- 

' dtitt thbfc who poffefs one, for being avaricioips 

" toAl ^iitlotis of him; Howerer, I confcnt to 

ft'dfe^him with yoti ; but upon one condition, 

^ that -you come and enjoy him here with me. 

^"l^'wifli that friendflaip may engage you to take 

^tivc Hep I propofc ; you will be ^ gainer by it : 

"^^^txffead of one, you will procure two friends. 

t From the calm valley of the Parmefan.* 

> ' ' Petrarch was fo impatient to fee his dear 

•' t^AiKifchki> fo fully perfiiaded he would arrive 

'f *irbry moment, that at the leaft noife which 

Chel htitd he quitted with precipitation his 

books and his pen to go out aiid meet him. 

What, wa^ his grief when he was told that this 

'^fleit Illation, having flopped at Savona, near 

' CTCiloa,'was dead of a fickneis, either brought 

^ toiil^ Ac ^utigne of his journey, or by thi^<:onr 

ta^on* which *began to fpread over Italy I He 

le^ft an aged father, a mother, brothers, and fijP- 

^^^tlrs; dl inc<>nfolaWe for his lofs ; for he was 

^^^tke delight of all his family. ' I feel,' faid Pe- 

ti^arch, f \t vvould be my duty to go and conr 

toh them ; but how can I do this, being incon- 

fo>able myfclf !' 

iV • few days iaftdr this Piptrarph rccdi)vcd a 
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letter from Lancelot An^ofciola, ^ gentlemw^ 
a foldicr, and a knight. His valour , and jhis 
prudence gained him the love of the kin§ .pf 
Bohemia^ and many great lords of this Jtinje.- 
One part of his letter is pleafant enough,^ ,Ij€ 
aiks of Petrarch, who had been a martyr tp 
love twenty years, a remedy for that paffion.^ 

^ How confoling is it for me/ replies Per 
trarch, * to find you attacked with my old dif- 
cafe. It appears no longer unworthy of me> 
nor do I blufli for it : but I look upon your ap- 
plication to me for a cure as a pleafanty in- 
deed ! Every remedy that can be propofed is , 
only food for this paffion : there is but one, that, 
our iEfculapius has difcovered ; but the fim- 
pies of which it is compofed are not in yojw 
garden, or are too bitter for your' tafte. ,Tbe» 
only fecret I have found to prevent the evils of 
life, is to do nothing without having well ex-^ 
amined beforehand in what we are, going to 
embark. In moft things we undertake, the 
beginriings are agreeable ; they feduce us ; but ^ 
we fhould think of the end : .they are paji^.. 
ftrewed with flowers ; where thefe paths lead 
to is the nvoft importj^nt queftion.* , . . . 

James de Caftillopchio and Francis Bnini,. 
two young men of cultivated Ainderftandings, 
font letters to Petrarch, and with them an» or^t 



tion of Cicero, which he confidered as a va- 
luable preient ; they exprefled a great defire to 
fefe hh Africa. He'anfwered, that his Africa 
withered for want of watering and culture, 
and that the plague had filenced his Mufe : 
* It takes my friends/ fays he, ' and leaves me 
vipon the earth ; it is my fate at prefent to 
groaA myfelf, and reprimand the lamentation 
of others/ 

The plague began now to Ipread in Italy ; 
the contagion, as I have faid, defied the art of 
all medicine : whether it was really incurable, 
or they were ignorant of the proper method of 
treating it, it communicated itfelf inftantly to 
perfons in full health, as the fire lays hold of 
dry and oily fluff which comes near it. It was 
caiight by touching the clothes of thofe who 
had it, or any thing that had been brought near 
th^m ; and it extended to animals as well as 
men. * I faw,' fays Boccace, from whom this 
and the former account is taken, ' two fwine 
groping with their fnouts in the rags of a poor 
man who died of it> and they both expired 
foon ^er, as if they had taken the moft fubtile 
poifoti/ This dreadful calamity fpread a uni- 
verfal confternation. Solemn nroceffions were 
fnadc to aik of God the ceflation of this 
fcourge;. but, perceiving it made evcfy day 
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further ^prpgrdjs, , ^tpc fb? mc4 1^ ; fo(^u^, 
and lltut tUcmfelves -up ini^ti^cidhwj^af^itji^- 
c4 in a good air; th)^re they, eat. oftljr ^i^tc 
meats, and drank the pureft wine^ ayQ^iggj^t^ 
cxccfs, having no coninuinica^n t wijtjf.^j5^,^- 
out of the houfe j nor would they be infoi^^ . 
of what was going, on in public, Mn^iCj^. jpl^j^ 
and ibme other innocent pleafuKs^ :vi^re^,|^]^ 
only relaxation. .,,. . \ 

Others, on the contrary, looked upop jt^a^, 
an infeUiblc prcfcrvative to give thicm^elyes, vj^ 
to pleafiires without refhraint : they pailbdrth^^. 
day and night in taverns, and in thofe hoy^^. 
where they could £ad moft ob|e<5b ,of v<)|jid^^ 
tuoufnefs : nothing was eafief than ^i^j^ra^^. 
at this time ; for as death was hourly e^fj^/f^ 
every thing was abandoned : no one troy^^. 
themfelvea to (hut their doors, and fhe fit& 
comer might take whatever he found j^i]p}ioB^, 
any one to oppofe him. Perfons qf,ffff^c jtc^ 
finement took the middle part between lii 
abftinence of the one and the licentionin^^.^a^ 
the other. They ufed the thin^ of thi^ yforldf 
with moderation ; they did not ccmline^theiaT 
fclves, but only took the precaution, jtp^ wear 
aromatic Ihrubs and flowers, to prcfeirvx? themr 
fclves from the infedion the air was fiU^^d with 
from the fick and dead around them, t i^^.z. 



Ih fine, foAic tKere were who, as tfee greateft 
medtrs of fdfety, chofb ii life contrary by ha* 
mahity and the obligations to fociety; they 
qtfftted their relations add friends, and went 
yvUiide^ng ftbrn place ib plade where the con- 
fetgifitf ^^had not yet appeared ; they vainly 
th6tt^ht' th^t God's wrath was limited to the 
clt^'tiie)^ likd'^abandoned> and would not pur- 
ine them eljfewhere. In all thefe various me- 
thods th^ plague took fbme and left tethers. 
J^6 remedy fucceeded : the phyficians tmdcr- 
Hood nothing about it ; and, which is moft afto- 
niftiTng, they acknowledged they did not. All 
urilcins were diflblved; relations and friends 
wefe ieparatcd, and avoided one another':' 
downifti fervants did whatever was merely he- 
cefl^ty, and (binetimes nothing, for great fa- 
laties. The ladies of the firft rank, the nioft 
b'dautifui and chafte, when attacked by this dif- 
caie, finding no women who would attend 
t&etn, took without fcruple the firft man who 
offered; whether young or old, fober or de* 
bauched, faithful or diflioneft ; the ftatc of their 
diferdef, and the neccflity of affiftance, did riot 
permit tiie care that decency prelbribed ; and 
this freedom became afterwards a habit; and 
altered the manners of tfeofe formerly moft re- 
fpefted for thek delicacy- Thefe Aveir# no fii^ 
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tieral rites obferved ; the dead were laid at the 
door of the hot^^ or thrown out ef thfe' Win- 
dow ; tho& whofe o6kre itf was ttf int«*%6m, 
jpiled them up without diftitK^lidh tJti 'hiex^^tir 
tables, and carried them to the firfl church- 
yard without prieft or prayers. ' Ndiaa^crs 
died in their houfcs unknown to any one ; the 
neighbours only difcovered their' death Jrbm 
the fmell of the bodies, which they wferb* care- 
ftil to get removed for fear of the iii[fiNS£6n/ 
This dreadful pidure drawn by Boecace ^as 
defcriptive of every city in Italy ei^pt Milan> 
and the north part of the Alps, where • this ^«fc0ii- 
tagion was hardly perceived. •' ■^' "^*^- '^• 
We will now return again to Ptt^Hf^^^tt 
muft be remembered that wheh^ he it{t^A49^ 
non, Laura was in a ftate that gave hifh %h?fi£ 
inquietude every time he thought ofhet, Jiiiif 
that was contintudly : fhe w as fo much Chang- 
ed iince that time that no one woiild * hJPt^c 
known her; this, together with the'': piague, 
which took off many of his friends, was no 
doubt the caufe of thofe difmal dreams kni 
prefentiments he was now haunted witH; 
* Formerly,* fays Petrarch, ' when I had quitted 
Laura, I faw her often in my dreams, Hct 
angelic vifion then confoled me ; but at prd^ 
lent it afHids and overwhelms me. I think I 



i^% upoa her face comp^i^oia mixed with grief. 
I ti^nk I ^ar \mu ipc^ to me.thiisr:, 'f RecatU 
^a^ llight v^hen, forced to part hoxa ycm^ 1 
left , you batbcd in tears- I was not table to 
tj^li.jrou then, nor would I have done it ;;>iftit 
I ijvijl teH *you at prefent, and you may believe 
^riqie, ypu ihall fee me no more upon earth.'* 
.Qh. I wha.t a dreadful vifidn ! And can it be 
true that the light is extinguilhed which gave 
mft foch fweet and confoling rejfledlions ? Shall 
I only learn from dreams an account fo inte- 
refting to me ? Shall Ihe herfelf come to an- 
i^oufice it ? No ! it cannot b6 ; Heaven and 
imtHre forbid. I truil I ihall again fee that 
c|^tf mu% face which is my fupport and joy, 
jMnI the: honour of our age. But if it is true 
that JLaura has quitted her beautiful habitation 
to fly to heaven, let that day be the laft of my 
life. Unpertain of rayftate, I figh, I write, I 
fear, I hope.; my fighs and my verfes Ihall re-* 
lieve nay forrow. Shall love ceafe to fend 
his; dart;s to nvy afflifted heart ? Shall my eyes 
never behold the light of my life ? Shall they 
be cpndemried to everlafting tears ? Alas ! I 
k^ow not what to think. Is Laura fled to 
heayen, which is her country, without refleiS:- 
iDg th§t (he leaves one upon earth who cannot 
liv§ wit^bout her \ This uncertainty agitates 
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mc without ccaiing. 1 am no Ippget what 1 
was. I refemble a maa who walks ixk 9 path 
he is not furc of. I open my cars, b^t I hctf 
tio one fpeak of her I lore. 1 knpw witiikvhRt 
to think, or what to^ lay. My {foul ,|l<f^tgrb<f- 
tween fear and hope. Laura is morp ^^^nt^ljF 
more chafte than all others. Perhaps ,G|qd ha& 
taken her from eartK to reward her in he^vqi. 
If it is fo, my plcafores and my pains will iof^ 
be at an end with my life. Cruel departur^vl 
Why feparate myfelf from her, if I was fo loon 
to lofe her ?' 

The fixth of April, Petrarch being at Vctona 
on his way to Parma, always oceupie^d^^^h 
thefe black prefagey which foretdid . th? 4<^t;l<^ 
of Laura, beheld her that morning in a,6,T^^y 
and they held a long conVerfation, the atx:ount 
of which from his own words is as follow? ; 

* Aurora had difperfed that thick darknefe 
which renders the vifions of ntight conf^fed%' 
and a blufli of the fofteft crimfon beg^ %o /^n- 
lighten the eaft, when I faw a beautiful fer^alcr 
• advancing towards me. Her appeararicc waS' 



• Theocritus was of opinioiT that the dreams whitTi came 
about the dawn of day were more didiryf^ than thofe of the 
nightr Horace thought othcrwife : P(ift mecKam m^em v'tfu^ 
cum /omnia vera^ &c. 
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like that of the fpring, and her head was crowi>* 
^d with otlcfttal pefi^tls. ' SHe hid quitted g 
■ groupc of females ctowned like herfelf ; and, as 
-the diew near to me, flie fighed, and gave mc 

:a hahd ivhtch hid long been the objed of my 
tendeteft wilhes. 

' Her prefcncc, and fuch an extraordinary 
inark of kindnefs, diffuied through my foul an 
tnexpreffible pleafure. ^* Do you recolIc<ft her/' 
^flie faid, ^^ who, by engaging the affections of 
your youth, led you from the common road 
of life ?*' While Ihe fpoke thefe words, which 
•Were accompanied with an air of modefty and 
eariieftnefs, flie fat down imder a laurel and a 
T>dech on the fide of a brook, and commanded 
tcic td place myielf by her» I obeyed. 
' ' <*^'Kot know you ! my good angel !'* I faid, 
the tears flowing from my eyes. *' But tell m^ 
tjuickly, I befcech you, whether you are in 
life, or in death ?" '' In life," fhe replied. ^^ Tis 
you who are in death : and in death mufl you 
remain, till the time fhdl come when you mufl 
quit this world. But we have much jto fay^ 
and little time for our interview. The day is 

&t hand. Be brief*therefore, and recollected.'* 

■ 

^ * On my expreffing the moft pungent grief 
to hear that fhe was no more, (he faid^ '' Pe- 
trarch I you will never be happy fo long as 
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you continue ta be governed by fiie*preju^fes 
of the world. My death, wfiieb is the cadfc 
of fa' much affli^ion, wdultf be a fo^ce ©f 
happiriftfs to yofu, cotild foa b«t-k»ia¥ir *the 
imalltft part ©f nvy yilk" A^-^lhc^^fc^tltefe 
Words her eyefe were lifted .tow»ds ^heaimn^ 
and filled with the tehdereft cmatioM ofc griar- 
titude. " To the fpotkfs foul," continued 
Ihe,. *^ death is the deliverance fronaa^ dftr^ 
ibme^prifbn. It is an evil only to^ thoft wh<i^ 
ure wallowing in the mire of the world*" i.i 

'^ But the tortures," I replied, '' which bar- 
barons tyrants, foch as Nero, Caligula, Mezoa^ 
dtis, (&c. have inf!i<9:-ed, thefe exhibit idcath 
cfothed with terrors." *^ It is not to be denied^" 
Ihe faid, ^' that death b fometidines ftGConipdril<« 
dd with fevere pains. But KvnttnhtTy *hat>the 
ievereft pains which can furround a> deathi-bed 
are the fears of an eternal puhiflinaent. • Por if 
the foul can eaft kfelf upon God, and piaiee^aVl 
entire confidence in him, death is namote than 
a figh> or a fliort pafifage from one life to aiiO- 
ther." 

[^ I wats overwhelmed witii ibrrolr, and 

ready alniofl: to fi«ik under my diftrefs, wben 

J heard a low and noournful voice ut-ter thefe 

word« : This poor mortal is attadied to the pre-- 

fent life. Yet he lives not, neither is be at' peace: 
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Within hinifii^ Us is d^ofed^ to the world ; and 

Jball for^ ewKi remain fhe Jlan$$^ of this devQtion^ 

Thsv^t^dfisMeiJhk obj^^ of J^ts thoughts y his 

v^prAii)0md-iM voriftngSi^ I immediately lecol" 

ieHfted4< roicq which had fo often been my con- 

^ati»ti ; = and, on turning my eyes towards the 

place! (Whence it came, I difcovered our weJl- 

^nownfriend. She was wont to appear ipright- 

ijl^^^silidtgay, now flie was ferious and grave.'] 

^fi jH III the flower of my youth," purfued Lau<- 

ra, *' when you laved me moft, and when life 

W^ fdneffcd out in all her charms, then was 

*#ie litter, compared with the fweetnefs of my 

Hd6atii.< • I. felt more joy at this moment than 

iafaocaite returning to his wilhed^rfor country, 

Xkerc waj but one thing which affliifled me. 

I was to leave ypu, J w^s iDpved with com^ 

paifioiv/' 

; " Ah !" replied I, '^ in the name of that truth 

byvwhich you was governed while on earthi 
qjad wHch now you more clearly diftingjji^i \x% 
the bofom of Him to whom all thipgs are pre- 
fent* tell me, I conjure you, whether love gave 
birth to this pompaffioQ ? Xhofe rigours mix- 
ed with foftnefs, thofe tender angers, and thofe 
delicious reconciliations which were written 
jn your eyes, have for ever kept my heart in 
(Jpubt and uncertainty." , 
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heavettlji -fmiles \Vhich havt* at laW tlines' be^'ft 

the irteffengers'of peicfe. '*'• Yotr1iftMe<^ft^«i'r 
Ihe iaid with a figfe; « pofltflc* irtjrliAft/^tfd 

fliall coritlttuc to pofTefs it. But I' 'v^i olil^d 
to temper the violence of your piiftbii hj^i\Xt 
movements of my cbuntenan&e. \t t*^ titkifef- 
fery to keep you in ignorance. ' A ^ood tAd&ttt 
is never more fblicitous abovit her child' tllatv 
when flic appears to be moft in anger wiiH'liifti. 
How often have I iaid, * Petrafch dofes rtbt 
love ; he burns with a violent paflion. 'I hitift 
endeavour to r^ulatc it/ But, alas !* this wis 
a difficult tafk for dn^ whofe fears atid afFec-i* 
tions were likewife engaged. ^ 5 t ■ • ^ n ' 
, ** I faid, he riiuft not be acquainfed ^H^'^he 
ftate oi my heart. He admires fo rittiA'^what 
he fees without, I rnufl conceal from hirn what 
pafies within. This has been the fcfnl;[^krtifice 
which I have wftA. Be not offended: ' It^as 
a bridle which was neceflary to keep ^tiMn 
tile right road. There was no other iiietlfoct 
by which I could preferve our fouls. A thou- 
fetid tiiHes has my countenance been Rghf ed up 
^ith anger, while my heart has glowed with 
love ; but it was my perpetual refolution, that 
jfeafon, not love, Ihould hold the fbvereignty. 
«f When I faw you caft down with forrovif 
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and aiflidion, I gave you, ft ^Iqok of confolation. 
When. you vftx^ out thc,l?riijjc of defpair, my 
lopks^wcre fiill more te^d^ :. L addreiTed yovt 
with A fofterw, ^ndr footh^d you with » kiad 
word ; my fears evei> altt^red the tone; of my 
voiccr you might fee thi^m marked on my 
countenance^ When you looked pale, and 
you^: eyes were bathed in tears, I faid, ' He k 
very ill, he will certainly die if I take not pity, 
on him/ Then it was that you had every 
fuccour. which virtue could give, and thep ww 
you reftored to ypurfelf again. Sometimes you 
were like the fiery horfe fretted .by the fpur ; 
it was then neceflary that you fbould feel the 
i'ein, and be managed with the bit, Such had* 
b^en the innocent artifice by which I led you 
on, without the leaft ftain to my honour," 

'^ Ah !" faid I, with a faltering voice, and 
cyqs bedewed with tears, " fuch fentimcnts 
would be an ample recompenfe for all my iiif- 
fcrings, had I but courage to believe them.'* 
C' Faithlefs nian !" flie faid 4 little angrily, " what 
motive can I have for this decUrs^tion, had it 
not been the true caufc of that diilaqpe and 
leferve of which you have {q often complain-* 
^d ? In every thing elfe we were agreed ; and 
);ionofur and virtue were the bonds of our affect's 
fion, Our love wa? mutual, at leaft from th^ 
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tinKi L was coiiTuiced of jour>^ttaK!hm^it. 
Thicrd*ras tMily this diffcreittJe> thAt mi^iofii^ 
difbotewd, Whilu thd other oonoealed, thc^amei. 
YoU>were hoBrfe with crying out, ' Mercy i 
help!' white I optffied^ndt toy itooittb. Fea^ 
and iftoddfty "peitnitted nic not f?o reveal my 

embtions: The -flame however which is fce'^-* 
fined burns more fiercely than that whiefe ii st^ 
liberty. - ' . 

^fRecoHeft the day when we were alone^t 
and when you prefented to me your * fonneta, 
finging at the fame timcj, '^i: ,i jI 

* This IS all my lave dares fay.^ 

I o-etcived them with kindnefs ; and^ afted 
fuch a pioof, could there be the leaft doak^qB 
my afFe<3:ion ? Was not this taking off thet^ 
▼eii ? My heart was yours, but I choft to be 
miftrefs of my eyes,. This you diought tm-- 
juft ; and yet with what right could you com- 
plain ? Was you not poffeiTcd of the noblei^ 
part ? Thofe eyes, which have lb often been 
withdrawn becaufe you merited this feverity,- 
have they not been reftored to you a thoufand 
tinntes ? Often have . they looked upon you 
with tendernefs, and would at all times havo 
done fo, had Inot dreaded^the extravagance o^ 
your^ paffioni' - • *t/ > i* >* 
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■ ^nE^fr'tiie morning is far jadvanced^ tiid lun 
isiyi^gi^ag f8«rp thqi<;>p^ and. it- (b with re^ 
grei^i^b^^ltKB ijrcHi we muft. be now. fq>arated, ^ 
If )50{i§3^j;|ve aijy . thing motre ^to ^fity, be expedi-* 
^i<iH§Han4.iffg¥J^te your woidsby the few mq* 
meats itvhicih remain to us/' I had only time 
to.j^44> <" Myi^fSarings are fully recomp^iifed ; . 
bu|; Ji fl^»«^t livp without, you ; I wiih . there-' 
fore to know whether I Ihall foon follow yott.**. 
Shei wias^ already in motion to depart^ ^henlhe 
feid^^ff'If liaianot miftaken, you ihall remain 
a Ipng tinie upon the earth/' . 

We may eafily imagine the anxiet;y of l?Cn 
trarch at thele njultiplied vifions, which fo po-» 
fitiTdly fcarcbpded thcxdeath of Laura^ and the 
irnp^CBCe iWilix ' Jtfv^hich h^J^ .waited for news of 
hexTifrcthi ^vignon*. - Unforfeqnately for him 
the plag^ie had ftopped all^omrpunication, and 
thcii(X)m3i§rs could not pais without the greateil 
diiSejjJty. At lail however, on the ninth of 
Maj'i|>348, Petrarch being at Parma, received 
^ lej;t^r from his dear Socr^^tes, who informed 
him thEvt Laura died of the plague the iixth of 
ApriL I will colle<3: every circumilance rela- 
tive to it that is to be found in the works of 
Petrarch. 

Gui de Chaliac, phyiician and ehaj)lain to ' 
|he pope, who attended thof? who Jiad th^ 
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plagtie^r and gives a 4ong account, tells us it 
begaa in Ayignoa in J^miary^ and that it lafl* 
ed feren months: that iti the firft of thcfo 
ihonths it Ihewcd itfelf by continual fever, 
1^'ith fpitting of blood ; and that thofe whom 
it feized died generally on, or at the end of], 
the third day : that it was moft violent in Ijettt; 
and that in the thr^e days that preceded t|^ 
fourth Sunday in Lent, there died ^t Avignoti 
fourteen bimdred peribns. We owe this jui^ 
tice to the memory of Clement VL that he 
fpared neither his attention, care, or charky, 
to Ktidtr this calaniity lefs fatal at Avignon 
than it had been in other places. He gave pen- 
fions to phyiicians to attend the poor: he bought 
a field out of the city, vf hich he delliined to the 
burial of the infeftcd: he gave confiderablo 
fums to thofe who removed and buried the? 
dead : and he had the nioft regular police: obn 
ferved to prevent the fpreading of the conta- 
gion. * And he did a mpte effential kindtiei^ 
than all this,* fays one of his hiftorians ; ' he 
permitted all his clergy to give a general abfb- 
liition in their pai:ilhes to thofe who died of thisj 
difeafe. As to himfelf, he followed the ex- 
ample of one of his predecQffors in the iama 
fituation ; he kept clofe in his apartment, and 
|tsid Very ^reat ^res.' J^\\ t^ie endeavours qf 



tills good f>op'c eouM not {)rc verit the cruel tu-»^ 
v^ges ftiade by this* (SSntagiott, which, if wc- 
rtnay bdreVc'dn hiftorian ^f that time, carried 
off in the city of Avignon/ in the fpac^e of 
three months, a hundred and twenty thoufancj' 
IcmlsV Gui dc Chaliac was fei^ed with it him- 
^JP, biit h* furvivcd it* r 

'Laur^ felt the firft attacks of it the 3d of 
^pril : ihe had the fever, with fpltting of blood,^ 
As (he was perfuaded flie ftiould not live be^^ 
yohd the third day, (he took the methods her 
piety and reafon fuggefted to be imrnediately 
neccflary. She receive^ the facraments, an4* 
liiade her wiH the fame day j after which (he 
-ivaited for death without fear or regret. When' 
ibe was at the point of death, her relations,'. 
her friends, and neighbours, gathere(i arounci 
litr, though file was attacked with a mal^y 
^vliich terrified all the world. It is a fmgplat« 
circumftance that fo beautiful a perfon (hould- 
be fo beloved by her own fex. Nothing cai^! 
be a higher eulogy on her charafter, Laura,; 
feated on her bed, appeared quite tranquil :i 
nb hideous and threatening phantoms had 
power over her divine foul. Her companions^i 
who ftbod round her bed, wept and fobbed- 
ajoud. * We are going to lo(e a companion,*. 
^\d they, * yirho ^as Jiie foi^l of our innocent* 
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plcftfttre^ V 'a ^UnA ' «H!i6 ^6n>lbkldi^«^^ fifi< < tot 
chagrins, and v^h^rc'exatt4>ie%aS'»lMirtg1«ft 
fcn. ' We lofe dll in" lofih'g ' Hdtl '■ Mesfvta tHkdbr 
her henicc as a treafiift of 'Hhwh'1^<i'Wtt^ libt 
worthy/ ' '■ • ' •'*' "-^H"^ ')i/(m{ tnJi 

. Though Laura \vas calm' and feteiie, ir^canlir 
not be doul^ted flic was (cnfiU^ of (!hi griefret^ 
prcfled by her companions; but ^ntirel}^^*?^ 
cupied with the ftate (he was juft going td fen*! 
tcr, ihe reaped' in filence the celeftiat fhxits irf 
her virtue. Her Ibul departed gently withOfrft 
ftruggle, like a lamp whofc o^l is wafted, which 
grows fainter and fainter, aftd is- clea» to ihe 
)^{l. Sh^ had the air of U' ^^ibary pi^cbiisdux 
ilumbers^ and death had pendtt^te4^^«orii|^4^^ 
Tjer veins, without dilfturbing ti«y fttae9i(^ty/<:|f 
her countenance. \r. ix' 

From the whole of her fentinients arid feto^ 
ra<ftcr,, we have np yeafon to believe this a^crcoit 
exaggerated. For, ^ her road to heaviiri/' Ays^ 
Petrarch> * was not to feek in death : flsi iUiiX 
long known and walked in all t^e pfttliS tHbtj 
lead to it/ - "^ ' • um .1: ' 

. She died about fix in the mornihgi^«IMhc 
6th of April 1348. . Her body was cai¥kH^ die 
feme day at vefpcrs to the church of the^Hlliiw 
Brothers, and interred in the chalpel *Do - hk^ 
f?rpix. It was biult by HngUcs 4fe Sadtei 'ht{ 



)iurt)ftn4 clpfe toti>e 5:jbJ^>e^ Q^xSt. ^na^i^jybich 
hsitl bccjt ercf^ted bj^ bis. f^tJt».<rr^ The bady of 
Lrftur^ ,w^^ Jfaund thcr^ yviith lan Jtaliaix/ fonrict 
of' Petrar€b*s ia the ywr 1533 ; and it wss 
then proved that the Llura of Petrarch, whicll 
fame -took it into their heads to doubt, was ^thc 
ikmt vith Laura de Novea, wife of Hugues de 
S«dc4 

• ^ It appears, by the will of this lady, that after 
^ev^ral pious legacies flie made her hufband het 
tveir, to whom Ihe had brought ten children ; 
fix boys, and ftmr girls. Hef eldeft fon Poulon, 
who was the ilfchitedl of the MetropolitaiL 
t^urch At Avignon, and made dean of that 
^chwch by the biftiopj died befort Laura, in the 
twcDtwfch yf»r of his age. Angiere, her eldcil 
daughter, married in 1345 BertfandDomlcellus, 
iprd of Bedarridc. She had two thoufand £vt 
ih^ndred florins for hef portionj t very coa- 
iiderable ium at that time. Her mother Ipft 
her but one florin, probably on account of her 
ill conduft after marriage, which was ftich that 
Clement VI- at the folicitation 6f her relations, 
comoutnded the nuns of St, Catherine d'Apt, 
im pain of excommunication, to receive her, 
and keep her fliut up for the reft of her life. 
Audibert became dean of Notre Dame d? Ponf , 
where he was>placpd at twelve years old;, ^nd 
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aftcrwafdg pcovoft' of Tholoufe/ Erjtaefiendit 
Mras a aun in tbe convent o£ St. LauAenca^^uid 
procuratrice of that convent. Hugoea^ or Hu- 
^^)nin| the third fon^ became the cldeft by d^ 
death of Poulon^ and the entrance of Amtibert 
into the ecclefiaftic ftatc. From him dolbead 
the three branches of the hon& of Sade^ edar 
blifhed at Avignon and in Provence. Marge- 
jita, the third daughter, died before >Lavira. 
Gorccncte was twice married, and foSkSoA th* 
fortune of her fitter Angiere, who made it ^^t 
to hen Her feoond hufband was Bernar4 An- 
cczuine dc Caderouffe, of one of the firft hcmfe» 
in Provence ; and (he was married a third time 

• 

to Raimond de Mouliang, lord of Menatn^dea^ 
Peter de Sade was canon of the MctrepolitaA 
church. Laura left him but one florin in htr 
will. James, and Jaanet, who died ^bbng 
jmd without iiTue, ihe left alio Oik: fl^rih 
each. /**.;. 

. It is not wonderful that Laura fhouid'alter 
fo early in lifci with fo many domefHc Htk-^ 
ncfles and cares, and the grief arifing fraiii*thi 
condud; of fome of her children, partictflsiHy 
her eldeft daughter, fo delicate as &e -vHas on 
the point of honour herfelf. And if any df licr 
other children behaved ill, as fliould appcair 
from her leaving them only one florin, it muft 



jbdT^ i toticlied her very fetifibly, aftet. the ipari^ 
jDfietQQk.ia tfajeir edi^a«fcion, tx> mfpitethem witii 
jthoife'fcntkasente her fown heart was filled with^ 
Add to this^ Ihe lofli her eldeft fon> who appears 
Do jhavtt been amiable, at a rery trying period of 
his iife> and fom^ children when young, and 
had xnuch unkindnefs to fuppdrt in the bi^hft* 
^our of her hufband* 

Modefty was hef peculiar charaderiftlc ; and 
tt appears ihe was not puffed up with htt 
ibirth> her beauty, or the fame Ihe derived from 
thie praifes of Petrarch. She was not only xnag^ 
nifi^ent but elegant in her drefs, particularly 
ii;^^ the ornaments of her head, and the raan?- 
AertTof tying up hor hair : and we hare feen flic 
tvPTje ^ c<i)roiaiet of gold or filver, and fonaetimes 
.fo;i? variety a garland of flowers, which flae 
.gatheted herfelf in the fields. Petrarch fpeaks 
.0^ ,t)yo rich drefles Ihe had ; the one of purple 
edged with azure, and embfoidered with rofes ; 
th^, Qth?r enriched with gold and jewels. In the 
iirft he cornpares Laura to the phoenix, which 
•n^uialifts defcribe with purple feathers and a 
bl^p t?iil ilrewed over with rofes, * Some,' iay^ 
he, *. place this bird in the mountains of Arabia; 
but 'tis flown to our climate/ It is doubtful 
whether Laura was fond of all this magni* 

£ceace. Itlhould feem Ihe only. conformed 

3 
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to it to pleafe her family andfupport her rsmk ; 
for P^t^arch feys of her in one of his Ibniiets, 
that fhe dofptfed all thofe vain nets in which 
mankind were taken captive* 

* Rank, pearls, rubies^ and gold, you rcjcft as 
a weight that depreffcs the mind ; and even 
the raft ge!m of beauty is only pleafing tx) you 
when adorned by virtue, that treafure of trea- 
fures/ 

She Was eitremeiy referved in her behaviour 
toward the men; and this was neeeffary in 
the corrupt age in which fhe lived, and in a 
city where the moft innocent actions were 
often ill interpreted. An c3d lady faid one day 
to her, that life was preferable to honour. 
• What is it I hear?' replied Laura with 
Vraritith : * change the order if ymi pleaie^ and 
place honour before life : without it there is 
neither beauty nor happincfs in the world. 
A woman who loies this precious treaiiire, is 
txo better than a mummy, a vile corpfe which 
no one can behold without horror. A gnaW<^ 
ing worm devours her continually, and her 
condition is a hundred times more wretched 
than that of the dead. The 2;rief of Lucretia in 
this lituation ought to haveferved infteadof a 
poniard/ 

A refdrve to uniform and conftant generally 
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lenders ^o{>i6 fcrions and 'rigid, and gives 
them ah air of litt^olitenefi! biit LaufS was 
tiie toatiniy of all this j and t^efcrarch adVlfe^ 
kll her fax to obftrve Latirtl, fo loot at Het eyes^ 
iihd likiti ftblft titt hdw diey may linlte gaiety, 
politenefii ^Att, and th<i ait of fafhion, ^itK 
i;f ii3dlh atid the principlfts of f fefigiort. * Imi-^ 
f2l*e/ ftjrs he^ ' if you edn^ her language and 
hei^ ihaririert. Whdti Ihe fpeaks, her^loquehcc 
ahd niodefty ehChant every heart. When flic 
!s filcht, her loclks charrh and inftruiS ; but dd 
ticft attempt to vie with her iii perf&ri. Hef 
cjres, her ftatufes, are a prefent of nature, wTtifcB 
aift will hever be dble to aitaih/ 

The ediication of Laura feems id Have bccfi 
Kke ^t of other ladies df her age ; they Wcrd 
taught to few and fpih, but Vefv rarely tb read 
o* io write. Thofe who ktiei/^^ow to fead 
iftrere called learhed ladies, and were riiiicH 
fought^ arid in high efteerfi, when they wefcJ 
ittti with, which was gertefdlly !n cohvents; 
We find that Petrarch always pfaiffes th^ iiti^ 
defftaftding and goodnefs* of Liixri, hui fiev^r 
Speaks df its hayirig been aL(^orned v«^itfei cul- 
tivation : ' That her words had flic dignity of 
tiatere, which raifed her above her educatioriV 
a:nd thatt. her voice was a fource of continual 
enchantment, foft, angelic ah'd divine : that if 
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cx)uld appeale the wraths diilipate the clouds, 
and calm the tcmpefts of the foul/ An elevat- 
ed turn of mind fupphed the advantages pf a 
liberal education, and her fweetnefs of temper 
won upon every heart. How touchmg is it to 
view this amiable woman, finking under dif^ 
treffes from an unhappy marriage, from impru- 
dent children, and inwardly pining at heart 
with an attachment that in a Hate of liberty 
would have been her felicity and glory ; con- 
tinually to behold the objeA of this aiFedion 
a prey to the agonizing fenfations of this fatal 
and tyrannic paifion ! Nothing was more fim- 
ple than the life of Laura, occupied in the 
education of her children and her domeftic 
cares. She went out, only to perform the 
duties of ibciety, or to enjoy the benefit of the 
air with the companions of her walks. In the 
iuburbs of the Cordeliers there was a little 
houie built in tjje Gothic ffcyle, with one win- 
dow to the fouth, and another to -the north, 
and a ftone feat before the door, which was 
called the houfe of madam Laura. She uied 
fbmetimes to fit here alone with a penfive air, 
mufing and talking to herfclf. In the heat of 
fiimmer it was a cufl:om anciently at Avignon 
for the greateft people to fit out at the door fi)r 
the benefit of the frefh air. Sh^ fometimes ap- 

8 
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peared at ftin-rife at the window. What a 
fcHcity for Petrarch when he happened to pafs 
that fpot! ' I rife/ fays he, ' at break of day 
to falute Aurora^ the lun that follows her, and 
above all that other fun which has dazzled me 
from my tender youth, and has every day the 
fame bright cffcA on my heart. Other lovers 
defire the fhades of evening, and hate Aurora : 
but it is quite the contrary with me ; my plea- 
lures arc fufpended till night folds up her 
Ihades.' It appears that Seiinuccio, the friend 
of Petrarch, lived in the neighbourhood of 
Laura, and that Petrarch had defired he would 
inform him when Laura appeared at the win- 
dow, which fhe often did at fun-rife. 
* Such was the beautiful, the amiable Laura." 
I know of no charafter, however illuftrious, 
that has been done fo much juftice to as Lau- 
ra's by the pen of Petrarch, who yet always de- 
clares his praifes little equal to her worth. I 
will not undertake to exprefs the grief of 
Petrarch on this event. ' I dare not tliink of 
my condition,' fays he, ' much lefs can I fpeak 
of it.' He lived feveral days without eating 
or drinking, nourifliing himfelf with his tears. 
It was the cuftom formerly to write down in 

m 

a book they read the moft frequently the thing 
they wifhed to retrace. On the manufcript of 

c :} 
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Virgil I have mi^ntioned, oms^cnted with 
paintings by Simon de Sienna^ which wa# 
Petrarch's favourite book^ he wrote t)ie& lines ; 
' Laura^ illuftrious by her <mn virtues, and 
long celebrated in ray vcrfes, stppeared to my 
eyes for the firft time the 6th of April 1327* 
at Avignon, in the church ctf St. Claire, at the 
firft hour of the day : I was then in my youth* 
In the fame city, on the fame day, and at the 
famfc hour, iri the year 1346, this luminary 
difappeared from oui* world. I was then at 
Verona, ignorant of my wretched iItuation« 
That chafte and beautiful body was buried th^ 
fame day after vcfpcrs in the church of the Cor- 
deliers : her foul returned to its native msanfioni 
in heaven. To retrace the melancholy remem- 
brance of this great lofs, I have written it with 
a pleafore mixed with bitternefs in a book I 
often refer to. This lofs convinces me there is 
iao longer stny thing worth living for. Since 
the (bongeft c<M:d of my life is broken, with the 
grace of God I ik0 eafily renounce a worldl 
where my cares have been deceitful, and my 
hopes v^in and perilhing/ 
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XIL pope, a baker^s fon, 69. his eocouragement of 



INDEX. 

artifts, 140. detefted by Petrarch , 196. his contempt of 

Italy 9 ihid. dies, ihid. 
Boccace, the difciple of Cino, 12. kindly received at Naples, 

151, his chara6ter of king Robert, 152, his account of the 

plague, 364, 365. 
Boniface VI. pope, 'his bitter fpirit, 2,2,. the moft revengeful 

of men, 43. 
Bordi, Robert de, chancellor of the univerfity of Paris, his 

chara£ler, 89. urges Petrarch to be crowned at Paris, i59.> 
Borlaam, Bernard, a Greek envoy to Avignon, 146. Soc- 

cace'sdefcription of him, 147. teaches Petrarch Greek, i^///. 

comes again to Avignon, 2io* made bifhop of Geraci, an. 

dies, ibid. 
Borrili, John, king Robert's favourite, and proxy to Rome, 

164. falls into an ambufcade, 172. 
Bury, Richard de, the wifeft man in England, 38. Ambaf- 
* fador from Edward III. to the pope, ibid, his genius and 

merit, 39. his conferences with Petrarch, ibid, recalled to 

England, 40. biihop of Dqrham> chancelloc, 6(,cx Hid- his 

literary labours, ibid, fent again to Avignon, 41. diesy 

i^id, ' ' 



Calori A, Thomas de, dies, 18 f. Petrarch's charadler of 
him, ibid. 

Canary Iflands, contention for, 266. given by the pope to 
prince Lewis of Spain, 267. 

Capranica, caftle of, Petrarch received there, 91. his de« 
(cription of it, ibid. 

Carthufians, order of, its origin, 206. 

Cavailloii, Petrarch's defcription of, 119. bifhop of (Philip 
de Cabaffole) his rife and merit, % 20. his kind reception of 
Petrarch, 12,1. Bis caftle at Vauclufe, 122. his grief for 
his brother's death, ibid, checked by Petrarch, ibid^ locks 
up Petrarch's books, 144. reftores the keys, 145. one of 



y 
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INDEX. 

the regency at Naples, 214, 263. made a cardinal, 285. 
leaves Naples, ibid, returns to baptize the young prince, 
ibid, his miraculous deliverance from fliipwreck; ibid, ar- 
rives at Avignon, 286. his pleafure in Petrarch's works, 

Cavaillon, proved of, (Pons Sampfon) his friendftiip for Pe- 
trarch, 124. Petrarch's charafter of him, ibid. 

Chaliac, Gui de, phyfician to the pope, his account of the 
plague, 377. felzed with it, but recovered, 379. 

Charles II. king of Naples, lord of Avignon, 4. 

■ prince of Moravia, educated at Paris, 52. a promifing 

■' prince, ibid, admires Laura at a bail, ^o. 

Chriftian, Luke, canon of Modena, a friend of Petrarch, 
306. 

Cicero, the favourite of Petrarch, 9. faved from the flames, 
II. a manufcript of, faved, 13* his treatife on glory lofl, 

Clement V. pope, comes to Carpentras, 7. dies, ibid, reftored 
* the hat to the two Colonnas, 23. 

— — VI. chofenpope, 197. his chara6ler, ihid. and ge- 
4ii3S, 202. his gallantry, 219. claims the regency of Naples, 
239. his love for Petrarch, 281, 339. takes the part of the 
Jews, 339. 

Cologne, his account of, j;6, 58, 

Colonna, old Stephen, fenator of Rome, a fine pafTage of, 22. 
comes to Avignon, 44. his regard for Petrarch, 45. re- 
turns to Rome, 46. lodges Petrarch there, 96. his difplea- 
fure with his fon the bifhop, 100. his Angular predidlion, 
101. his praife of Petrarch, 170. vifited by him at Rome, 
241. imprifoned by Rienzi, 343. his tranquillity and refig- 

' nation, 347. 

' 1 John, receives Petrarch at Paleftriria, 242. killed, 

345- 
— — — Stephen, killed, 346. 

— — — Peter, cardinal, his amiable chara£ler, 37, his kind^ 



I.N D E X. • 

nefs to Petrar«h,1)b confidence a^d^ifti^6^oi|r^4|> gp^ws. 
difficult to plcafc, 271. big 4i(^uflf s^t tc^jjupt^^i ^ipg 
Avignon, 274. , , , :. 

Cotonoa^ J^noe&y fettles at Bokgn^ 2,0. hi^ &.!t"4PW' f^ 
Petrarch, 21. Petrarch's cbaraSer of him, 22. his iat^e- 
pklity, 30. made hifliop of Lombes, iiidu gpc% to l^oi;9,Ot 
53, 59. invites Petrarch thither, ^^3. tneet^ him a<t C^|i;a« 
nica, 95. returr^^ to Lpoihes, 16 1. cocnplinient$ Petrajroii^ 
on bis coronation, i8i. invito hiqi to Lomfa^, ibid, ]fi% 
death Forefeen by Petrarch Jn at dream, 1^3, 4. h5|5 reniai^ 
CAcricd to Rome, 1 8S[. 

u ■ Peter Agqpit, imprifoned by. Rieozi, 323. Ifilled^ . 

346. 

>r Agnes, counte{s of Anguillora, 94. 



ConvcnoJe, Petpfch's. m^er, fettle* at Carp^tpWi ^ l»s^ 
Mffeftion for Petrarch, 7. Petrar^*s dwrity t;o. bun, ]^4, 
dies, ibid. 

Corre^e, Azon de, (ent to Avignon, J^r. hi^^hjsira^r,./^/^; 
connected with Petrarch, ibid, vifho gaipa a canfe for bJufijt 
72. fent again to Avjgnpn, 131. vUitc4 bjr ^elTM^ sg^ 
!lPara)a, 173, 264. retires tp Y^VQjaZf 270* 



PAUFHiNof Vienne (Humbeft) %niao^cbed by: tb^ empeyor 
to ainft France, I2(i. and urged by Petrarch^ 127. wilhi'-'' 
Qut eifed, I3P- 

Dante, baniAied fron^ Flor^qe, 2. writ^ to xhc difgqdf^' 
cardinals, $. ignorant of Greek, 14^. 

Pennisj fatberi hi$ reputation, 63, bis adyice.to l^etrarcb, $4. 
conies to Avignon, 148.. invited by Petrarch to Vau<;lufe^ 
148. gpes to the court of Naples, 152. invites Petrardi thi- ' 
. ther, 156. ma^e biihop of Monopoli, 1%. dK% iti^j bit 
' epitaph^ by Petrarch, 19Q. 
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IN J>EX 

ISaht^^akc at N^pltt» 2^5 1 » 256* at Vcrond^ &(c. 3$2p 3« 
Eclipfeoftbeftin, X52. 

]^dward IIL bo^ an eiv(ba% la thci pope, 39* 41. ht&ekirnity 
to Fianipey tq^6u 



Fdlancisc^ik^ his chaia^, j^i* i<M Qvt.oa a ylfit to 
Petrarch, 362. dies ia tl^e way, 363, ^cU»rcV$ Concern, 

ft a 

Shbnt, PetrarchV account o^ 5 j^ 
Gs^aek fcaice koown in Italy, i4j[. 

Jerome, St. the feyourite of James Colonna, ^1.. 

Italy preferred by Petrarch, to ajl^ the ytQrW* 1.03, Ip5.« 

Joan, princefs of Naples, m;irr-ied^ ai2. madp hpic to h«|f 

grandfather king Robert, ^1.3. que.en, gQvernc4 by ^. Ca* 

tanefe and her fon, 244. her contempt for hcri hjjj(feaa<S| 

d82* fufpefted of being privy to his afif^ffination, 284% 

cleared by the court of Rome, ihid^ 
John XXII. pope, his great proje£ls, 65. dies, 67. hischa* 

)*a<^er, iHd. his a£b of violence, 68. Pptrarch^ opinion of 
• hira, 69. bis notions condemned, 89. owpi bis elevationtQ 

king Robert^ 152. 

king of Bohemia, comes to Avi^<»ii, j2. goes taParlSi 

52. rc-%ent«rB Italy, 53. 

of Florence, canon of Pi ja, Petrarch V guide, 16. h}\ 

<;h;^ra#pr, lARrf* JetR^r^'* confidpow iu^ him* ij» 

XfAURA firft feen by Petrarch, 2$. her be^^uty, iA»'<#. her hf* 
mily, 2& bM^ marriage, Uiik an old« pidtnre of- h^ pre^ 
ferved, 29. difcovers Petrarch's paffion, and- avoids him,^ 
48. her cruel veil, ibid, her magnificence of drefi, 49. her 
(creri^^ to Pettarch, j;4,.6x. ^iUte^.<Kb (iMa^liUit^ 



IN D E x; 

more kindneis» 83. her refinementy 84. is oflfended, 8d.'. 
her pidlure now at Avignon, 141. -two of her children 
promoted, 20p« her kindneis to Petrarch^ 203. her fame, 
205. her embroidered gloves, 21 j, her joy at Petrarch's re- 
turn, 287. her grief for her mother, ihid. her declining 
heakh, 297. her fympathetic cure, 298. quarrels with Pe- 
trarch, iUd. is reconciled, 300. is feized with the plague, 
379. her compofare, Md. dies, 380. her will, 381, her 
children, ibid, her charader, &c. 383, 387. 
Lello, Stephani, (or Laelius) Petrarch's character of, 33. at 
Rome with the bi(hop of Lombes, 131. is jnconfolable for 
his lofs, 186. goes to live with hi$ brother the cardinal, 

Lewis (or Socrates) Petrarch's charafler of, 34. lodges Pe- 
trarch, 131. goes to live with cardinal Colonna, 193. 
Lewis, king of Hungary, invades Naples, 334. 
m of Gonzague, invites Petrarch to ^f aatya, 338I. 

Liege, Petrarch's account of; <5. 
Lombes, fituation of, 32. 
Lyons, Petrarch's account of, ^o. 

• • • ♦ 

Martini, Simon, an excellent portrait painter, 140. draws 
Laura's pi&ure, 141. has introduced her into many of his 
paintings, 142. paints a manufcript Virgil ftill at Milan, 

143- 
Montrieu, monaflery of, its fituation and origin, 207. 

Naples, its fituation pleafing to Petrarch, 163. earthquakes 
there, 251, &c. murders, 258, &c. commotions in the 
court, 243. confpiracy, %Zj, ' 

Noves, Audibert de, Laura's £ither, 28, £n&e0cnda, her 
mother, ibid* 

PaiktinO} revival of, 146, 



INDEX. 

Paris, Petrarch's account of, 55. 

Parma, commotions at, 262, 270, Petrarch's houfe diere, 177, 
178. its fine fituatton, iQr. 

Paftrengo, William de, his accomplifhments, 73. fent'to 
Avignon, 131. goes to Vauclufe, 135. travels with Pe* 
trarch, 279. their grief on parting, ibid, 

Peroufe, Paul de, librarian to king Robert, 167. 

Petrarch, Gafzo, grandfather of the poet, his chara(9€r,' i. 
died at i 04 years of age, 2* 

- the father, expelled from Florence, 2. fettled at 
Arezzo, ibid, fecretly vifits his wife at Ancife, 4. embarks 
for Avignon, and is (hip wrecked, ibid, goes to the foun« 
tain of Vauclufe, 8. fends his fon to Montpellier and Bo- 
logna, 10. burns his fon's favourite authors, but fnatches 
Cicero and Virgil out of the flames, i^. dies, 13. 

■ ■ the mother, returns to Ancife, and there educates 



her fon Francis, 3. has two other (bns, 4. confents to his 
going to Vauclufe, 8. dies, I2. 

Francis, born, 3. in danger of drowning in his in« 



fancy, ibid, fettles at Carpentras, 6. his progrefs in jSudy, 
8. goes to Vauclufe, 9. his emotions there, ibid, his paf- 
fion for Cicero, ibid, ftudies the law at Montpellier and 
Bologna, 10. meets with the two l)e{l poets of that time, 
12. hears of his mother's death, ibid, his chara£):er of her, 
J 3. lofes his father, and quits Bologna, ibid, goes to Avig-* 
non, ibid, the embarraiTment of his affairs, ibid, his gaiety, 
15. colle(Sb ancient authors, 16. his confidence in John of 
Florence, 16. his feveral ftudies, 19. always a chriftian, 
20. his perfon defcribed, 24. his failings, 25. his firft inter^ 
view with Laura, 26. his defcription of her, ibid, his paf- 
fion for her, 27. goes to Lombes with the bifhop, 31. re- 
turns with him to Avignon, 36. refides with cardinal Co- 
lonna, 37. writes a Latin comedy, 43. undertakes the edu- 
cation of Agapit Colonqa, 46. his attachment to Laura in- 
creafes^ ibid, forms a defign of travelling, 53. fets out from 



INDEX. 

Avignon, j4. his account of Km tnnrek^ 54*~J^ rseturm ici 
Avignob, 6a hi& tntei^nife; 6a. it> tmdcf «anon of Lotn^ 
bes, 70. undertaken and gaiai a bwfwt, 72. daelkics going 
ta Rbme, 74. takes m joomey'tcv Mount Ventoux, 75^ bi«^ 
iKxxMim 0f it, 75—411. dfifdeaies L?|mii, 94* the two ftagcs 
of his love, 85* eat pr c lfa . higlq^^ ikui. had foeitieriy a utiC- 
treis and childien» qq. fists out fiar Itaiy^ i&'^ his dbfcrip* 
tisn «f Capranicsy 91. anrives at Rome, 95: Ms ideas of ir, 
96. his account of the Romans, g9u travelsr vmsftwafd^ 102, 
taLombes, Cadis, ftc» loj^hispredrlefkion t^ Italy, f04v 
105. his tratiqiiilliayv 105. letums to Avignooy ^AUL his 
faffioH returns, io6. revives to leave A?ignon» MrJ^. fisest 
at V8ud!ufe,io7.hseanipIoyiii6ntthereyiiQ— >ii3^ bis in- 
iritattORtoafnend^ 113. his (freadfor vifion, 115^ htscha:- 
laAer of his fi(heirman,i i6» and of his w>fe, iUd. goes tc^ 
Ste Beaiame*, 130. fiie$ to AvignoA, and returns immedi* 
zttiyy, 131. his trrefolution, 139* compUmeitfs' Simon Mar- 
tini, T41. undertakes to virrite ifre Roman hidory, 143. and 
an epic poem, Md^ kams Greek, 1461. reads Phtp, 147^ 
i& rtivjted to Rometo receiye the laurel, 1*59. fcts out, i6r. 
9rrives at Naples^ 16 j. takes leave of king Robert, 1^6. 
#ke honours ho conferred on him, iMd, the ceremony of hi^ 
coibhatibn, 16S, &:c. his own opinion cf ity 171. falls Mo 
the hands of banditti, 172. takes a cottage niar Parma, 178. 
lis grief for the bifliop of Lombcs, 184 — 6. refigns his ca« 
Kionry, iSjr. i^ made archdeacon of Parma, 1 88- is obliged 
to return to Avignon:! 191. f^t amb:^dor from Rome to 
fope- Clement YI. sop. his oration, itid, made prior of 
$K Nicholas, i^V. his grief for king Robert, 215. his epi- 
taphs «n ^at prince, 2x6. meets Laura at aiiaflembly, 217^ 
is fent by the* pope to Naples, 239. was near being k>ft« 
240i his account of his voyage, > 240— 3. of Baias, the 
l^iftcrine lake, 2cc. 245 — 25 f ^ of an earthquake at Naples^ 
.^5 1—257. of the murders there, 257—9. much honoured 
\f <}uecn Joan^ 259. his death rcjported, 260. goes tp Par- 

5 



hii> 262. his ^nger in dcaping from thence, 163^ mlv^ 
at Avignon and Vatidufe, 264. often meets with Lmira» 
169. Wolves to quk her, A^^ignon, and Vauckfe, 271% 
takes leave of taura, 274. goes to Parma and Verona, iikk 
tepeilts 175; returns to Avignon, 279, 280. fefufcs the 
place of apcrflolic fecretary , 28 1 • rfiade prebendary of Par* 
ma, 300. his Charadter prejudiced with the bilhop, 30 iw 
jufttjfies himfelf, Hid. his defcription of a day at Vauclufci 
308 —II. vifrts Hs brother the Carthufiah, 311. writes' on 
the happineisof amonaftic life, 312. his union with Ri» 
enii, 324. refufes-'all'the pope's offers, 340. takes leave 
iigatn of Laiira, 342. his defcription of it, ibid, leaves Vau* 
clufe, 348. goes to Pafma, 351. his grief for the Coionnas,^ 
ibid, goes to Veixina, 352* his viHon of Laura, 370-^7* 
hears of her death, 377. his al8i6lion, 387- 

Petrarch, Gerard, Petrarch's brother, leives Bdtogn^, t3» 
takes orders, ibid, his gaiety, 15. accompanies his brother 
to Mount VcntouKj 75. sttid to St, fieaum^^ 131. forms a 
project of becoming a Carthufian, ibid* lofes a miftrcfe, 205, 
beconjes a Carthufian, 20C. urges his brother to take th« 
fame ftep, 208. fond of pleafure, and unlleady, iiiJ. ab- 
folved by pope Clement VL in the article of deaths iW. 

u; ,, - - John, Petrarch's natural fon, bom, 90. educated ^ 
Verona, 275. legitimated* 330. placed at Parma, 355. 

Philip of Valots, his contcft with Edward Hi 125^ received 
the dethroned king of Scotland^ 126. Petrarch's opinion of 
him. 165. 

plague, in Italy, .3534 365-^3^8. Franee, Spdin, &c. 354^ 
fymptoms of it, ibidi at Avignon, 377-^79. 

Ipoitiers, Petei of, viftfs Betrardtat Vawclufe^ 125. 



Quarrel betwwen two cardinals, 288— "89 



INDEX. 

Rhodes^ biOiop of, comes to Avignoni aoS. qneftions Pe- 
trarch in pbik>fophy9 209* 

Rienau,. Nicholat» Petrarch's cdkague a» ambaflador from 
Rome, 200. bis origin and cb^u-aAer, 20 r. made notary at 
Rome, 202. his ufurpation of the fovereigntyt 317 — 324. 
D?rites to the pope, 329. his folly and infolence^ 330— 3» 
343 — 6. hung up in effigy, 352. flies to Naples, ibid. 

Robert, king of Naples, the chief of the Guelph party, 57. 
recommends Borlaam to the pope, 146. vifits Vauciufe, 
149. Petrarch's eulogium of him, 150, 151. wifhes Pe« 

. trarch to be crowned at Naples, f 64. fends a pioxy with 
him to Rome, 165. his converiation with Petrarch, iiid» 
the honours he fl>ews him, 1 66. dies^ 21 1. his dying ad- 
Tice to bis grand-daughters, 214. 

Rome, its deplorable fjtuation, 98, 99. revolution there, 

3»T> &^* 

Sade, Hugues de, Laura's hufband, 28. 

Sancho, Don, king of Egypt, bon motof, 269. 

Schoolmafter, a bbnd, defires to fee Petrarch, 1 74. finds 

' him at Parma, 175. his enthudafm, 176. 

Scipio, Peti-arch's enthufiafm for, 143, 144. 

Sennucio, Pelbene, anecdote of, 20|. his friendfliip with 

Petrarch, ibid, and Laura, 205. 
^ttimo, a Gcnoefe, fettles at Avignon, (J, His fon 
n Guy, a friend of Petrarch, 6. vifits him at Vauciufe, 

117. 
Sonnets of Petrarch, 27, 46, 47, 5c, 5T, 62, 83, 137— 

140, 269, 280, 288. 
St. Vit, John de, uncle to cardinal Colonna, his chara6ier,' 

43. baniOied from Avignon, 44. his concern at parting 

with Petrarch, ibid, his knowledge of Roman antiquities, 

97. fhews them to Petrarch, 98. 
Strength, wonderful, of a young woman, 349— 5 !• 



INDEX. 

Thor^ the defpotifm of its lord, 3139 314* Petrarch^s huma- 
nity on that occafion, 315, 3 < 6. 

TurennCy vifcountefs of, her pride and cunning, 219* the 
obje£t of Petrarch's averfion, ibid, her afcendant over pope 
Clement VI. ibid. 

Vaucluse, firft vifited by Petrarch, 9.* its impreffions on 
him, ibid, defcribcd, 107, 119. its marvellous fountain 
and cavern, io8 — 9, 135. the biflhop's caftle there, 122— 
125. 
Ventoux, Mount, vifited and d«fcribed by Petrarch, 78, &c, 
Verona, bifliop of, murdered, i;^r. cfarth quake there, 35^, 
Vifcomti, Luch'fn, lord of Milan and Parma, his great 
power, 355. his mifery and infirmities, 357. praifed by Pe- 
trarch, 360. poifoned, 361. 
— Ifabella, his wife, her beauty and incontinence, 356. 

her voluptuous navigation, 357^ 



War between the Naiads and Mufes^ Petrarch's account of^ 
291—96. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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